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1.03 State and local laws and ordinances pertaming
to pole stepping may vary. Information in this

section conforms to national standards. Consult with
local authorities for existence of different requirements.

1.01 This practice covers the description, arrange­
ments, and method of mounting pole steps.

1.02 This practice is reissued to update information
on spacing pole steps to conform with OSHA

and the National Electric Safety Code (NESC). These
standards do not require the restepping of existing
poles. Revision arrows are used to emphasize the more
significant changes.
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2. DESCRIPTION OF STEPS

2.01 Figure 1 illustrates a pole step (permanent
type).

2.02 Figure 2 illustrates a B pole step (temporary
type) .

3. PLACING STEPS

3.01 Place pole step (permanent type) as shown in
Fig. 3.

3.02 Place B pole step (temporary type) as shown in
Fig. 4.

Note: A linemans wrench (Fig. 5) may be used
when it is necessary to align the screw with the
plate.

Caution: Remove all B pole steps before leav­
ing the pole.

4. LOCATING STEPS

B POi STEP ~31~)NG

~iCRiIl~IW.I:l_:Ia

GALVANIZED NAIL>

Fi9. 2-B Pole Step

4.01 Pole steps (permanent type) shall not be placed
at a distance less than 8 feet above the ground.

4.02 The B pole step (temporary type) closest to the
ground shall be placed at a distance of no more

than 24 inches above grade.

4.03 If there is a fence, accessible roof or other object
close to a pole which might enable unauthorized

persons to reach the permanent pole steps placed in
their normal positions, omit these steps. In such cases,
either place B pole step mountings up to a height that
will prevent access to the permanent steps, or omit all
steps from the pole.

4.04 Figures 6 through 14 illustrate the location of
pole steps at typical installations.

DOUBLE STEPS
ON POLES WITH
DIAMETER LESS

THAN 8 IN. SHALL
8E STAGGERED

APPROX lIN.

BORE ALL HOLES
HORIZONTAL

TOWARDCENTER
OF POLE

BORE 112IN. LEAD HOLES
4 TO 4-1/2 IN. DEEP
(SEE NOTEI

NOTE:
IN CEDAR POLES IIORE
3111 IN. LEAD HOLES
2 TO 5 IN. DEEP.

j

KNURLED RING>

Fig. 1-Pole Step
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Fig. 3-Placing Pole Step (Permanent Type)
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Fig. 4-Mounting B Poill Step

Fig. 5-Linemans Wrench
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.Fig. 6-B Pole Step Spacing.

Page 4
PROPRIETARY-BELLCORE AND AUTHORIZED CLIENTS ONLY

See proprietary restrictions on title page.



BR 621-210-012
Issue 3, December 1985

IIOTES:
I. NA~K POLE AT HEIGHT Of" FT.

ABOVE GROUND.
2. PLACE STEP ·A· ONLY ON JO'NT

POLES. IF CROSSARN IS PlACCD
WITHIN .2 IN. ABOVE STRAND OR A
GUARD ARN IS USED. ON IT
STEP w.w.

3. PlACE STEP "S. 12 'N. BELOW
BOLT HOLE OR BOLT. IF TERNINAl
IS ON FACE Of' POLE OR BACK Of
POLE. PLACE STEPS "S. AND "C.
ON QUARTER Of POLE.

4. PLACE DOUBLE STEP "D. 42 IN.
Bl:LOW STRAND OR STRANO NOUNTCD
TERNINAL.

5. PLACE DOUBLE STEP ·C· 411N.
BELOW POLE NOUNTED TERMINAl OR
PROTECTOIl.,

6. PLACE DOUBLE STEP "T. 45 IN.
BELOW POLE MOUNTED PROTECTOR
WHEN NOUIITED Bl:LOW POLE NOUNTED
TERMINAL.

7. PROCEEDING no... THE POLE STAGGeR
STEPS AT IS IN. INTERVALS TO
STEP "H" WH ICN SHOULD BE LOCATCD
oTO IS IN. AIOVE I FT.

I. PLACE MOUNTING PLATES FOR B
POLE STEPS AS SHOWN IN FIG. e.

Hlw'....~-'
8 fT. MIN.

INOTE 81

B

1
30 IN.

'1
l

(NOTE 71

l

Fig. 7-Typical Stepping-Pole with Distribution Terminal and/or Protector
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~
LINE STEPS

STEPS ON "~
QUARTER ./:.

SECTION AT BB

CABLE
EXTENSION

AIIM

6 IN.

NOTES:
I. MARK POLE AT HEIGHT OF

B FT ABOVE GROUND.

2. PLACE STEP 0 ABOVE EXTEN­
SION ARM ONLY ON JOINT
POLES.

3. AT "BB" PLACE TWO STEPS ON
LEFT SIDE OF POLE ANO ONE
STEP ON RIGHT SlOE OF POLE.
(SEE 'SECTION AT BB')

4. OMIT STEP 't" IF PROTECTOR
15 NOT PLACED BELOW
CABLE STRAND.

S. STEP REST OF POLE AS
SHOWN IN FIG. 6 ANO 7.

6. FOR STRANO MOUNTEO
TERMINALS TO RIGH~ OF
POLE REVERSE POSITION OF
STEPS 'A' AND 'D'.
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Fig. 8-Stepping Pole Equipped With Extension Arm and Terminal
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NOTES'
L "UK POlE AT HEIGHT OF 8 FT

AIlOYEOIlOUNO.

2. PlACE STEP'Ir' ONLYON JOINT POLES.
IF CROSSARM IS PLACED 'WITHIN 12 IN.
ABOVE STRANDOR It GUARDARM 1$
USED. OMIT STEP'"A~

3. STEP"Ir'IS PLACED ONQUUTER,I2 IN.
8ELOW 8QLT HOLE OR BOLT.

4. OMIT STEP"t"IF PROTECTORIS NOT
PlACED BELOWCABLE STRAND.

!l. PROCEEDING DOWH THE POLE STAGGER
STEPS AT IS IN. INTERvALS TO STEP E
WHICH SHOULD IE LOCATED 0 IN. TO
1$IN. ABOVE B FT MARKONPOlE.

6. PLACE IIOUNTING Pl ATES FOR B POLE
STEPS AS SHOWN IN FIG. 6.

Fig. 9-Stepping Pole at Cable Dead End
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(NOTE 51

NOTES:

l. MARt< POLE AT HEIGHT OF
I FT ABOVE GROUND.

2. STEp·,,-,s PLACED 12 IH.•lOW
BOLT HOLE OR IOlT.

S. PLACESTEP ·0· "N. A-':
STRANO ONJOINT POLES.

4. PROCEEDING DOWN POLE.
STAGGER STEPS AT Is IN.
INTERVALS TO STEP C WHICH
SHOULD BE LOCATED 0 IN. TO
IS IN. ABOVE ,'T MARk.

S. PLACE MOUNTING PLATES FOR
• POLE STEPSAS SHOWN IN
FIG. 6.
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Fig. 10-Stepping Tall Poles Without Distribution Terminal
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Nons,
I. MARK POLE ATHEIGHT OF

8 FT ABOVE GROUND.

2. STEPS "A"ANDV ARE 8 INCHES
BELOW DRIVE SCREWS WHICH
SECURE DIAGONAL MEMBERS
OF S POLE SEAT TO POLE.

s. STEPS "A""C~"D~ AND "G" ARE
PLACED AS SHOWN BELOW'

STEPS·A- ·C·
"D"ANP"GJ •
ON QUARTER

4. PLACE STEP "H"ABOVE STRAND
ONLY ON JOINT POLES ANO
IF NO GUARD ARM IS USED.

S. PROCEEDING DOWN POLE,
STAGGER STEPS AT 15 IN.
INTERVALS TO STEP F WHICH
SHrMILD BE LOCATED 0 IN.
TO 15 IN. ABOVE 8 FT MARK
ON POLE.

6. PLACE MOUNTING PLATES
FOR B POLE STEPS AS SHOWN
IN FIG.6.

tFig. 11-Steps for Cross-Connect Terminals with S Pole Seat.
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1
30 IN.

-+
~.

i
30 IN.

1
• FT. MIN.
lNOTE 6)

NOTES:

I. .....RK POLE "'T HEIGHT OF
I FT "'BOVE GROUND.

2. PLACE STEP -E"ABOVE STRAND
ONLY ON JOINT POLES "'NO IF NO
GU...RD "'R" IS USED.

3. STEp·...·IS PL"'CED 12 INCHES
IELOW BOLT HOLE OR BOLT.

4. PL...CE STEP'B'ONLY WHEN
CONTIoCTORS OR TER.. IN"'LS "'RE
POLE "OUNTED.

5. PROCEEDING DOWN POLE. ST...GGER
STEPS "'T 15 IN. INTERV...LS 10
STEP D WHICH SHOULD BE LOC"'TED
o IN. TO 15 IN....BOVE B FT ..... RK.

6. PL...CE .. OUNTING PLATES FOR B
POLE STEPS ...S SHOWN IN FIG. 6.
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Fig, 12-Steps on Poles Supporting Pressure Equipment
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CAlIIET

4. STEPS "0". "J" All) "K" ARE PLACED
AS SHOlIII BELOlI:

LINES~EP~
N·~

~ STEPS "A". "C"
All) "B" 01
QUARTER

5. PLACE STEP "H" ABOVE STRAIID ONLY
011 JOIIIT POLES AIIIl IF Il1O 8UA~
A~ IS USED

8. PROCEEDING DOWII POLE STAGGER STEPS
AT 15 III. IIITERVALS TO STEP F
IIHICH SHOULD BE LOCATED 0 II.
TO 15 III. ABOVE 8 FT. 1lARK.

7. PLACE ~UIITING PLATES FOR B POLE
STEPS AS SHOIIII III FIB. B.

IIDTE8:
1. IlARK POLE AT HEI8HT B FT. ABOVE~
2. STEPS "A" All) "B" ARE B II. IELOlI

THROUGH BOLT WHICH SECURES OIABOIAL
IlEIlBER OF BALCOIY TO POLE

8. STEPS "A". "C" All) "B" ARE PLACEO AS
SIlO.... BELOW:

8 III.

~---r

(IIDTE 81

II
li

B FT. "III.
(IIDTE 71

I:

SPACED
EVERY
15 III.

tFlg. 13-Steps for Interface and Closures with Band C Terminal Balconies.
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BIN.

SPACED
EVERY
15 III.

NOTES:
1. "ARK POLE AT HEIGHT B FT. ABOVE GROUND
2. STEP F OPPOSITE STEP ON DIAGONAL BRACE
3. PLACE STEP E ABOVE STRAND ONLY ON

JOINT POLES AND IF NO GUARD AR" IS USED
4. STEPS "A", "B", "C" AND "0" PLACED AS

SHOWN BELOW:

STEPS "A". "B". "C".
AND 0 ON QUARTER

5. PROCEEDING DOWN POLE STAGGER STEPS AT
15 IN. INTERVALS TO STEP G WHICH SHOULD
BE LOCATED 0 IN. TO 15 IN. ABOVE
B FT. ftARK.

S. PLACE ftDUNTING PLATES FOR "B" POLE STEPS
AS SHOWN IN FIG. B.

A

t-
(IlOTE 5)

I
B FT. 'IIN.

(NOTE H)

tFig. 14-Steps on Poles With B Cabinet Balcony.
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