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Technical Publication Change Instructions
Updated replacement pages and/or drawings are attached to this Technical Publication Change Instructions. Please
follow the directions under Publication Update Requirements and replace corresponding pages with the attached pages
provided. Failure to make these replacements may result in loss of product efficiency and possible failure. Please note
that page numbers no longer have alpha suffixes, and now the revision level on newer publications adds a numerated
suffix denoting its difference from the core revision. Most specific changes are identified by change bars in the
corresponding margins. A replacement page with no numerated suffix means a change has not occurred, but the page
is included because its page is double-sided. 

Replacement pages will become standard pages at the next printing cycle.  The Front Matter (excluding Cover page),
Table of Contents, List of Illustrations and Tables, Preface (in most cases) and Index will be updated at this cycle. For
record purposes you are encouraged to retain this TPCI as a permanent part of the publication. Record changes in
your publication’s Preface section (Under newer Giga-tronics publications, “Record of Publication Changes”, in older,
“Record of Manual Changes”).

Publication Former P/N, Revision & Date Updated P/N, Revision & Date

Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizers Service Manual 31232, Rev. A3, April 2002 31232, Rev. A4, June 2002

Publication Update Requirements

Change Originator Replace Old Page(s)/
Add New Page(s) Remarks

ECO CAR QIR

N/A Replace old first 2 pages of 
the Front Matter with new. Update to revision level on front matter to Rev. A4, Date June 2002.

PCN 8203 - A3 Errata Only Replace old Chapters 1, 2 and 
3 (in their entirety) with new.

Updates to Chapter 1 based on new specifications update to the 
Series 12000A from document 31836 Rev. U.  Chapter 2 updated with 
new AM Modulation Test Section; other inaccuracies corrected and an 
update to FM Modulation Test has been implemented. A title change 
has occurred for Chapter 2 from “Performance Tests” to “Performance 
Verification”.  Chapter 3 has title change from “Adjustments” to 
“Calibration” to reflect uniformity of Giga-tronics publications and the 
Series 12000A Operation Manual. 
Section 2.2.9a moved now Section 3.7. "Monitor Functions" is now 
Section 3.8.

N/A Replace old 6-7 to 6-16 with 
new 6-7 to 6-24.

Update to Chapter 6 occurs because of incorporation of new Series 
12000A format from Operation manual.  Error Codes have also been 
added.  A complete update to this chapter will occur in Revision B.

NOTE: Erratas 31232-A1 through 31232-A3 no longer need to be shipped.  The 
31232-A4 errata takes care of re-issuing Erratas 31232-A1 through 31232-A3.  
Chapter 3 does not have a new tab update because of the new name.  The tab 
updates and new formatting will not occur until the next main revision level, Rev. B.
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WARRANTY

Giga-tronics Series 12000A instruments are
warranted against defective materials and
workmanship for three years from date of
shipment. Giga-tronics will at its option repair or
replace products that are proven defective during
the warranty period. This warranty DOES NOT
cover damage resulting from improper use, nor
workmanship other than Giga-tronics service.
There is no implied warranty of fitness for a
particular purpose, nor is Giga-tronics liable for any
consequential damages. Specification and price
change privileges are reserved by Giga-tronics.

MODEL NUMBERS

The Series 12000A has model numbers for each instrument with a specific frequency range as described in    
Chapter 1.  All models are referred to in this manual by the general term 12000A, except where it is necessary to 
make a distinction between the models.  In these cases, the specific model number(s) will be used.

All technical data and specifications in this publication are subject to change without prior notice and do not represent a change without prior 
notice and do not represent a commitment on the part of Giga-tronics Incorporated.

© 2002 Giga-tronics Incorporated.  All rights reserved.  Printed in the USA.
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1
Specifications

1.1 Introduction

The Series 12000A are Microwave Synthesizers with Step, Ramp (Series 127XXA Only) and List 
Sweep capability; the instruments operate over a wide range of microwave frequencies, power levels and 
in a variety of modulation modes. The 12000A can generate output signals over a frequency range of   
10 MHz to 20 GHz; the frequency range is dependent on the specific model number. Table 1-1 lists the 
models with their respective frequency range.   The RF output can be Fixed (CW), Step, Ramp or List 
Sweep with External Frequency, Amplitude or Pulse Modulation.  The Series 124XXA is a CW ONLY 
Microwave Synthesizer.  Option 29 (Scan Modulation) and Option 24 (Internal Modulation 
Generator) are only available on Series 125XXA/127XXA models.

Observe the publication’s legend header sections as a way to assist in the operability of the Series 
12000A purchased.  Operation from the instrument’s front panel is detailed in Chapter 2 of the 
Operation Manual.  Instructions on how to operate the instrument from a remote host computer over 
the GPIB (General Purpose Interface Bus) can be obtained from Chapter 3 of the Operation manual.  

1.1.1 Environmental Standards

All Series 12000A models are environmentally tested for compliance with MIL-PRF-28800F, Class 3.

Specifications (Introduction)
Model

124XXA
125XXA/
127XXA

1.1.1 - Environmental Standards √ √

Table 1-1: Series 12000A Model Numbers

Series 12400A
(CW Generator)           

Series 12500A
(Signal Generator)           

Series 12700A
(Swept Signal Generator)           Frequency Range

(Step Sweep, No Modulation) (Step Sweep, Modulation) (Step and Ramp Sweep Modulation)

12408A 12508A 12708A 10 MHz to 8 GHz

12428A 12528A 12728A 2 GHz to 8 GHz

12420A 12520A 12720A 10 MHz to 20 GHz

12422A 12522A 12722A 2 GHz to 20 GHz
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1.2 Specifications
(Signal Parameters & Operational Modes)

The following are specifications for the Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizers.    

1.2.1 CW Operation

Specifications
Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

1.2.1 - CW Operation √ √

1.2.2 - RF Output √ √

1.2.3 - Spectral Purity √ √

1.2.4 - Step Frequency Sweep √ √

1.2.5 - Step Power Sweep √ √

Ranges

Model

10 MHz to 8 GHz 12408A 12508A 12708A

2 GHz to 8 GHz 12428A 12528A 12728A

10 MHz to 20 GHz 12420A 12520A 12720A

2 GHz to 20 GHz 12422A 12522A 12722A

Resolution

0.1 Hz (Standard)
1 kHz (Optional)

Accuracy & Stability (Identical to Timebase Oscillator)

Timebase (Internal) 10 MHz

Aging Rate <5 × 10-10/day after 72 hours continuous oven operation

Temperature Stability <±2 × 10-10/ °C (0 to +55°C)

Timebase (External)
5 or 10 MHz (±1 x 10-6 or better) (Software selected)
0.5 to 5 V P-P into 100 Ω (Nominal)

Switching Time, List Mode

<500 µs to within 1 kHz of set frequency (Typical)

Switching Time, CW Mode

35 ms to within 1 kHz of set frequency (Includes IEEE overhead) (Typical)
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Residual FM During Switching

Refer to FM Table, Wide Mode Residual Column, Section 1.5.3

Phase Offset Mode

Range -180 to +180 degrees

Resolution .01 degrees, maximum

Step Size .01 to 180 degrees

Accuracy Not specified.  This is relative mode of operation and is designed to be used interactively
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1.2.2 RF Output

Maximum Leveled Output (0 to 35°C)

Frequency Range (GHz) Output Power (dBm) Option 26 (dBm)

0.01 to 2 +15 dBm +14 dBm

>2 to <8 +15 dBm +15 dBm

8 to 15 +15 dBm +13 dBm

>15 to 20 +15 dBm +12 dBm

Incremental Level Range

-20 (Typical) to +25 dBm; -120 to +25 dBm (Option 26)

Resolution

-0.01 dB, entry and display

Minimum Calibrated Output Level

-120 dBm with attenuator Option 26
-10 dBm without attenuator Option 26
RF Off: Attenuates the output to <-140 dBm at the output connector

Flatness

±0.5 dB (-10 dBm to maximum specified power) at 25 ±10°C (Internally Leveled, CW or Frequency Step or Ramp Mode)

Add ±0.1dB/10 dB with attenuator option (±2.5 dB with Option 20*)

At 35 to 55°C, maximum output power is +13 dBm, flatness +/- 1 dB, Typical temperature coefficient is -0.025 dB per degree C

(*See Section 1.3.3 for Option 20 limitations involving use with the 124XXA)

Resolution 

-Add 0.2 dB to Flatness (Internally Leveled, CW, Frequency Step or Ramp)

Maximum Slope of Level Variation

<0.5 dB/MHz

Output Switching Time

<500 µs; 20 ms with attenuator change

Output Impedance

50 Ω, nominal
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Output SWR

<2.0:1 (Typical)

Level Drift

<0.05 dB/hour.  Max 0.1 dB/24 hours
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1.2.3 Spectral Purity

Harmonics

Frequency (GHz) Harmonic (dBc) Power (dBm)

0.01 to 0.10 -30 +6

0.10 to 2 -50 +6

>2 to  20 -55 +6

Subharmonics

None, 0.01 - 2 GHz

0.01 - 2 GHz
55 dBc >2 GHz

A subharmonic is defined as any ¼, ½, or ¾ multiple of the fundamental RF Output 

Nonharmonics

<-60 dBc from 0.01 to 16 GHz (offsets >300 Hz)
<-55 dBc from >16 to 20 GHz (offsets >300 Hz)

Single-Sideband Phase Noise (dBc/Hz, CW mode, all power levels)

Freq. (GHz)
Offset from Carrier

100 Hz 1 kHz 10 kHz 100 kHz 1 MHz

0.25 -101 -101 -109 -122 -129

0.5 -95 -95 -103 -122 -124

2 -87 -92 -94 -120 -125

4 -81 -86 -88 -110 -130

6 -81 -83 -83 -110 -130

8 -75 -80 -80 -105 -130

10 -75 -80 -80 -105 -125

18 -68 -73 -73 -97 -120

20 -68 -73 -73 -97 -120

Residual FM (Hz, rms, CW Mode)

Frequency Range
(GHz)

Post Detection Bandwidth (Hz)

300 to 3000 50 to 15000

<2 GHz Decreases by ½ per oct Decreases by ½ per oct

2 to <4 <6 <45

4 to <8 <12 <70

8 to <16 <24 <160

16 to 20 <32 <280

AM Noise

<-130 dB/Hz from 0.01 to 2 GHz
<-145 dBm/Hz at >2 GHz
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1.2.4 Step Frequency Sweep

Range

FA (minimum frequency of instrument) to FB (maximum frequency of instrument)

Step Size

Any increment within the frequency resolution

Dwell Time

May be set in 1 µs increments from approximately 1µs to 200 sec

Setup Time

200 µs (Typical)

Accuracy & Stability

Same as in CW when locked at each step during dwell time

Modes

Start/Stop FA ≤ [F1 ≠ F2] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start frequency (F1) to a preset stop frequency (F2)

Start/∆ FA ≤ [F1 ± ∆F] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start frequency (F1) through a preset sweep width (∆F)

CTR/∆
FA ≤ [CF ± (∆F/2)] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down through a preset sweep width (∆F) centered symmetrically about a 
preset center frequency (CF)

Start/Steps
FA ≤ [F1 ± (Step Size × Number of Steps)] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start frequency (F1) through a preset number of frequency 
steps

Functions

Auto Continuous cycle of the preset sweep

Single
A single cycle of the preset sweep or (with stop activated) a single preset step, initiated by 
the manual operation of the front panel push-button or reception of the corresponding GPIB 
command

EXT A single cycle of the preset sweep initiated by each trigger from an external source

EXT Step A single step of a preset step sweep initiated by each trigger input from an external source
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1.2.5 Step Power Sweep

Range

LA (minimum level of instrument) to LB (maximum level of instrument)

Step Size

Any increment within the instrument’s resolution

Dwell Time

May be set in 1 µs increments from approximately 1 µs to 200 sec

Setup Time

100 µs (Typical)

Accuracy & Stability

Same as in CW when locked at each step during dwell time

Modes

Start/Stop LA ≤ [L1 ≠ L2] ≤ LB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start level (L1) to a preset stop level (L2)

Start/∆ LA ≤ [L1 ± ∆L] ≤ LB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start level (L1) through a preset sweep width (∆L)

CTR/∆
LA ≤ [CL ± (∆L/2)] ≤ LB
Sweeps up or down through a preset sweep width (∆L) centered symmetrically about a 
preset center level (LF)

Start/Steps LA ≤ [L1 ± (Step Size × Number of Steps)] ≤ LB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start level (L1) through a preset number of level steps

Functions

Auto Continuous cycle of the preset sweep

Single
A single cycle of the preset sweep or (with stop activated) a single preset step, initiated by 
the manual operation of the front panel push-button or reception of the corresponding GPIB 
command

EXT A single cycle of the preset sweep initiated by each trigger from an external source

EXT Step A single step of a preset step sweep initiated by each trigger input from an external source
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1.3 Supplemental Specifications

1.3.1 General Specifications

1.3.2 Weight & Dimensions

Supplemental  Specifications
Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

1.3.1 - General Specifications √ √

1.3.2 - Weight & Dimensions √ √

1.3.3 - Option 20 Specifications √ √

Remote Interfaces
GPIB IEEE STD 488.2 (GPIB), all parameters except AC power on/off

Serial EIA RS-232, Serial Interface, DB9 Connector

Operating Temperature 0 to 55°C

Environmental Complies with MIL-PRF-28800F, Class 3

Approvals CE marked

Power 90-253 VAC, 47-64 Hz (400 Hz optional),150 Watts (Nominal)

Fuse Rating 2 A, SB

Item Benchtop Model Packed for Air Shipment

Width 16.75 in. (42.5 cm.) 24 in. (60.9 cm.)

Depth 21 in. 21 in.

Height 5.25 in. (13.3 cm.) 11.25 in. (28.6 cm.)

Volume 1850 cuin 1850 cuin 

Weight 30 lbs. 40 lbs.
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1.3.3 Option 20 (High Power) Specifications
(Apply from 0° to 35°C)

Output Power

+20 dBm  

Flatness

+/- 2.5 dB

Harmonics

<-5 dBc from 0.01 to 0.1 GHz
<-20 dBc for 0.1 to 20.0 GHz @ +20 dBm Output Power

Pulse On/Off (PULSE ON/OFF ONLY ON SERIES 12500A/12700A)

60 dBc

AM (AM ONLY ON SERIES 12500A/12700A)

Functional, but not specified above 0 dBm

Option Activity

When the option is not active the output power is reduced by 2.0 dB
When active, the High Power Option switches in at +11 dBm
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1.4 Specifications (Series 12500A/12700A)
(Signal Parameters & Operational Modes)

Refer to Section 1.2 for specifications that apply to all models.  Use this section for native specifications 
to the Series 125XXA/127XXA models.

1.4.1 Ramp Frequency Sweep

A continuous sweep is generated within the instrument.  The continuous sweep may be operated 
simultaneously with digital power sweep.

Specifications (Series 12500A/12700A)
Model

124XXA
125XXA/
127XXA

1.4.1 - Ramp Frequency Sweep N/A √
(127XXA Only)

1.4.2 - Ramp Power Sweep N/A √
(127XXA Only)

Description

Sweep Type Smooth frequency ramp progression sweep

Sweep Type Either up or down in frequency

Sweep Direction Either up or down in frequency

Sweep Ramp Shape Linear frequency ramp with respect to time

Sweep Range Linear frequency ramp with respect to time

Start Frequency Accuracy Phase locked to timebase (via YIG tune coil)

Stop Frequency Accuracy Phase locked to timebase (via YIG tune coil)

Halted Frequency Accuracy Phase locked to timebase (via YIG tune coil)

Start & Stop Freq. Resolution 0.1 Hz Standard (1 kHz, Option 36)

Minimum Sweep Width 100 Hz Standard (1 MHz, Option 36)

Maximum Step Width From the minimum frequency to the maximum.  Frequency of the Series 12000A as configured

Sweep Width Resolution 0.1 Hz standard (1 kHz, Option 36)

Sweep Time 1 ms to 200 sec

Sweep Time Resolution 10 µs

Minimum Sweep Rate 100 kHz/sec

Maximum Sweep Rate 8 ms/octave

Sweep Linearity Better than 0.03% of sweep width relative to the 0 V to 10 V Ramp Output BNC voltage 
(Swept time <100 sec) (Typical)

Sweep Modulation Formats AM or Pulse Modulation
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O to 10 V Ramp Output

Vout = (10 V)  |(fout - fstart)| / |(fstop - fstart)|(Frequency Ramp sweep mode)

Vout = (10 V)  |(Pout - Pstart)| / |(Pstop - Pstart)|(Power Ramp sweep mode)

Vout = 0 to 10 V ramp @ current set sweep rate (Ramp during CW mode)

O.5 / GHz Output

Vout = (0.5 V) (Fout in GHz)

Sweep Modes

Start/Stop FA ≤ [F1 ≠ F2] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start frequency (F1) to a preset stop frequency (F2)

Start/∆ FA ≤ [F1 ± ∆F] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start frequency (F1) through a preset sweep width (∆F)

CTR/∆
FA ≤ [CF ± (∆F/2)] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down through a preset sweep width (∆F) centered symmetrically about a preset center 
frequency (CF)

∆ MKR FA ≤ [Mx ≠ My] ≤ FB
Sweeps up or down from a preset start frequency (Mx) through a preset marker (My)

Sweep Functions

Auto Continuous recycle of the preset sweep

Single A single cycle of the preset sweep initiated by manual operation of the front panel push-button or 
reception of the corresponding GPIB command

EXT A single cycle of reset sweep initiated by a trigger from an external source

Frequency Markers
(Twelve intensity, video and/or amplitude markers, individually selected from either the front panel or via the GPIB)

Resolution Sweep width/4000

Accuracy Same as Sweep linearity except the marker may vary ±25 mV relative to the linear 0 to +10 V RAMP 
OUT

Amplitude Markers  A -10 to +10 dB change in RF output during analog frequency sweep

Video Markers TTL level output or ±5 V

Intensity Markers Provides a timed dwell of frequency sweep
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1.4.2 Ramp Power Sweep

Continuous sweep, self generated within the instrument. Can be operated simultaneously with digital 
frequency sweep. 

Range

- 10 dBm to maximum power, up or down (-120 dBm is maximum power with Option 26)  

Sweep Time (Any Sweep Mode)

2 ms to 200 sec in five ranges.  Minimum sweep time is determined by the sweep width and the maximum sweep speed

Range Resolution

2 ms to 20 ms 10 µs

20 ms to 200 ms 100 µs

200 ms to 2 sec 1 ms

2 sec to 20 sec 10 ms

20 sec to 200 sec 100 ms

Minimum Sweep Width

.01 dB

Maximum Sweep Speed

1 dB/ms

Sweep Level Resolution (Any Sweep Mode)

0.01 dB

Start Level Accuracy (Any Sweep Mode)

0.2 dB to Flatness

Sweep Level Linearity (Any Sweep Mode) 

±0.25 dB

Sweep Modes

Auto Continuous recycle of preset sweep

Single A single cycle of the preset sweep, initiated by manual operation of the front panel push-button 
or reception of the corresponding GPIB command

EXT A single cycle of the preset sweep, initiated by a trigger input from an external source
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1.5 Modulation Parameters & Operational Modes 

AM, FM, Pulse and Option 29 (Scan Modulation) driven by external waveforms is standard only on the 
125XXA/127XXA models.  Option 24 (Internal Modulation Generator) provides two function 
generators for internally generated amplitude and frequency modulation envelope waveforms.  A pulse 
generator is also provided.

1.5.1 Amplitude Modulation (AM)

AM may be operated simultaneously with FM.  AM Specifications apply with FM turned off.

1.5.1.1 AM Envelope Parameters

Modulation Parameters & Operational Modes
Model

124XXA
125XXA/
127XXA

1.5.1 - Amplitude Modulation (AM) N/A √

1.5.2 - Scan Modulation N/A √

1.5.3 - Frequency Modulation (FM) N/A √

1.5.4 - Phase Modulation (φM) N/A √

1.5.5 - Pulse/Square Wave Modulation (PM) N/A √

Modulation Depth

0 to 90% @ 0 dBm output power (Settable to 95.0%)

Modulation Resolution

1%

Modulation Bandwidth

DC to 150 kHz, ±3 dB @ 0 dBm output

Modulation Accuracy

±10% of depth setting (e.g. A setting of 50% may be within a 40% to 60% reading)
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1.5.1.2 Externally Supplied AM Envelope

1.5.1.3 Internally Generated AM Envelope

See Option 24 specifications in Section 1.6.1

1.5.2 Scan Modulation

See Option 29 specifications in Section 1.6.2.

Waveform

Any waveform compatible with bandwidth considerations

Scaling

 0%/V to 95%/V

Input Voltage

Minimum: -1 V, Maximum: +1 V P-P for 50% depth ±10% depth @ 1 kHz modulation rate

Input Impedance

600 Ω (Nominal)
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1.5.3 Frequency Modulation (FM)

Specifications apply with Scan/AM and PM off.  FM may be operated simultaneously with Linear AM 
and or PM (PM & Linear AM not allowed simultaneously).

1.5.3.1 Wide Mode Envelope Parameters

Maximum Deviation

See table contained in Section 1.5.3.2

Minimum Deviation

10 kHz at 4 - 8 GHz (Other ranges proportionally)

Modulation Resolution

1 kHz (Deviation < 1 MHz); 10 kHz (Deviation < 1 MHz) (at 4 - 8 GHz, other range proportionally)

Flatness

±2 dB for rates from 100 Hz to 1 MHz;  ±3 dB to 8 MHz

Residual FM

See table contained in Section 1.5.3.2

Modulation Accuracy

±5% at max deviation, 190 kHz modulation rate

Distortion

<5% (±1 MHz Deviation)

Incidental AM

<±0.2%/MHz of Deviation
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1.5.3.2 Narrow Mode Envelope Parameters

Maximum Deviation

See table below

Modulation Resolution

10 Hz (Deviation <10 kHz)
1 kHz (Deviation >10 kHz) (at 4 - 8 GHz, other ranges proportional)

Flatness

±2 dB for rates from DC to 1 MHz
±3 dB for 1 MHz to 8 MHz

Residual FM

Same as CW

Modulation Accuracy

±5% at max Deviation, 190 kHz modulation rate

Distortion

<±0.2%/MHz of Deviation

Incidental AM

<5% (±1 MHz deviation)
<1% @ 10 KHz (4 - 8 range)

Frequency (GHz) Max Wide Deviation (Pk) Max Narrow Deviation (Pk) Wide Mode Residual FM

.010 to .016 40 kHz 2 kHz <200 Hz

>.016 to .032 80 kHz 4 kHz <200 Hz

>.032 to .064 160 kHz 8 kHz <200 Hz

>.064 to .125 320 kHz 16 kHz <200 Hz

>.125 to .25 640 kHz 32 kHz <200 Hz

>.25 to .5 1.25 MHz 64 kHz <200 Hz

>.5 - 1 2.5 MHz 125 kHz <375 Hz

>1 - 2 5 MHz 250 kHz <750 Hz

>2 - 4 10 MHz .5 MHz <1.5 kHz

>4 - 8 20 MHz 1 MHz <3 kHz

>8 - 16 40 MHz 2 MHz <6 kHz

>16 - 20 80 MHz 4 MHz <12 kHz
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1.5.3.3 Internally Generated FM Envelope

See Option 24 specifications in Section 1.6.1

1.5.3.4 Externally Supplied FM Envelope

Waveform

Any waveform compatible with bandwidth considerations

Rate

DC to 8 MHz

Input Sensitivity, Settable

1 V P-P for maximum Peak deviation (FM deviation control set to maximum)

Input Impedance

50 Ω (Nominal)
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1.5.4 Phase Modulation (φM)

Specifications apply with SCAN/AM and PM off.  φM may be operated simultaneously with Linear AM 
and or PM (PM & Linear AM not allowed simultaneously).

1.5.4.1 Wide Mode Envelope Parameter

1.5.4.2 Narrow Mode Envelope Parameters

Maximum Deviation

See table contained in Section 1.5.4.2

Maximum Resolution

10 kHz at 4 - 8 GHz (other ranges proportional)

Modulation Resolution

.01 radians (at 4 - 8 GHz, other ranges proportional)

Flatness

±2 dB for rates from 100 Hz to 100 kHz

Modulation Accuracy

±5% (relative to FM) at max. deviation, 100 kHz modulation rate

Distortion

<5% ( ±1 MHz deviation)

Incidental AM

<±0.2%/MHz of deviation

Maximum Deviation

See table is on next page

Modulation Resolution

.01 radians (at 4 - 8 GHz, other ranges proportional)

Flatness

±2 dB for rates from 100 Hz to 1 MHz
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1.5.4.3 Internally Generated PM Envelope

See Option 24 specifications in Section 1.6.1

1.5.4.4 External Supplied FM Envelope

Modulation Accuracy

±5% (relative to FM) at max deviation, 100 kHz modulation rate

Distortion

<5% (±1 MHz deviation)

Incidental AM

<±0.2%/MHz of deviation

Frequency (GHz) Max Wide Deviation Max Narrow Deviation

.010 to .016 .40 radians .02 radians

>.016 to .032 .80 radians .04 radians

>.032 to .064 1.6 radians .08 radians

>.064 to .125 3.2 radians .16 radians

>.125 to .25 6.4 radians .32 radians

> .25 to .5 12.5 radians .64 radians

>.5 to 1 25 radians 1.25 radians

>1 to 2 50 radians 2.5 radians

>2 to 4 100 radians 5 radians

>4 to 8 200 radians 10 radians

>8 to 16 400 radians 20 radians

>16 to 20 800 radians 40 radians

Waveform

Any waveform compatible with bandwidth considerations

Rate

10 Hz to 100 kHz

Input Sensitivity, Settable

1 V P-P for maximum peak deviation (FM deviation control set to Maximum)

Input Impedance

50 Ω (Nominal)
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1.5.5 Pulse/Square Wave Modulation (PM)

Specifications apply with Scan/AM and FM off.  PM may be operated with FM.

1.5.5.1 PM Basic Operation

On/Off Ratio

> 80 MHz

Rise Fall/Times:

Rise Time Frequency Range

<10 ns >500 MHz

<50 ns 64 to 500 MHz

<350 ns 25 to 64 MHz

<500 ns <25 MHz

Overshoot, Undershoot & Ringing

<10%, >500 MHz

Settling Time (to within 1 dB)

< 75 ns (for pulse width > 75 ns)

Level Pulsed Output Accuracy (Reference to CW Output Power) at 25 ± 10° C 

±0.5 dB, ≥100 ns pulse width (±1 dB pulse width, between 100 ns and 75 ns, Typical).  (Requires a typical setup time of 100 ms after 
initial setting)

Typical Settling Time for a Series of Leveled Pulses

100 µs

Demand Pulse Polarity RF will be on with TTL level demand pulse at Pulse Modulation 
Input BNC either at high or low logic level, selectable

Time Between Start of Demand Pulse (Video In) & Start of RF Pulse

< 50 ns

Minimum Required RF OFF Time between Pulses

100 ns
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1.5.5.2 Internally Generated PM Envelope

See Option 24 specifications in Section 1.6.1

1.5.5.3 Externally Generated PM Envelope
(One Envelope produced by each pulse)

Delivered Minimum Pulse Widths

Minimum Width Frequency Range

20 ns >500 MHz

100 ns 64 to 500 MHz

1 µs <64 MHz

Repetition Rate

5 Hz to 5 MHz, leveled
DC to 10 MHz, unleveled

Pulse Offset Delay (Output Envelope Leading Edge referenced to Input Pulse Leading Edge)

50 ns, typical

Input Pulse Required

Positive or negative-going TTL voltage Level trigger pulse, ≥ 75 ns wide (leveled output)
≥ 20 ns wide (unleveled output).  Pulse must be able to drive a 50 ohm load

Pulse Width

Defined by external pulse width
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1.6 Supplemental Specifications (Series 12500A/12700A)

1.6.1 Option 24 (Internal Modulation Generator) Specifications

1.6.1.1 Amplitude Modulation Source

Supplemental Specifications (Series 12500A/12700A)
Model

124XXA
125XXA/
127XXA

1.6.1 - Option 24 Specifications N/A √

1.6.2 - Option 29 Specifications N/A √

Waveform

Sine, square, triangle, ramp (+ or −), Gaussian Noise

Rate

0.01 Hz to 1 MHz, all waveforms

Resolution

0.01 Hz

Accuracy

±0.01 Hz  ± Timebase Accuracy

THD

1 % (Typical)

AM Output

2 VP-P, into 1 M Ω
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1.6.1.2 Frequency Modulation Source

1.6.1.3 Pulse Modulation Source

Waveform

Sine, square, triangle, ramp (+ or −)

Rate

0.01 Hz to 1 MHz, all waveforms

Resolution

0.01 Hz

Accuracy

±0.01 Hz  ± Timebase Accuracy

THD

1 % (Typical)

FM Output

2 VP-P, into 1 M Ω

Rate

1 Hz to 3 MHz

Rate Resolution

Range Resolution

1 Hz to 1 kHz 1 Hz

1 kHz to 10 kHz 10 Hz

10 kHz to 100 kHz 100 Hz

100 kHz to 1 MHz 1 kHz

1 MHz to 3 MHz 10 kHz

Accuracy

±2.5% of range maximum value; fm <100 KHz

±4% of range maximum value; fm 100 KHz to <1 MHz

±10% of range maximum value; fm  >1 MHz

Jitter Same as instrument timebase
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1.6.1.4 Pulse Start Variable Delay
(Referenced to Sync Output)

1.6.1.5 Pulse Width

Range

0 to 1.67 seconds

Resolution

10 ns

Accuracy

±2.5% of setting or ±20 ns, whichever is greater

Jitter

±0.01% of setting or ±100 ps, whichever is greater

Range

0 to 1.67 seconds

Resolution

10 ns

Accuracy

±2.5% of setting or ±20 ns, whichever is greater

Jitter

±0.01% of setting or ±100 ps, whichever is greater
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1.6.1.6 Pulse Modes
(Triggered, Gated, Delayed, Singlet, Doublet, Triplet, or Quadlet and Free Running)

1.6.1.7 Externally Triggered PM Envelope
(One PM envelope produced by each trigger)

1.6.1.8 PM Sync Output

TTL levels into a 50 Ω load, 50 ns pulse coincident with start delay

1.6.1.9 PM Video Output

TTL levels into a 50 Ω load

Interval

Range 100 ns to 1.67 seconds

Resolution 10 ns

Accuracy ±2.5% of setting or 20 ns, whichever is greater

Jitter 0.01% of setting or 100 ps, whichever is greater

NOTE: The interval between pulse one and pulse two, and the interval between triplets 
and quadlets are the same.  The start delay for pulse one is independent.

Repetition Rate

5 Hz to 5 MHz

Pulse Delay

Set by internal delay control

Pulse Width

Set by internal width control

Input Trigger Required

Positive or negative-going TTL Level trigger pulse, >20 ns wide, unleveled or >75 ns wide, leveled

☛
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1.6.2 Option 29 (Scan Modulation) Specifications

Specifications apply with FM and PM turned off.

1.6.2.1 Envelope Parameters

1.6.2.2 Scan Mode

Frequency of Operation

0.01 to 20 GHz

Range

0 to 60 dB,  ≥ +10 dBm (Settable to 65 dB)

Resolution

0.1 dB

Scaling

0 dB/V to 65 dB/V

Input Voltage

Minimum: 0 V, Maximum: +6 V

Step Response

<1 microsecond for 50 dB change; <10 ms, <1 GHz

Frequency Response

DC to 150 kHz, sine wave

Input Impedance

600 Ω (Nominal)

Accuracy

±0.25 dB plus +/- 5% of depth in dB (For .01 to 2 GHz, specification applies 
only up to 30 dB)

Linearity ±0.6 dB (0 - 20 dB), ±1 dB (20 - 60 dB)
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1.6.2.3 Internally Generated Scan/AM Envelope

See Specifications for Option 24 in section 1.6.1

1.6.2.4 Power

2 dB reduction in power, .01-20 GHz
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2
Performance Verification

2.1 Introduction

• This chapter provides step-by-step procedures to verify performance of the Series 12000A 
Microwave Synthesizers for all three models (Modulation related items are in Section 2.3 for the 
Series 125XXA/127XXA models)

• Sectional header page references are only provided for items pertaining directly to performance 
verification testing

• The required warm-up time before testing is 72 hours. The warm-up period can be reduced to                  
30 minutes if timebase accuracy is not to be tested for all three models

• In these procedures, the instrument being tested may be referred to as the 12000A or UUT (Unit 
Under Test) for all three models

2.1.1 Recommended Equipment

The following equipment is recommended before starting the performance test routines (the 
recommended equipment can be substituted provided the specifications are sufficiently compatible):

Introduction (Performance Verification)

Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

2.1.1 - Recommended Equipment √ √

Table 2-1: Series 12000A Recommended Equipment

Equipment Example
Frequency Standard 10 MHz Stanford Research FS 725
Oscilloscope Tektronix TDS3052B or Equivalent
Microwave Frequency Counter XL Microwave 3260 or Equivalent
Power Meter and Sensor Giga-tronics 8541C/Series 8650A w/ 80313A Sensor or Equivalent
Spectrum Analyzer HP 8566B or Equivalent
Detector Herotek Model DZ262-44 or Equivalent
Function (Audio) Generator Stanford Research DS-345 or Equivalent
Measuring Receiver HP 8902A or Equivalent
Distortion Analyzer HP 339A or Equivalent
L.O. Generator Giga-tronics Microwave Synthesizer 12720A or Equivalent
Universal Counter Racal Dana 2201 or Equivalent
Mixer IF Amplifier w/ Divide-by-40 Output Giga-tronics Mixer/Divider (P/N 002CA04900)
Mixer (For Attenuator Test) Marki M40020MJ
Filter  21.4 MHz Mini-Circuits SVP 21.4
Fixed Attenuator 3 dB Midwest ATT-0263-03-SMA-02
Fixed Attenuator 10 dB Midwest ATT-0263-10-SMA-02
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2.2 Performance Tests

2.2.1 Introduction

The procedures in this section verify the electrical performance of the 12000A using the specifications 
in Chapter 1.   Use Section 2.1 for features that are applicable to all three models.   Use Section 2.3 for 
native specification data for the Series 125XXA/127XXA models. 

Each of the performance tests includes a list of recommended test equipment. There is a consolidated 
list at the beginning of this chapter. Equivalent test equipment can be substituted provided that the 
accuracies and specifications are sufficiently compatible.

A test data sheet is included for entering the various readings taken. The specification and tolerance 
range is listed for ease of verification. It is suggested that copies be made of the manual sheets. When 
automated tests are run, a printed data sheet is produced.

Performance verification is recommended at least every two years, or more often when required to 
ensure proper operation of the instrument.

Each procedure specifies a required warm-up time if the procedure is to be done individually.  Only one 
warm-up period is required for a sequence of tests. Test equipment must be warmed up according to 
specifications.

Performance Tests
Model

Page
124XXA 125XXA/

127XXA

2.2.1 - Introduction (Performance Tests) √ √ 2-2

2.2.2 - Frequency Range, Resolution & Accuracy √ √ 2-3

2.2.3 - Spurious Signals Tests √ √ 2-4

2.2.4 - Signal Sideband Phase Noise √ √ 2-6

2.2.5 - RF Output Power Tests √ √ 2-7
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2.2.2 Frequency Range, Resolution & Accuracy

2.2.2.1 Description

Connect the 12000A RF output to the input of a frequency counter. The internal timebase of the 
counter is a reference for the 12000A to eliminate timebase errors from the measurements. This 
procedure does not check for timebase accuracy, and therefore the frequency in the 12000A display 
should agree with the counter, within the resolution of each instrument.  It is possible for a fault in the 
12000A to cause a frequency error even though the lock indicators show normal operation. For this 
reason a number of specific frequencies are tested. Test frequencies have been selected so that any 
defective circuits will be easily isolated.

2.2.2.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Frequency Counter • Coaxial Cable

2.2.2.3 Procedure

1. Connect the equipment as shown in Figure 2-1. Connect the 12000A RF Output to the 10 to       
500 MHz counter input using the coaxial cable and the SMA to BNC adapter. Allow the 
equipment to warm up for at least 30 minutes. Because the 12000A and the counter use the same 
timebase, timebase errors are eliminated. The 12000A will automatically switch to the external 
reference when it is connected.

2. Set the 12000A to 10 MHz. Press [LEVEL] in the POWER field and enter [-] [1] [0] [DBM]. Press 
[RF ON] in the RF OUTPUT field to turn on the RF output.

3. Set the 12000A to each frequency listed on the data sheet and verify that the counter reads the set 
frequency plus or minus the counter resolution. This tests each divider stage.

4. Connect the 12000A RF Output to the 500 MHz to 26.5 GHz input on the counter and continue 
with the divider tests.

5. To check that the multipliers are functioning properly, refer to the test data sheet and program each 
of the listed frequencies into the 12000A by entering (for example) [CW] [2] [0] [0] [1] [MHZ]. For 
each listed frequency the counter should read the entered frequency ±1 Hz, plus or minus the 
counter resolution. Ignore all frequencies outside the range of the instrument under test.

Figure 2-1: Frequency Range, Resolution & Accuracy
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2.2.3 Spurious Signals Tests

2.2.3.1 Description

The output of the 12000A is connected to a spectrum analyzer. Various frequencies are selected and the 
analyzer tuned to determine the presence of either harmonically or non-harmonically spurious signals.

2.2.3.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Spectrum Analyzer • Coaxial Cable

2.2.3.3 Procedure

1. Connect the equipment as shown in Figure 2-2. Allow the equipment to warm up for at least 
30 minutes. Press [CW] in the FREQUENCY field on the 12000A and enter the first test data 
sheet frequency within the range of the 12000A. The RF amplitude should be at +6 dBm. Press 
[RF ON] to turn on the RF output. Be certain that all modulation is OFF.

2. Set the spectrum analyzer to view the 12000A output signal. Adjust the analyzer reference 
level so that the peak of the displayed signal is at the top graticule line.

3. Set the spectrum analyzer to maximum span with the signal centered on the screen. Gradually 
narrow the span, keeping the signal centered, to observe any spurious signals. Use appropriate 
resolution and video bandwidths to allow sufficient dynamic range. 

4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 for the other frequencies on the test data sheet which are within the 
operating range of the instrument. 

Many spectrum analyzers have a tuned preselector when the frequency is above about 2 GHz. This 
reduces the likelihood of analyzer generated spurious signals, but does not eliminate the possibility. If in 
doubt, increase the RF attenuation of the analyzer by 10 dB. The signal in question should be reduced by 
exactly 10 dB. If not, it is analyzer generated. It is also important for frequencies below the range of the 
preselector that sufficient analyzer RF Attenuation be used (typically 30 dB) to avoid the analyzer 
generating harmonics of the input signal. The above attenuator shift technique will also allow 
verification of harmonic levels.

If a spurious signal appears to be out of specification, first check that the fundamental signal level is at    
+6 dBm. Next verify the analyzer accuracy by connecting a known amplitude signal (from the 12000A, 
for example) at the spurious frequency.

Figure 2-2: Spurious Signals Tests
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The adjusting knob on the 12000A may generate some noise spikes when it is rotated. The acquisition 
of the various phase lock loops in the instrument can also cause transients (within the specified settling 
time). Both of these effects will disappear when a steady state condition has been reached.

It is important to identify the particular class of spurious signal as the specifications may be different for 
each. If the spurious signal is an exact multiple of the 12000A RF output then the harmonic 
specification applies. Any other spurious signals must meet the non-harmonically related specification.

For frequencies above the fundamental range of the spectrum analyzer, either a mixer supplied with the 
spectrum analyzer or an external mixer and local oscillator may be used to downconvert the signal.  Care 
must be taken to identify spurious signals which are inherently generated by the mixing process.
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2.2.4 Single Sideband Phase Noise

2.2.4.1 Description

The test in this procedure is limited by the measuring system and verifies only the majority of the phase 
noise specification. To completely test the phase noise specification requires a far more sophisticated 
measurement system. This test uses the spectrum analyzer to make all measurements from 100 Hz to       
1 MHz offsets. The 100 Hz and 1 MHz offsets are particularly susceptible to measurement system 
limitations.

2.2.4.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Spectrum Analyzer • Coaxial Cable

2.2.4.3 Procedure

1. Connect the 12000A RF output to the spectrum analyzer input. Place the 12000A on a foam 
pad to isolate it from any external mechanical vibrations, which could affect the phase noise 
measurement.

2. Turn off all modulation on the 12000A.

3. For the first frequency on the test data sheet within the range of the instrument, press [CW] and 
enter the frequency. Tune the spectrum analyzer to the generator frequency and adjust the 
12000A RF level to obtain a reference of 0 dBm on the analyzer. This allows direct 
measurement of the phase noise by the analyzer.

4. Set the analyzer span such that the desired offset is at ±2 divisions, select an appropriate 
bandwidth, activate the phase noise measurement and place the marker two divisions to the 
right of the carrier. Read the phase noise in dBc/Hz. Repeat for all offsets.

5. Repeat steps 3 and 4 for the other test data sheet frequencies which are within range of the 
12000A.

Figure 2-3: Single Sideband Phase Noise
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2.2.5 RF Output Power Tests

2.2.5.1 Description

Although it is possible to make the following measurements manually, it is extremely tedious. It is 
recommended that an automated system be set up to take and record the data. Three tests are run. The 
first measures the maximum available output with the level control loop disabled. The second verifies 
the accuracy and flatness across the operating frequency range at a fixed output (0 dBm). The remaining 
test checks the step attenuator accuracy at a number of frequencies. This section outlines the general 
procedure followed by the automated system, a similar measurement could be done manually.

2.2.5.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Local Oscillator • Measuring Receiver & Sensor • Downconverter • Plotter • Computer & Programs

2.2.5.3 Procedure (Output Power)

1. Connect the power sensor to the 12000A. Disable the leveling system of the 12000A. Step the 
frequency across the particular instrument operating range in 50 MHz increments. At each 
point measure the power, apply the appropriate sensor correction factor, and plot the result.

2. Using the above setup, set the 12000A to 0 dBm with the leveling enabled. Again, step the 
frequency across the operating range; measure, correct, and plot the power.

3. Repeat this procedure for the remaining test frequencies.

Figure 2-4: RF Output Power Test

NOTE: When measuring the flatness and accuracy of the model 12000A, 
consideration must be given to the various measurement uncertainties in the test 
system.  These include, but are not limited to, VSWR, Cal Factor uncertainty and 
calibration.

☛
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2.2.5.4 Procedure (Attenuator Test: Option 26)

1.  Connect the 12000A to the measuring receiver via the downconverter. With the 12000A at            
0 dBm and set to the first test frequency; set LO 21.4 MHz above UUT set frequency.  Establish a 
reference on the receiver in a tuned RF level mode. Reduce the 12000A output in 10 dB steps, 
observing and recording the receiver reading. As needed, perform the recalibration requested by the 
receiver. 

2. Repeat this procedure for the remaining test frequencies.

Figure 2-5: RF Output Power Attenuator Test

NOTE: When measuring the flatness and accuracy of the model 12000A, 
consideration must be given to the various measurement uncertainties in the test 
system.  These include, but are not limited to, VSWR, Cal Factor uncertainty and 
calibration.

☛
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2.3 Performance Tests (Series 12500A/12700A)

Use the Performance Verification Test Data Sheet provided at the end to record your data.  The data 
sheet is compatible with all three models.

Performance Tests (Series 12500A/12700A)

Model
Page

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

2.3.1 - Amplitude Modulation Test N/A √ 2-10

2.3.2 - Frequency Modulation Test N/A √ 2-12

2.3.3 - Pulse Modulation On/Off Ratio Test N/A √ 2-15

2.3.4 - Pulse Modulation Rise & Fall Time Test N/A √ 2-16

2.3.5 - Pulse Modulation Overshoot & Settling Time N/A √ 2-17

2.3.6 - Pulse Modulation Accuracy Test N/A √ 2-18

NOTE: Units that have Option 24 will have these tests repeated using the internal 
generators.

☛
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2.3.1 Amplitude Modulation Test

2.3.1.1 Description

The output from the 12000A is connected to a discriminator. The discriminator output is monitored on 
an oscilloscope to determine deviation and bandwidth.

2.3.1.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Mixer/Divider • Oscillator • Measuring Receiver

2.3.1.3 Procedure (AM Depth)

1. Set UUT to 1.5 GHz with level set at 0 dBm.  Connect UUT output to the Mixer Box RF input 
connector with a 10 dB pad.

2. Connect LO (Source) output to the Mixer Box LO input connector.  Set LO frequency to 130 MHz 
higher than UUT and set source leveled output to 10 dBm.

3. Connect Direct output of Mixer Box to the HP 8902 Measuring Receiver RF input.

4. Connect Modulation Output/Audio Input to channel 2 of Oscilloscope.

a. Set to 500 mV per Division.

5. On Measuring Receiver press [FREQUENCY] and verify 130 MHz on receiver.

6. Select AM, set measuring receiver filters to 50 Hz and 15 KHz.  Press [(PEAK-PEAK)/2 MODE].

7. On UUT turn AM on.  Set depth to 50%.  Connect the DS-345 Function Generator at 1 KHz 
modulation to the AM input.  Set scope to 50 Ohm termination and sinewave amplitude for a           

Figure 2-6: Amplitude Modulation Test
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2 V P-P signal.  Press [AM] button on Measuring Receiver.  Verify a reading of 40.0 to 60.0% on the 
measuring receiver.

8. Set external function to SQR.  Turn off all filters on the measuring receiver.  Verify a receiver 
reading of 40.0 to 60.0% (Typical).

9. Set external function to TRI and verify that the measuring receiver reads 40.0 to 60.0%

10. Set UUT to 10 GHz.  Repeat Steps 2 to 8.

11. At 1.5 and 10 GHz, check AM Depth at 30, 90% modulation.  Verify accuracy of +/- 10% of 
reading at each step.

12. Enter data in the AM Modulation Test - AM Depth area of the Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizers 
Performance Verification Data Sheet, Section 2.3.1.3.

2.3.1.4 Procedure (AM Bandwidth)

1. Set UUT to 1.5 GHz with level set at 0 dBm.  Set AM Depth to 50% @ 1 KHz rate (Sinewave).

2. Verify a 50% reading on HP 8902 with filters turned off.  On receiver, press [RATIO], then the 
[LOG/LIN] button, display indicates 0.00 dB.

3. Vary the frequency of the external DS-345 Function Generator from DC to 150 KHz.  Verify that 
the amount of change is within the +/- 3 dB window.

4. Repeat steps 1 to 3 for 10 GHz.

5. Complete the AM Modulation Test - AM Bandwidth area of the Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizers 
Performance Verification Data Sheet, Section 2.3.1.4.
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2.3.2 Frequency Modulation Test

2.3.2.1 Description

The output from the 12000A is connected to a discriminator. The discriminator output is monitored on 
an oscilloscope to determine deviation and bandwidth.

2.3.2.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Function Generator • Oscilloscope • Digital Voltmeter • FM Test Fixture

2.3.2.3 Delay Discriminator Description

In order to calibrate and test the frequency modulation circuits, a special test fixture must be assembled. 
The recommended FM test fixture includes an RF splitter, two lines of unequal length, and an RF mixer. 
The RF output of the 12000A is divided by the splitter into two signals, unequally delayed. 

Different length cables determine the number of frequency nulls or 0 volt outputs found in the 
frequency band of interest. For the Frequency Modulation performance test, the frequency band of 
interest is 4 to 8 GHz.

The procedure does not identify a specific mixer for the discriminator circuit. There are two factors to 
consider when selecting a mixer.

1. The mixer RF and LO frequency range must be greater than 4 to 8 GHz.

2.  A low conversion loss mixer will provide a higher output.

Figure 2-7: Frequency Modulation Test
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Maximizing Delay Discriminator Output

Obtaining a six division change on a 5 mV scale may be difficult to obtain for a 1 MHz change in 
frequency. Increasing output power will improve the output of the discriminator.  The output of the 
UUT can be adjusted to levels as high as +13 dBm or higher for the 4 to 8 GHz frequency band.  The 
output performance of discriminator is improved with a very high cable length ratio. Cable length ratios 
of 16 to 1 (48 inches to 3 inches) will produce a large number of frequency nulls within the 4 to 8 GHz 
frequency band. 

Optimal Test Performance Null Selection

The maximum deviation of the Frequency Modulation test is ±10 MHz. The rate of change for the 
output voltage per unit frequency (∆V/∆F) must remain constant (linear) for the ±10 MHz deviation 
range. Rate changes within this deviation range will result in a non-symmetrical waveform and will 
produce invalid test results.

Identifying an optimal frequency null is achieved by sweeping the frequency through the frequency 
range of the test and observing the Delay Discriminator waveform on an oscilloscope.

Recommended Test Equipment (FM)

• Delay Discriminator
• Digital Oscilloscope
• Pulse Generator with 1 shot Capability
• BNC Cables and Tee

Recommended Configuration

1. Connect the input of the delay discriminator to the RF output of the 12000A and the output to 
the digital scope.

2. Set the 12000A to Sweep Mode with the following settings:

a. Start Frequency: 4 GHz

b. Stop Frequency: 8 GHz

c. Sweep Type: Ramp

d. Sweep Time: 900 msec

e. Repeat Mode: Single Sweep

f. Trigger Type: Trigger in BNC

g. Power: +10 dBm

3. Connect the output of the pulse generator to the External Trigger Input or second channel of 
the digital scope and the Trigger In of the 12000A.

4. Set the trigger selection of the digital scope to the port where the trigger signal will be detected 
(Use the BNC Tee at this port).

NOTE: Increasing the number of frequency nulls increases the rate of change of the 
output voltage per unit frequency as the output transitions through the frequency null.

☛
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5. Adjust the time base of the digital scope to 1 second for the entire span of the X axis (100 mSec 
typical). Set the vertical scale to 100 mV per division.

6. Pulse the generator to initiate the RF sweep.

Repeat the sweep several times. The output of the Delay Discriminator should not vary from one sweep 
to another. Review the waveform and identify the  nulls where the voltage transitions through the nulls 
are steeper and linear for a ±50 mV range above and below the null. Perform the FM modulation tests at 
these frequency nulls.

For certain frequencies, which may be identified by experiment, the mixer will produce a DC voltage 
near zero. The number of null frequencies can be increased by making the delay lines longer in absolute 
terms or by increasing the ratio between their lengths. If the output becomes frequency modulated, the 
mixer output voltage will change, and the voltage variation will be proportional to FM deviation.

The polarity of the voltage change may be either directly or inversely related to the direction of 
frequency deviation. When voltage levels have been established for different frequencies, the mixer 
output can be monitored on an oscilloscope to provide a continuous display of FM deviation.

2.3.2.4 Procedure

1. Connect the FM test fixture to the RF OUT connector of the 12000A as shown in Figure 2-7. 
Monitor the mixer output with the oscilloscope (5 mV/div). Set the 12000A to any null 
frequency between 4.0 and 7.99 GHz (that is, at a frequency where the mixer output voltage is 
zero); +10 dBm out, no modulation.

2. Establish the voltage at 1 MHz above and 1 MHz below the null frequency. Adjust the 
oscilloscope gain and the 12000A output power level (near +5 dBm) to place the null point at 
the center of the screen and the 1 MHz deviation points at 3 divisions above and 3 divisions 
below the null point.

3. Set the 12000A to Narrow EXT FM with 1 MHz deviation. Connect the function generator, 
set to a 100 kHz rate SINE wave, 2 VP-P. Verify that the waveform is 6 divisions peak-to-peak.

4. Adjust the 12000A FM deviation for exactly a six division peak-to-peak display. Vary the 
function generator from 10 Hz to 1 MHz and verify that the display remains between five and 
seven divisions peak-to-peak.

5. Vary the function generator from 1 MHz to 8 MHz and verify that the display remains between 
4 and 8 divisions.

6. Establish the voltage at 10 MHz above and below the null frequency. Adjust the oscilloscope 
gain and the 12000A output power level (near +5 dBm) to place the null point at the center of 
the screen and the 10 MHz deviation points at 3 divisions above and 3 divisions below the null 
point (terminate the Mixer output in 50 Ω).

7. Set the 12000A to Wide EXT FM with 10 MHz deviation. Set the function generator to       
100 kHz. Verify that the waveform is 6 divisions peak-to-peak.

8. Adjust the 12000A FM deviation for exactly a 6-division peak-to-peak display. Vary the 
function generator from 100 Hz to 1 MHz and verify that the display remains between 4.7 and 
7.3 divisions.

9. Vary the function generator from 1 MHz to 8 MHz and verify that the display remains between 
4 and 8 divisions.
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2.3.3 Pulse Modulation On/Off Ratio Test

2.3.3.1 Description

The 12000A is set to a CW frequency at a power level of 0 dBm. A spectrum analyzer is used to view the 
signal. The pulse modulation is then enabled and the resulting waveform is measured.

2.3.3.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Spectrum Analyzer • Pulse Generator • Coaxial Cable

2.3.3.3 Procedure

1. Connect the equipment as shown in Figure 2-8. Allow 30 minutes warm-up time.

2. Enter the first frequency on the test data sheet within the frequency range of the instrument. 
The RF power level should be at 0 dBm. Select external pulse modulation (PM) on the 
12000A.

3. Tune the analyzer to the source frequency, select an analyzer span of 0 Hz and fine tune the 
analyzer to place the line at the top of the screen graticule (adjust analyzer reference level as 
needed).

4. Set the pulse generator for a 100 Hz square wave; press [PULSE] then use the softkey to turn on 
the pulse modulation.

5. Adjust the analyzer sweep time to display a few cycles of the waveform. Use internal triggering. 
Reduce resolution bandwidth and carefully retune the analyzer center frequency until the 
maximum resolution is achieved. Read and record the peak-to-peak value (use marker delta).

6. Repeat steps 3, 4 and 5 for all other test data sheet frequencies which are within the range of 
the instrument. Note that the dynamic range of the analyzer may limit its measurement 
capability.

Figure 2-8: Pulse Modulation On/Off Ratio Test
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2.3.4 Pulse Modulation Rise & Fall Time Test

2.3.4.1 Description

A crystal detector is connected to the 12000A, terminated in 50 Ω, and monitored with an oscilloscope.

2.3.4.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Oscillator • Pulse Generator • Crystal Detector • Coaxial Cable

2.3.4.3 Procedure

1. Connect the equipment as shown in Figure 2-9. The cable from the detector to the oscilloscope 
should be kept as short as possible.

2. Press [PRESET] on the 12000A and set the frequency to the first test data sheet frequency 
within the operating range of the instrument.

3. Enable external pulse modulation (at a 1 MHz rate and 0.5 µs width) on the 12000A. Press 
[PULSE] and use the softkey to turn on pulse modulation.

4. Set the oscilloscope to 5 mV/div and using the RF Level control of the 12000A, adjust the peak 
to peak oscilloscope display to fall on the dotted lines on the screen (100% and 0%). Adjust 
the oscilloscope sweep time to 5 ns/div. Measure and record the rise and fall times between the 
10% and 90% points.

5. Repeat Step 4 for each of the test data sheet frequencies within the operating range of the 
instrument.

NOTE: It is very important to use either the specified detector or one with similar rise 
time characteristics. Even when terminated in 50 Ω with a short cable, the detector 
parameters can markedly influence the measurement.

Figure 2-9: Pulse Modulation Rise/Fall Time Test

☛
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2.3.5 Pulse Modulation Overshoot & Settling Time

2.3.5.1 Description

A crystal detector is connected to the 12000A, terminated in 50 Ω and monitored with an oscilloscope.

2.3.5.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Oscillator • Pulse Generator • Crystal Detector • Coaxial Cable

2.3.5.3 Procedure

1. Connect the equipment as shown in Figure 2-10. The cable from the detector to the 
oscilloscope should be kept as short as possible.

2. Press [PRESET] on the 12000A and set the frequency to the first test data sheet frequency 
within the operating range of the instrument.

3. Enable external pulse modulation (at a 1 MHz rate and 0.5 ms width) on the 12000A. Press 
[PULSE] and use the softkey to turn on pulse modulation.

4. Set the oscilloscope to 5 mv/div and using the RF Level control of the 12000A and the vertical 
position of the oscilloscope, adjust the peak to peak oscilloscope display to be from the top of 
the screen (pulse off) to 2 divisions below the center line (pulse on). Adjust the oscilloscope 
sweep time to 50 ns/div. Change the level setting of the 12000A by plus and minus 1 dB and 
note the graticule position of the pulse on level. Return to the original value. Measure and 
record the time for the pulse to be within 1 dB of its final value.

5. Change the level setting of the 12000A by plus and minus 2 dB and note the graticule position 
of the pulse on level. Return to the original level. Measure and record any undershoot/
overshoot of the signal.

6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5 for each of the test data sheet frequencies within the operating range of 
the instrument.

NOTE: It is very important to use either the specified detector or one with similar rise 
time characteristics. Even when terminated in 50 Ω with a short cable, the detector 
parameters can markedly influence the measurement.

Figure 2-10: PM Overshoot and Setting Time

☛
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2.3.6 Pulse Modulation Accuracy Test

2.3.6.1 Description

In this test the peak pulse level is compared to the level in the CW mode.

2.3.6.2 Equipment Required

UUT • Oscilloscope • Pulse Generator • Crystal Detector • Coaxial Cable

2.3.6.3 Procedure

1. Connect the equipment as shown in Figure 2-11. The oscilloscope input impedance should be 
50 Ω. Allow 30 minutes warm-up.

2. Press [PRESET] on the 12000A and set the frequency to the first test data sheet frequency 
within the operating range of the instrument.

3. Set the oscilloscope to 5 mv/div and using the vertical position of the oscilloscope, adjust the 
trace to the centerline of the screen. Change the level setting of the 12000A by plus and minus 
1 dB and note the trace position on the screen. Return to 0 dBm.

4. Enable external pulse modulation (at a 200 kHz rate and 0.1 µs width) on the 12000A. Press 
[PULSE] and use the softkey to turn on pulse modulation.

5. Measure and record the difference between the CW reference level and the negative peak of 
the pulse.

6. Change the pulse width to 50 ns and again measure and record the difference between the CW 
reference level and the negative peak of the pulse.

7. Repeat Steps 3-6 for each test data sheet frequency within the operating range of the 
instrument.

Figure 2-11: Pulse Modulation Accuracy Test
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SERIES 12000A MICROWAVE SYNTHESIZERS
Performance Verification Test Data Sheet (Page 1 of 2)

Under Test Result record measured values (if any). In the case of a function check or range check, write OK to indicate that the unit 
under test meets specifications.

Serial Number: Tested By:

Date: Quality Assurance:

Frequency Range, Resolution, Accuracy

2.2.2.3

Frequency Harmonics 
12 MHz
24 MHz
48 MHz
100 MHz
200 MHz
400 MHz
750 MHz
1500 MHz
3 GHz
6 GHz
12 GHz
18 GHz

Spurious Signals Tests

2.2.3.3

Frequency (MHz) Harmonics Non-Harmonics 
770.550 
1513.425 
4004.000
9182.433
17361.522

Single Sideband Phase Noise (dBc/Hz)

2.2.4.3

Frequency (MHz)
Offset from Carrier

100 Hz 1 kHz 10 kHz 100 kHz 1 MHz
1513.425 
4004.000
9182.433
17361.522
23541.349

RF Output Power

2.2.5.3
Test Result
Max. Power Level
Power Level

2.2.5.4 Step Attenuator Test Frequencies

1.0 GHz
4.0 GHz
12.0 GHz
17.0 GHz
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SERIES 12000A MICROWAVE SYNTHESIZERS
Performance Verification Test Data Sheet (Page 2 of 2)

Serial Number: Tested By:

Date: Quality Assurance:

Amplitude Modulation Test (SERIES 12500A/12700A ONLY)

AM Depth (+/- 10%) 30% 50% 90%

2.3.1.3

Frequency 1.5 GHz Int. Ext. Int. Ext. Int. Ext.

Sinewave

Square Wave

Triangle Wave

Frequency 10 GHz Int. Ext. Int. Ext. Int. Ext.

Sinewave

Square Wave

Triangle Wave

AM Bandwidth (Spec. +/- 3 dB) Int. Ext.

2.3.1.4
Frequency 1.5 GHz

Frequency 10 GHz

Frequency Modulation Test (SERIES 12500A/12700A ONLY)

Parameter @1 GHz @4 GHz @12 GHz @20 GHz

2.3.2.3

Deviation (5.7 - 6.3 div)

Bandwidth (5 - 7 div)

Bandwidth (4 - 8 div)

Deviation (5.7 - 6.3 div)

Bandwidth (5 - 7 div)

Bandwidth (4 - 8 div)

Pulse Modulation Test (SERIES 12500A/12700A ONLY)

Frequency (GHz) 1.0 4.0 12.0 20

2.3.3 On/Off

2.3.4 Rise/Fall

2.3.5 Overshoot/Settling

2.3.6 Accuracy
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3
Calibration

3.1 Introduction

The Series 12000A features completely ‘closed case’ calibration.  There are no mechanical adjustments 
anywhere in the instrument and all calibration is done under computer program control.  Prior to 
performing any of the calibration procedures, allow the instrument to operate for at least 30 minutes.  
The calibration process is divided into sections of related steps.  Each section should be performed in its 
entirety.

The Calibration Control Program runs on a Pentium based Windows 95/98® PC.  The computer may 
use either a Capital Equipment Corporation CEC488 IEEE 488 interface or a National Instrument  
IEEE 488 interface. Please refer to the instructions below on installing the program. 

1. Insert CD-ROM into CD-ROM drive.

2. Open the Windows Explorer program by right clicking the Start button and selecting Explore.

3. Select (D:) drive for opening and reading the CD-ROM or the drive used on your PC for reading 
CD-ROMs.

4. Copy the 12000A Calibration folder, 31232.pdf, 31232.doc and the README.txt files to a 
directory of your choice.

5. Open the 12000A Calibration folder and click on 12000 Cal V_3-38.exe file. Drag the file onto your 
desktop to create the 12000A Calibration Program shortcut.

6. Open and print the Calibration Procedure 31232.pdf or the 31232.doc prior to performing any 
calibration sequence.

7. Double click the 12000A Calibration program icon you created in Step # 5 to run the program.

Introduction (Calibration)

Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

√ √

NOTE: In order to verify performance after calibration, refer to Chapter 2.

NOTE: Do not right click the file and use Send to > Desktop (Create shortcut) feature.  It 
does not create a shortcut for this program.

☛

☛
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3.2 Equipment & Documentation Required

3.2.1 All Models

• Giga-tronics 12000 Cal Software CD (P/N 32464)
• Pentium™ PC with Windows 95/98™, Equipped with National Instrument IEEE 488™ Interface 

(Version NI-488/NI-488.2)
• Giga-tronics  8651A or 8652A Power Meter
• Giga-tronics  80313A Sensor
• Giga-tronics Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizer
• Giga-tronics Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizer Service Manual (P/N 31232)
• Male “N” to Female “K” Adapter (Only for Synthesizer Equipped with Option 23)
• 10 MHz Frequency Standard, Accuracy better than 1E-10, 5 to 5 V P-P into 100 ohms         

(Stanford Research FS 725 or Equivalent)

3.2.2 Additional Requirements (Series 125XXA/127XXA Only)

• DC Voltage Source 0-10 VDC, .5% Accuracy, 100 mA (Tektronix™ PS280 or Equivalent)
• Audio Oscillator, 10 Hz-200 kHz, 2 V P-P +/- .01 V into 50 ohm (Stanford Research™ DS-345 or 

equivalent)
• HP™  8902A Measuring Receiver
• Giga-tronics Series 12520A or 12720A Synthesizer
• Giga-tronics Mixer/Divider (P/N 002CA04900)
• Digital Voltmeter 3 ½ digits (Fluke™ 8920A or Equivalent)

Equipment & Documentation Required

Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

√ √
(See Also 3.2.2)
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3.3 Calibration Program Initialization

Connect the 12000A to the computer IEEE 488 interface and start the “12000A Calibration Program”.  
The following window will display: Click Connection and select which GPIB Controller card to 
use.

1. Be sure that the 12000A address is set to the same value as the setting in the GPIB Address block.  
Similarly, set the power meter address.  Leave the counter address set to 1 (At this time, a counter is 
not needed).

2. Click on Connection and select the PC GPIB controller which will be used: National Instrument 
or CEC.

3. Click on the “Read Parameter Block” bar and the program interrogates the 12000A. The 
12000A display will be blank.  The program puts the 12000A in ‘DU7’ mode which only displays 
communication errors.

Calibration Program Initialization

Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

√ √
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4. When this process starts, a ‘timer’ window will appear to insure that the 12000A is fully stabilized 
before measurements are made.  Click ‘OK’ button to see how much time remains.

A window will now appear that lists the dates for the current calibration.  Note that the “Detector 
(CW)” and “Loop Gain” dates are always the same since this data is loaded from a generic table and is 
not instrument specific.



Calibration

Publication 31232, Rev. A4, June 2002 3-5

Another window is also displayed to allow viewing a variety of data. See the addendum in section 3.8 for 
a description of the monitor features.

When the Read Parameter process is complete, the main window will look approximately like this (after 
clicking on it) (The FM, AM or Modulator (Scan) Characterize buttons are not applicable to the Series 
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124XXA as depicted in the illustration below):

The window now has control ‘buttons’ to select which calibration process is to be performed.  The 
Parameter block also changes and shows the serial number, frequency range and which options are 
present.

This completes the initialization of the Calibration Control Program.  The various calibration processes 
may now be performed.

The top “button” allows calibrating the timebase and setting the contrast of the LCD, if desired.  These 
functions may also be performed at any time from the ‘Config’ menu on the instrument.  See the next 
page for a detailed description of the process to calibrate the timebase.

NOTE: The ‘Modulator (Level Test)’ must be performed prior to performing ‘AM 
Calibration’ or ‘Frequency Response’.

☛
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3.4 Timebase Calibration

The timebase oscillator used in the 12000A operates at a frequency of 10 MHz and uses Electronic 
Frequency Control to adjust its output frequency.  The calibration is performed entirely by the 12000A 
without the need for an external computer.  Prior to performing this calibration the instrument should 
be connected to the mains for at least 24 hours.  It is not necessary to have the instrument on.  Note 
that calibration accuracy is directly related to the accuracy of the external standard.

1. Click on the LCD/Timebase button.

2. Per the action required window, set the timebase as described next.

3. To set the timebase:

a. Press the front panel ‘Local’ button

b. Turn on the instrument and allow a 15 minute warm-up.

c. Connect the frequency standard to the rear panel ‘Ref In’ BNC connector.

d. Press the ‘Config’ softkey, then the ‘Service’ softkey, then the ‘Hardware Testing’ 
softkey.  Either a 5 or a 10 MHz reference frequency may now be selected using the up/down 
buttons.

e. Now press the ‘Time Base Cal’ softkey.

f. Press the ’Cal’ softkey to store the calibration.

4. The Contrast Adjustment window will now appear.

a. Click on the window.  Use the mouser (or the keyboard left and right arrow keys) to move the 
slider pointer.  The word ‘value’ will change to a number showing the contrast value.

b. Press Enter after a good viewing contrast is attained.

Timebase Calibration

Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

√ √

NOTE: Updating firmware may clear the calibration data.

NOTE: Use the ‘LCD/Timebase’ button for units with firmware V073-B49-22 and 
higher.  Otherwise, just perform the steps listed under 3 below.

☛

☛
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c. A message window will show Characterization Complete.  Click OK.  Power the 12000A down 
and back up.

d. After the Fixed Frequency screen is displayed on the 12000A, click the Read button under the 
parameter block to re-establish program control.
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3.5 Output Amplitude Calibration

There are number of steps in this section.  These steps provide data that the instrument ALC system 
needs to properly control the control output amplitude.  The steps must be performed in the order 
specified.  The entire process is managed by the Calibration Control Program running on the PC.  
Please read the section which describes the individual test for information on when re-calibration is 
necessary.

1. Connect the sensor to the meter calibrator (use the ‘N’ to ‘K’ adapter) and allow at least 15 minutes 
for the sensor and meter to reach thermal equilibrium.  Then perform a sensor calibration.

2. Now connect the equipment as shown above.  The 80313A sensor connects to the 12000A RF out 
connector.  If the 12000A has a type ‘N’ connector, use the ‘N’ to ‘K’ adapter.  The 12000A should 
have its IEEE address at 6 (the default).  The power meter should be at address 10.

If the 12000A has not been previously warmed up, allow 15 minutes of warm-up.  When the ‘Fixed 
Frequency’ screen displays, press the  RF On button.

3. Click on the ‘Modulator (Level Test)’ button to begin the process.

• The ‘Modulator’ routine generates a curve of attenuation verses control voltage for the modu-
lators at various frequencies. This section must be performed whenever the A3, A6 or A8 
assemblies have been changed.

Output Amplitude Calibration
Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

3.5.1 - ALC Characterization Instructions √ √

NOTE: Do not use Channel B on a 2 Channel Meter.

Figure 3-1: Output Amplitude Calibration Connection

☛
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3.5.1 ALC Characterization Instructions

After clicking on the Modulator button, the main window will look like the following picture. The 
monitor screen will now show the power meter readings (if that mode is selected).  In addition, the 
bottom lines of the main window will show the test being performed and the readings as they are taken. 
This process will take about 55 minutes for a .01 to 20 GHz instrument.

1. After the power is cycled, click the Read button under Parameter Block prior to doing the 
frequency response to verify the new date and time (for the Modulator) in the Characterization 
window.

NOTE: When this process is finished, the instrument MUST be powered down to 
properly store the data (this occurs when it is powered back up) before any other 
calibrations are done or before the instrument is used.

☛



Calibration

Publication 31232, Rev. A4, June 2002 3-11

2. Now press the Detector Linearization button.  The monitor screen will now show the power meter 
readings (if that mode is selected).  In addition, the bottom lines of the main window will show the 
test being performed and the readings as they are taken.  This process will take about 20 minutes for 
a .01 to 20 GHz instrument. 

3. After the Detector Linearization is done, the frequency response calibrations may be performed.  
Instruments with Option 26 (Attenuator) require two calibration runs, one at +5 dBm, the other at 
–5 dBm.  Instruments with Option 20 require an additional run at +16 dBm.  The level is selected 
in the ‘Setup’ area of the main window.  Measurements taken at +5 or –5 are known as “Low 
Power”.  The one at +16 is “High Power”. For units without Option 26 (i.e. no Attenuator), enter 
‘+1’ in the RF Box under setup. 

4. Now click on ‘Frequency Response’ button.   Frequency Response stores correction factors as a 
function of output frequency.  This calibration will be required if A6, A8, or the optional step 
attenuator has been changed.  It is also recommended that this routine be run if any of the RF 
cables between A6 and the front/rear output or the output connector itself is changed.  Be sure 
to do the ‘Modulator’ characterization first, if required.

NOTE:  You must press ‘Enter’ after changing the RF level parameter.☛
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While the Frequency Response calibration is running the window will look like the following 
illustration below. The monitor screen will now show the power meter readings (if that mode is 
selected).  In addition, the bottom line of the main window will show the readings as they are taken. 
This process will take about 25 minutes (for each level) for a .01 to 20 GHz instrument. Repeat process 
with RF Low Power at -5 dB for units with attenuator (Option 26).

When the process is finished, the window status lines will give a successful completion message.

NOTE: The instrument MUST be power cycled after the completion of each Frequency 
Response.  Click the Read button after each power up and change the RF Level box 
prior to the next Frequency Response calibration.

☛
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3.6 Modulation Calibration

There are three separate calibration routines for the modulation functions of the 12000A. Each requires 
a different test setup. See the following sections for a complete description of the test system and 
sequence. Modulation calibrations may be done in any order. The conditions requiring re-calibration 
are outlined in this description of the Characterization screen of the Calibration Control Program:

• ‘FM Calibration’ performs the necessary steps to calibrate the frequency modulation function. 
Calibrating the Frequency Modulation also calibrates the Phase Modulation.  FM calibration must 
be done if the A1 synthesizer board is replaced.

• ‘AM Calibration’ performs the necessary steps to calibrate the amplitude modulation function.  This 
calibration of the Scan mode is also performed at this time.  This calibration should be performed 
whenever the A3, A6 or A8 assemblies are replaced.  Be sure to do the ‘Modulator’ 
characterizations first, if required.

• ‘Modulator (Scan)’ linearizes the modulators to provide accurate attenuation levels for the open 
looped ‘deep’ AM (Scan Modulation). This calibration should be performed whenever the A3, A6 or 
A8 assemblies are replaced.

Modulation Calibration
Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

3.6.1 - Frequency Modulation Calibration N/A √

3.6.2 - Amplitude Modulation Calibration N/A √

3.6.3 - Scan Modulation Calibration N/A √
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3.6.1 Frequency Modulation Calibration

Connect the UUT, computer and Modulation Analyzer to the IEEE 488 bus. The UUT should be at 
address 6 (the default), the modulation analyzer at 14 and the LO source at 7.   Connect the UUT RF 
output to the mixer RF input and the LO source (shown as a second model 12000A) to the mixer LO 
input. If the LO source is a Giga-tronics model 12000A or a Giga-tronics model GT9000, the program 
will set the frequency and power. If the source is some other model, set the LO source to 5450 MHz at       
+10 dBm, CW mode and press ‘Cancel’ in the source prompt window. Connect the Mixer/Divider IF 
divide-by-40 output to the Modulation analyzer input.

Figure 3-2: Frequency Modulation Calibration Connection

NOTE: The Mixer/Divider is required since the 8902 is not capable of measuring the 
required FM deviation.  The divider reduces the deviation by a factor of 40 allowing the 
8902 to make the measurement.  The step-by-step procedure below explains how to 
use the Audio Source, DC Source and Voltmeter.  Operator actions are directed by 
screen prompts.

☛
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3.6.1.1 Frequency Modulation Instructions

If the 12000A has not been previously warmed up, allow 15 minutes of warm-up.

In the Characterize section, click on the ’FM Calibration’ box.  Follow the on-screen prompt windows 
for step-by-step instructions.  The steps are outlined below for convenience.

1. The first step requests a zero volts input to the UUT FM connector.  Simply leave the input open as 
there is an internal 50Ω resistor to ground. This test calibrates any zero offset errors.  Since FM is 
DC coupled, any DC component (or zero error) will result in a frequency shift. Press ‘OK’ when 
ready.

2. When the prompt requests a 1.0 volt DC input, connect the DC source to the FM input connector 
and monitor the FM input connector with the voltmeter.  Set the DC source to 1.00 volts ±.005 
volts.  It may be helpful to put a resistor of about 500 ohms in series with the source and the FM 
input.  This will make setting the DC source less critical as it provides a 10:1 divider.  Be sure to 
measure the voltage at the FM input connector with everything connected.  This test calibrates the 
“inside the loop” portion of the FM (approximately DC to 15 kHz). Press ‘OK’ when ready.

3. The next step requires that the 8902 Modulation analyzer be connected to the 12000A. Since the 
test is run at a frequency of 5 GHz, it is necessary to use a special downconverter (mixer) that 
includes a divide-by-40. The LO is set to 5450 MHz at +10 dBm and connected to the mixer LO 
port. 

4. Connect the 12000A to the mixer RF port. 

5. Connect the mixer divide-by-40 IF out to the 8902 input. 

6. Connect the audio source to the 12000A FM input. Set the source to 190 kHz at 2.00 Volts peak-
to-peak ± 0.01 volts. An oscilloscope is NOT accurate enough to set this level. Use a calibrated 
source or a digital voltmeter which will accurately measure 150 kHz. Be sure to measure the voltage 
at the FM input connector with everything connected. This test calibrates the “outside the loop” 
portion of the FM (approximately 15 kHz to 8 MHz) Press ‘OK’ when ready.

The following windows will be displayed during the FM calibration process. In addition, prompt 
windows will appear to provide instructions for each step of the test. The monitor window display the 
data that is being sent.
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3.6.2 Amplitude Modulation Calibration

Connect the UUT and computer to the IEEE 488 bus. If the 12000A has not been previously warmed 
up, allow 15 minutes of warm-up.

In the Characterize section, click on the ‘AM Calibration’ box.  Follow the on-screen prompt window 
for step by step instructions.  The steps are outlined below for convenience.

1. The first step requests a zero volts input to the UUT AM connector.  Simply leave the input open 
as there is an internal 600Ω resistor to ground. This test calibrates any zero offset errors.  Since AM 
is DC coupled, any DC component (or zero error) will result in a level shift. Press ‘OK’ when ready.

2. When the prompt requests a 1.0 volt DC input, connect the DC source to the AM input connector 
and monitor the AM input connector with the voltmeter.  Set the DC source to 1.00 volts         
±.005 volts.  It may be helpful to put a resistor of about 6000 ohms in series with the source and the 
AM input.  This will make setting the DC source less critical as it provides a 10:1 divider.  Be sure 
to measure the voltage at the AM input connector with everything connected.  This test calibrates 
the ‘full scale’ of the AM. Press ‘OK’ when ready.

3. The next step will again request a zero volts input to the UUT AM connector.  Simply leave the 
input open as there is an internal 600 Ω resistor to ground.  This test calibrates the ‘Scan’ mode.  
Press ‘OK’ when ready.

4. When the prompt requests a 6.0 volt DC input, connect the DC source to the AM input connector 
and monitor the AM input connector with the voltmeter.  Set the DC source to 6.00 volts           
±.03 volts. Be sure to measure the voltage at the AM input connector with everything connected.  
This test calibrates the ‘full scale’ of the Scan Modulation. Press ‘OK’ when ready.

Figure 3-3: Amplitude Modulation Calibration Connection
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The following window will be displayed during the AM calibration process.  In addition, prompt 
windows will appear to provide instructions for each step of the test.  The monitor window displays the 
data that is being sent.
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3.6.3 Scan Modulation Calibration

1. Connect the sensor to the meter calibrator (use the ‘N’ to ‘K’ adapter) and allow at least 15 minutes 
for the sensor and meter to reach thermal equilibrium.  Then perform a sensor calibration.

2. Now connect the equipment as shown above.  The 80313A sensor connects to the 12000A RF out 
connector.  If the 12000A has a type ‘N’ connector, use the ‘N’ to ‘K’ adapter.  The 12000A should 
have its IEEE address at 6 (the default).  The power meter should be at address 10.

3. If the 12000A has not been previously warmed up, allow 15 minutes of warm-up.  

4. In the Characterize section, click on the ‘Modulator (Scan)’ box. 

The purpose of this test is to build a table of correction values.  These values, when applied during 
Scan Modulation operation, create a linear change in the output level (in dB) as the input voltage 
is varied from 0 to 6 volts.  Scan Modulation is run open loop once the selected CW output level 
has been set. The correction factors are interpolated for frequencies between the calibration points. 
This routine will take 85 minutes for a .01 to 20 GHz instrument.
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The following window will display during the calibration process. In addition, the monitor window may 
be placed in the ’Power Meter’ mode to view the data as it is taken.
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3.7 ModGen Pulse Modulation Calibration (Option 24)

3.7.1 Description

Perform calibration of the ModGen Pulse Modulation function in the Series 12000A Microwave 
Synthesizers.

Due to variation in components on the ModGen board, the delays for the three counters used in pulse 
modulation can be inaccurate.  These inaccuracies can be minimized by the software in the ModGen 
device driver.

Each counter must be calibrated individually.  Calibration is achieved by setting the counter of interest 
to a known value and allowing it to count down.  At the same time, the number of clock cycles from the 
on-board 10 MHz reference is monitored.  When the counter counts down to zero, the number of         
10 MHz clock cycles is compared to an expected value.  The difference between the original input value 
and the measured value is used to derive a calibration factor used by the ModGen device driver software.

3.7.2 Equipment Required

UUT 

3.7.3 Software

Any version of the Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizer firmware greater than V072-B48-18 is 
sufficient.  Note that the menus for calibrating the ModGen option will not be visible if the board is not 
installed.

3.7.4 Procedure

1. Turn on the Model 12000A Microwave Synthesizer.

2. Allow the boot process to complete.

3. Press the [CONFIG] key in the System group on the front panel.

4. Press the Service softkey.

5. Press the Mod Gen Testing softkey.

6. Press the PM softkey.

7. Using the cursor keys, highlight the delay counter (Start, Pulse, Interval) you wish to calibrate.

8. Press the Start Cal softkey.  This completes the cal process for the selected delay counter.

9. Repeat 7-8 for each delay counter to be calibrated.
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3.8 Monitor Functions

The monitor window is provided to allow viewing data or IEEE 488 bus traffic. Since the calibration 
processes involve significant amounts of data, both the 8650A power meter and the unit under test are 
operated in modes that do not involve displaying any information on the instruments’ displays. The 
monitor screen allows the user to see the data. The view below is a typical display with the bus traffic 
monitor turned on (See the following pages for more details).

Monitor Functions

Model

124XXA 125XXA/
127XXA

√ √
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This view shows the choices available for the monitor screen.  

• ‘GPIB send/receive in display’ puts the information in the GPIB Display Window under the GPIB 
Address box (shown below). The GPIB Address box initially shows ‘GPIB’ until an address is 
selected.

• ‘GPIB send/receive in memo’ puts the information in the same block (the one on the left) as the 
data.  This allows easily seeing what command produced a specific data point.

• ‘Show Power Meter’ puts the power meter readings in the left block.
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This view illustrates the ability to ‘filter’ the GPIB traffic.  A setting of 255 causes the display to show 
traffic to any GPIB device on the bus.  Entering a specific address will show traffic for that device only.
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6.1.7 Modulation Modes Continued (Series 125XXA/127XXA Only)

External Pulse
Problems

Is pulse totally
inoperative?

Yes

Verify input signal, if
OK then repair/replace

A3

No

Is the pulse shape the
problem ?

Yes
Repair/replace A6, A8,

A17

Note 15
No

Is pulse on level
accuracy the problem?

Yes

Is pulse on/off ratio
the problem?

Yes

Does the problem
occur above & below

 2 GHz ?
Yes Repair/replace A3

No

Does the problem
occur above

 2 GHz ?
Yes Repair/replace A3, A17

Note 16
No

Repair/replace A3, A8

Note 17

Does the problem
occur above & below

 2 GHz ?
Yes Repair/replace A3

No

Does the problem
occur above

 2 GHz ?
Yes

Repair/replace A3, A6,
A17

Note 18
No

Repair/replace A3, A8

Note 19

Yes

Formerly Figure 6-7: Fault Isolation Tree: Modulation Modes (Continued) in Rev. A through A3
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Notes

Note # Note Description for Series 12000A Fault Isolation Trees
Model

124XXA
125XXA/
127XXA

1 The referenced LEDs are located on the edge of the A4 Distribution PC board away from 
the power supply assembly.  Green LEDs indicate that the monitored power supply is on 
(they do not indicate that the supply is within tolerance).  Monitors are provided for the 
+12 standby supply  and the ± 6 and ± 12 volt main supplies.  Red LEDs indicate that the 
corresponding power supply fuse is open.  Monitors are provided for the ± 6 and ± 12 volt 
main supplies.

√ √

2 To isolate the power supply loads, unplug the 9 pin connectors which connect the power 
cables from the A4 Distribution board to the other PC assemblies.  It will be necessary to 
remove the A1 Synthesizer assembly to access these connectors.

√ √

3 The Peripheral Bus Cable is a 60 wire ribbon cable that connects the A4, A1, A11, A3 and 
A16 (if installed).  It is recommended that this cable be verified first before replacing any 
of the PC assemblies.

√ √

4 The “YIG Cal” sequence sets the YIG to 4.5 and 7.5 GHz and adjusts the tuning current to 
center the PLL.  A failure at this point can be further isolated by removing the Instrument 
bottom cover then removing the coaxial cable from A1A1 J402.  This cable goes to the A6 
Microwave Module.  It is a .085 Semiflex about 4" long.  Connect a spectrum analyzer to 
J402.  If a signal is present at about +10 dBm, then the YIG is working.  If not, measure 
the voltage on the end of R724 closest to the board edge.  It should be approximately 0.1 
volts/GHz.  If the voltage is outside the range of 0.4 to 0.85 volts, the oscillator may not 
operate and the A1 board should be serviced.  A problem in A1A1 or A1A2 can also 
cause the YIG Cal to fail.

√ √

5 The ALC Offset calibration requires that the detectors in A6 and A8 (if installed) be 
functioning as well as the circuitry on A17 and A8 that amplifies the detector signals.  If 
possible, verify the signal levels from A17 and/or A8 before replacing assemblies.

√ √

6 This problem includes frequency errors, phase noise problems, and both harmonically 
and non-harmonically related spurious signals.  It is appropriate to determine over what 
range of carrier frequencies and output amplitude levels the problem exists.  This will 
often provide additional information to help isolate the cause.

√ √

7 See the calibration section of this publication for the procedure. √ √
8 If available, exchange the A1A1/A1A2 assembly with a known good set and see if this 

fixes the problem.  If so, determine which of the two is at fault.  If not, replace the main A1 
assembly.  No re-calibration is needed if just A1A1 and/or A1A2 is replaced.  FM re-
calibration is needed if A1 is replaced (Reference to FM re-calibration does not apply to 
Series 124XXA Models).

√
(Limitations 

Apply)
√

9 Although the A1 assembly may be the point of entry for the spurious signals, poor 
connections on ground or power supply leads should be checked.  The power supply itself 
may be producing ripple outside the specified levels.  Also check if the spurious signal 
levels are affected by the amplitude setting.  If so, the A3 ALC assembly or one of the RF 
modules may be at fault.  Try looking at the output of A1A1 at J402 with a spectrum 
analyzer and see if the spur is still present.

√ √

10 A ‘Yes’ answer here should be used only if the level is neither at minimum nor maximum. √ √
11 Check the input level at the FM input connector (the front and rear ones are tied together).  

Instrument calibration assumes that this level is 2 V P-P.  Check the setting for the 
deviation by pressing the FM button.  Note that since the instrument uses frequency 
multiplication and division, the maximum deviation is reduced as the frequency is 
reduced.  If, for example, you set a deviation in narrow mode of 1 MHz at 4 GHz and then 
change the frequency to 1 GHz, the deviation will automatically change to 250 kHz.

N/A √

12 The FM Narrow mode is DC coupled.  Any DC component on the input signal will shift the 
carrier at the same scaling as the deviation.  If, for example, the deviation is set to 1 MHz 
and there is 10 mV of offset, there will be 10 kHz of carrier shift.

N/A √

13 Check the input level at the AM input connector (the front and rear ones are tied together).  
Instrument calibration assumes that this level is 2 V P-P.  Check the setting for the depth 
by pressing the AM button.

N/A √

14 The AM mode is DC coupled.  Any DC component on the input signal will shift the carrier 
level as would the peak of an AC component. N/A √

15 If the pulse shape (rise/fall time; overshoot, etc) is a problem below 2 GHz, then replace 
the A8 downconverter (all pulse shape determining circuits are on this assembly).  If the 
problem is above 2 GHz the cause could be on either the A17 board (driver) or the A6 
assembly (modulator).

N/A √

16 Pulse level accuracy (when the RF is on) problems which occur above 2 GHz would most 
likely be caused by a fault on a the A3 assembly.  It is possible, however, that a defect on 
the A17 assembly could cause a problem since the detector buffer amplifier is located 
here.

N/A √

17 Pulse level accuracy (when the RF is on) problems which occur below 2 GHz would most 
likely be caused by a fault on a the A3 assembly.  It is possible, however, that a defect on 
the A8 assembly could cause a problem since the detector buffer amplifier is located 
here.

N/A √

18 Pulse on/of ratio problems could be caused by the amplifiers on the A3 assembly, the 
driver amplifiers on A17 or by the RF module A6. N/A √

19 Pulse on/of ratio problems could be caused by the amplifiers on the A3 assembly or by 
the driver amplifiers and modulators on A8. N/A √
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6.2 Series 12000A Disassembly/Assembly Instructions 

The following instructions are provided to assist in the removal and replacement of the various 
subassemblies in the Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizers. 

6.2.1 Top & Bottom Covers 

1. Unplug the line cord from the instrument. 

2. Remove the eight screws on each cover. Four at the front, four at the rear. 

3. Lift the cover off. Note that the cover has a 'lip' on each side. Lift the cover from the front or rear 
edge. 

4. When re-installing the covers, be sure to use the longer #4 screws at the corners. 

Series 12000A Disassembly/Assembly Instructions
Model

124XXA
125XXA/
127XXA

6.2.1 - Top & Bottom Covers √ √

6.2.2 - Side Covers √ √

6.2.3 - Rear Panel √ √

6.2.4 - A1 Synthesizer √ √

6.2.5 - A15 Timebase √ √

6.2.6 - A4 Distribution Board √ √

6.2.7 - A3 Automatic Level (ALC) Board
√

(Limitations 
Apply)

√

6.2.8 - A16 Modulation Generator Board N/A √

6.2.9 - A11 CPU Board √ √

6.2.10 - A8 Downconverter √ √

6.2.11 - A6/A7/A17 Microwave Assembly Board √ √
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6.2.2 Side Covers

1. Remove the top and the bottom covers (1). 

2. Remove the four #10 flat head screws located at the front and rear edges. The front screws also 
mount the handles. 

3. Remove the four #4 flat head screws located on the top and bottom edges of the cover. 

4. Lift the cover off. 

5. When replacing the side covers see the following notes: 

a. For instruments without provision for rack slides, the side covers are identical. It 
is only necessary to be sure that the edge of the cover with the bent lip is at the 
top of the instrument. 

b. The side covers for instruments that accept rack slides are different. When 
installed, the ventilation holes go toward the top of the instrument. There are 
three #10 press nuts to mount the slides. The pair with the closer spacing goes 
toward the rear of the instrument. 

6.2.3 Rear Panel 

1. Unplug the instrument line cord. 

2. Remove the top and bottom covers (1).

3. Remove the two side covers (2).

4. If the instrument has rear panel RF output, disconnect the coaxial cable from the rear panel output 
connector. 

5. Locate the two coaxial cables running from the rear panel “Ref In” and “Ref Out” connectors to the 
A15 Time Base Assembly. Release the connector on the A15 by pressing on the lock release while 
gently pulling on the connector. If necessary, remove the cables from any plastic clips that hold the 
cables to the chassis.

6. Remove the eight #10 flat head screws located at the four corners of the rear panel casting.

7. Remove the five #6 pan head screws on the rear panel. Four of these are located near the power 
entry connector, the other one is in the BNC connector area. 

8. Carefully pull the panel loose from the four side rails. Note that the panel will only have 
sufficient cable slack to move about 2 inches! 

9. To re-install the panel, carefully push the assembly onto the four side rails. Be sure no cables are 
pinched. 

10. Fasten the five #6 pan head screws, then the eight #10 flat head screws. Be sure to put the #10 
screws in the 'outside' holes (closest to the covers). 

11. Re-connect the cable to the A15 board and, if necessary, the RF output. 
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6.2.4 A1 Synthesizer

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the bottom cover (1). 

2. Disconnect the three coaxial cables from the A1A1 sub-assembly.

3. Disconnect the two power connectors (P401, P801), the YIG (P701) and FET (P702) connectors, 
and the peripheral buss connector (P101). When removing the peripheral buss connector, press the 
locking ears outward to release the connector. 

4. Disconnect the two blue 10 MHz coax cables (J101, J102). When removing these use the proper 
removal tool or pull straight up with small tweezers held parallel to the board. 

5. Disconnect the twisted pair cable connector at P103. Press the lock release on the cable connector 
to release. 

6. Remove the seven #6 screws around the perimeter of the board. Note that one of these is accessible 
through the corner hole in the A1A2 assembly. 

7. Carefully lift the board out of the instrument.

a. To remove the A1A1/A1A2 assemblies: 

1.) Disconnect the blue cable at J501 on the A1 synthesizer board.

2). Remove the four #4 screws closest to the four corners of the assembly. These 
screws are about 1.5 inches long. 

3). Carefully lift both assemblies, as a unit. There is a multi-pin connector on the 
A1A2 which goes through a socket on the A1A1 and then into another socket 
on the A1 synthesizer board. It may be necessary to 'rock' the assembly slightly to 
ease removal. 

4). If the A1A1 and A1A2 assemblies need to be separated from each other, 
carefully pry them apart with a pocket knife blade, or equivalent. 

5). When replacing these assemblies, first plug A1A2 into A1A1, then plug the pair 
into A1, then fasten with the four #4 screws. 

8. To replace the A1 assembly, reverse the above procedure. Be certain that all connectors are 
properly aligned! The 10 MHz (blue) cables are connected by pressing straight down over their 
sockets. 

9. When tightening the three coaxial cables on A1A1, observe proper torque procedures. 
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6.2.5 A15 Timebase

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the bottom cover (1). 

2. Remove the A1 synthesizer assembly (4). 

3. Disconnect the 10 MHz coax cables (blue cables). When removing these use the proper removal 
tool or pull straight up with small tweezers held parallel to the board. 

4. Disconnect the black cable connector. Press the lock release on the cable connector to release. 

5. Disconnect the ribbon cable. 

6. Using a 'nut driver' or similar tool, unscrew the four mounting fasteners. These are threaded onto 
studs on the chassis and pass through rubber vibration isolating grommets. They are often quite 
tight. 

7. To replace the A15 assembly, reverse the above procedure. Be certain that all connectors are 
properly aligned! Be certain that the 10 MHz cables are connected to the correct sockets! 
The 10 MHz (blue) cables are connected by pressing straight down over their sockets. 
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6.2.6 A4 Distribution Board 

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the bottom cover (1). 

2. Remove the A1 Synthesizer assembly (4). 

3. Disconnect any power connectors (P403-P410), the main power supply input connector (P401), 
the fan power connector (P302), and the standby power connector (P402). 

4. Disconnect the peripheral buss connector (P101) and the module cables (P102 and P201). When 
removing these connectors, press the locking ears outward to release the connector. 

5. Disconnect the cables to the A15 and A11 boards (P305 and P301). 

6. Disconnect the connector on the wire going to the YIG oscillator. This connector is in line with 
the wire. 

7. Disconnect the (optional) step attenuator ribbon cable at P303 and/or the (optional) cable to the 
high power assembly at P304. 

8. Remove the five spacers (that are used to mount the A 1 assembly). 

9. Lift the A4 assembly out of the instrument. Note that there is a locating pin on one corner of the 
board. 

10. To re-install the assembly reverse the above procedure. 

11. First align the hole in the corner of the board with the locating pin. Press the board onto the pin. 
Now install the five spacers. 

12. Re-connect all the cables. Be certain that the connectors are properly mated and aligned. 
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6.2.7 A3 Automatic Level (ALC) Board 

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the top cover (1). 

2. Disconnect the two power connectors (P701, P702) and the peripheral buss connector (P101). 
When removing the peripheral buss connector, press the locking ear outward to release the 
connector. 

3. Disconnect all of the blue cables. When removing these use the proper removal tool or pull straight 
up with small tweezers held parallel to the board. 

4. Disconnect the twister pair/coaxial cable connector at P301. Press the lock release on the cable 
connector to release. 

5. Remove the nine #6 screws around the perimeter of the board and the one #6 screw in the center. 

6. Carefully lift the board out of the instrument. 

7. To replace the A3 assembly, reverse the above procedure. Be certain that all connectors 
reproperly aligned!  The blue cables are connected by pressing straight down over their sockets. 

6.2.8 A16 Modulation Generator Board (Series 125XXA/127XXA Only)

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the top cover (1). 

2. Disconnect the power connector (P400) and the peripheral buss connector (P100). When 
removing the peripheral buss connector, press the locking ears outward to release the connector. 

3. Disconnect the blue 10 MHz cable. When removing this cable use the proper removal tool to pull 
straight up with small tweezers held parallel to the board. 

4. Disconnect the twister pair connector at P101. 

5. Disconnect the remaining twisted pair connectors. Press the lock release on the cable connector to 
release. 

6. Remove the six #6 screws around the perimeter of the board and lift out the assembly. 

7. To replace the A16 assembly, reverse the above procedure.  Be certain that all connectors are 
properly aligned! The blue cable is connected by pressing straight down over its socket. 
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6.2.9 A11 CPU Board 

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the top cover (1). 

2. Remove the A3 ALC assembly (7). 

3. Remove the shield plate by removing the nine #6 screws (with their lock and flat washers). 

4. Disconnect the main power connector (P702), the backlight power connector (P503), and the 
peripheral buss connector (P402). When removing the peripheral buss connector, press the locking 
ears outward to release the connector. 

5. Disconnect the blue 10 MHz cable (J101). When removing this cable use the proper removal tool 
or pull straight up with small tweezers held parallel to the board. 

6. Disconnect the LCD flex cable (J501). When removing this cable, pull straight out, parallel to the 
board. 

7. Disconnect the twisted pair connector (J601). Press the lock release on the cable connector to 
release. 

8. Disconnect the remaining four ribbon cables. 

9. Disconnect the back-up battery (P201).

Disconnecting the battery will clear the non-volatile memory.

If the A11 assembly is to be re-used in this instrument, do not disconnect the battery, unfasten it 
from the chassis instead.

10.  Remove the five #6 screws and lift the assembly out of the instrument.

11. To replace the A11 assembly, reverse the above procedure. Be certain that all connectors are 
properly aligned! 

12. The blue cable is connected by pressing straight down over its socket.

a. When re-connecting the LCD flex cable, grasp the cable near the end and press 
firmly and carefully into the socket. The cable should have the blue plastic strip 
toward the PC board (i.e. not visible after the cable is installed). 

WARNING
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6.2.10 A8 Downconverter 

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the top cover (1). 

2. Remove the A16 Internal Modulation Generator assembly (8), if installed. 

3. Remove the two white coaxial cables. One is located at the front edge of the assembly, the other on 
the inside edge near the peripheral bus cable.

4. Remove the five blue coaxial cables. When removing these use the proper removal tool or pull 
straight up with small tweezers held parallel to the board. 

5. Remove the power/control ribbon cable. When removing this cable, press the locking ears outward 
to release the connector. 

6. Remove the seven #6 screws around the perimeter (If the A16 board was installed, some of the 
screws are replaced with spacers, remove these) and lift the assembly out of the instrument. 

7. To replace the A8 assembly, reverse the above procedure. Be certain that all connectors are 
properly aligned! 

a. The blue cables are connected by pressing straight down over their sockets. 
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6.2.11 A6/A7/A17 Microwave Assembly 

This assembly must be removed in a static controlled environment.

1. Remove the bottom cover (1). 

2. Disconnect the RF input on the front of the assembly (Semi-flex) which comes from the A1 
synthesizer assembly. 

3. Disconnect the RF input on the rear of the assembly (white coax) which comes from the A8 
downconverter (if installed). 

4. Disconnect the RF output on the rear of the assembly (Semi-flex).

5. Disconnect the ribbon cable from P1. When removing this cable, press the locking ears outward to 
release the connector. 

6. Disconnect the five blue coaxial cables. When removing these use the proper removal tool or pull 
straight up with small tweezers held parallel to the board. 

7. Remove the four slotted head #6 screws from the top module (A7), if it is installed. If not, these 
screws are phillips head and are on the A17 PC assembly. 

8. Remove the two #6 screws from the back end of the A17 PC assembly and lift the entire assembly 
out of the instrument. 

9. To replace the A8 assembly, reverse the above procedure. Be certain that all connectors are 
properly aligned! 

a. The blue cables are connected by pressing straight down over their sockets. 

10. When tightening the three coaxial cables observe proper torque procedures. 

11. To install the 12000A calibration program simply copy all the files in the 12000A Calibration 
directory to a directory on your PC.



Series 12000A Microwave Synthesizers

6-18 Publication 31232, Rev. A4, June 2002

6.3 Series 12000A CPU Initialization Error Messages 

1. “Synth boot load timeout”. Boot code has been transmitted to the Synthesizer, but after 650 
microseconds, no response has been received.

2. “Synth boot load err”. Boot code has been transmitted to the Synthesizer, and the Synthesizer has 
responded with an error message. The contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers 
are displayed.

3. “ALC boot load timeout”. Boot code has been transmitted to the ALC board, but after 650 
microseconds, no response has been received.

4. “ALC boot load error”. Boot code has been transmitted to the ALC board, and the ALC board has 
responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC board DSP HIP status and data registers 
are displayed.

5. “Synth FPGA RdBck timeout”. A byte of the Synthesizer FPGA program file has been 
transmitted to the Synthesizer, but after 65 microseconds, no response has been received.

6. “Synth FPGA RdBck error”. A byte of the Synthesizer FPGA program file has been transmitted to 
the Synthesizer, and the Synthesizer has responded with an error message and/or a non-matching 
data byte rather than an OP COMPLETE message and a matching data byte. The contents of the 
Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed

7. “Synth FPGA load opn timeout”. The entire Synthesizer FPGA program file has been transmitted 
to the Synthesizer, but after 1300 microseconds, no response has been received.

8. “Synth FPGA load opn error”. The entire Synthesizer FPGA program file has been transmitted to 
the Synthesizer, and the Synthesizer has responded with an error message. The contents of the 
Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

9. “Synth DSP code rdbck timeout”. A byte of the Synthesizer DSP operational code file has been 
transmitted to the Synthesizer, but after 65 microseconds, no response has been received.

10. “Synth DSP code rdbck err”. A byte of the Synthesizer DSP operational code file has been 
transmitted to the Synthesizer, and the Synthesizer has responded with an error message and/or a 
non-matching data byte rather than an OP COMPLETE message and a matching data byte. The 
contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed

11. “Synth DSP code load opn timeout”. The entire Synthesizer DSP operational code file has been 
transmitted to the Synthesizer, but after 65 microseconds, no response has been received.

Series 12000A CPU Initialization Error Messages

Model

124XXA
125XXA/
127XXA

√ √

NOTE: The following error messages are listed in the order of (potential) occurrence.☛
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12. “Synth DSP code load opn err”. The entire Synthesizer DSP operational code file has been 
transmitted to the Synthesizer, and the Synthesizer has responded with an error message. The 
contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

13. “YIG Cal xx synth operation timeout”. Data and strobe have been sent for one of the twelve 
Synthesizer YIG calibrations, but after 2.5 seconds, no response has been received.

14. “YIG Cal xx synth operation error”. Data and strobe have been sent for one of the twelve 
Synthesizer YIG calibrations, and the Synthesizer has responded with an error message. The 
contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed

15. “YIG Cal xx data readback timeout”. One of the twelve Synthesizer YIG calibrations has 
completed successfully, and a request has been sent to retrieve the results, but after .75 seconds, no 
response has been received.

16. “YIG Cal xx data readback error”. One of the twelve Synthesizer YIG calibrations has completed 
successfully, a request has been sent to retrieve the results, but the Synthesizer has responded with 
an error message. The contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

17. “A1A2 Cal xx operation timeout”. Data and strobe have been sent for one of the 41 A1A2 
calibrations, but no response has been received within the time allotted. For cal numbers 0 and 41, 
this is 5 msec; for the remaining calibrations, this is 640 msec.

18. “A1A2 Cal xx operation error”. Data and strobe have been sent for one of 41 A1A2 calibrations, 
and the Synthesizer has responded with an error message. The contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP 
status and data registers are displayed.

19. “A1A2 Cal xx DSP Word 0 data readback timeout”. One of the 41 A1A2 calibrations has 
completed successfully, and a request has been sent to retrieve the results, but after 5 msec, no 
response has been received.

20. “A1A2 Cal xx DSP Word 0 data readback error”. One of the 41 A1A2 calibrations has 
completed successfully, a request has been sent to retrieve the results, but the Synthesizer has 
responded with an error message. The contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP status and data registers 
are displayed.

21. “A1A2 Cal xx DSP Word 1 data readback timeout”. One of A1A2 calibrations 1 - 39 has 
completed successfully, and a request has been sent to retrieve the second word of results, but after 5 
msec, no response has been received.

22. “A1A2 Cal xx DSP Word 1 data readback error”. One of A1A2 calibrations 1 - 39 has 
completed successfully, a request has been sent to retrieve the second word of results, but the 
Synthesizer has responded with an error message. The contents of the Synthesizer DSP HIP status 
and data registers are displayed.

23. “ALC SP FPGA cfg ack timeout”. The command has been sent to the ALC telling it to get ready 
for SP FPGA startup program file data, but after 500 msec, no response has been received.

24. “ALC SP FPGA cfg error”. The command has been sent to the ALC telling it to get ready for SP 
FPGA startup program file data, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents 
of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

25. “ALC SP FPGA load opn timeout”. The entire ALC SP FPGA startup program file has been 
transmitted to the ALC, but after 1300 microseconds, no response has been received.
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26. “ALC SP FPGA load opn err”. The entire ALC SP FPGA startup program file has been 
transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the 
ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

27. “ALC PM FPGA cfg ack timeout”. The command has been sent to the ALC telling it to get ready 
for PM FPGA program file data, but after 500 msec, no response has been received. (SERIES 125XXA/
127XXA ONLY).

28. “ALC PM FPGA cfg error”. The command has been sent to the ALC telling it to get ready for SP 
FPGA program file data, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the 
ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

29. “ALC PM FPGA load opn timeout”. The entire ALC PM FPGA program file has been transmitted 
to the ALC, but after 1300 microseconds, no response has been received.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA 
ONLY).

30. “ALC PM FPGA load opn err”. The entire ALC PM FPGA program file has been transmitted to 
the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP 
status and data registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

31. “ALC prog mem test timeout”. The ALC board has been commanded to test program memory, 
but hasn't responded after 1 second.

32. “ALC prog mem test err”. The ALC board has been commanded to test program memory, and the 
ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed.

33. “ALC lin mem test timeout”. The ALC board has been commanded to test detector linearization 
memory, but hasn't responded after 1 second.

34. “ALC lin mem test err”. The ALC board has been commanded to test detector linearization 
memory, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP 
status and data registers are displayed.

35. “ALC delin mem test timeout”. The ALC board has been commanded to test modulator 
delinearization memory, but hasn't responded after 1 second.

36. “ALC delin mem test err”. The ALC board has been commanded to test modulator 
delinearization memory, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the 
ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

37. “ALC Analog test timeout”. The ALC board has been commanded to test the analog input 
circuitry, but hasn't responded after 1 second.

38. “ALC Analog test err”. The ALC board has been commanded to test the analog input circuitry, 
and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and 
data registers are displayed.

39. “ALC DSP code rdbck timeout”. A byte of the ALC DSP internal memory operational code file 
has been transmitted to the ALC, but after 65 microseconds, no response has been received.
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40. “ALC DSP code rdbck err”. A byte of the ALC DSP internal memory operational code file has 
been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message and/or a non-
matching data byte rather than an OP COMPLETE message and a matching data byte. The 
contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

41. “ALC DSP code load opn timeout”. The entire ALC DSP internal memory operational code file 
has been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 msec, no response has been received.

42. “ALC DSP code load opn err”. The entire ALC DSP internal memory operational code file has 
been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of 
the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

43. “ALC DSP ext code rdbck timeout”. A byte of the ALC DSP external memory operational code 
file has been transmitted to the ALC, but after 65 microseconds, no response has been received.

44. “ALC DSP ext code rdbck err”. A byte of the ALC DSP external memory operational code file 
has been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message and/or a non-
matching data byte rather than an OP COMPLETE message and a matching data byte. The 
contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

45. “ALC DSP ext code load opn timeout”. The entire ALC DSP external memory operational code 
file has been transmitted to the ALC, but after 5 seconds, no response has been received.

46. “ALC DSP ext code load opn err”. The entire ALC DSP external memory operational code file 
has been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents 
of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.

47. “ALC init timeout”. The entire ALC DSP operational code file has been transmitted to the ALC, 
but after .5 seconds, no response has been received.

48. “ALC init error”. The entire ALC DSP operational code file has been transmitted to the ALC, and 
the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed. 

49. “ALC mod delin table build timeout”. The ALC modulator delinearization table coefficients 
have been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 seconds, no response has been received.

50. “ALC mod delin table build err”. The ALC modulator delinearization table coefficients have 
been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of 
the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed. 

51. “ALC A17 det lin table build timeout”. The ALC A17 CW detector linearization table 
coefficients have been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 seconds, no response has been received.

52. “ALC A17 det lin table build error”. The ALC A17 CW detector linearization table coefficients 
have been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The 
contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed. 

53. “ALC A8 det lin table build timeout”. The ALC A8 CW detector linearization table coefficients 
have been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 seconds, no response has been received.

54. “ALC A8 det lin table build error”. The ALC A8 CW detector linearization table coefficients 
have been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The 
contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed. 
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55. “ALC A5 det lin table build timeout”. The ALC A5 CW detector linearization table coefficients 
have been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 seconds, no response has been received.

56. “ALC A5 det lin table build error”. The ALC A5 CW detector linearization table coefficients 
have been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. The 
contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed. 

57. “ALC A17 det pulse table build timeout”. The ALC A17 PULSE detector linearization table 
coefficients have been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 seconds, no response has been received. 
(SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

58. “ALC A17 det pulse table build error”. The ALC A17 PULSE detector linearization table 
coefficients have been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. 
The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA 
ONLY).

59. “ALC A8 det pulse table build timeout”. The ALC A8 PULSE detector linearization table 
coefficients have been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 seconds, no response has been received. 
(SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

60. “ALC A8 det pulse table build error”. The ALC A8 PULSE detector linearization table 
coefficients have been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. 
The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA 
ONLY).

61. “ALC A5 det pulse table build timeout”. The ALC A5 PULSE detector linearization table 
coefficients have been transmitted to the ALC, but after 10 seconds, no response has been received. 
(SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

62. “ALC A5 det pulse table build error”. The ALC A5 PULSE detector linearization table 
coefficients have been transmitted to the ALC, and the ALC has responded with an error message. 
The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA 
ONLY).

63. “ALC A17 CW det zero timeout”. The ALC has been directed to find A17 CW detector zero, but 
after 5 seconds, no response has been received.

64. “ALC A17 CW det zero error”. The ALC has been directed to find A17 CW detector zero, and 
the ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed. 

65. “ALC A17 PM det zero timeout”. The ALC has been directed to find A17 PM detector zero, but 
after 5 seconds, no response has been received. (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

66. “ALC A17 PM det zero error”. The ALC has been directed to find A17 PM detector zero, and the 
ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

67. “ALC A8 CW det zero timeout”. The ALC has been directed to find A8 CW detector zero, but 
after 5 seconds, no response has been received.

68. “ALC A8 CW det zero error”. The ALC has been directed to find A8 CW detector zero, and the 
ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed. 
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69. “ALC A8 PM det zero timeout”. The ALC has been directed to find A8 PM detector zero, but 
after 5 seconds, no response has been received. (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

70. “ALC A8 PM det zero error”. The ALC has been directed to find A8 PM detector zero, and the 
ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

71. “ALC A5 CW det zero timeout”. The ALC has been directed to find A5 CW detector zero, but 
after 5 seconds, no response has been received.

72. “ALC A5 CW det zero error”. The ALC has been directed to find A5 CW detector zero, and the 
ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed. 

73. “ALC A5 PM det zero timeout”. The ALC has been directed to find A5 PM detector zero, but 
after 5 seconds, no response has been received. (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

74. “ALC A5 PM det zero error”. The ALC has been directed to find A5 PM detector zero, and the 
ALC has responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data 
registers are displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

75. “ALC AM zero timeout”. The ALC has been directed to find AM input zero, but after .5 seconds, 
no response has been received. (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).

76. “ALC AM zero error”. The ALC has been directed to find AM input zero, and the ALC has 
responded with an error message. The contents of the ALC DSP HIP status and data registers are 
displayed.  (SERIES 125XXA/127XXA ONLY).
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