Overview

This document is written in response to information, available on the internet, which describes the situation of one 'Janet Cresswell'. 

Purpose

The purpose of the points raised and the results of the inquiry recommended may clarify the situation of any individual with the same identity.

Definitions surrounding an Identity

The words comprising a name constitute an identity in any country:

e.g. 'Janet Cresswell'

An identity in any country may be assumed by a document of identity:

e.g. birth certificate, adoption certificate, marriage certificate, change of name certificate, driver's license, pilot's licence, credit card, and passport.

A document of identity in any country may be stored as a digital computer record:

e.g. birth certificate, adoption certificate, marriage certificate, change of name certificate, driver's licence, pilot's licence, credit card, and passport.

A document of identity in any country may exist in a physical form as a document, card etc:

e.g. birth certificate, adoption certificate, marriage certificate, change of name certificate, driver's licence, pilot's licence, credit card, and passport.

A document of identity in any country may be created by differing agencies:

e.g. government agencies, banks, embassies, foreign agencies, law enforcement agencies; individuals, national and international security organisations.

A document of identity in any country may be used by differing individuals:

e.g. government agencies, banks, embassies, foreign agencies, law enforcement agencies; individuals, national and international security organisations.

A document of identity recorded by the Home Office, under National Security may be assumed by employees of agencies under National Security.

Searching for an Identity

An individual may be identified on the internet by a variety of searches:

e.g. general search on identity, White Pages, Yellow Pages, address mapping, telephone mapping, driver's licence, court records, criminal records, births deaths and marriages, genealogical records.

All these searches will result in an identity being associated with particular data types.

It is not permissible to check an identity held under the Mental Health Act or under the National Security Act.

Potential Use of an Identity

Since this individual information is accessible internationally, it may be assumed that a national or international security agency would not choose to select an identity for its employee's from accessible web sites as that identity could be checked.

An individual confined under the above Acts would not be in need of a new or renewed identity document e.g. passport, driver's licence.

Individuals employed by national or international security agencies are trained and permitted to perform acts which, if enacted by a private individual, may be deemed unlawful or criminal.

If an individual's identity had been used in this manner it would be convenient to confine that individual in an institution for an indefinite period of time.

It may be alleged that the identity 'Janet Cresswell' has been used by a national or international security agency in this manner.

Recorded Data

The records for the identity 'Janet Cresswell' commenced in the 1970's.

The records were digitised at a later date.

The records have been digitally stored for many years in many locations.

The records have been accessed, queried, altered, reported many times.

Computer records are maintained, amended, appended, added to, changed, modified, deleted, backed up, updated, merged, shared, linked, flagged, copied etc. over an extended period of time.

The records are recorded on databases, which are linked, copied, updated, accessed by national and international security agencies, law enforcement agencies and immigration and customs agencies throughout the world.

These databases are not accessible to the individual with the identity under National Security, use of the Freedom of Information Act does not permit access nor does legal process.

Recommendation

It is recommended that an inquiry into the use of the identity 'Janet Cresswell' be carried out and that all national and international 'secure' databases be queried for any record and any data associated with the identity 'Janet Cresswell'.

The investigation should be carried out initially with particular regard to those law enforcement agencies and national and international security agencies associated with the Great Britain via agreement with Commonwealth countries.
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