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AlphaMET

Intro

Welcome

Welcome o AlphaNer. AlphaNet, which works with any Qeta-Brie™
or Alpha™ Message Center, allows you Lo quickly program a message
using an IEM compalible personal computer.

AlphaiNet™ was designed with user friendly soflware (o ensure quick
and casy resulls, You can customize your message using assoricd
display modes, text sizes and preprogrammed graphics. Additonally,
on gorne sipms, color and line position options are available,

1o setup your Beta-Brite™ or Alpha™ Message Cenmter and star using
AlphaNer, read chapier 1, AlphaNet Basics, Then lake a few moments
to read Chaplers 2 and 3 1o review AlphaNet functions. General
information appears in Chapter 4,

IF your are: nol Tamiliar with common [BM personal computer operalions,
please consult your compuler User Guide and DOS manual for
assIsrance,

Remember 1o [l ¢l and tetum the registration card found in the disk
mailer envelope., This will cnable us 1o nolily you about upgrades and
priduct information,

Thank you Fov purchasing Alphaiet!

The Aduptive Micro Svetemys Staff
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Intro

Warranty and
License Agreement

Limited Tu the original licensee only, Adaptive Micro Systems, Tne, warrants that
Warranty the media on which the software is recorded is free from defects in material
and workmanship under normal conditions of use and service for sixty (60)
days trom the date of purchase. Il during the sixry (60) day period a defect
should appear, the licensee should return the media and 1 copy of the
original purchase receipt 1o Adaptive Micro Systems, Inc. and the media
will be replaced without charme.

Limitations Adaplive: Micro Systems, Inc., its software suppliers, distributors, dealers,
of Warranty gnd quthnrs mak no warranlies or Iepms::nlmuclms, Ell:her e;pre.‘iseufl or
S implied, as 10 the software and documentation, ingluding without limitation,
and Liability % S ) R
the condition of the soltware and the implied warranlies of ils merchanta-
hilily or fitness for a particular purpose. The software is licensed on an
ety [v hasis,

Adaptive Micro Systems, Inc. shall not be lable (or any lost profits or for
any direct, mdirect, incidental, consequential, or other damagpes suflered by
licenses or others resulting from use of the program or arising out of any
Twcach of warranly.
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Intiro

License
Agreement

Copyright
Information

iii

Adapuve Micro Systems, Ing. prants the customer a single, non-
translerable, nonexclusive Heense Lo use the aceompanying soflware

and associaled documentation, subjeet o the terms and condilions of

this License Agreement. This Adaptive Micro Systems, Inc. program,
including its documentation, is copyrighted in the United States with

all rights reserved. 'U'he customer may not copy the softwarc or
documentation except lo credle a backup copy or W rasler the program
o one hard digk. The original copy, the backup copy andfor the hard disk
copy of the software are 10 be used by only ome person at a time and
remain the property of Adaptive Micro Systems, Inc.

©® Copyright 1991, 1932
fdaptive Micro Systems, Inc.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

This software and manual are protected by the U5, copyright law

{"litle 17 United States Codey. Mo part of this manual or the referenced
soltware may be reproduced in whole or in part, or stored by any means,
clectronic, mechanical, photecapying, recording, or alherwise, withoul
written permission from the publisher.

Unauthorized reproduction andfor sales may result in imprisonment of
up to one year and fnes of up o S10000 {17 USC 5306). Copyrighl
infrinpers may also be subject (o civil Tiability,

Printed in the United States of America.
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Intro

Symbols and Text Formats
Used in this Manual

This manual uses the following symbuols or text modifications 1o make
it cagier for you to follow mstuctions:

Symbol or

Format Explanation

BOLD Indicates an option selection, keyhoard
equivalent or special emphasis,

ftalic Indicates 3 title or 3 name,

Use enter or carriage return.

I8 Press the lefl mausce bullon w activile an option,

Press the right mouse button 10 cancel an option.
If you need additional information aboutl using the
MOUSE, see your mouse manual,

Beyboard How keyboard entries and screen messages

Entry o appear within the body of the manual, Kevboard

Sorean emiries can be upper or lowercase letiers,

Messuges

o NOTE

Throughout this manual, all message conters (Alpha and Beta-Brite)
are generally referred 1o as “Alpha” Message Centers unless the
information is specific 10 one type of sign such as the Beta-Brite,

vl
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Chapter 1 #8855

AlphaNet Basics

AlphaNet is o simple one-way comnmunications package that (ransmits
data directly from a PC 1o a single Bels-Brite™, or single or multiple
Alpha™ Message Cenlers on a network. AlphaNer was not designed
for modem hookup and docs not have individual sign addressing
capabilities.

If you need advanced programming capabilities like those mentioned

ahove, please contact your sales representative for informalion about
purchasing AlpfaNer Plus.

Belore installing Alpha®er, please make a backup copy of vour disk,
Then use the backup disk for the installation instructions thal follow,

First make sure that. your original disk is write-protected. Then hackup
the original disks using the DISECCrY command, (For infurmalion
about the DISKCODY command, sce vour DOS User's Manual.) Label
your backup copy and store the original program disk in a safe place,

To use AlphaNet you will need the following basic components:

The AlphaNet software package
A personal computer (IBM Compalible)
¢ (ne Beta-Brite™ Message Cenier, or
one/multiple Alpha™ Message Cenlers
¢ Components for desired connection. Sec pages 2-11 for
specific component Tistings and configuration requirements.
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,&IphaMET_
" Chapter 1

Network | Pages 2-11 of this chapter include (he possible network confi 2uralions
Configuration for all Alpha or Beta-Brite Message Centers uperaung from AlphaNe:,
Paossibilities

Four configuration sections arc included. Selegl the appropriale
rroup for vour situation. Afler selecting g configuration, remember (o
read the final two pages of this chapler for installation instructions.

Attention = NOTE |
Beta-Brite™ — o | 5. Group 2A (pages 5 and 6) if Yo are using a Bela-Brie™
Usars l Message Center,

= Group One

Original Message: Center Network
Alpha 210B, 2218, 710, 715, 4304,
440A, 4604, 4804, 221C and 790;
Begins on page 3.

= Group Two
New Message Center Network
Beta-Brite. Alpha 213, 2150,
41200, 4160C, 42000
Begins on page 5,

= Group Three
Mixed Message Center Network
(Original and New Messuge Centors)
Beging on page 9.

‘& Group Four
Back-to-Back Wiring of Message Conters
(Original and Mew Message Centers)
Beging on page 11,

If the sign(s) vou are using is not listed, or if you have additional
networking questions afier consulling this chapler, please conlact
your sales/service represeniative,

[0
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Chapter 1 .
System Touse Alpha®Ner with vour Alpha or Beta-Brite Message Conler(s), make
Reguirements sure ¥ou have the following system requirements:

+ MS/PC DOS IBM™ or compatible computer

¢ DOS version 2.1 and higher

* Floppy drive (5,25 ar 3.5)

+  Hurd drive (optional)

#atleast 512K BAM (memory), 640K RAM recommended
¢ Momtor (BEW or selor)

Co i g o )
anecting I you have a sign listed in Group 1, Original Message Centers

ﬂl"lgll-!'lal Single or {left sidebar), vou will also need the components listed below o
Multiple Message complete your sign{s) configuration. If vou do not have one of the
Centers to a PC signs listed, see Group 2, New Messape Centers on page 5.

Group 1
Omginal Messane Ceolers
A10B, 2218, 710, 715,
A304, J404, ARDA, 4804,
2210, and 7900

¥+ 1 Converter box

Group 1 J ¢ 2 T-connectors (attach 1o sign and converter box)
Simgle or Muliple - : : e
Miksnge Cambie - ——T + RB4RS 2-wire shielded cable
tra PC ¢ 1 RSZ37 Interconnect Cable Type “A”

{See page 4 i, .
hL # | exira T-connector for each additional sipn on the network

Lad



e

AlphaMNET
Chapter 1

Connecting
Original Single or
Multiple Message
Centers to a PC

| To connect your Alpha Message Center(s) to a PC, [ollow these
mstructions and the accompanying illustration. Instructions for

T-Commectors are included with the T-Connectors. I necded, see page 3
| o review the list of Origing) Mesyape Canters.,

ctor 10 the Converter Box,

Using a Type “A™ Cable, connect the Converger Box lo the

Gronp 1 Step 1. Connect the messige center T-Clonnector o 4 second
Uriginal Message Centers | T-Connecior 1[Sjl‘lg RE54835 cable.
| Step 2, Connect the scoond 1-Conne
L Blep 3.
It yiu have anly f’| serial port on vour BC.
GG connumeation.
port om your PC, 0 y , PR "
i, i Slep 4. For each additivnal messa i

MOUT muetse and uge
the part e connect
¥ruir sign,

If ¥ou have rmosne Lthan
F2 s1pns or morg than
L0000 fewt of eable an
yoeur network, v musc
useu Mepeater Bosx,
Llontact vour aales
Tepresen il e
formoeg infannanion,

Mote: Svene outdoosr
Alple signs do net
harwe w bailt-in slol Lor &
T-Connector and mizst
be hand wired, Seo
veuer individiual Alplu
$1EN tsmeions [oe
addivional mfurmaricn.

| — —
|L ORIGINAL EMC |

I it

— .4 oy '_F,—. |

| T-Conncelor and connect it t
RS5483 cable,

S HE
| | N

|| ORIGINAL EMC |

TConnestrs

(B TORR-I00a 4 |—

Cenier an your network, use one
0 an existing T-Comnector using

T-Conneztor (PN 1085300247

A5 Calin
OB R-E0H0

Type A" tinkle |-|

R T 21T N || — L

O——-- m | —r_q
Converter Box Compiler

[P/ IN85-2001 KR

preparing



Connecting New
Single or Multiple
Message Centers
to a PC

Group 2
MWew Messige Centers
Betu-Hrite, 215, 2150,
QL2000 41600, 420047

Group 24
Single Message
onier 1o a B

Bera-Brite, 215, 2150

(See g ()

Group 28
Sinpgle Message
Clenier log P

L0, 3164, 4200

(See page Th

Gironp 20
Single ur Muluple
hloszupe Centers

toa s

{See prip &)

AlphaMNET
Chaptear 1

To netwark your Alpha or Bera-Brite Message Center(s), make sure you
have the common PC system requirements listed on page 3, paragraph 1.
Then select the appropriale subgroup of components (listed below)

to complele your nerwork configuration. 11 you do not have one of

the signs listed, (left sidehar) see Gronp I, Original Messape Centers

on page 3.

— & 1 25 Pos. Sub-D3/ 10 6 Pos. RT11 Adapler
¢ 1 35t 6-Conduclor Data Cable

+ 1 RSZ3% Interconnect Cable Type “A"

¢ 1 Converter Box

¢ 1 Tconnector (attach to converter box)

# R5485 Cable as needed for each sign on 1he network
+

I RS485 104 pos. RTI 1 Modular Newwork Adapter for cach
sign on nelwork

— ¢ | Eight ft., 4 conductor Data Cable for each sign on network

e WARNING!

RIL1 ports on new message centars should not W Ixe used Dor direct
[ phone connections, DO N PLLUG A MESSAGE CENTER
INTD A PHONE ADAPTER. DAMAGE WILL RESULT.
‘ The manufaclurer warranty will not cover this tpe of damage.

Also, DO NOT substite ready made leagths of Teleo cahle
'\ Fer the 8 [l 4-Conductor Daca Cakle (PN 1088-5624),
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Chaptar 1

Connecting Mew
Single or Multiple
Message Centers

1ty @

'To conneel « Beta-Brite ur a single Alpha message center (215, 2150

PC (simple connection) follow these instructions.

to a PC Step 1. Conncet the message center (o a 25 11, 6-Conductor Data Cable,
Make sure vou plug the end of the cable witl Ihe “ferrite” into
the message center,
Group 24 Slep 2. Connect the 25 1. 6-Conductor Duta Cable to a 25 Pos.
Sinple Messupe Cente Sub-Dvto 6 Pos. RJ11 Adapier, Then conneat the adapter
Bew-Brite, 215, 2150 ot to the serial port on your PC,
.'/l
o

Fote: Boue IMCESNAL

centers Tequirg the use
of i "lermie” (ump)
treong or both eals

of a cable. -

7

If your messnge coper
requires the use of a
ferzite, deprite kit

(BN 108590409 or
cables with Territe(s)
are availuble wo
dealers from the
manufaciurer. IF
needed, contact vour
deales

23 Pos, Sub-I A Pas. RT1] Aulagar = _|

(PN AL TOHERIN B = ME
NEW EMC/BETA-BRITE | o+ :=‘=.'_T|
—_— J | |:

25 6-Conductor Data Cakle |
(O 106 5-a0e2)
Plug end af cable witl:
"fecrite” it KEW EM{C

o8

i

Comput
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Chapter 1
Connecting Mew 10 connect a single message center (0 a PC (simple connection) follow
Single or Multiple these instructions, Note: For a simplificd connection, an RS$232

configuration is necessary on new message centers, 4000 scries only.
However the message center is preset by the manufacturer for RS485
to a PC use. To change the configuration, the “jumper” located inside the
message center's right endeap must be adjusted.

Message Centers

: Step 1. Disconnect the unit from its power source, T ave
Group 2B P LR po rce. Then remy

the endcap on the ripht side of the message center,
Simgle Messuge Center

A120, L0, 4200 Step 2. Tind the “Jumper”
located below the
EFROM and above

lhe IR receiver. EFROCM
otes Use cantion See the Mustration. i |
when moving the  — — Llse First rovo z I
Mg o ws not E“tcp 3. Remove the prongs for RS232 @ |
Lo drop it inside the “lumper” from configuration, |_|1] *“Tumnper”
m-.‘:.!i:llgu cnnllc..r. T the two RS483 Tise Ju.;l.lwl::- . T 1
the *jimper” is i prongs for RE4ES _
ihepped inta the [-W{:'ﬂg%J :%[]d confimiration. IR rcegiver
ease, e mMessage place it in the =
CEHieT I.I=.-iI1 need o E5232 pﬂh:i Lo,
bo sorviced,

Slep 5. Replace the endeap and restore the power Lo the unit.

i St mbdise Step 6. Commect the message center to a 25 1, 6-Conductor Data Cable.

centers require the use ey Make sure vou plug the end of the cable with the “ferrite” into
of a “ferrite” (lump} the message cenler.

in e er both ends of

n cable, Step 7. Connect the 25 ft. 6-Conduclor Data Cable to a 25 Pos.

If your message cemter sul-Difto 6 Pos. RTLL Adapter. Then connect the adapter

requires the use of a
Territe, fernte kirs
(R 108800003 op
cubles with fermiels)
are availahle 1
dealers friom Lhe

10 (b serial port on your PC.

& Pos -1 10 6 Pos, BRILE Adapler

CH ASTD-0001 Y | L

[

w
manufzciurer, [T e ——— | | ki
needed, contact your HEW EMC | [ 5= - y
dealer. | i |_=_

| Cienpuer
25 . G-Condieton Data Clable —

(P 1058-36235)
g cnd of cable with
“lerrize™ innn MEW EMO
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Chapter 1

Connecting New |
Single or Multiple
Message Centers
to a PC

Giroup 20

Mllrlfl}k'.
Mossape Cenecrs

Node: Bome maessage /
centers reguare the nge [
af a "Terrile” (lump) /
i one of bih ends of

1 cahie,

It your messige conter
requires the gse of a
farrite, fermte ki

(R I0RE-90407 o
cables with ferrite(s)
are availahle 1o dealers
Fromer the manufactorer,

1 the end ol cublz II.'
with fenile o the !
IMessIEe conler. ."

[T yuu have omly e {
cogtbmunication pur on
your PCL il applicable,
discxmneet your meuse
amd use the port ta
connect your sign. Lir I."
just disconnent the IIIII |
e when vou ass
ready o ransmit. !
!
{
T o have more than |
32 signe o1 more than
LEO50 et of szible on
yanr nelwork, you must
usen i Repenter Box.
Coneaet vour sales
representative fur
mee e information,

!

/

/

]
]

!

| R Cinble (VR LOBS-B0041) ?_1
," Feght fr. 4-Conducior Duta ¢ nhle -J 4|:|: (e | |_ | D
V

To connect your Alpha Message Center(s) to a PC, follow these instrue-
tions and the accompanying illusiration, Instructions for preparing
T-Conncetors and Modular Network Adaplers are mcluded with each
item, I needed, sec page 5 to review the list of NVew Message Centers,

step 1. Connest the message center 1o a Modular MNetwork Adupter
/ 3
/

y using an 8 foot 4-conductor Data Cuble.
Step 2, Connect the Modular Netwark Adapter to a T-Connecior

using R8485 cable,
Step 3. Comnnect the T-Connector 1o the Canverier Box.

cotep 4. Using a Type “A™ Cable, connect the Converter Box 10 the

/ serial port on your PC.

/ Step 5. For each additional INEssHTe Center on yvour network, use
/ one & fool d-conducior Data Cable, one Modular Network
Adupter, and RS483 cable as needed,

\L NEW EMC hm—-nD Modiler Network Autupler (B 1068.9103)

B3A83 Cahlis {IN LO8 K- KO0

! :
f NEW EMC —||:|.. i /)I."'-il.‘ul'JJaT Metwinb Adzpoer (I 1085-7]05)
|[_meweme ™l o]

(P LORE-H424) Type "A" Cable | .
Plug, el af ratie with T-Conastur WP 1ORE- Rl I_"_J —|
“lemite” Lo MW EMC MV 1068- M Ay T—ng [ = —|

TE ———
Comvertar Do T S
(PN 1UEE-200LIVR ) Unzputer
T -
- WARNING! ™

RITT pots on new message cenlers should not be wsed for direct
phone conneetions. DO NOT PLUG A MESSAGE CENTR
INTD A PHONE ADAPTER, DAMAGE WILL RESULT,
The manufaviurer warranty will nut cover rhis fype of dumage.

Also, DO NOT substitute rendy made lenaths of Telea cable
for the § It 4-Conductor Data Cakle (PN 1088-86240
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ChapLer 1 3=

Connecting Mixed Il you are mixing signs from groups 1 and 2, review (he common BC
Message Centers SYstem requirements on page 3, paragraph 1. Then select the appropriaic
[original/new] to ;gzﬁr;iﬁr?;;:ompnnms {listed below) 1o complete vour nelwork
a PG i '
Group 3 — # 1 RE232 Interconnect Cable Type “A”
Belineul (Onginal and Newh , -
Muesinpe Centers 10 a PO + 1 Converter Box
Originial # 1 'I~connectar {atlach Lo converter box)
Mlessapge Centors .
S —— I ¢ L RS5485 10 4 pos. RT11 Modular Network Adapter for each
715, 4307 :".a:u 4 MEW sign on network
4&1;1;33(3&;?;221(‘., ¢ 1 Eight fi., 4 conductor Data Cable for each NEW sign on
' network
Mcssag:amm — + 1 Tconnector for cach ORIGIMAL sign on network
215, 215C, # RS5485 Cable as noeded wo complete networle. (RS485 cable iy

122 1 £ A i 2
G ATG0C, 200G needed (o connect T-connectors on original signs, to Modular

Network Adapters on new signs, and then to the T-connector
al Converter Box.)

NOTE: PLEASE REVIEW THE WARNING MESSAGE ON PAGE &

To conneel your mix of original and new Message Centers to a PC, lollow
these mstructions and the accompanying illustration, Tnstoetions Tor
preparing T-Conncelors and Modular Network Adaplers are included
with cach item,
I wom Bave enly ane
comrmmication pr
LURTET F‘l:, 1l
applicuble, dizconnect
Yo monse and use
the Fele e YR ERTITHE

— Step 1. Using a Type "A” Cable, connect the Converter Box to the
serial port on vour PO

Vi w07 s Step 20 Using RS4835 cable, connect a T-connector to the Converter
tiscennaet the Box. See page 10, (Remember an original or new sign can
mauge when oo ane s nearest the PO

ready o irnsooil, e mearest the PC.)

]
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Chapter 1

Connecting Mixed
Message Centers
[original / new) to
a PC

J{H]

Mol Bapne miessige
CCMrs Toguies the nse
of a "Territe” (Jump)
in e ar Twoth ends of
1 ekle

I0 o mes s center
requires the uic of a
feerice, feerite kits

(P TORR-9040) o
cabiles with [errileds)
are available 1o dealers
Irom the manulaciurer.
T neeaded, contasd your
cleslier,

Plug, the ened of cible
weith Territe intar b
MCSSAEE CEnLer:

Step 3

Step <4

— Step 5.

Sep 6.

Connecl the T-connector's RS485 cable (o the appropriate
connection.

If using a NEW sign: connect R5485 cable 10 Modular
Metwork Adapter
I uging an ORG, sipn: connect RS485 cable 1o T-connector

Connect all ORIGINAL message centers on the networl: to
T-Connectors,

Connect all NEW message centers ou the network 1o
Modular Melwork Adaplers nging an 8 Tool d-conductor
Dara cable.

Connecl between all Modular Network Adapters and
T-comneciors using RE485 cable 1o complete the network.

ORIGINAL EMC

r[ | T-Conrcmar (0 106830054}

|
! ESAES Cabils (BN 10EE-R00H0

NEW EMC

-1 :)ll Mudnlnr Meetwark Adipees (15T THRE W)

Ligh fr. &-Candesmor Dam Coble
(IS TR B
Plog eid of zable with
“ferrite” jmma MEW EMC

Le
_ | RS453 Cable {10 10BE- G000,
ORIGIMAL EMC | U1 rcarnemar (10 108350 A
| TeBaBS Cuble (PN 2 088-2000)

HNEW EMC | g 1 Modudas Network Aclprer (P 10689103

| R85 Calals {108 A-S000)

K

T-Ceanssior
PN L0RE- 3002 AT | -

Chizwvertr Hus

(BN I0SR-2HINE)

. AR}

Coenpeicr

(

i Type"A" Calle || [
[‘ (PN 10s8-Ra02) I_

a



AlphaNET
Chaptar 1

Bacl-to-Back Alpha Message Centers (original or new) can be wired back-to-back in anv
Wiring of of these canfigurations: original (o original, new (o new, or ariginal 1o new,
Bely-Drite Megsage Centers can be wired back-1o-back to the following

Message sigma: o second Beta-Brite, or Alphas 215, 215C, 41201, 4160 and 4220,
ce“t_ers = ‘}“ However a specific cable, PN T0BB-B628. is required. Note: T you cormect
Configurations the Beta-Brite to any of the signs in the Alpha 2000 series, use the R5232
port on the Alpha sign and change the “Jumper” @ the RS232 comfiguration.
i e See pape 7 Tor more information about changing the “Jumper™,

cenlers meguine the nse
of a "feerite” (lummpl

in nie or both ends af Mo step-ly-shep instructions are listed due 1o the simplicily of the connee-
Eangle _ tions, See the following illustratdons. Mote: 10 use a PC or the kevboard with
E::Lmi:mliiid:ti:;: the selected conliguration, or o extend the network from the back-to-hack
ot bk and cables Cﬂﬂﬁgl_lj'illiﬁll, s the appropriale iNMusteations and prarts listings on e
with ferrites. preceding paies.
{erup dA BACK OF ] | lt o (I TR T A
ORIGINAL EMC

Clriginal Messagre

foiehltrs weiryd | i RL585 Cable (I 108550060
Hacko-Back _H | omiGmaL EMC | |
i
Group 4B — BACK OF
a L
MWew Mesnage — s NEW EMC Eight ti. <l Candustes s
C'CRers |:_|n;_']-|_1|_1|ng_ "-q.,__‘ Cables winl deahle ferce
Bera-1irie), wirgd = — ':|L:I:'ali.' UL LS I
Y LR
Hlack-lo-Back | MEW EMC (P ADEE-RE20)
Baka-Drive we & second sign

(EU TUSH-BE2EY

G F{}L‘!p 4C BACK OF ¥ T-Cremmecios (P2 1055200400
iz ORG, EMGC
Ml Cenlers |
forynilinea) r
o : -l Fipht LE A -Corndustor Liata € sk
wirzd Hack 1o-Back MEW ERC | . LN TISE-R02)

Pl caed ool !
“ermine” o MEW BRI
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Chapter 1

Installing
Alphailet on
a Hard Disk

L2

Tor instull AfphaNet on yoor hard disk, follow these instructions:

Step 1,

Step 2.

Step 3.

Step 4,

Step a.

Tum on vour compuler and monilor,

At the DOS prompt, create i subdireciony for software
by lyping MoY\Dirsclory Mame,

Directory Name refers o the name you choose (o give
vour direstory,

Change to vour new subdirectory by (vping
CDADircctory Mams.

Aeain, Direciory Name relers 10 the name you gave to
your directory.

Inserl the Alphaier program digkette into your drive.
Remember, use the bacloup disks when copying diskettes.

Copy Lthe Alphaet program from e disketie 1o your hard
drive by yping Copy Drive Nams:+. s

Divive Name refers 1o the leter name of the drive that vou
inserted the AfphaNer program disketts inle, Tor example,
Copy Dis.w

This completes the hard disk installation, Proceed o Using
AlphaNet from a Hard sk on the nexlt page.
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Chapter 1

Using | lo use AlphaNet from a flappy disk, follow these insiructions:
AlphalNet
from a Step Lo Turn on your computer and monilor, Make sure wou have 3
Floppy Disk buotup disk. Then use the normal bootup procedure for starlup,
Step 2. At the DOS prompt, insert the Alphal¥er sultware disketic inlo
the desired drive, 1f necessary, change o a new drive B vping a
new drive name, such as B: (=), Remember, use the buckup
diskeltes when working with AlphaNet,
Step 3. Al the prompt, type AlphaNet and il desired, the commandy
_ lorthe following startup oplions:
Remessber, vou can e SRS i = : ¥ g
typw vither upperor ——"" | + Commumication ports (For computers with mul liple serial ports)
lower case etiers, T activate a specific communicalion port, after &1 ohallet,
e lype /2[£2). For more information, sce page 46
If v have anly e ; i . . .
ma:nm:;:“:i'ﬂn*pf:_ - # Line positions (Use with two-line signs)
COM 1, the default I activate the line positions oplion, after AlpnaNet,
5’;’:] Iy ainonitcaliy Lype /S (&) For more information, see page 46-45.

+ Black/White (Improves the elarity of color emulation SCLCeng)
To aclivale the color crmulation opton, after &1 phaliet,
type /B (&), For more information, see page 60,

For example, if you connect a PC (o your Alpha Mussage
Center using communication port 2, lype Alphaier /2 =)
Te use both lines of a two-line sign you would activate the

line pesition option by typing Alphalel /oM () If vou
are nEng a color cmulation screen, such us 4 laptop, Lyr:

Alphallec /5w (+5),

All options must be separated by a space and a slash, However,
you can use any of the three options cither individually or in
groups of any order such as Alehalst /OW /0N /2 =]

For mere informaton about cach individual option, see
pages 46-48 and &0,
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Chaptar 1
Using To use AlphaNet from the hard disk, {atter installation) follow these
AlphaNet instructions:
from a
Hard Disk Step 1. Torn an your compuiter and monitor, Wait for the DOS

[rompt 10 appear.

Siep 2. Change (o the dircetory that containg AlphalVet Iy typing
( CONDirsctory Name,

Remember, Directory Name refers to the name you gave 1o
your directory.

Step 3. Atthe promp, type Alphaliet and if desired, the commands

for the following startup options:
Besember, vou vin | ——

wpe cither upperar ——— ¢ Communicalion porls (For compuiees with multiple serial ports)
Jomer case lever To activate a specific communication port, after Alphaliet,

o type /2{+'). For more information, see page 46.
I wou have only cae = o

e ey + Line p.mllmn;-; [IT_Tse. w1.u11 lwu—lu%tr sly,n_as}

£ 1, the defanlt To activate the line positions option, after Alghatlsl,
P‘-‘;; 1 awluendically ype /0M (). For more information, see page 4648,
[1E:]e s A

¢ Black/White (Improves the clarily of color emulation serecns)
To activale 1the colar cmulation option, after Alphalet,
type /BW [£). For more information, see page 6t

For example, if you conneet a PC to your Alpha Message
Center using communication port 2, type AlnhaNet /2 [E])
1o use both lines of a two-line sizn vou would activide Lhe

line pasilion aplion by lyping & nhalet Jon (&) If you
arc using a color cmulation screen, such as a laplop, type
AlphaNet /BEW (]

All aptions must he scparated by a space and a slash, However,
vou can use any of the three options either individually or in
sroups of any order such as  Alphalet /oW jon /2 (&)

For more information about cach individual option, see
pages 46-48 and 60,
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Quick Look
Introduction

The Main
Screen

'ropram same g
version nunmber,
Mate: The version
numker will vary due
1 propram updates,

AlphaMET
Chapter 2 &

AlphalNet Quick Look

Alphaiet Quick Look ets you explore the mem options and gain a quick
understanding of the program. I you do not want 1o review the sereens
and menus, you can proceed to Chaprer 3, AlphaNet Messape Examples
for information aboul creating a sample messape.

All options and screens are accessed from the main menu. To select wn
option you can use the mouse or keyboard cquivalents such as the arrow
keys (1), [2), (], &) and 1he enterfearriage return key (€ .

— . . -

| Alphalver Va0 Wednesday Noveiber 4, 1992 1105 pm |
1

l Message Opticns

Mofily Bxizting Message

Menun Selections

Lisplay 1TRLP screeny

Creats Mew Vissupe

iy i = HELF

L5




The
Help Screens

Helyr seaeen ||.i~,|}].'|_',-|:|:|
when HELF 18 selocod

trom the AlphaMet Main

meni.

Aalelitivmal Help seroens,
1 you press [FT) for
HELI* while the curment
soreeat i sk, e
[unction key assignments
arc displayed,

Prezs ot 1

return Lo the Main meno.

AlphaNET
Chapter 2

If you need assistance with AlphaNet, (he an-line Help screens are always

available by pressing F1_). Use (PoUr) and (PaDn} to move between the

cancel a Help sereen and retum o the previous memu, The main Help
screens include:

# 1 Message Oplion screen
¢ 2 Function Keys streens

¢ 1 Existing Message screen
# 2 Messape Editor screens

Additionally, mdividual Help screens appear lor éach menu option in the
Create New Mexveage sereen, For exgmple, i you highlichl 3 mode and
then press (E1_) (HELP), a brief description of that mode is displayed.

Several Help screens are also available for diagnosing PC 10 sign
transmission problems, See (he Transmit menu on page 27 and the
Troubleshooung section on page G0 For more information.

Alphaiet V30 Wednesday November 4, 12 1:05 pin

Message Oplions Ielp

Modilving Existing Messnge
Usc o review nrmnd.ig Be eRisung
MEIFAPL.

Croace Mew Meszape
Tze 1o STa7L 2 new massage,

Rewm 10 Main Menu

| «- Pregs <105 T b exit -

T 7T FiaHELP
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The |

Iiphn?ﬁ'ul ¥

Wednesiny November 4, 1992 105 pm—l

Help Screens ‘

Bxit editor wilh oprlon Lo save s,
Fuil the. peapram,

Cancel all changrs

Deeletr the chacacter or cimmand 1o e left
ol 1he cursor,

Dielete i jrem,

Avcepr infarmation eniered or selecl

the iteon.

Frovule on-line hat).

Meve wp one line,

Blareer dlovam one line.

Mo [eft aoe position,

Mave iight one positicn.

Move g the very Bepinning,

Movve to the very ond,

Merve o the left-nel positon on he line

far oexl fage

Fage 1 ut'.'EJ

contired |_ The funeien keys oo vour machine o i [ollows:
s ESCAPE Esc
= LEXIT Al FIG
,.4"'! CANLIEL 7
ot EACKEIACE Hicksprce
Tunction Kew -
i ']w i M*?_ 1 LT Dl
BIpP SCRCCn [ACrEen SELICT \ncee
Press [Baon] to see page 2, |
g EEe HELL 5|
ur Upanow
DI Ideswn arrouy
| LEFT Lt arrow
KIGHT Right arrow
SPECIAL LR Ciel Py
SPHCIAL TOWN Gl Pel
SPECIAL LEFY Herme
oo = Depgs <ES0 lwesli- — <Pulins
o e
e
Scieens appear when P
[FT )iz pressed while o
another Help sercen s
dizpluyed, ‘_‘“‘|‘
Prexs (Eaa] or [ET8] g
i

refen Lo the prevdons

HUTCCA, |

AlphaMer ¥3.0
L

Wednesday November 4, 1892 1:05

2)

SPRCIAL RIGITT

Funerion Keys

: TAGELP
Help screen {sercen 2) PALGE DOWN
< [FEY " FIELIY LEFT
:Hhrtﬂjl.i.ﬂl o eI to FTFLL RIGITT

| IJ - Fiess B8O o oxit

Fnal

Foellp
Palom

Gl Tarr armaow

] Repht arrow

- «Dalips for |:lr|'.1.':i|:||.15.pﬁgc -

The luneton keys on vour machine ans us Tollows;

Mlove o the riplil-rns) pogiton on
the line.

Muvenup ane pape,

Mo doiwn one page,

Meve et vne feld or ome wrd,
Move right oo firkd oF ane word,

Puge 2 of 2

|
|
|
|
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The The remaining (hree ITELP Screens appear when HELP is selected while
Help Screens the Existing Files menu is displayed, or when you are actually working in
continued the Messape Editor screen,

Remember, o cancel a HELP screen, press or until you return
lo the desired sereen or menuw.

| Eﬂpha.‘t’tl VA Wednesday Movember 4, 18392 1:05 pm

Tizising liles menw M e - ]
Help seseen. [ ¥erfage Uplinn:

e —
Scneen appears when van g —
pross (F1J (HELP) while Eisting Mussige Healp
the Existing Files menu is The List you are viewing s a list of e
displayed, = messages in the careent dissciory. s

r : lhe <Up-Arows, cDown-Arows, <Pplips,
P'rees m e dizplay the wPplDn, -.-:Cu‘]-l"lﬂ'l'_'l:.} and «<Cirl Pl
function key assignments, 1o ighlight the (e wou wish ta it " Thes
preas <lnier=. Press cDhelefes iy want
Preiss [E2E] or [EH] 1o L delene the highlighted file.
Tetum ke FJi:sﬁnB - Press bl el —
Files menu, |,|[| : |
Fl = HELI"

18
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The Alpha¥Net Vi Wednesday November 4, 1992 1:05 pm
Help Screens =
conlkinued i ]
Messiape Bditnr Help [ |
_ ESCARE Bz Exlvediter with oplion 10 save messape.
T LXiT Al TG Eit thus rogeam,
. CAMNCEL b Cineel all changes.
Mossace Fililor  ——— MODES Alend Dhizplay s of available e, |
Help sereen (sereen 13 UHAHACTERS Al i Peplay menu of characlsr oplions.
Al SPEEDS Al 5 Digplay neenu of mode speeds.
Press [FO00) 10 sew pape 2, CIFTIENS AlL L] Dy menu of message uplions.
TEAMNSMIT AT Sond your neessngre o e pelvork.
BAUKESPACE Backspmz Dictleter shis chaesetar or consmand to the |
lefvaf the cursur.
DELETR Dl Dot e chirneter or comiust of current
CUCSOF pogilion,
| |
l “'eDns for neal page S0t et Page 1 of 2
Surevny appear when = ; —=
r - = HET.P
ITELF iz selecte] while ] —t
efeating, o ediling & e
IMESEEe, e
Press [F1 ] 1o display the
linulion keys assigriments. e
e,
Press [Ena] or 78] H“r‘ - - :
FEAMET [0 the Messuge AlphadNd Yo Wednesday November 4, 12 105 e
Lditeer screen. |
== Message |::d.iE|.1| Ik_',.]p i
L4 P LUp amrow Move op one lise.
. LHIWH Do s Mot dovwn one Lre,
L LITT Ll arro Mo loft one character.
__.__...e" Racney Right arnow Move cight one charaster,
b -~ PAGEH TP Fullp hives corsor o top of pass,
Messaye Bditor = P Lk 100 I'glm Move cursen to betlom of page.
Help sereen fsemeen ) T Cirl Pplip Move cursor o op of messape
! BOT I Crrl Polin Meare cursor Lo butlenn of messape.
Pries I retum 1o LINE LITT IO E Mo fu e lelt-ees L position i ling,
pape 1, LIKE BRI EMD Mave t the right-most position in line,
WO LETT Citrl =- Move e word lefi,
WORDRIGHT Cirl = Muove ene word ripht
MW LINT ALT Return o Tnstracts the nigrdn srar 4 "WNew Tine”
Cart Lo Coel Betorn o ihe point of insertion.
<Pglpz for previcus page =TS0 eai Poge 2 of 2 J
Fi=HELP
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Message
Dptions

Selecting and
Modifying
Existing
Messages

Message Lpuaons menu,

Tocreate new or edil cxisting messages, seleet the desired option from
the Messave Cptions menu. IF vou select Modify Existing Message, a
submeny of file names appears. Selecling Create New Messape displayy
a new sereen wilh additional menus Tor wriling your new message,

AlphaNel V1.0 Wednesday November 4, 1992 1:05 pan

Misgapa Dptiena

Mdify Exisling Mussnpe

The st of Existing Files
apipestrs when yeu selec
Ieluwfafly Existiog Mlessupge
From the Message Options
T,

T select an F..fi.\'1i11g

sk [ile, pse any -—

of the key ormouse ™,

combinations, (Amows \,\
rmily appear i the nomles

el [iles im emensry exceed
the size of the men area,)

Press (B ] o display the
Help sereen,

I'ress of 0
cancel the Txisting Files

EIATINE,

20

L™ Exisling Files

j_ ALPELS  MEG
| CTL.MSG

PRI . MSG
MACEN . MEC
LIRS - W5

Il = HELT

¢ Use the upfdown arrow keys, for example: (3] (3],

4+ Use the page up/page down keys, for cxample: (FoDn).

+ Type the first letter of the filename and retum/enter. For example,
type C+£1). Mote, a1} is not necessary until the exact file vou desire
is highlighted, Additional letlers may be selected Lo further clarily a
filename. For cxample, (o find the file with the name CTL . MSG,
vou would first type C, then T and then L if needed. This will help
vou search through the files that begin with C until you locate the
desired file. Then press lo select the Mk,

# Using the mouse @0, click on the meno arrows until you find the
desired [ile, then click again.
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Create New The Create New Message screon includes the tollowing menus:
Message
Screen + Modes {Automode, Flash, Hold, eic.)
¢ Characters (Five High, Slim, International ele,)
¢+ Specds (1,3, No Held Time, etc.)
# Optiong (Time, 'lemperature, elc.)
¢ Transmil (Sends message 10 signs)

When selecled, sach menu displays a list of options. The option you
select appears on the message scrcen, Afier reviewing the screen
menus, see Chapter 3, Alpha¥er Messape Examples 10 creale your
oW1 MEessAge,

Messnae Editor screen o —— I
AlphuaMel V3.0 Wednesday Sovember 4, 1992 1:05 i

T DM A TCnU, ipe [Al ' r—

anl the first leter of the ——— Pilesees Charactars Sy Optims Transnit
menn name, o click (W] [
on the desined oo, =

Messape Bditor scroen I
work ared. Your muessage — 7

A5 programmel, uppears

here.

Press [T 10 display
the Messape Fililur
[Tl sereens. —_— - I

Prosg [Ese) or [O@] 1o B Fl = HELP
cetur tre thes Belaen Menu
ROCIERTL,
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Chapter 2
Mode Menu The Mode metu displays a list of 17 available modes. Individoal
Options descriptions of each appear in Chapter 4, AlphaNet Information or

by pressing [F1_) (HELP) when a mode is highlighted.

When you select most modes, a submenu may appear. (e submenu
displays direction sclections for the Wipe and Roll modes. The sccond
subtnenu displays line position selections only if the fine ponsition option
Tas been activated. For more information about the Line position aption,
see Chapter 4, AlphaNei Information.

The mode menu kevboard equivalents appear before each mode. Also,
the: submenu options can be casily selecied by Lyping the first letter ol
cach option, For cxample, 1o select the Up direction, type T Ti help
you idenlify the keyhoard equivalents, they are highliphicd on your
screen and appear in BOLD in the illustrations.

You can also use the [£) and [3) artows along with (£, or point o the
desired selection and elick [EO].

T Bloule enenu displays
these wenilalle modes,

e e - |
To seleet nmude i AlphaNet Y34 Wednesday November 4, 1992 1:03 prﬂ
the keyboard, Lvpe the \\ i e ———— =
k_u.}]_rt__l:ll'ti wivalent, or \.\ Pa————— ——— ————
uge [T uml 4' '|_"|'It‘r1'1 . |— Modcs Eharaciers Spcods plions Transmil |
press Or wsing the ~a .—"|_
miouse, point 1o the - — B]:I #l':;:mnm e = el =
esiresd modde and click H’"‘ﬁ_‘“ €} ol i
[mE] “*-\.._‘_‘ Dy Intedeck
Pross [Ese] o Lo N ::' L)
cloge the menu. [ E' ﬁ:ﬁ:’anm -

()
i : Semll Down '
Submenus d]ﬂ]ﬂﬂ}?‘.d ':1 ;t.’;: In Fill Lines
whin you select 23ome 4L Luit Top Line
modes. Press [E1 e I:'.:I pRow Rl Middle Ling
dizplay weld il ) S:WI}EJL =5 T el Bt Ling
HTLP sere 5 t L) Spmy -
WLP screens for cach |y - Wip

subnnen relection. [T My Swirzh
[Hocomd subarpgi only ———T - [ o) Twitkle
appears if Lime Puvclion L] P Wipe e -
aptinn has heer actviled | B el Rt Ti = HELE
WL ‘;L‘Irill.l"J.':l




Character
Menu Options

[he Character menn
displiys Mase wvailable
opstions, Tl

Kemember, to select a
chiracter optinn From e
Eeyboanl], uge the ko

bl eurvalonts (BOLD),
Ur'and[:l Then pmﬂ s
I:'. Oruzing the ey

prbnn ter the desired

chomeler snd elick

T'rezs o [[K}

close the ren,

Submcnns displayed once

you select Mnternationnl, —— =l |

Full Height only warke o~
when using the Middle 7
Pesitive of the Line
Pegitior oplion. See
Puged 96— 45 1o review
using the Line Position
oplian.

Remember, a brief 1TRLP
serech i availabic fo
tach option lisled in the
.

iz
| | tlph:u‘ul vaun Wednesday Novembwr 4, 192 1:03 pm
_‘_x = -
‘ Moddes T Cluraciers Bpecds Dptions Transnir
e | T e — ——
o= -, | I vighl Seril [T —
A T Eeven Tow £ |
/ SEven Kew 3ol i
[¥e Row i
allim A
#/r Wl A
[i¥ed Width A
Progutinmil o |
== —— | Dmmaticnal i
e :__ —= Entaer e Base Chiracler i
T e——— L]
T K
&

AlphaNET
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The Character menu displays 4 list of available character heighis

and character options such as Sfivm and Wide, Note, not all Character
menu seleclions work on every sign. For individual sign capabilities, see
Chapter 4, AlphaNet Information.

The characier options are selected just like the options in the other mienus,
either by keyboard equivalents or by using a mouse,

Two submenus appear when liternational 15 selected, The first submenu
requests you to enter the Fase Character of an inlernational character,
such as A. Onee the base character is entered, a second submenu appears
listing the available fnternational characters. For a description of
Charaeter options and Jrternationad characlers, press [FL) (HELPS or
see Chopter 4, AlphaNet Information.

e —— " F1=-HHLF

|
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Speed Menu
DOptions

The Speed menu displays

These available s peeds,

e
To select a speed from
the keyboard, wse the
keyhoard equivalents or
e the (7] and Then
pross (2], Chr using the
mouse, peint Lo the
desired speed and elick
mm

P'ress Ena) or w

claze the menu,

Eemember, a bnel HELP
sercen is available for

cach option listed in the ™
trE.

Mate: The Spesd menn
docs pol work with the
Condenged Kotae mode,
The defanlt speed s nsed.

The Speed menu displays 3 speeds and a No Hold Time selection, Bach
speed determines how [ast the messages are displayed and then replaced
on the sign by the next message.

Speed 115 the slowest speed and Speed 3 is the fastest. Use No Hold
Time if you want your messages o display as quickly as cach message
can be wrilicn 1o the sign. Note, only the Held mode should be used
when using Ne Hold Time. 1 no speed is chosen, the display speed
automatically defaults tw Speed 4.

Note, the keyboard equivalents again are highlighted on your screen

and in BOLD in the illustration below, Remember, you can also yse the
and [3) arrows along with (2, or point 1o the desired selection and
click [@O],

e Alpha¥et V30 Wednesday November 4, 1992 1:05 pm
o =

. —

| Modes ~Bharaciers

Spoods

Dplons

Trarmil

Spead 1

1, Specd 3

Speod 2

Specd 4
Specd 3
N Hold Time j
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Options Menu The Options menu displays four additional message cnbancement
selections. One of three possible sulmenus appears when cither
Temperature, Color, or Animation is selecled. Gach oplion is sclecled
like those i the previous menus; by using keyboard equivalents, arrow
keys and/or the mouse. Additionally, a descri pion of the options is
available in the Help screens ( [F1_) ),

The Time option inserts the lime direcily into your message, ‘I'he time
displayed is based on the time siored in your compuicr. 11 your computer
system tme i incorrect, your Alpha Message Center will reflect the error
as well. Mote, the Alpha Meassage Center 1ime is updated each time you
transmil a message, even il you do not actually display the time. To

' change the Alpha Message Center's master time, at the DOS prompl, type
?TME (£} The currenily programmed time is displayed. Then type the
desired lime al the prompt and press (7], See your DOS Usars Manual
for additional information.

The Temperature aption displays 4 choice of Fakrenheit and Ceolsins.
However, this option is not available on all signs. For individual sign
capabilities, see Chapter 4, AlphaNet Information,

‘The Calor option allows you to select from multiple colors, if you have a
multicolor sign. I you do not select a color, the sign will automatically
display red, unless the sign supports multiple colors and the message is
selin Awtomade. Then the colors are randomly selecied and displayed
Irom the available colors.

‘The Animarion option offers you nine graphics tiles thal can be inserted
anywhere within your messages. ff vou have a multicolor si o, Lhe colors
for the animation oplions are pre-programmed and cannot be changed., A
deseription of the files appears in Chapter 4, Alphalet information.
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Options Menu — —
rontinued . Alphufel V30 Wednesday November 4, 1992 1:05 pm
s |
|_ Mhodos Characless Spoeds pliong Trarsimit |
The Diptices rmemt = '_'I';m: —— |
displuys these seletions. & = Poiatns =
Fahrelich Eclor |
Hemeniher, to select a e —| ol Knimalion
i a b \
chatacter uplivm from the Light ReD s
Teerhoined, e Lhe key- Grecn e [y Boml
bourd equivalents {BOLB). Lipht GroeH Do D unel 1
O [F)umul (2] Then press A Firowarks
(=], O using the mose, ”____,.—'fmwn Ho Smoakiny,
peint to the desired uplion L 1?:?;:.::: Bl [:?E:‘::l:nnl
el ERl '___,..-r"’-’ '_,-"‘"- Ruarilwow 1 Think You
Press B2 or (O] to ] - ﬁ:.]nbuw'-l - u;';::‘:
clage & mEn, o P L S srnitliles
i | i e Pl . _||
’-"__.-' /;.L o
Submenu displayed after - P el T = HELF
selecting Temprrifure. | Tarh i
3 . _I_.--""- _I__,.""" _,.-"JJ
Subrnenu displayed atler e s
splecting Cealor, Mote, not ot L
all i‘f:llin'! are mvailanle on P"__.-r" /"
all signs L -
.-'"".-.-f ""’i
Sutmen displayed atwer 7 '___.a-"'ﬁ
selocting Anisaelion, '_’__,-’
LT
et
Eemember, a href HELP 7
sereen 1 available for
cach aption Listed in the
MENs.
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Transmit Menu T send your completed message to your Alpha Message Center(s), simply
seleel the Transmit menu.

| AlphaMNel V3.0 Wednestluy Movember 4, 19382 LS pm

\L Mhordes Chamolers Epecds Dptinns Tranasrnnil

[ Rotate | | Seven Row | This is the et message bring senc i Alpha

Tranzanitting - Flease Stand By ‘

Fl = IIELT

If the connection helween your PC and the Alpha Message Center is not
working properly, the transmitling message appears for a bricf moment,

Transmitting-Please Stand By

Press [Eee) or (O8] 1o Tlpllowed by a second message (may not always appear depending on
eturm o Lhe Messape pmblﬂm dELECLE.‘d}.

Lditer screen, ~—

— Mo cable connectionestianlished

Press (Ese) (wait momentarily) and then press [A1YE) to display a
diagnostic message box, Press to display the diagnostic Help sereen
associated with the messape box, Depending on the connection priblem,
the diagnostic messages and Help sereens will vary, Mot all connection
problems will display message boxes,

27
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Transmit Menu
continued

24

Press Eﬁﬂlﬁrrﬁil il
retum Lo e Message 7
Lditor screen. =

-

If your file still does not appear on your Alpha Message Center and no
message box appears, press 10 display a diagnostic message box.
Press o Jigplay the diagnostic Help screen associaled with the

message box.

Again, recheck the appropriate conmections as instructed by the diagnostic
messages and [Telp soreens. Reselect the Transmit menu.

See the Troubleshooting section in Chapter 4, AlphaNet Information Tor
additional information.
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AlphalNlet Message Examples

Alphallet This chapter is a guide Lo creating new and maodify existing messages,
Message Additionally you’ll learn how 1 add AlphaNet's preprogrammed
Example graphics, save message files, delete your files and exil AlphaNer,
Introduction

To create the Alphalet sample files, follow the cxamples on the next Tow
pages. Remember, descriptions, shortcuts and configuration information
appears in Chapier 4, AlphaNet Information,

Creating a Stwep L. From the Meysage Options menu, select Create New Messape.
New Message The Message Editor sereen appears.
| AlphaNet Vi Wednesclay November 4, 1992 1:05 pin |
\; Mados Characler. Speeds iy Transmit
1
: — v
|_ W= IIEL
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Creating a
Mew Message
continued

—

Remembier, toopen i o i
meny, ype (AE) and the
[irst letter of the menu
e e click [ER on the
desined menit.

Ta select a spacilic
pruedin From the keyboanl,
wpe the keyloard
eguivalent, ar e 1]
anad (], Then pross Lﬂ
i psing, the mowse,
paint 1o the he desined
moede and click [EE]

Maste, the Speed maode
has no affect on the
Condensed Rotate mesde,
“The default speed i

sl

Step 2.

T A Aoomesde

menu appears.

| Alphakel YA Wednesday Mevember 4, 1992 105 pm |

Fraom the Message Fditor screen, sclect Modes. The Modes

|
| Mdes Charasters Spoeds Spiticns Trunesnnl ||
ki e i

|= By Flasl I_—
3 Eold

B Interiock
E} Rell

FY Reqase

G Roviog Dat
My Scll

Iy Shds

d1 Grow

M) Spakie
Ly Spray

M) Siamuzsl
M) Swick

L_ o) Tainkls
|_. By Wips
G Comlereed Roale

Tl= IIELT

Step 3. Select the mode Spray, The Mode menu aulomatically

closes and Spray appears in the Message Fditor screen.

—

r.@.iphﬂNl:l. Vi Wedresday Movernber 4, 1592 15 pan |

| Miodes Chnraclars Bpeniby Chprions TransmiLJ
L

|_|_| z I : ’ =

Spray 1

W__
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Chapter 3 i

Creating a Step 4. From the Messape Fditor sereen, seleet Charaeters.
Mew Message The Characters menu appears.
continued = |
AdphaMet ¥EAH Wednesday November 4, 1992 1:05 pm
= ._!_
‘ | Mades Characters Spovde Options Transmit
e 5
{ Full Height
Femember, kevhoornd | |‘ TN Efcipht Serif
T : Eerwen How
:BLE]LEL el Appearin l £Bvon Bow Serif
1T Kow
skim
Wide
MWate, the default heipht filed %' ldth
15 Saven Bow, Proportional

|
|

X [
Enlemianiannl ‘

E1 = HELE

Step 5. Select the character Seven Row and then select Wide.
The Character meny guiomatically closes afler each
seleslion, Seven Row and Wide appear in the Message
Edilor screen aller Spray.

Alplea™el Vi Woednesduy November 4, 1392 1:05 pm |
Remember, (o cormect an e |
srror during the creation —

ol nopmesszpe, vse the 5, Miods B Bpcedts o =
urrow, backipece and s il
delete keys or position oY S —

o carsor using the /Y — —

Malse. b spray | b Soven Row ‘|I|' Wide

i1
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Creating a

Mew Message
continued

Speed |15 the slowes)
display speed and
Speed 5is the fases.

The delmult speed 15
Speed 4.

Step 6,
menu Appears,

From the Messape Editor screen, select Speeds. The Speeds

: ‘ AlphaMet Y30

Wenesalny November 4, 1992 1:05 pm |

Miwles Characters

Transmit

Speeds Dptions
R
Speed 1 f
| Hpween] 2
| Spead 3

i e - Spead &
I 2 e Speed B
e Mo HMoeld Tine

¥i = HELP

Step 7.
at the end of the command string, after Wide.

Select Speed 3. Speed 3 appears in the Message Editor scroen

| AlphaXet ¥30

Wodpescay Movember 4, 1992 1035 g

| | Miolis Ehinrinzems 5|'|H-ﬁL'i Qptions
|

Trancmit

I Spray b Seven Bowd b Wided | Speed 24




AlphaNET

Chaptar 3 i

Creating a Step &, From the Message Editor screen, select Options. The Ohptions
few Massage menu appears. If you are using a mullicolor Alpha Message
continued Center, select the Color option, and then choose Green from
the color selection submenu,
—— ?
AlphaMNel Yo Wednesday Nevenbwr 4, 1892 1405 pim
Mlodios Characters Bprods Oqticns Transmnil J
Fuor brct deseriptions e Time ] —
of the available |:||sl'j.i.ll:|.‘.|I e re———— N et teant Perlure —
sze pape 25 or highlight P = it Celor
e desired opuon and M ——— o H:_x]. Animalion
press (B 10 display . —— —— Light ReD -
the HELP screers, E;ﬁlﬂmc"
Ak
=== 7| Brown
Lo BRI Qranpe
.-y ; P11 Tollowr
'his menu appees if — —=— Raintow 1
the colos oo is | FasinTiesw 2
selected. However, Mix
the colors anly work — e
with multicelar signs L
¥l = HELI

Tu understand the use
of eartiage retens and

their affec an roesEnge S[{'-IJ‘ ':;I _"'ID‘I.#’, [}"FE This 18 Ty _-";J_I_':-l'j.:.'l.Nf.:‘.t tesr File.

appeaninees, sec the Your screen should look like (e following example.
oplons on page 49,

|| AlphaNel ¥340 Wednesday November dy 192 1005 pun

— ]

Mlexdes, Chinructors Spoeds Spticms Transmil

b Spray < F Seven Ruw ' Wide 1 P Speed 34 b olor Green |
This 15 my AlphaMes west file,

J-LFM/W\/W\i

A3
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Creating a Step 10. From the Message Editor screen, reselect Modes. The Modes
New Message meny appears. Then select Rotate as the trailing mode, The
continoed {railing made tells the message how to exit the display.

However, it is not absalulely necessary.

| Alphaliel AT N (] Wednesdny November 4, 19592 145 pm

|I Podes Characters Bpeeds Bplinns Teansmit —Tl
= A Aulmnisde = —
— Flash E : ——
B3 Hald

D Intedeck

E) Hnl

Fl Botate

@ Boving e

H) Scoll

B Slide

J] Snow

) Sperdde

Ly Sypmray

R Starbues

M) Hwich

T vnterstand the nee o 'r‘ff'il'lk'ﬂ

of curriape retims and = ™ ‘W'.]t,j .

their atfeel on messape @ Condensed Reate
apparances, see the
aplinns on page 45,

FiI=HELF

Your screen should look like the following example.

|_MphaNL'l LI . Wednesdny Novernber 4, 1452 105 pm |_

|| Modes Characicrs Bpeeds Opajons Travanit |
b speay 1 b SevenRow | | Wide | F Speed 34 b Colar Green | ‘
[his i my AlphaMet wstfile. | Ratate |
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Creating a Step 11, Last, again, from the Message Editor screen, resclect Options.
New Message The Options menu appears. Then select Animation. A
continued submenu of the Animation options appears. Select Cherry

Bomb from the submenu.

> '—__i
| AlphaNer ¥2.0 Wednedday November 4, 1% 1:05 pm
— — ]

| Meodes Cliarncicra Specds Qo Tranimit
Femember, keyboard — =]

) ; L Yame
;n£$1m1ﬁ appeat in —— emPerating
i Cirlowr

] | Aaim
Fur briel descriptions Clurry Bomb iz
ol each lﬂEI'I'IIMifIrI. e | BoriDand D |
frape 53 o highlighi 1 1 Fierwurks
the desired option and Mo Smoking
press (E ] 10 digplay Spsiing [
the HELT nereens. Qe
$hot Machiwe
Mo, 1o comtrl the m:ﬂu
hedght af your anine [ Weliana

tcis on i bwa-line wign,
il sl nulivile the -

Line Fogifion option, F1= HRELF
11 you do non zelect the
Top or Battom line

ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬁ.ﬁlﬂ?ﬂ Your completed screen should look like the following example,
| =
pogition, Animations on You are now ready 1o transmit and save YOUT messupe,

1 one-line sipn auloms-
ticatlly sppeur in Seven
Row, Seepages 46-48

For mvs InFarmnt o, AlphaNet V1.0 Wednesdsy November 4, 1992 1105 pm
e —1
Mo Charastans Sty Optoas Tranzmit

| Spray { | SevenRow 1 F Wide ! | Speed 31 | ColarGreen
This 15 my AlphaMetsestfile | Rotate | | Animaton, Chery Bomb 4

e NN AN
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Chapter 3
Transmitting | Step 1. To send your completed message to your Alpha Message
Your Message ' Center, select Transmit from the Message Ediror screen,

Make sure the file you want to send is displayed on your
screen when vou select Transmit.

AlphaMet Y230 Woednewdoy November 4, 1992 1405 pm

Masir Charalen Spweals Opeions Transmit

‘ I Sproy 4 | Soeven Row L Wade | F Speeal 34 b Colior Giresn |
This 19 my .-"l.li;hl:\'ri test file b Botate |8 Andmation Cheery B 4

L NAANAAAANANAANAANAN

Your screen should Took Tike the following cxample,
The message will appear on your Alpha Message Center

momentarily,
AMpha¥er VLD Wednesday November 4, 1992 1405 pm
Remember, if you have £ g
preabsleans fransmilling Mo Claaraitas Sjeals Options Franamit
LUF MLESSUEE, Press —
wdisgplay the = -
diagnostics message F Sprayd b Seven Row | F'Wided | Speed 31 | Color Green !
bomes, 17 mseddiad, press T~ | Thisizmy AlphaNetteafile. | Rotate | b Antmation Chery Bomb 1
[F1) e displuy the e,
diagneetic [lelp soreens. | “‘--u,___‘_ — - !
. Tranemitting - Please Stand By

Recheck the sppropriate |

CONNSCions as inatracted
by the messapes and Help
SCRtET.
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LlphaNET

Chapter 3
Saving Your Step 1. To save your message, press or [Om]. The save message
Message box appears on your screen. Select Yes o save your file.

Select No or press 1o cancel the save request.

| Adphadel Y30 Wednesday November 4, 191 1:05 pm

Mioxies Clamsicr Bpoods Opriong Tonnarnil
|

—

| Spray{ FSeven Row{ F Wided b Spesd 31 | Color Green |
You can select the save This is my AlphaNettest fila. * Rotate | b Animlion Cheery Bomb |
copdcng by hiphlighiing f ’
and elivkansg [EFT] or LY
N Yool press () - —

Memember, #f you want to N - Save Chanpes
cancel the tave mgoesd, o | B binlinl
(TR T Iﬁll Mo
Yex
IL—
¥l = HELF
Lielit the filensime the
s ey you wouild edis &
Tile, Llae thee insen, delete
amd urrow keyi, Step 2. “lype your name and the word TEST. For example, type
Ththelis T i Gles; BoETEST and press The Message Options screen
thiis pimis ] o file swill MEADEArs,
appear as BOOTEST MEG, _——
MEG i the file exiension I
| AlphalNel V3.0 Wealnealny November 4, 1992 1:05 pm
The muxmmum rumber ﬂ"*... —————
ol chargters you can "\.“‘ — =
enter for a filenae is Mheodes Clusracter Spoeck Oiptions Teansmit

eightl, The period and
the eatcnsion are added
dutomatically and me
notinclioded in the final
churacter toasl,

| Spray | | Seven Row @ Wided b Speed 34 | Codor Green |
This is my Alphaet test file. F Riotate | b Animolion Cherry, Bomb |

Tosave o Tile o an i Save File To: BOHTEST |
eaisting [ilename
(overeTine), £ee pape A1

T NN NN AN
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Chapter 3

Modifying
an Existing
Message

Romembr, toaclcct un
e fsting filename using
the keyboml, you can
types the Darst Jetber of e
[lenaine and press (2]
Fuor example, 1o welecy
RONOTEST, 1ype [}

Mater, o 17 is nat
necensary petil the exact
file you e sioe i high-
Tighted. Addiional letters
iy e relected 1o Junthes
clurily a filename, Por
XU, 1 Tl the file
with the nnme CTLMSG,
o wermndd first ype £
e T, and then tvpe L, ol
peeded. Thin will help
search through e Tiles
thnt ht'.gi.TI with £ untal
yimy lovate the desired file

38

Step L.

From the Message Options menu, select Modify Existing

Message. The Existing Files menu appears and displays all
the file(s) previously created.

I AlphaNet V10
L

Wednesday November 4, 1992 105 pm |

i'_

—

Munlity Bamting Messags ‘
l :’d. Fixisting Fllea

Mrrage Cptiond

‘ BORTHEL. WSO

F1 = NELF

Step 2. Select your file. For cxample, select BORTEST and press =)
The file reappears and can now be modified.

AlphaNet V30

Wednesday November 4, 1992 1:05 pmJ

Modes — Chemotors

Bptions Transmil |

LA A ANAAAAANNAANN

Sperck
||— | Speay | | SevenRaw 11 Wade ! | Speend 31 b Celor tireen | H
This is my AlphaNersest file. | Rusted b Animation Cherry Bomb




Meadifying
an Existing
Message

contanuad

AlphaNET
Chapter 3

Sicp 3. To practice modifying a message, vou can use the same

message bul change some of your oplions. Begin by deleting

the Spray mode.

Ta delete the Spray mode and the other oplions #s needed,
position your cursor anywhere on the option, or within one
character of the left or right brackels of the option and press
(Be)). You can also position your cursor one character to the
right of the option and press [Backspacs),

b Spray 1 b Spray 1
: | P 7
IT the cursor 1s If cursor is placed

placed here, use [Dal) here, use (Backspaca)

Step 4. After deleting Spray, select Rotate from the Made menu,
Then select Animations from the Options menu, From the
Animations menu select Running Animal.

Step 5. Continue by deleting Seven Row, Wide, Speed 3 and the
second Rotate. At this poinl, your screen should look like the

following example.
| Alphehet V30 Welnesdoy November 4, 1992 1:05 pm—‘
Mo Chamcters Spescs O Teansrlt

t Rowste d b Animation Renning Animal | | Coler Green |
Thisis my Alplaet test Gle. | Animation Cherry Rombd

LN AN AN

3



AlphaNET

Chapter 2
Mnd"yinﬂ Step 6. Position your cursor between Running Animal and Color Gireen
an Existing by using the arrow keys or the mouse.  From the Character
Message meny, select Five Kow.

continued Step 7.  Next, from the Speed menu, select Speed 1. Al (his time, if

you have a multicolor message center, you can also change
vour display colors, il desired.

Step 8. Position your cursor afler your message and add five spaces
after the word file. Then from the Options menu, select Time,

Step 9. Last, position your cursor after Time and delete Cherry Bomb.,
Then from the Oprions meny, select Animations and then
Running Animal. Tiis completes the message modilications.
Your screen should look ke the following example,
T vmckerataml this e
ol curmmge relums and
their ullect on meisape 5 Fp
appearances, sk e AlphaNet VA0 Wedneulay Moveribser 4, FEEL 105 pm
epdicnn v pagge 45

Musin Charnicrs Bpceds Opaions T |

M, oL con ITERETTL
ul uny time during the
creation of yoar message

| | Rowsic | | Animation Running Animal § F Five Row | b Spesd 1 |
| | ColorGreend Thisis my Alpha¥Nattest file | Time |
| Anmmstion Munming Animal {

Moz, files musl be \'\_

displayed to be transmitied. \ I

Remember, to send your completed message 1o your Alpha
Message Center, simply select Transmil lram the Message
Editor sereen.

Saving 2 modified file differs from saving a new file. Sec the
next section for information aboul saving your file 10 an
existing filename {(overwriting) or o a new name.

40



Saving to
an Existing

Filename
[overwriling)

Remembier, you eun selee
thes v apeiony by high-
lighting and clicking [mi)
EE-‘IH‘\" NV il press
Ll

Abso, i vou want 16
r:ancnl thie save tequest,

[rreas Eae) or [CIm

Step 1,

Siep 2.

AIp_hal\lET
Chapter 3 :

With your madified message still displayed, press (Ese). The
save message box appears on vour sereen. Select Yes 1o save
your [ile. Select No or press [Cm 1o cancel the save request.

| MphaNet V0

Wednesday Novermber 4, 1992 1:05 pm

‘prn:h

Opiions

‘ Modes Charactens

“— Rotde |t Animathon Running Antmal | | E

Trasisanl

ive fow | b Speat 1]

P Colorireend Thisis my Alphudet test file.  + Time |
b Animation Running. Animal |
— —
Save Changes |
. | Mo
‘ e e | ‘I"'|"L
Flz HFLP

After sclecling Yes, the Save file to message box appears
with the original filename displayed, plus the MSG extension,

AlphaNet Vig Wednesday Nowveinher 4, 1992 1205 pm
Modes Cheracters Speck Qpiions Transmic

P Color.Green i This s my -"-Iplm["'l?:l: teat file
| Animation _Rummning Anmaj 1

f Rewate f b Animation Runnmg Animald b Five Rowd + Spesd 11

F TimeA

' SaveFlle To: BOBRTEST . MS3G

41
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Chapter 3

Saving to
an Existing
Filename
el

42

Step 3.

AlphaNel V30 Wedneaday Novembor 4, 1R 105 o

With the vriginal filename displayed, if you press (&), the
Overwrile existing file message box appears,

e

|_f Rotxted b hni:mmnn_l{umung_hhm:::l{ F FivaRow | | Speed ] |
|} Color Greend  This is my Alphaet st file.  F Time |

Moies Churaciess Spooih Options Tranamilt |
—A

b Aniimation Running Animal |

| Save Fite To: ROATEST . MSG

[ 1
T Crwerwrite axistng Nle? |
M
| Yea

Fl=ilELY

If you select Yes, your modified message will be saved (o
the same filename being displayed. However, this will write
over any previous informaton in that file, The file will then
be saved and vou will automatically return 1o the Message
()ptions screen.

If vou would rather save the file to a new filename, cancel

the pverwrile request, type the new name in the Save file

1o message box and press (7). You can also press [Ing] (insert)
1o display the Existing Files menu, select the desired

filename and press Again, the file will be saved and

vou will automatically return 1o the Message Oplions screen.

Select No or press to cancel 4 menu or save request

This compleles the examples. See the [ollowing pages for
informaticn about deleting files and exiting Alphaier.




AlphaNET
Chaptar 3

Deleting Files Step 1. To delete a file, select the desired file from the Existing Files
. menu by using the arrow keys or the mouse. Then press
A message box appears.

’Tlphlﬁrt ¥i0 Wednesday Naovembeor 4, 1992 1105 pm

= e ————
[ Mmaagy: Cplin ‘

—
Modily Fuiatang Mlesuge

‘__t“1 Existing, Filns 4

_—

| I'(' Detete lem? ||
No
‘ i Yes

ROBTEST.MSC

Siep 2. If you select Yes (o delete the file, the file will be deleted and
you'll return to the Existing File menu. Select No or press
1o cancel the delete request.

43
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Chapter 3

Exiting AlphaNet ‘ Step 1. Toexit AlphaNet, press [E3€] at anytime that vou'd like 10 exit
the program. If you are in the Messaze Editor screen, vou'll be
asked il you want to save the message before the Exit AlphaNet
message box appears.

AlphaNel V10 Wednesday Movembar 4, 1992 105 pm

Miodily [xlwing Message
| Criale Meow Maouage

LT

|
' rnnagn Cplaon |I

No

Exit AlphaNet? [
Yt

‘ Fi - LR

Step 2. Once the Exir AlphaNer message box appears, if you select Yes
vour " returm o the DOS prompt. Select No or press [O8] 1w
cancel the exit request.

See Chaprer 4. AlphaNer Informarion for more Alphalet tips, options
and deseriplions,
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General
Information

Technical
Support
Information

AlphaNET

AlphaNet Information

Euch section in this chapler is written o allow casy reference for specilic

functions. The secuons include the following:

+ communications port selection

line position installation and usage

line breaks and carriage returns

AlphaNet und Alpha Message Cenler programming notes
mede descriptions

* * B &

-

animation descriptions
¢ keyboard tips and shorteuts
v troubleshooling

17 you need additional information not contained in this manual, pleass
contact your sales representative lor nssistance.

45



 AlphaNET
‘i Chapter 4

Communication
Port Selection

[For computers with
rmultipls serial ports)

Installing the
Line Position
Option

46

Mote, ll options must be
scparated by 2 spece and

wshush,

Also, you can ust oy of
thie ires aptacms ether
individually or in groups
of any order,

When connecting your Beta-Brite or Alpha Message Center{s) to your
PC, vou must plug the cable into a communications port and select the
same port in AfphaNer, After starting AlphaiVet, by either floppy or hard
disk, vou'll need 10 select rom gither communication ports 1 or 2,
(AlphaNet supports only ports land 2.)

MNote, the default port is COM 1 (port 1). If you are using COM |

lor a printer, modem or mouse, use CTOM 2, 10 you do nol have multiple
serial ports, disconnect all your accessories and conneet your sign 1o
COM 1. I vou have muluple ports and would like AfphaNet (o automa-
tically use the default port (COM 1) on each startup, switch your
accessorics 10 COM 2, Remember o select the same poat on starup thal
your cabic is plugged into. (Not necessary if using default por, COM 1)

Th selewt and activate @ communications port, follow these instructions;
Step 1. Plug the cable into an open port on your TC,

Step 2. On startup, after typing AlphaVet, type a space, a slash, the
communication port number and press (32) Tor example:

AlphaNet /2(35)

All two-line Alpha Message Centers allow you to display your message
in four different positions. However, the positions are only available if
you install the Line Position aplion on startup, See page 47 [or an
explanation of the available line positions.

To install the eption, follow these instructions,

Step 1. Onstartup, after typing AlphaNet, type space, slash and the
communications port number (if not using the default port -
COM 1), Then type the word €2 and press (+1). For example:
AlphaWNet /2 foN [&).

If you do not turm on the Line Position aption on startup, the
program automatically defaults 1o off,



AlphaNET
Chapter 4

Understanding The Line Pasition option Tets you display your message in scveral
Line Pasitions ditferent areas on all two-line Alpha Message Centers. The positions

include: 7ap, Battom, Middle and F1#f. Each position refers o the location
of your message when il is displayed on the Alpha Message Center.

For example, if you select the Top position, your message will be
displaved at the top of the Alpha Message Center, The Middle and
Bonom positions also work exactly as their names imply. However,
the Fill position displays as much of your message as possible within
both lines until you change positions.

If you do not select a position and you have a two-line sign, your Alpli

Nile o oontrol (e Message Center will automatically display your message in both lines,
height “"!r;f““ *I'_"'"“"" the Fill position. A one-line sign automatically displays a message in the
Lacnd oo b A ’ s . i : o .
oo ee & Middle position. See the tllustration below for an explanation of all four
lin: prrsition option, posinns,

L wou do pot select the
Tap or fottae line
persition, e sign
il L the £

pustion, Amimations o

& one-line sign moitomn MESSAGE

Liv::al];.rla]q:_:; in F::'l.-'u;n MESSAGE

R,

Top position Middle position
MESSAGE FILLS

MESSAGE OUT BOTH LINES
Bottom posinen Fill position
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Selecting and
Using Line
Positions

If you decide to activale the Line Position option, the Line Paosition
submenu will appear when you select most modes. Simply select the
desired position from the submenu.

If you do not activate the Line Position uption on installation, all
miessapes will be displayed in the FUE position. Remember, the Line
Pogition option is only apphicable o two-lme signs.

48

‘ ‘ Alphalict V30

Wednesday Novernber 4, 1992 1205

Masdns Charactens

U1 A Auumode E

| B} Fluh I

€] Hold

D) Iteslock

E) Holl

F) Rowae

) Rewing [

H) Sl

1) Shde

3y Siow

K} Spadde

L) Spoay

| M) Sutar
M) Hwuch
O] Twizkle
P Wips

Specils Optiona Tranamic

Fill Lines

Torgr Lirmy

M Lime
Batom Line

] i Q) Coadenned Rotate

¥1 = HELI’




Understanding
Carriage
Returns and
Message
Appearance

Hegular caniape retims
shaulid be el whirever
¥ou wimt 1o make a
break on the screan.
Hewewver, they do not
afrpwne i the Messane
Eeditor soreen and they
have ne affect im 1he
messapar whes they
app=ar on the sign.

AlphaNET
Chapter 4

AlphaNer uses two types of carmage returns, the regular kevboard relum
and the "New Line” return. The regular keyboard return (%)) allows
you 10 format the Message Editor screen with line hreaks so it can be read
casily. However, the sign will not read the regular carriage relums — (2],

The second type of carriage return is referred to as "New Line” and
appears as | New Lined in the Message Editor screen. The "New
Line" carriage return allows you to make line breaks exactly where

you want the message to break on the sign. To ereate b New_Line,
use (&) or @ME) Three choices are offered because

ol possible conflicts when using Windows™ oriented operating syslems,

! Alphas1 V10 Weedneaday November 4, 1992 1105 P

Trarvienil

[ Modes Characteni Sy Qpiloas

F ]"u‘iull”:l.‘_ﬂp!!i} it Seven Row 11 Wide |
FSpecd 31 | Color Green 4
‘ Thicis my | New Line {

AlphaNe | New Line {
el file | Middle Retate |

| F1L - HELF

19
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Chapter 4

AlphalNet
and Alpha
Message
Center
Programming
Notes

This seclion contains miscellaneous programming notes about how
AlphaNet works with the various Alpha Message Centers. Additional
program exceplions may exist.

Characters and Animations

» Wide characters are not available with Frve Row characiers.

o Full Height characters (15 or 16 Row) are anly available if the
Line Positign option is activaled.

« Five Row characiers appear only in uppercase letters. Lowercase
letters arc not available.

Line Positions

« 'The Middle position must be selected to use Full Height
(15 or 16 Row) characters.

« The Line Position option must be activated to use the animations
in either the Top or Hotrom positions,

Muodes

« When using Rotate, o completely clear the Alphu Message Center
hefore the next message is displayed, also use Rotate 15 a waling
mode.

+ A mode must be selecied before a control code (Uime, temp, speed)
can be used,

Alpha Message Centers, miscellaneous

» The multicolor option only wurks with multicolor signs.

- The temperatare opton is only available on incandescent signs.

« All animations and text appear in the color red unless you are
using & mullicolor sign.

» Animations on multicolor signs appear in various preprogrammed
colors. These colors cannot be changed.
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Mode ' AlphaNer offers you 17 different modes 1o choose from when crealing
Dascl‘ipl:inns your message. The modes and the desired colors (multcolor signs only)
can be mixed throughout your message. Noie, il you do not selecr a
mexde, your message will automatically appear in Automode.
Additionally, animation files can be added to further enhance your
tisplay,

To choose a mede, simply select the desired mode from the Mode
menu. The modes and their description are as follows:

Automode Turns on the Awtomexde function. Your Alpha
Message Center automatically selects modes for Yo
Messages.

Flash Your message flashes on the screen,

Hold Your message halds on the screen for several seconds,

Interlock Aliemating rows of dows interlock YOI TGS ALE Ml
the center of the display from each end.

Raoll Rolls your previous message oft the display while
rolling the new message on, After selecting Roll vou
must select one of six roll directions (up, down, lefl,
nght, in, out),

Rotate Rotates your message [rom the right to the lefl
horizontally across the display.

Roving Dot Wriles your new message over the current one with a
dot that bounces from side 10 side and top to bollom,

Seroll Your message serolls upward one line at a time,
pushing the previous line(s} upward.
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Descriptions

conlinued

Slide

Snow

Sparkle

Spray

Starburst

Switch

Twinkle

Wipe

Condensed
Rotate

Trailing Muode

Your message slides onto the display from the right 1o
the left, one character at 4 time.

Wriles your new message over the current message
with a snowing effect from 1ap to bottom.

Your new message sparkles onto the display over (he
currcnt message.

Your message sprays onto and across the display from
the right to the left, one character at 4 time.

Random starbursts explode your message onto the
display.

Alternating characters of your message slide off the
display in different directions (first character slides up,
the next down, etc). New chiracters appear on the
display in the same manner.

Your message is displayed in a twinkling effect.

Your niew message is wiped over the current messagc.
After selecting wipe, you must select ane of six
directions (up. down, left, right, in, out).

Rolates 2 condensed version of the message (rom
right to [eft horizontally across the streen, Note: The
Display Speed option does not work with this mode.
This is not available on all Alpha Message Centers.

A mode placed at the end of a message that tells the
messape how o exit the display.
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Animation AlphaNer includes nine graphic animation files ¥ou can use o enhance
Dasnriptiuns your messages. Animalion files can be placed anywhere within VEHIT
message. Note, however, that the animation files appear on the display
only as pictures and do not function as modes.

To use the ammation files, simply select the desired tile(s) Feom the
Ammation submenu found under the Options menu, 1f you have a
multicolor sign, the Animation colors are preprogrammed and canno
be changed. The files and their description are as follows:

Cherry Bomb A cherry bomb complete with a luse is displivyed,
The fuse bums down (o the bomb and (he bomb
cxplodes. To have the next word explode oul of the
bomb, use HOLD us the trailing mxde,

Dun't Drink A car collides with u bubbling cocktail glass and
and Drive s replaced with the message “Please Don'l Drink
and Dirive,”
Firewaorks Exploding fireworks appear randomly in the dispilay.
No Smoking Animage of a cigarette appears, is extinguished an
then replaced with the No Smoking symbol,
Running An animal moves from right o left across the display.
Animal

Slot Machine Slot machines randomly appear across the display.

Thank You The words “Thank You™ are written in script, moving
left to right across the display.

Turba Car A car appears in the distance and then moves acrass
the display.

Welcome The word “Welcome™ is written in script, moving left

to right across the display.

33
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Character
Descriptions

Full Teight

Full 1Teight
Serif
Seven Row

Seven Row
Serif

Five Row
Slim

Wide

Fixed Width
FProportional

International

[[== ":‘IEEPE ae ey B ORMORT OB

Text is displayed in full display height.*
(Full height varies with the sign size,)

Diecorative text is displayed in full display heighe.*
([Full height varies with the sign size.)

Texl is displayed in seven dot high characlers.

Decorative text 1s displayed in seven dot high
characiers.

Texl is displayed i five dot high characrers.
Text 15 displayed in normal width characters.
Text 15 displaved in bald characters.

Text displayed has a lixed width and spacing,

Text is displayed in proportional characters, This is
the defaull serting for all Alpha Message Cenlers,

The columns below display the Tnternational
character groups. After selesting a base character,
the associated group will be displayed, Select the
destred character.

E 1 N O U Y ? I |
e i n o u 4 A
¢ i i 6 i ¥ £
¢ i N B8 4 ¥
& i 6 u Pt
2 i o i 3
E 6
2

¢ Frdi fleiphe ean only be wsed um twin-ling signs with the Lise Posiion optiom activated,
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and Shortcuts
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When programming your Beta-Brite or Alpha Messape Center with
AlphaNet, you can use either the mouse or the keyboard commands,
The following pages conlain a complete list of keyboard commuands,
Note, whenever route appears, it refers 1o the order VOU MUSL accesy
the menus and options 1o activate the desired command,

Delete a message entry (Dalets )
Exit menus and/or the
Message Editor with an option to save Esc

Create a line break in the message editor screen (Return }
Create a line break on your sign (+ New_Line 1) (ai) (), cin [+

or (Gn])(4]
Exil the program Al JFi0]
Cancel all changes
Delete the item 1o the left of the cursor position  (Backspace
Delete the item at the current cursor position Dalata
Accept information entered or select the item Enlar

Help

Muove up one line
Move down ong line
Move lelt one position
Move right anc position

Move to the very beginning ctilJrgu
Move 1o the very end vl JPg Dn]
Move to the lefi-mesi position on the line
Move 1o the right-most position on the line

Move up one page

Move down one page

Meve to the left one word or field
Move 10 the right one word or ficld

EEE @@HB BHEH@[DH@

a
o
4]

[
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Keyboard Tips Route; Message Editor screen,

and Shortcuts Menn selections.

continued
Modes Do)
Characlers
Speeds M E
{Jptions A E
Transmil
Diagnostics ALY D]

{MNot displaved as 2 menu sclection. For rmsmission problens only.)

Route:  Active in the Message Editor sereen,
Mode selections,

Automode
Flash
Hold [c)
Interlock 0J
Rall E)
Rotale £
Raving Dot (&)
Scroll
Shide: m
Snow
Sparkle
Spray L)
Starburst M]
Switch
Twinkle
Wipe: [F}
Condensed Rotate =)
condinied




AlphaMET
Chapter 4

I{Eyhuapd Tipg Boute: Active in the Messape Editor screen,

and Shortcuts Roll and Wipe modes submenu.

conkinted
Down
In E]
Lef1 L]
Right (R)
Ot
Up ]

Route:  Active in the Messape Editor screen,
Must modes (il Line Position oplion 15 activared),

Fill
Top il }
Middle ™)
Rottom

Route:  Active in the Message Editor screen,
Character menu,

Full Height

Full Heinhl Serif
Seven Row
Seven Row Serif
Five Row

Slim

Wide

Fixed Width
Proportional
International

CEHEDEEHEER
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Keyboard Tips
and Shortcuts

coenkinued

58

Route:

Rouie:

Route;

Active in the Message Fditor sereen,
Speed menu,

Speed 1 (1)
Speed 2
Spead 3 ]|
Speed 4 (4]
Speed 5 (8)
Mo Hold Time (M)

Active in the Mesvape Editor screen,
(tions menu.

Time |
Temperature (F]
Color
Animation ()

Active in the Mesiape Editor screen,
{Iptions menu,
Temperature oplion,

Fahrenheit
(€}

Celsius

cemlinitied
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and Shortcuts

continued

Route;

Route:

Route:

Acuve in the Messape Editor scroen,
Cptions menu,
Celor option,

Red (R}
Light Red
Green (&)
Light Green (M)
Amber
Brown B)
Orange £s]]
oo
Ramborl (1)
Hainbow?2 (2}
Mix W)

Active in the Message Editor screen,
Cldions menn,
Animation option,

Cherry Bomb E]
Don't Drink and Drive
Fireworks (F]
Mo Smoking [H)
Funning Animal (A)
Slot Machine E)
Thank You (1]
Turbo Car
Welcome

Active in the Message Editor screen,

AlphaNET
Chapter 4 =

CAprions menu (if Line Position oplion is activatad),

Animation option,

Fill
Top
Middie M)
Bonom (2]

a9
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Troubleshooting

Mate, all aapitivens momest ke
soparated by a space and
a slash,

Alzo, you can use any of
the theee opdons cither
individually or in groups
al any coler,

ol

This section conlaing common problems and possible solutions. IF afer
consulting this list, you are still experiencing difticulties with your Alpha
Message Center or Alphaier, please contact your sales representative,

Transmission difficulties:

[5 the Alpha Messape Center plupged in?

Are all the conneclions inslalled and secured?

Ts the correct communications port selecled?

Diocs the port sclected match the port the cable is plugged into?
Press [ALfD) or and then to display additional

transmission messages and Help, (Must be in Message Edilor Soreen.)

AlphaMet or file not found:

L

Are vou in the gorrect directory?

Drd vou add an extension o the filename when it was fisst Created?
IT applicable, is the proper Ploppy diskette in place?

If applicable, is the correct drive specified?

Cuolor Emulation Monitors:

IF using a color cmuolation monitor, such as a lapiop, run the
AlprhaNet option BW. The 8W (Black/White) option gives you
a clearer sCreen image.

To install the BW option, Follow these insoractions:

Step 1. On starup, after typing Alphalet, Lype a space,
a slash, BW and press For example, 1ype
Alpha¥ot /BW ()

Mote, all other options can be used wilh the BW oplion as long as
you use 4 space and a slash to scparate cach option,

{haracters and animations displaved are not the desired size:

See page 30 for programming notes.



AlphaMET
Chapter 4 i

Tmuhieshunting Some of the control codes (color, temp, ele.) do not work
continued wilh my sign:

* Not all control codes are available on all signs.
See page St for programming notes.

» Have vou entered a mode before the control coule(s) m
your messape?

The mouse does not work or locks up on the screen:

* Is the mouse driver installed? (Check on startup)

= Ts the mouse cable sceurely installed?

= Is the monse cable connected 1w 4 port difterent than the
assigned porl?

+ Is the mouse MigroSoft compatible?

= I you have only one communications port, disconnest
all accessories, including the mouse and use the port (o
COMNECT your sign.

AlphaNet does not seem to work as the manual indicates:

= Are you using DOS version 2.1 or higher?
= Do you have enough memory (al least 512K RAM)

The Line Position oplion does not work:

* Did you activate the Line Fosition option on startup?
1 P P

The Line Posilion option has no effect on my sign:

* Is your sign only a cne-line sign? The line pasition oplion
does not work with one-line signs.

Your PC screen has poor quality:

* Try adjusting the conlrast and brighmess control,
= If you are using a color emulalion monitor, run the BW oplion o
tlear your screen. See page 60 for more information,

&1
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Index

A Chemy Bomh anirtion 53

Color crmulaton manitors, using 60
Colur menu opsions 25, 33
Communiention porls 46
Condensed Batate pusde 52
Coenneeting Alphatoa PC 2-10
Clipriies, backup 1

Creats New \'11-.'5:.“.5{'. seroen 21

Alpha Messape Centegy,
connecting Original BMO) 0 PC 4
cunmeelng Mew EMC(s w0 PO A
connecting Mined EMC(s) e PC 9
connecting EMO(5) Back-lo-back 11
programming aoles, 50

AlphaMet
cammunications |
comnectons 2-10

Tiared disk inutallation 11 o
maETnany fequiremenls 3 DreFault
progratiming notes 50 character height 1
using [rom a floppy disketts 12 dhisguy spoed 24, 32
uging from @ hanl desk 149 Deleting
Arimationg fules from AlphaMer 43
desenplions 3% ks onlries 39
oplions menn 35, 35 Diagnostic message boxesHelp sereens 27, 28
programming notes 51 Dhuplay
Automnle 51 spesd defunl 24,32
spands 34, 32
Dom't Drink and Dive aminalicn 53
B
Backup copies 1 E
Deta-Brite, conmections 5, 6
Houom line positinn 47 Ediving messapes 3%
AW uplion Exumple
desuription Gl areling o now message 29-35
installing ) [lename 41
line positon options 4748
Raisting Files menu 20
C Lxiving AlphaMer 44
Carriage Relums, undersuanding 49
Character F
pProgramming notes 50
descrpucns 54 Filename
height 3, 31 exlensiong 37
height default 51 maximum climiciers 37

menu options 23, 11 Fill line pogition 47
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Fireworks animation 335

Fiwe Bow chieacters 54

TFized Whidth characters 54
Flash mode 51

Full Heighe charueters 54

Full Ht:itﬂﬂ Senl characters 54

H

Hardware requircmencs 1
Hefp seneens 10619
Mold mads 51

Installing
Alpha™Nel on haed disk 13
BW oplion &l
Chnmnnications pont A
Lire Tosition option 46

Interlock mede 51

Trbermat onal chisracters, 54

K

Kevboand
|.':|]:||iw:1|.=:r||:: 58-89
shorouts 33-39
ps 53-59

L

Lins Position option,
cramples 4/-44
inpstalling 4
selecting fsing AR
vnderstanding 47
commen problems 6]
IIII%“I!IIII'I;II& 1iles <n

Lis=iting
AlphaXet on o hard drve 60
files in AlphaMer &

M

Mz sercen 13
Mazimwzm Tenamne chamctars 37
Mezeape [ditor screen 21
Message Editor screen opliions 21
Bessiage Oplions w20
Middle line position <47
Maies
tesenplions 31252
dircctiong 22
lite poeiiens 22
rren oplions 20, 50
pragramming notes, 36
Modifving cxisting messages 20, 35-40
Mlunse, ceammun prhlems Gl

Mo Smaking animanion 33
M Lt sznrringe relin 49

o

Lptions menu 23-26, 43
Chplicus
Temperature 23
Animation 23
Time 25
Calor 25
Crverwritng existing filenames «41-42

p

Progroen version noenlser 15
Praparticnal characters 54
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34 T
Heguircmenls Technical Suppor 43

hardware and softwang 1 Ternperatuee optian 25

memory 1 Thank You smmation 53

sysiern 3 lime option 25
Haoll mode 51 Top line position 47
Fotate mode 51 Trailing muode 52
Foving Dot mode 51 Iransmission, comman probloms G0
Running Avimod snimation 53 Transmir cption mens 21, 27-25. 56

Transmilling mezsape files 27-28, 36
'l']'(ml?lr.ﬂml_'ulh'.lg Gi-4]

5 Turbe Car aninstion 53
Twinkle mode 52

Savimg message files 37

SVIRE te an exivung tlename 41 42

Seroll mede 51 u

Selecting existing messages 20

Sevion Row chamelers - 54 Usmg AlphaMer from o floppy 12
Seven How Senif charders 54 Using AlphaNet from o band disk 13
Shoitanls, keyhoand 5550 Vsirg ealor comulation manitors 60

Blide mode 52
Alim characiers 549

Sl Machine apimation 59 w

Sncw mede 57

Sollwure peguirenients. | Weliome animatios 53
Sparklemode 52 Wide charaiars 749
Specids Dplinuumr_'nu 2432 V-":Ip:: mede 52

Spruy mode 32
Starlwirs! maods 32
Swirch mode 52
Swstem requitemianty





