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Law abiding citizens have long searched for an effective non-lethal weapon.

S “tear” gas or OC “pepper” spray
Care common choices, bul have

significant drawbacks, including
a lack of effectiveness on some individ-
uals, and the possibility of “spray back”
on the user, depending on which way
the wind is blowing. Hand held elec-
tric “stun guns” have also been popu-
lar devices, but require sustained close
physical contact o apply the electrical
charge. For quile some time the most
effective non-lethal weapon has been
the Taser—an electrical stun gun capa-
ble of operating over a distance, and de-
livering multiple charges to the target.
Such weapons were almost exclusively
used by law enforcement agencies until
Taser International introduced its civil-

ian model-—the Taser C2.

The C2 operates in largely the same
manner as the law enforcement mod-
els that everyone has seen on 'I'V. When
fired, the C2 propels twin electrical
probe darts up to 15 feet. The probes
are propelled by a high pressure com-
pressed nitregen charge. When these
probes immbed in a human target, a cir-
cuit is completed, and allows the unit to
deliver a pulsing electrical current to the
body. The Taser charge results in neuro
muscular incapacilation—temporarily
impairing muscle control. Unlike other
non-lethal weapons that rely on pain to
coerce compliance, the Taser actually
works directly to incapacitate the neuro
muscular system.

The Tuser C2 looks amazingly like a
futuristic stun gun. The appearance is
more akin to an electric razor than a
gun or other recognizable weapon. The
shape, however, is very ergonomic and
fits the hand well. The contrals are very
simple—just a single button with a slid-
ing cover. Sliding open the button cover
arms the unit, and makes it ready for
use, It also activates a small, white IT:D
lighttohelp identify the targer, and ared
laser sighting device (if so equipped). A
small, green LED indicates the Taser is
ready to fire. A simple press of the (rig-
ger button fires the Taser, deploying the
barbed probes. 1[ you decide not 1o fire,
simply closing the burton cover returns
the C2 to a sale condition.
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Unlike the law enforcement units,
the C2 is nol designed to deliver short
bursts of clectrical charges. High volt-
ages are utilized in the initial charge
followed by a lower, steady charge to in-
duce the full neure muscutar effect over
a full thirty seconds. The C2 is designed
1o deliver a full thirty second cycle to
the target. Taser suggests that once vou
have a hit, you drop the unit and use the
time to escape while the attacker is in-
capacitated. In fact, Taser is so adamant
about this ractic, they will replace vour
Taser C2 for [ree il you lose it as a resuit.

‘The 'l'aser is a single shot device, but
can be retoaded with 4 new cartridge.
Extra cartridges are available for the C2
and can be swapped out pretty quickly.
The lithium battery pack is also replace-
able—bur is good for about fifty firing
cycles.

1o some, civilian availability of the
Taser technology is controversial. Taser
[nternational, however, appears to
have taken this responsibility very se-
riously. While you can purchase a C2
from various sources, the unit cannot
be activated or used by the consumer
without completing a criminal back-
ground check. After purchase, the user
must obtain an activation code for the
C2, which can be done by phone or
online. The process is simple, but so-
phisticated, You are required to answer
questions aboul yoursell obtained from
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public records—to ensure you are who
you say you are. There is a $9.95 fee re-
quired to obtain the activation code.

As a further deterrent to unlawful
use, each Taser cartridge employs an
Anti-Telon 1D System. When the Taser is
fired, it disburses a lurge number of se-
rialized and bar coded confetti-like 1D
tags to allow authorities to identify the
particular C2 unit used.

The C2 is small, measuring only six
inches in length and weighing seven
ounces. The unir is casily carried on a
belt or in a purse. Pocket carry would
be possible. but is not recommend-
ed by the manufacturer. There arc a
few Dbelt holsters available from Taser
International, and | am surc we will see
more as the C2 gains populariry.

Please keep in mind thar while the
Taser is a non-lethal weapon, it is still a
dangerous weapon. While some main-
tain the Taser’s electrical charge can be
dangerous to certain individuals, there
does noi appear to be significant evi-
dence of such danger. [Towever, a target
can easily be injured in a fall following
the neurc muscular incapacitation.
Also realize that the electrical probes
are barbed like & fishing hook. Minor
skin injuries are common, and a probe
impact on the face or eves could inflict
serious injury. You should always treat
the C2 with the same care and safety
practices as a handgun. Tasers are se-

rious weapons. Using a Taser without

adequale provocation could bring
criminal charges. tlowever, when used
responsibly, Tasers are Jegal for open or
concealed carry in 43 states. You should
check the law in vour jurisdiction be-
fore purchasing a C2.

The C2 comes in two configurations:
with, and without an integrated laser
aiming device. Retail is 3350 and $300,
respeciively. Without a doubt the C2 is
pricey, bur the Taser technology does
not come cheap. You can read much
more about the C2 and Taser technol-
ogy at www.taser.com. B

[ Duane A. Daiker is a coniributing edi-
for for CCM, butr is orherwise a regular
guy—nol much differert from  you.
Duane has been a lifelong shooter and
goes about his life as an armed, respon-
sible, and somewhat opinionated citi-
zen. Duane can be contacted at Daiker@
RealWorldCarryGear.con. |
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