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[57] ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a high voltage electromagnetic
pulse generator.

This generator comprises a capacitor having an axis of
revolution, disposed about an internal conductor and
charged by means of a high voltage direct current
power supply, a conical spark gap, whose axis of revo-
lution coincides with that of the capacitor, having first
and second electrodes and used for discharging the
capacitor, a ballast resistor having an axis of revolution,
connected in series with the spark gap in such a way
that the first electrode is connected to the high voltage
terminal of the power supply and the second electrode
to the earth of said power supply via the ballast resistor
and the internal conductor and electromagnetic control
means for the spark gap, the capacitor, spark gap and
ballest resistor forming with the internal conductor a
coaxial line having a constant impedance along the line.

7 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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HIGH VOLTAGE ELECTROMAGNETIC PULSE
GENERATOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a high voltage elec-
tromagnetic pulse generator.

This pulse generator can in particular be used for
testing the behaviour of certain devices, such as elec-
tronic components, under high voltage pulses, such as
e.g. pulses of 30 to 300 kV, with leading fronts lasting
less than 5 ns. :

The presently known electromagnetic pulse genera-
tors do not permit such an application, in view of the
existence of an excessively high overall choke or induc-
tor, which is constituted by the individual chokes of the
various components of the generator, as well as the
connecting chokes resulting from the interconnection
of these various components.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION'

The present invention relates to a high voltage elec-
tromagnetic pulse generator making it possible to elimi-
nate the effect of this choke. This generator can in par-
ticular be used for the purpose described hereinbefore.

More specifically, the invention relates to a high
voltage electromagnetic pulse generator, wherein it
comprises a capacitor having an axis of revolution,
disposed around an internal conductor having an axis of
revolution coinciding with that of the capacitor,
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whereby the latter can be charged by a direct current -

power supply, a conical spark gap, whose axis of revo-
Iution can coincide with that of the capacitor having at
least two electrodes, namely an external electrode and
an internal electrode, and making it possible to dis-
charge the capacitor in pulse-like manner, a ballast resis-
tor having an axis of revolution, connected in series
with the spark gap in such a way that the external elec-
trode of the spark gap is directly connected to the high
voltage terminal of the power supply and the internal
electrode of the spark gap is connected to the earth of
said power supply, via the internal conductor and the
ballast resistor, as well as spark gap control means, the
capacitor, the spark gap and the ballast resistor of said
generator forming with the internal conductor a coaxial
line having a constant impedance along said line.

The impedance of this line is, for example, close to 50
ohms, which makes it possible to overcome the prob-
lems connected with chokes. Thus, this generator can
produce regulatable pulses having a voltage between 30
and 300 kV with a leading front lasting less than 5 ns.

According to a preferred embodiment of the genera-
tor according to the invention, the end of the internal
electrode facing the external electrode has a convex
shape. .

According to anothe preferred embodiment of the
generator according to the invention, the part of the
external electrode facing the end of the internal elec-
trode has a planar shape.

According to another preferred embodiment of the
invention, the capacitor is arranged around an insula-
tion cylindrical support in which is housed the internal
conductor, and the assembly constituting a coaxial line.

According to another preferred embodiment of the
generator according to the invention, the load resistor
comprises a sheet of aqueous electrolyte, whose thick-
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ness varies in an inversely proportional manner with the
radius of said sheet. ’

According to another embodiment of the invention,
the generator comprises a gate placed in a bore made in
the planar part of the external electrode. In this embodi-
ment, for example, the spark gap control means com-
prise another capacitor, which can be charged by means
of another direct current power supply, another spark
gap making it possible to discharge this other capacitor
in pulse-like manner and an insulating transformer,
whose primary is connected between said other capaci-
tor and the earth of said other power supply and whose
secondary is connected between the external electrode
and the gate.

~ BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is described in greater detail hereinaf-
ter relative to non-limitative embodiments and the at-
tached drawings, wherein show:

FIG. 1 diagrammatically a sectional view of a pulse
generator according to the invention.

FIG. 2 a block diagram of the pulse generator dis-
charge circuit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 diagrammatically, a sectional view of the
pulse generator spark gap of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

According to the invention the electromagnetic pulse
generator comprises a capacitor 2 having an axis of
revolution 4 and positioned around an internal conduc-
tor 5§ having an axis of revolution coinciding with that
of the capacitor. The generator also comprises a conical
spark gap 6, whose axis of revolution coincides with
that of the capacitor, and a ballast resistor 8 having an
axis of revolution, which may or may not coincide with
the axis of revolution 4 of the capacitor. For practical
reasons, these various components of the pulse genera-
tor must be dismantlable.

The generator also comprises a high direct current
power supply connected to the terminals of capacitor 2
and permitting the charging of the latter. The pulse-like
discharge of capacitor 2 is performed by means of spark
gap 6, whose control takes place by means of a system
10.

According to the invention, capacitor 2, spark gap 6
and load resistor 8 define with internal conductor 5 a
coaxial line having a constant impedance along said
line. For example, the impedance of the line is approxi-
mately 50 ohms.

When it is desired to respect to a minimum the princi-
ple of impedance matching along the coaxial line form-
ing the generator, it is clear that this is impossible in the
region of the spark gap where the spark is formed. In
order to respect this principle it is necessary to give said
regions the smallest possible dimensions and this impe-
dance problem can be solved by a conical spark gap.

The ballast resistor 8 is connected to the assembly
formed by spark gap 6 and capacitor 8, either directly
by means or screws, or via a cable 7, in the manner
shown in FIG. 1. The cable has the same impedance as
the aforementioned coaxial line.

From the electrical connections standpoint, the bal-
last resistor, as shown in FIG. 2, is connected in series
with the spark gap 6, and the assembly constituted by
the resistor and the spark gap is connected to the termi-
nals of capacitor 2, i.e. to the terminals of the high direct
current power supply
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According to the invention, the spark gap 6 is consti-
tuted by at least two electrodes, namely an internal
electrode 12 and an external electrode 14, serving as a
tight envelope, which is made from metal. In view of
the fact that the voltages to which the spark gap can be
exposed are very high, the length of the external elec-
trode 14 must also be considerable.

Preferably, the end 12a of internal electrode 12, fac-
ing external electrode 14, has a convex, e.g. hemispheri-
cal shape, whilst the part 16 of the external electrode,
facing said end 124, has a planar shape, in the manner
illustrated in FIG. 3.

The internal electrode 12, located in a conical insulat-
ing part 17, is connected to the earth of the high voltage
power supply via ballast resistor 8, and.the external
electrode 14 is connected to the high voltage terminal
of said power supply (FIG. 1).

Spark gap 6 is of the pressurized type. Gas is supplied
to the spark gap by means of a suitable regulatable sys-
tem 18. As a function of the desired voltage response,
the gases used are either sulphur hexafluoride, or nitro-
gen. The laiter can be compressed through pressures
down to 25 bars, so that the external electrode 14 serv-
ing as the envelope must be able to withstand such
pressures. In this type of spark gap, sparkover is pro-
duced by the depressurization of the spark gap.

In view of the use of high gas pressures in the spark
gap and the weak tensile behaviour of the insulating
materials which can be used for forming the insulating
part 17 of said spark gap, (plastics, ceramics), it is pref-
erable to make the materials work under compression.
This is in particular obtained by using a conical spark
gap. Thus, the pressure of the gas in the space between
external electrode 14 and insulating part 17 leads to the
buttressing of the insulating part against electrode 14, so
that the insulating material constituting part 17 works in
the desired sense.

Studies have shown that the sparkover of spark gap 6
does not always take place axially, i.e. between end 12a
of electrode 12 and the planar part 16 of electrode 14.
Thus, sparkover sometimes takes place laterally in the
space between external electrode 14 and insulating part
17. As a result of the use of a conical spark gap it is
possible to obtain a space of significant length, which
makes it possible to obviate such a sparkover.

Moreover, it is possible to use a spark gap 6 of the
triode type having a gate 20, in the manner shown in
FIG. 3, as well as electrodes 12 and 14. Gate 20 is
placed in a bore 22 made in the planar part 16 of exter-
nal electrode 14 and is disposed in such a way that end
204 of said gate is flush with the inner part 16z of the
external electrode. In order to prevent any gas leak
from the inside to the outside of the spark gap an insulat-
ing material 23 fills bore 22.

As has been stated hereinbefore, the control of the
spark gap and in particular the triode-type spark gap is
provided by means of a system 10. This electromagnet-
ic-type system 10 comprises a switch, such as for exam-
ple a spark gap 24, connected to the terminals of a sec-
ond direct current power supply, a capacitor 26, which
can be charged by said second power supply, and an
insulating transformer 28, which can also constitute a
voltage raising means, whose primary 30 is connected
between capacitor 26 and the earth of the second power
supply and whose secondary 32 is connected between
external electrode 14 and gate 20.

On controlling the closing of switch 24, capacitor 26
discharges across the primary 30 of transformer 28. The
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voltage produced leads to a spark between gate 20 and
external electrode 14 in the transformer secondary 32
and this causes a spark between end 12« of internal
electrode 12 and the planar part 16 of external electrode
14. The sparkover of spark gap 6 then produces the
pulse-type discharge of capacitor 2 giving rise to high
voltage output pulses.

The use of such a control system makes it possible to
produce reproducible signals, both from the shape and
amplitude standpoints, as from the standpoint of the rise
rate of said signals.

According to the invention, capacitor 2 of the gener-
ator can be formed either by a single capacitor, or by
several capacitors 34, connected in series and/or in
parallel. This or these capacitors have the shape of
hollow cylinders, disposed around a cylindrical insulat-
ing support 36, e.g. made from PVC, in which is housed
the internal conductor 5. The assembly formed by the
capacitor, the cylindrical support and the internal con-
ductor, constitutes a coaxial line, whose impedance is,
for example, close to 50 ohms.

On using several capacitors connected in series, bal-
last resistors 38 should be provided and each of these is
connected in parallel with the corresponding capacitor
34, as shown in the upper part of FIG. 1. These resistors
are used for imposing adequate voltages at intermediate
points 39.

- As has been stated hereinbefore, the various compo-
nents constituting the pulse generator must be dismantl-
able, particularly with respect to the assembly formed
by the capacitor and the spark gap. Screws such as 40
make it possible to fix the spark gap to the capacitor.

Moreover, gaskets such as 41 must be provided, in
order to prevent a possible sparkover between the earth
and the high voltage, i.e. between the capacitor and the
internal conductor.

The ballast resistor 8 must comprise an aqueous elec-
trolyte sheet 42, which is of revolution and is inserted
between the two insulating parts 44 and 46. The electro-
lyte chosen is, for example, a sodium chloride solution.

To ensure that the power dissipated in the electrolyte
is constant, the thickness of the sheet varies in inversely
proportional manner to the radius of the sheet. The
generatrix of this sheet of revolution is determined in
such a way that impedance matching is maintained from
one end to the other of the ballast resistor. For example,
the impedence of this electrolyte sheet is equal to 50
ohms.

Obviously this is only an exemplified embodiment of
the ballast resistor and the latter can in particular be
constituted by several seriesparallel connected commer-
cial carbon resistors.

In the application of the pulse generator in the testing
of electronic components, the latter must be connected
in parallel with ballast resistor 8, i.e. to the output termi-
nals of the generator designated U, by means of a spe-
cific connector, whose structure is a function of the
components to be tested.

An exemplified embodiment of the pulse generator as
described hereinbefore will now be provided. Capacitor
2 can be formed from three series-connected, elemen-
tary capacitors having a’ capacitance -of 180 nF and
having and internal diameter of 200, mm, an- external
diameter of 255 mm and a length of 306 mm, said capac-
itors having a voltage response at least equal to 50 kV.
Resistor 38 connected to the terminals of each of the
elementary capacitors is equal to 250 MQ. -

The spark gap length can be 400 mm.
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With regards to the control system 10 of the triode-
type spark gap 6, the voltage supplied by the second
power supply is equal to 7 kV, the capacitance of capac-
itor 24 equal to 100 nF and the number of turns of the
voltage raising transformer primary and secondary are
respectively equal to 15 and 40.

What is claimed is :

1. A high voltage electromagnetic pulse generator,
wherein, it comprises a capacitor having an axis of revo-
lution, disposed around an internal conductor having an
axis of revolution coinciding with that of the capacitor,
whereby the latter can be charged by a direct current
power supply, said direct current power supply having
a high voltage terminal and an earth, a conical spark
gap, whose axis of revolution can coincide with that of
the capacitor having at least two electrodes, namely an
external electrode and an internal electrode, and making
it possible to discharge the capacitor in pulse-like man-
ner, a ballast resistor having an axis of revolution, con-
nected in series with the spark gap in such a way that
the external electrode of the spark gap is directly con-
nected to the high voltage terminal of the power supply
and the internal electrode of the spark gap is connected
to the earth of said power supply, via the internal con-
ductor and the ballast resistor, as well as spark gap
control means, the capacitor, the spark gap and the
ballast resistor of said generator forming with the inter-
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nal conductor a coaxial line having a constant impe-
dance along said line.

2. A pulse generator according to claim 1, wherein
the end of the internal electrode, facing the external
electrode, has a convex shape.

3. A pulse generator according to claim 2, wherein
that part of the external electrode facing the end of the
internal electrode has a planar shape.

4. A pulse generator according to claim 1, wherein
the capacitor is disposed around a cylindrical insulating
support, which houses the internal conductor, the as-
sembly constituting a coaxial line.

5. A pulse generator according to claim 1, wherein
the ballast resistor is constituted by an aqueous electro-
Iyte sheet, whose thickness varies in inversely propor-
tional manner to the radius of the sheet.

6. A pulse generator according to claim 3, wherein it
comprises a gate placed in a bore made in the planar
part of the external electrode.

7. A pulse generator according to claim 6, wherein
the spark gap control means comprise another capaci-
tor, which can be charged by means of another direct
current power supply, another spark gap making it
possible to discharge this other capacitor in pulse-like
manner and an insulating transformer, whose primary is
connected between said other, capacitor and the earth
of said other power supply and whose secondary is

connected between the external electrode and the gate.
* * * * *



