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By Edmund Stevens
l Newsday Speclal Cor:espondent

it ‘iMoscow—American citizens ‘in Mos-
':'épw .hdve been flocking to the U.S.’
'“Embassy, seeking free blood tests that.

mwzll determme if they- have an ab-'

,“normal ‘number .of white blood cells. §
fali ‘The em‘basy has been forced to atop
& scheduling tests because of the response
and. now tells callers that appoiniments .
,:may ‘not ba’ ava.xlal'ﬂe until February.'
*US officials here have nppealed to-
J‘Wnshmgton for assistance, » :-i. sitaticd
Comom-n .over,_ the blood count of

Amorxmn cmzens began whevn a mech— ‘
- cal officer in the embassy noticed that‘
“a third of the diplomats and their fam-
“ilies tested in recent months showed an.’
. abnormally high’ number¥ of ' Iympho-. |
cytes a type of white blood 'celll’s 572
""" . Initially, there was fear that the con-*'
5 denon was being caused by microwaves’
- being- beamed at the embassy by the
© Soviets, but medical authorities have'.
: aba.ndoned that theory. The presence :|
of the extra white cells'is said fo be:.
i femporary, and not alarmmg Amemzn &
- doctors say’ the condition does not in-"
- dicate critical blood disorders, such as.
,Jeukemia., The :.cqnd.i.tiexz;;::ststbyétisg..—;
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say, is self-reversmg1 and the' abnormal.-
ity recedes ‘approximately *two - weeks
“after individuals leave the Moscow 2ok
vxronment. s SRNE Y

- Sfate: Depart.ment medxcal &pecml-
isw say -the high level of'white cells-
“may . be. caused either by a lqw—gmdn

{upper: -respiratory infection or'a para-.

szte in Soviet drinking water.: i€
.= .Officials. are hopeful that -‘ostmg a
“Jarge number of Americans in Moscow
«—U.S. personnel, oorrwpondents mem-
bers ‘of a bungeoning business commu-:
-nity—avill help determine if 1he blood:
-conditiort - is ono .that : affects - ‘most-
Amex::cans llvmn here for 'extendcd

pendds or pr.marﬂy those mdxvxdua!s .
:who thave frequent contact’ with the -

- embassy. There is no indication as'{o

3 whether Russian eitizens living in Mos- g

¥ cow have high white cell ccunts,

Iv - Russian authorities thus far “ave of- .
fered no assistance in the. matter and -
" have sugg&s‘ed that the current con-’

+ troversy is - politically - motivated to -

."generate distrust of Soviets in the days ~
;' before Jimmy Carter’s inauguration, -

Tha Sovxets also denied that they are
engaping in microwave bombardment

- of the embassy, although U.S. author1~ ]

; ties say the practice !has been going on.
Lﬁnce the early 1960s. w1\ - noir i
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