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[57] ABSTRACT

Each of two channels has a sine wave oscillator, an
electronic key, an amplifier and a pair of electrodes,
electrically connected in series. A pair of threshold
circuits are provided. Each of the threshold circuits has
an input electrically connected to the amplifier of a
corresponding one of the channels and an output. A first
coincidence circuit has a pair of inputs each electrically
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1
ELECTRONARCOSIS APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to medical engineer-
ing. More particularly, the invention relates to general
anesthesia, and especially to apparatus for electronar-
cosis.

The apparatus of the invention may find application
for transitory general anesthesia in electroimpulse heart
defibrillation, for example.

An embodiment of electronarcosis apparatus of the
prior art is known to include two identical electric
channels, each comprising a sine wave oscillator, an
amplifier and a pair of electrodes arranged on the pa-
tient’s head. These components are electrically con-
nected in series. The apparatus is provided with a regu-
lator to control the current in the electrode circuit, and
pointer instruments to measure the currents. The appa-
ratus also comprises a circuit commutator for switching
the outputs of the amplifiers over from the electrodes to
the equivalent load. Thus, each of the channels can be
checked for serviceability prior to applying electronar-
cosis (cf. U.S. Pat. No. 3,626,926).

The aforedescribed known apparatus is adapted to
conduct a session of electronarcosis during which the
physician can regulate the intensity of the current in
each of the channels, proceeding from the condition of
the patient, as judged against respective criteria. This
assures a required depth of penetration of the anesthetic
effect, while taking into account an individual reaction
of the patient to the effect of electronarcosis. Further,
the operator is in a position to graduaily increase the
intensity of the current in both channels at a slow rate,
in the course of a lengthy application of electronarcosis,
particularly in order to compensate for the “habitua-
tion” of the patient to the effect of electronarcosis.
When there is a lengthy session of electronarcosis, as is
the case in various surgical interventions, the intensity
of the currents in the channels required to apply anes-
thesia to the patient operated upon, may vary substan-
tially from the beginning to the end of the session.

‘Whenever the patient is exposed to a transient therea-
peutic effect accompanied by excessively painful sensa-
tions, for example, in electrical defibrillation of the
heart, short-time application of electronarcosis is re-
quired.

In particular, the peculiarities of the defibrillation
method under electronarcosis involve feeding of the
electronarcosis current to the patient’s circuit “jump-
wise”, a few tenths of a second before beginning defi-
brillation of the heart, and instantaneous termination of
the current supply just after relieving the defibrillation
effect.

The known electronarcosis apparatus is applicable
for transitory anesthesia of the patient in electric heart
defibrillation.

Since the anesthetic effect is a transitory one and
current intensity regulation is rendered impossible in
the course of the process, the effective dose is set in the
known apparatus using a device for preoperational test-
ing of the apparatus, by adjusting the current in each of
the channels against an equivalent load prior to begin-
ning electronarcosis treatment.

To accomplish this, the outputs of the amplifiers are
changed, by the circuit commutator, to the equivalent
load and the current intensity required for a general
anesthesia of the patient is set by the current regulator.
Thereafter, current feed is terminated and the outputs of
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the apparatus are connected to electrodes appropriately
arranged on the patient’s head. The defibrillator elec-
trodes are placed on the patient’s breast and the defibril-
lator is prepared for operation. That is, the capacitor is
charged. The electronarcosis current feed is then insti-
tuted and the operator, after making sure that the cur-
rent intensity in the circuit of each channel corresponds
to preset values as against the pointer indicators, applies
the defibrillation effect to the patient without interrupt-
ing the application of electronarcosis. The electronar-
cosis effect is thereafter terminated.

However, since the resistance of the equivalent load
is not equal to the resistance offered by the patient’s
biological tissues across the electrodes, use of the preop-
erational testing device for presetting a required current
intensity against the equivaient load might result in the
differing of the actual intensity of the currents applied
to the patient from those preset against the equivalent
load.

Any excess of the preset intensity of currents applied
to the patient entails a danger of inflicting an electric
shock on the patient. The application of too low a cur-
rent entails a danger of defibrillation without anesthesia,
or with an inadequately deep anesthesia, which could
cause pain shock in the patient.

Only manual control over the anesthetic and defibril-
lation effects may be carried out by the operator while
applying defibrillation under anestliesia, utilizing the
known apparatus. The electronarcosis application time
before and after the defibrillation effect is therefore set
by the operator. This may create a source of error,
especially under strenuous conditions of rendering
prompt aid to a patient in critical condition. Thus, an
overshortened electroanesthesia application time, as
well as an erroneous sequence of application of defibril-
lation and electronarcosis, that is, defibrillation being
either preceded or followed by the application of elec-
tronarcosis, may aggravate the condition of the patient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The principal object of the invention is to provide
electronarcosis apparatus which produces a transitory
electronarcosis effect with great safety.

An object of the invention is to provide electronarco-
sis apparatus which produces an electronarcosis effect
of less than a few tenths of a second with great safety.

Another object of the invention is to provide electro-
narcosis apparatus which functions efficiently, effec-
tively, reliably and with great safety to the patient to
produce a transitory electronarcosis effect.

Still another object of the invention is to provide
electronarcosis apparatus which automatically main-
tains a sequence of application of an electronarcosis
effect and a defibrillator discharge to a patient under
treaiment in a manner whereby the effective time of
electronarcosis applied before and after delivery of a
defibrillation pulse is controlled automatically.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide
electronarcosis apparatus which interlocks the defibril-
lator operation in case of current deviation from a pre-
set value in either of the channels, thereby preveating
the possibility of application of a defibrillation effect to
a patient with an inadequate electronarcosis.

These-objects are accomplished by the electronarco-
sis apparatus of the invention, which comprises two
channels each having a sine wave oscillator, an ampli-
fier and a pair of electrodes, electrically connected in
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series. A pair of threshold circuits are provided. Each of
the threshold circuits has an input electrically con-
nected to the output of the amplifier of a corresponding
one of the channels and an output. A first coincidence
circuit has a pair of inputs each electrically connected
to the output of a corresponding one of the threshold
circuits, and an output. The output of the first coinci-
dence circuit is electrically connected to a first input of
a second coincidence circuit. The second coincidence
circuit has a second input to which signals are fed from
the output of a first time delay element. The output of
the first time delay element is also connected to the
input of a second time delay element. The output of the
second time delay element is electrically connected to
the control inputs of electronic keys electrically con-
nected in series in the channels.

The electronarcosis apparatus of the present inven-
tion is capable of automatically maintaining a strict
sequence of application of an electronarcosis effect and
a defibrillator discharge to a patient under treatment, in
such a manner that the effective time of electronarcosis
applied before and after delivery of a defibrillation pulse
is controlled automatically. The apparatus of the inven-
tion also provides for interlocking of the defibrillator
operation in case of current deviation from a preset
value in either of the channels, thereby preventing the
possibility of application of a defibrillation effect to a
patient with an inadequate electronarcosis.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
is had to the following description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing, in which the single
FIGURE is a block diagram of an embodiment of the
electronarcosis apparatus of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The electronarcosis apparatus of the invention com-
prises two channels I, II, each including a sine wave
oscillator 1, an amplifier 2 and a pair of electrodes 3,
electrically connected in series. In accordance with the
invention, a pair of threshold circuits 4 are provided.
Each of the threshold circuits 4 has an input electrically
connected to the output of the amplifier 2 of a corre-
sponding one of the channels I and II. The threshold
circuits 4 may consist, in particular, of electronic volt-
age comparators. Whenever necessary, appropriate
matching devices (not shown in the FIGURE) may be
electrically connected between the inputs of the thresh-
old circuits or voltage comparators 4 and the outputs of
the amplifiers 2. The matching elements and the thresh-
old circuits 4 must provide a signal appearing at the
outputs of said threshold circuits if the currents in the
circuits of the electrodes 3 correspond to preset values.

In the apparatus of the invention, the value of the
signal at the outputs of the sine wave oscillators 1 and
the gain factor of the amphﬁers 2 are chosen to insure in
the circuit of each pair of electrodes 3 a current value
necessary to achieve general anesthesia of the patient,
more particularly, 170 to 180 mA (cf. Resuscitation, 3,
1974, pp. 223-227, V. A. Negovsky et al, “Short-Term
Electronarcosis: A New Method Of General Anesthesia
For Defibrillation”). The threshold circuits 4 monitor
the current value in the circuit of each pair of electrodes
3 and produce a signal at the outputs thereof when the
current in the circuit of said electrodes corresponds to a
preset value. Such value is that at which general anes-
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thesia of the patient is attained and, consequently, defi-
brillation can be conducted. When the threshold cir-
cuits 4 consist of electronic voltage comparators, one of
the comparator inputs is coupled to the output of ampli-
fier 2 via respective matching devices. A reference
voltage, having a scale which corresponds to the preset
value of the current in the circuit of the electrodes 3, is
applied to the second input of the comparator from a
respective source.

The outputs of the threshold circuits 4 are electrically
connected to respective inputs of a first coincidence
circuit 5. The output of the first coincidence circuit 5 is
electrically connected to a first input of a second coinci-
dence circuit 6. The coincidence circuit 7 is connected
to the start button 10. The second input of the second
coincidence circuit 6 is electrically connected to the
output of a first time delay element 7. The delay time
established by the first time delay element 7 corre-
sponds to the time of application of electronarcosis
before the delivery of a defibrillation pulse. Matching of
the inputs of the second coincidence circuit 6 with the
outputs of the first coincidence circuit 5 and the first
time delay element 7 must insure the appearance of a
signal at the output of said second coincidence circuit if
there is a signal at the output of said first coincidence
circuit, as well as signal corresponding to the end of the
time interval defined by said first time delay element.

A signal from the output of the second coincidence
circuit 6 may be used for defibrillator synchronization.
More particularly, use may be made of the defibrillator
input adapted for synchronizing the defibrillation effect
with the bioelectric signal of the patient’s heart. If nec-
essary, additional matching devices may be electrically
connected between the output of the second coinci-
dence circuit 6 and the synchronizing input of the defib-
rillator (not shown) in the FIGURE), corresponding to
the type of defibrillator used.

The output of the first time delay element 7 is also
electrically connected to the input of a second time
delay element 8. The output of the second time delay
element 8 is electrically connected to the control inputs
of the electronic keys 9 of the channels I and II. The
second time delay element 8 provides a time interval
corresponding to the duration of the time of application
of the electronarcosis, following the delivery of the
defibrillation pulse. The control inputs of the electronic
keys 9 are matched with the output of the second time
delay element 8 in such a manner that a signal appearing
at said output and corresponding to the end of the time
delay interval, should open said keys.

The electronarcosis apparatus of the present inven-
tion operates as follows. The output of the second coin-
cidence circuit 6 must be connected to the defibrillator
synchronization input. The two pairs of electrodes 3 are
placed on the patient’s head (not shown in the FIG-
URE) The electronarcosis current regulator is set to a
position corresponding to a required current intensity,
with the result that the defibrillator is charged to an
appropriate level and is changed for synchronized oper-
ation. The defibrillator electrodes are arranged in an
appropriate manner on the thoracic cage of the patient.
The operator must then push the defibrillator start but-
ton, whereby the defibrillator will operate in response
to a corresponding signal arriving at its synchronizing
input. The operator must then push the start button 10
of the electronarcosis apparatus in order to open the
electronic keys 9 and trigger the first time delay element
7. A sine wave voltage from the output of the oscillator
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1 then passes along both of the channels I and II to be
applied to the amplifiers 2 via the electronic keys 9,
whereby currents start flowing in the circuit of the two
pairs of electrodes 3. These currents, while acting upon
the inputs of the threshold circuits 4, cause said thresh-
old circuits to operate provided the current in the corre-
sponding channel I or II is of a preset value. Should
such be the case, signals appear at the outputs of both
threshold circuits 4. If signals are applied to both inputs
of the first coincidence circuit 5, a signal appears at its
output. Such signal is then applied to the first input of
the second coincidence circuit 6. Thus, such a signal

- may appear if the currents in the circuits of both pairs of
electrodes 3 have preset values.

A signal from the first time delay element 7 is deliv-
ered to the second input of the second coincidence
circuit 6. The first time delay element 7 defines a time
interval corresponding to the effective application time
of electronarcosis from the instant of pushing the start
button 10 to the delivery of a defibrillation pulse. Upon
the lapse of this time interval, the defibrillator may be
discharged, provided that the currents in the circuits of
both pairs of electrodes 3 of both channels I and 11
correspond to preset values. This occurs in response to
signals arriving at both inputs of the second coincidence
circuit 6; one from the first coincidence circuit 5 and the
other from the first time delay element 7. If such is the
case, a signal appears at the output of the second coinci-
dence circuit 6. The signal is then delivered to the defib-
rillator synchronizing input to actuate the defibrillator,
whereby a defibrillation pulse is applied to the patient’s
thoracic cage.

The signal from the output of the first time delay
element 7 is aiso fed to the input of the second time
delay element 8, which defines a time interval corre-
sponding to the duration of the defibrillation pulse and
the effective time of electronarcosis from the delivery
of the defibrillation pulse to the end of the treatment
procedure. Upon the lapse of such period of time a
signal from the output of the second time, delay element
8 is fed to the control inputs of the electronic keys 9 to
open said keys. This opens the supply circuits of the sine
wave voltage from the oscillators 1 to the inputs of the
amplifiers 2, and the circuits of the electrodes 3 of both
channels 1 and II are deenergized. If it is necessary to
repeat the electrical defibrillation with short-term elec-
tronarcosis, the defibrillator must again be prepared for
operation and the electronarcosis apparatus must again
be started. That is, the keys 9 must be closed and the
first time delay element 7 must be triggered.

Whenever the current in either of the electronarcosis
channels I and II is found to have deviated from a preset
value for a period of time, defined by the time delay
element 7, no signal will appear at the output of the
respective threshold circuit 4 nor will any signal appear
at the output of the first coincidence circuit 5. In such a
case, a signal appearing at the second input of the sec-
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ond coincidence circuit 6 from the first time delay ele-
ment 7 will not actuate the defibrillator. This prevents
the possibility of the application of a defibrillation pulse
to the patient if any of the electrodes 3 is out of order.

The invention is by no means restricted to the afore-
mentioned details which are described only as-exam-
ples; they may vary within the framework of the inven-
tion, as defined in the following claims.

It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above,
among those made apparent from the preceding de-
scription, are efficiently attained and, since certain
changes may be made in the above constructions with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention,
it is intended that all matter contained in the above
description or shown in the accompanying drawings
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims
are intended to cover all of the generic and specific
features of the invention herein described, and all state-
ments of the scope of the invention which, as a matter of
language, might be said to fall therebetween.

What is claimed is:

1. Electronarcosis apparatus, comprising

first and second channels each having a sine wave
oscillator having an output, an elecironic key elec-
trically connected to the output of said oscillator
and having a control input and an output, an ampli-
fier electrically connected to the output of said key
and having an output, and a pair of electrodes elec-
trically connected to the output of said amplifier;

a first threshold circuit having an input electrically
connected to the output of the amplifier of said first
channel and an output;

a second threshold circuit having an input electrically
connected to the output of the amplifier of said
second channel and an output;

a first coincidence circuit having a first input electri-
cally connected to the output of said first threshold
circuit, a second input electrically connected to the
output of said second threshold circuit and an out-
put;

a second coincidence circuit having a first input elec-
trically connected to the output of said first coinci-
dence circuit, a second input and an output;

a first time delay element having an output electri-
cally connected to the second input of said second
coincidence circuit; and

a second time delay element having an input electri-
cally connected to the output of said first time
delay element and an output electrically connected
to the control inputs of said electronic keys, said
second coincidence circuit providing at its output
an output signal for triggering defibrillator syn-

chronization.
* * * * *



