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Like Mar t in  Luther , J ohannes Buxtorf was a  renowned exper t  on
J uda ism and the life of the J ews who were h is contempora r ies. Buxtor f
wrote (margin notes appear  here in  {braces}—facsimiles of the or igina l
work follow the t ranscr ipt ion):

CHAP. XXXVI.

T ouching the J ews Messias who is yet for to com e.

T
Hat  a  Messias was promised unto the J ews, they a ll with  one
mouth  acknowledge; hereupon pet it ion ing in  t heir  da ily
prayers tha t  he would come quickly; before the houreglass of
their  life be run  out . The only scruple is of the t ime when, and
the sta t e in  which  he sha ll appear .

They genera lly beleeve, tha t  th is their  fu ture Messias sha ll be a
simple man, yet  never theless fa r  exceeding the whole genera t ion  of
mor t a ls in  a ll kinde of ver tues: who sha ll marry a  wife and beget
ch ildren , to sit  upon the throne of h is kingdom after  h im. When therefore
the Scr ipture ment ioneth  a  twofold Messias, the one pla in , poor , and
meek, subject  to the st roke of dea th : the other  illust r ious, power fu l,
h ighly advanced and exa lted: the J ews forge unto themselves two of the
same sor t , one which they ca ll by the name of Messias the son  of J oseph
tha t  poor  and simple one, yet  an  exper ienced and va lian t  leader  for  the
war r s; Another  whom they en t it le Messias the son  of David tha t  t rue
Messias who is to be king of Israel, and to ru le over  them in  their  own
land. About  whose coming they a re among themselves a ltoget her
disagreeing.

Those ancien t  J ews who lived before Chr ist s incarna t ion , did not
much miss the marke, when Elias sa id tha t  the wor ld should cont inue six
thousand years, whereof two thousand were to be void and without  force,
tha t  is, without  the law of God, the other  two thousand under  the law:
and the la st  under  the Messias.

Their  hope was therefore th is, tha t  foure thousand years a fter  the
wor lds crea t ion  fu lly expired, their  Messias should come in  the flesh : in
which  their  er rour  was small or  none a t  a ll; for  a ccording to the vulga r
account  of us Chr ist ians, Chr ist  the t rue Messias was borne in  the 3963.
yea r  of t he wor ld, bu t  according to the J ews computa t ion  in  the yea r
3761, we and they differ ing 202 years. And now because Chr ist  came not
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unto them in  grea t  power , a  king of glor ious sta te (such  a s were David
and S olom on ) to deliver  them from the tyranny of tha t  usurping Herod ,
and Roman cruelty, neither  with  a  rod of iron  to break in  pieces and
dest roy their  enemies: bu t  on ly began  h is kingdom over  them with  the
spir itua l scepter  of h is doct r ine, even  for  th is very cause they would not
receive h im for  the t rue Messias, though some few did acknowledge and
embrace h im, and a t  tha t  t ime the most  ancient  and approved men
amongst  them did expect  h is coming: {Luk. 2.25.} thus we finde a  S im eon
wait ing for  the consola t ion  of Israel, {Ib. v. 38.} and Anna t ha t  old
Prophetess speaking of h im to a ll tha t  hoped for  deliverance in
J erusa lem. The very same tha t  the Apost le Paul witnesseth  in  h is Epist le
to the R om ans, {Rom. 11.5.} tha t  though the J ews were most  ingra tefu l,
yet is there a rem nant of them  according to the election  of grace. Yea , when
a ll kingly power , sacerdota l honour  and dignity was taken  from them, the
city J erusa lem made a  ru inous heap, and their  beauty the temple turned
in to ashes, every one now begins to suspect  the t ime of the coming of the
Messias to be past . Hence it  was tha t  in  the 52. yea rs a fter  the
dest ruct ion  of the Temple, a  cer ta in  proud and haughty J ew boast ing tha t
he was the t rue Messias, fea red not  to a ffirme h imself the same of whom
Balaam  prophesied in  these words:{Num. 24.17, 18.} I shall see h im , bu t
not now , I shall behold  h im , bu t not n igh: there shall com e a star out of
J acob, and  a S cepter shall rise out of Israel, and  he shall sm ite the corners
of Moab, and  destroy all the ch ildren  of S heth . And Edom  shall be a
possession , S eir also shall be a possession  for h is enem ies, and  Israel shall
do valian tly. Others understood th is prophesie of the then  newly begun
kingdom of the Chr ist ians. Bu t  the J ews even  a t  th is day determine their
Messias a s yet  to come, and to fu lfil those th ings which Balaam  foretold,
according to their  substance. Tha t  the sa id J ew should procla im h imself
the Messias, was most  gra tefu l un to them: who presen t ly in  t heir  own
conceit s can  nour ish  hopes, tha t  they should become the conquerours of
the Romans, who a  lit t le before ha d dest royed their  City and Temple.
This Seducer  following the let t er  of the prophesie, names h imself, Ben
Chocab, which is by in terpreta t ion , the son  of a  Sta r . His chief follower ,
who a t  the very fir st  clave unto h im, was R abbi Ak ibha, a  man of grea t
lea rn ing, who had under  h is tu it ion  twenty four  thousand Schola rs,
procla iming h im to be Malka Meschiccha, Chr ist  the King. By th is means
much people went  a fter  h im; insomuch, tha t  he chused unto h imself the
City Bittera for  the sea t  of h is kingdom. But  when  tha t  Adrian  t he Roman
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Emperour , had a fter  a  siege of th ree years and an  ha lf t aken and killed
th is their  Messias, and together  with  th is beaut ifu l Sta r  had miserably
slaughtered m ore t hen four  hundred thousand J ews, then the remnant
of so grea t  a  massacre perceiving themselves led ast ray by th is their  Sta r ,
tu rn  Anabapt ist s, and ca ll h im from tha t  day to th is Barcozabh , t ha t  is,
the son  of a  lye, a  lying and basta rdly Messias. Yet  never thelesse, many
since have lived who would be repu ted for  the Messias, a s you  may read
in  a  book ca lled S chebhet J ehudah*. {S chebet J ehudah , the t r ibe of
J udah . A h istor ica l book of the many a fflict ions, mar tyrdoms of the Iews,
as a lso of their  disputes with  the Chr ist ians in  S pain , and Italy. It  was
pr in ted a t  Crncovia in  Germany. An. d.1591.}

The issue of a ll is th is; tha t  the J ews convicted in  their  own
consciences, will they, n ill they, [willy n illy] a re forced to confesse tha t
the t ime in  which  the Messias was to come, is a lready past .

When therefore they had despised and rejected Chr ist  the t rue
Messias, and no other  appeared, they fa lsified the above ment ioned
t radit ion  of Elias (which was tha t  the Messias should come about  the four
thousandth  yea r  of the world) by annexing unto it  th is Comment ; tha t  the
t ime was prolonged for  their  offences. Bu t  when a t  length  no reason  could
be pretended of th is long delay, neither  could they define the t ime of h is
coming: t heir  onely evasion  is, t o smit e with  this curse the head of h im
tha t  should determine a  cer t a in  season  for  h is coming, T ippach ruchan
atzm an schel m echasschebhe Kitzin*, {Sanhedr in  c.I I .p.97.} Which  is, Let
their soul and  body burst with  a swolling R upture, who perem ptorily set
down the tim e; tha t  t ime (I say) in  which the Messias is expressly for  to
come. Yet  th is not  a t  a ll pondered, and noth ing set  by, many of them
moved by the prophesies of the men of God concern ing the coming of the
Messias, have in  their  souls and consciences confessed, t ha t  the t ime of
h is coming was a lready past ; and therefore in  their  wr it ings they
acknowledge tha t  he is born  indeed; bu t  for  their  sins and impenitent  life,
not  a s yet  revea led. And a t  th is instan t  a ll the J ews dwelling amongst  us
are of the same opin ion . Hereupon R abbi S olom on J arch i sa ith , t ha t
according to their  ancestors, the Messias was born  in  tha t  day in  which
Ierusa lem was la st  of a ll dest royed, bu t  where he ha th  so long been  h id,
to be uncer ta in . Some of them th ink tha t  he lies in  Paradise, bound to the
womans ha ir , grounding upon these words in  the Song of S olom on: {Cant .
7.5.} T hy head upon thee is like Carm el, and  the hair of thy head  like
purple, the King is bound in  the Galleries. By King understanding the
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Messias, and by Ga ller ies, pa radise. R abbi S olom on  follows th is
exposit ion  of these ancient  Rabbines. The T alm udists wr ite, {Sanhedr in
c.I I . p. 98.} tha t  he lies in  R om e under  a  ga te among sick folks and Lepers,
perswaded by the words of Esay [Isa iah], who sa ith , {Esay 53.3.} tha t  he
is one despised  and  rejected  of m en, a m an of sorrows, and  acquain ted
with  grief. Others forge other  lies and ta les.

Well, let  a ll these th ings fa ll ou t  according to their  own desire; yet
they st ill believe he is to come. {The miracles before Chr ist s coming.}
First  then  before h is coming sha ll happen  ten  notable miracles, by which
every one sha ll be admonished and incited to an  accura te prepara t ion  for
h is coming, and a lso be warned to conceive tha t  he sha ll not  come so poor
and pr iva tely as Chr ist  came. These ten  miracles I mean  here to presen t
in  the same words tha t  the Rabbines have commended them to poster ity,
in  a  lit t le book ca lled Abkas R ochel. {Abkas rochel pu lvis arom atarius, the
author  R im char a  lit t le book in  octavo it  ha th  3 par t s, the fir st  of the
miracles, before the coming of the Messias, two of the sou le, and the st a te
of it  a fter  th is life. The th ird of Moses h is t radit ion  a bou t  Mount  Sina i,
mans crea t ion , &c. It  was pr in ted a t  Venice anno Dom . 1597.}

The fir st  miracle, God sha ll st ir r  up and produce three kings, who
proving t ra itors to their  own fa ith , sha ll a lso turn  Aposta tes: so living
before men as though they served the t rue God: yet  in  very deed
pract ising noth ing less; sedu cing silly souls, and a fter  such  a  manner
torment ing their  consciences, tha t  they may abjure God and their  own
fa ith , even  so tha t  ma ny of the sinners of Israel sha ll u t ter ly despa ir  of
redempt ion , being ready to deny God, and forsa ke h is fea r . Concern ing
these th ings Isaiah  speaketh , c. 59. 14,15. J udgm ent is turned  away
backward , and  justice standeth  afar off; for tru th  is fallen  in  the street,
and  equity cannot en ter, yea tru th  faileth . What? All they why sha ll love
the t ru th  sha ll flee in  t roops, and flying h ide themselves in  the caves and
holes of the ea r th , and sha ll be massacred by the grea t , and mighty, and
tyrannica l persecutors. At  tha t  t ime sha ll be no king in  Israel, a s it  is
wr it t en . {Hos. 3.4.} T he ch ildren  of Israel shall abide m any dayes without
a King, and  without a Prince, and  without a sacrifice, and  w ithout an
Im age, and  without an  Ephod, and  without a T eraphin: There sha ll not
be any more R osch  Ieschibhah  (b) {J ascbhah . [***] a  Synagogue from [***]
to sit  or  rest .} tha t  is hea d of the Synagogue, no fa ithfu l t eachers who
ma y feed the people with  the word of God, no mercifu l and holy, no
famous and eminent  persons sha ll remain . The heaven  sha ll be shut  up
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and food sha ll fa il; these three kings sha ll enact  laws so many, so
burdensome, and so tyrannica l, pronounce such heavie judgments upon
men, tha t  bu t  a  very few sha ll be left , because they had ra ther  die, then
living deny their  maker . Yet  these three kings by Gods ordinance and
disposit ion  sha ll on ly reign  three moneths.

In  the t ime of t heir  reign , they sha ll double the ordina ry t r ibu te,
so tha t  who formerly pa ied only eight  pieces only eight  pieces, sha ll then
pa y eighty, he who formerly pa ied t en , sha ll then be forced to give an
hundred. He tha t  ha th  noth ing a t  a ll to give, sha ll be punished with  the
loss of h is head: yea  a lso, t he longer  they sha ll reign , the grea ter  and
heavier  will the burdens be which they sha ll impose upon the children  of
Israel. There sha ll a lso come cer ta in  men from the ends of the ea r th , so
black and abominable, t ha t  if any man look upon them he will die
through fea r . Every one of them sha ll have two heads, and eight  eyes,
shin ing like a  flame of fire. They sha ll run  as n imbly a nd swift ly as an
har t . Then sha ll Israel cry out , woe unto us, woe unto us, the fr igh ted
lit t le ones cry a lass a lass, dea r  fa ther  wha t  sha ll we doe? then  sha ll the
fa ther  answer , the deliverance of Israel is now a t  hand, and even  a t  t he
door .

{The second miracle.} The second miracle, God sha ll make the sun
to exceed in  hea t , tha t  many burn ing feavers, plagues, and other  diseases
sha ll be sca t tered abroad upon the ea r th , by reason  of which , a  thousand
thousand of the Gen t iles and people of the wor ld sha ll die da ily.
Hereupon, the Gent iles a t  length  weeping, sha ll bit t er ly cry out , woe and
a lass whither  sha ll we turn  our  selves? where sha ll we hide us? Thus
with  expedit ion  they sha ll goe and dig their  own graves, wish  for  dea th ,
and oppressed with  t h irst  and gr ief, h ide themselves in  the Caves and
Dens of the Ear th . But  th is grea t  hea t  sha ll be as physick and a
refresh ing to them tha t  a re just  and good in  Israel, a s it  is wr it t en , {Mal.
4.2.} unto you  that fear m y nam e shall the sun  of righ teousness arise with
healing in  h is wings, and  ye shall go forth  and  grow up as calves of the
stall; by th is sun  of r igh teousness understanding tha t  in  t he hea vens.
{Num. 24.23.} Balaam  (say they) a lso prophesied of th is; saying, alass
who shall live when the Lord hath  brought it to pass.

{The th ird miracle.} The th ird miracle, God sha ll ma ke a  dew of
blood to fa ll upon  the ea r th : which  a ll Christ ians and people of the ea r th
th inking to be wa tery and most  deligh t fu l, sha ll t ake and dr ink, and
dr inking die. The Reproba te a lso in  Israel who despa ired of redempt ion ,
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sha ll a lso die by dr inking of it , bu t  it  sha ll not  be hur t fu l to them who a re
just  among the Iews, who in  t rue fa ith  firmly cleaving unto God, do
persevere in  the same, a s it  is wr it t en . {Dan. 12.3.} T hey that be just shall
sh ine as the brightness of the firm am ent, and  they that turne m any to
righteousness, as the stars for ever and  ever: aga in , the whole wor ld for
three dayes space sha ll be fu ll of blood; according to tha t  which  is wr it t en :
{J oel 2.30.} I w ill give signes in  heaven and  in  earth , blood  and  fire and
pillars of sm oke.

{The four th  miracle.} The four th  miracle, God sha ll send a
wholsome dew upon the ea r th . They sha ll dr ink of th is who a re
indifferen t  honest : It  sha ll serve as a  sa lve to them who were made sick
by dr inking of the former , a s it  is wr it t en . {Hos. 14.5.} I will be as a dew
to Israel, he shall grow as the lillie, and  cast forth  h is root as Lebanon.

{The fifth  miracle.} The fifth  miracle. God sha ll tu rn  the sune in to
so th ick a  darkness, tha t  it  sha ll not  sh ine for  the space of th ir ty dayes,
as it  is wr it t en , T he sun  shall be turned  in to darkness, and  the m oon in to
blood, before the great and  terrible day of the Lord  com e. At  the end of
th ir ty dayes God sha ll restore it s ligh t ; a s it  is wr it t en , {Es. 24.22.} T hey
shall be gathered as prisoners are gathered in  the pit, and  shall be shut up
in  prison , and after m any dayes they shall be visited . The Chr ist ians being
sore a fra id to see these th ings, they sha ll be confounded with  shame, and
acknowledg tha t  a ll these th ings come to pass for  Israels sake: yea , many
of them sha ll embrace t he J ewish  religion: a s it  is wr it t en , {J on . 2.8.}
T hey that observe lying vanities forsake their own m ercy.

{The sixth  mir a cle.} The sixth  miracle, God sha ll permit  the
kingdom of Edom  (to whit  tha t  of the Romans) to bear  ru le over  the whole
wor ld. One of whose Emperours sha ll reign over  the whole ea r th  n ine
moneths, who sha ll br ing many grea t  kingdoms to desola t ion , whose
anger  sha ll flame towards the people of Israel, exact ing a  grea t  t r ibu te
from them, and so br inging them in to much misery and ca lamity. Then
sha ll Israel a fter  a  st range manner  be brought  low and per ish , neither
sha ll they have any helper : of th is t ime Esay prophesied, {Esa . 59.16.}
And he saw that there was no m an, and wondered  that there was no
in tercessor: therefore h is arm  brought salvation  unto h im . After  the
expira t ion  of these n ine moneths, God sha ll send the Messias son  of
J oseph , who sha ll come of the stock of J oseph , whose name sha ll be
N ehem iah , t he son  of Husiel. He sha ll come with  the stem of Ephra im,
Benjam in  and Manasses; and with  one par t  of the sons of Gad . As soon  as
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the Israelites sha ll hea r  of it , they sha ll ga ther  un to h im out  of every City
and na t ion , a s it  is wr it t en : {J er . 3.14.} T urn  ye backslid ing ch ildren  saith
the Lord , for I will reign  over you , I will take you  one of a City, and  two of
a tribe, and  bring you  to S ion .

Then sha ll Messias the son  of J oseph , make grea t  war  aga inst  the
king of Edom , or  the Pope of R om e, and being conqueror  sha ll kill a  grea t
pa r t  of h is a rmy, and a lso cu t  the throa t  of the king of Edom , ma ke
desola te the Roma n  Monarchie, br ing back some of the holy vessels to
J erusa lem, which  a re t reasured up in  the house of Ælianus. Moreover  the
king of Egypt  sha ll en ter  in to league with  Israel, a nd sha ll kill a ll the
men inhabit ing about  J erusa lem, Damascus, and Asca lon: which  th ing
once noised over  the whole ear th , a  hor r id dread and astonishment  sha ll
overwhelm the inhabitan t s thereof.

{The Seventh  miracle.} The seventh  miracle. They say tha t  a t  R om e
there is a  cer ta in  piece of marble, in  shape resembling a  Virgin , so framed
and fash ioned, not  by mans workmanship, bu t  by the Lords hand. To th is
Image sha ll a ll the wicked livers in  the wor ld ga ther  themselves, and
burning in  lust  towards it , sha ll commit  incest  with  it . Hereupon, in  the
same marble will the Lord forme an  infan t , which  by a  cer ta in  rupture
sha ll issue out  of it . This in fan t  sha ll be ca lled Arm illus Harascha,
Arm illus the wicked, and sha ll be the same which  the Chr ist ians ca ll
Ant ichr ist . His length  and bredth  sha ll be tenn  els, the space betwixt  h is
eyes and the pa lm  cross wise. His hollow eyes red, h is ha ir  yellow like
gold, the soles of h is feet  green; and to make h is deformity complea t , he
sha ll have two heads. He coming to the wicked king of Rome, sha ll a ffirm
himself to be the Messias and god of t he Romans, to whom they ea sily
give credit : and make h im king over  them. All the sons of Esau  sha ll love
and st ick fast  un to h im. He sha ll br ing under  h is yoak the whole Roman
Monarchie, and to a ll Esaus ofspr ing glorying in  the name of Chr ist ian ,
he sha ll say, br ing me the la w which  I gave unto you . Which  they sha ll
present ly deliver , together  with  their  book of Common-prayer , which he
sha ll receive a s t rue and legit ima te, acknowledging tha t  he gave tha t  law
and book unto them, desir ing tha t  they will beleeve in  h im.

These th ings once fin ished, he sh a ll send his Embassadors to
J erusa lem to N ehem iah  the son  of Husiel, and to a ll the Congrega t ion  of
Israel; with  th is manda te to br ing their  law unto h im: and confess h im to
be God: At  the repor t  of t h is, fea r  and wonder  assault  their  souls: and
N ehem ias accompanied with  three hundred thousand volunt iers of the
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t r ibe  of Ephraim , ca r rying a lso the book of the law with  h im, sha ll come
unto Arm illus, and out  of it  read h im th is sen tence, {Exod. 20.} I am  the
Lord thy God, thou  shalt have none other Gods before m e. To whom
Arm illu s making answer , sha ll deny any such  sen tence to be extan t  in
their  law, and tha t  t herefore they ought  to acknowledg h im for  a  God,
following the example of the Chr ist ians, and other  people of the ear th .
Then  sha ll N ehem iah  the son  of Husiel in  tha t  instan t  command h is
followers to binde Arm illus, and en ter ing the field with  th ir ty thousand
armed Nobles, sha ll pu t  to the sword two hundred thousand of h is
assistan ts. For  th is cause Arm illus grea t ly enraged, sha ll ga ther  together
a ll h is forces in  a  deep va lley to figh t  aga inst  Israel, and to dest roy no
small number  of J acobs poster ity. There sha ll Messias the son  of J oseph
brea th  h is la st , whom the holy Angels sha ll t ake, h ide, and casket  up
with  other  Pa t r ia rks of the wor ld. The Israelites sha ll be st ruck with  such
astonishment , their  hear t s sha ll fleet  like water ; bu t  Arm illus h imself
sha ll not  know of the dea th  of their  Messias, who otherwise would not
leave one of them a live.

Then  sha ll a ll the Na t ions of ea r th  banish  the J ews ou t  of their
dominions, no way permit t ing them any longer  to be their  co-inhabitan ts.
Moreover , such  t rouble and dist resse sha ll a t  tha t  t ime perplex the J ews,
as ha th  not  been  from the beginning of the wor ld.

{The coming of Michael.} Then  sha ll Michael come and fan  away
the wicked in  Israel, a s it  is wr it t en ; {Dan. 12.1.} At that tim e shall
Michael stand  up, the great Prince, which  standeth  for the ch ildren  of thy
people, and  there shall be a tim e of trouble, such  as never was since there
was a nation  even  to that sam e tim e. Then  the remnant  sha ll flee in to the
wildernesse, where God sha ll t ry and purge them a fter  the same manner
tha t  silver  and gold is t r ied in  the Furnace. For  the Lord sa ith , {Exek.
20.38.} I w ill purge out from  am ong you  the R ebels, and  them  that
transgresse against m e. And aga in , {Dan. 12.10.} Many shall be purified ,
m ade white, and  tryed; but the wicked shall do wickedly, and  none of the
wicked  shall understand: but the wise shall understand . Then  sha ll the
whole remainder  of Isra el be in  the wildernesse for  for ty five days, the
chief of their  fa re being grasse, leaves, and herbs; and tha t  Scr ipture
sha ll be fu lfilled in  their  ea rs, {Hos. 2.14.} I will allure her, and  bring her
in to the wildernesse, and  speak  com fortably unto her. The t ru th  of th is
appears ou t  of tha t  of the Prophet , From  the tim e that the daily sacrifice
shall be taken away, and  the abom ination  that m aketh  desolate, set up,
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there shall be a thousand two hundred  and  n inety dayes. Blessed  is he that
com eth  to the thousand three hundred  and  five and  th irty dayes. But goe
thee thy way till the end  be: for thou  shalt rest, and  stand  in  the lot at the
end  of the dayes.

Conceive tha t  for ty five being added to t he precedent  number  of
n in ty, the last  number  of 1335 da ies doth  a r ise. In  tha t  t ime a ll the
wicked in  Israel sha ll per ish ; who a re unworthy to be copar tners in  such
a  deliverance. F ina lly, Arm illus invading Egypt  with  grea t  power  sha ll
subdue it , a s it  is wr it t en : {Dan. 11.42.} T he land  of Egypt shall not
escape. F rom Egypt  he sha ll muster  h is forces for  J erusa lem, st r iving
with  might  and main  once more to make it  a  desola te heap. {Dan. 11.45.}
And  he shall plant the tabernacle of h is palace, between  the S eas, in  the
glorious holy m ountain , yet he shall com e to h is end , and  shall help h im .

{The eighth  miracle.} The eighth  miracle. The Archangel Michael
sha ll a r ise, and sha ll th r ice winde a  mighty t rumpet , a s it  is wr it t en;
{J sa . 27.13.} It shall com e to pass in  that day, that the great trum pets shall
be blowen, and  they shall com e that were ready to perish  in  the land  of
Assyria, and  the outcasts in  the land  of Egypt, and  shall worship the Lord
in  the holy m ount at J erusalem . Aga in , {Zech . 9.14.} T he Lord God shall
blow the trum pet, and  shall goe w ith  the whirlewinds of the S outh . At  the
sound of th is t rumpet  the t rue Messias the son  of David , and the Prophet ,
Elias sha ll a ppea r  a nd manifest  themselves to the devout  Israelit es
inhabit ing the wilderness of J udea . Then  sha ll they receive
incouragement , t he wea ry hands sha ll be lift ed up, and st rength sha ll
visit  the feeble knees. All the J ews a lso wheresoever  dispersed over  the
whole ea r th  sha ll hea r  the sound of the t rumpet , and a t  la st  confess, tha t
God in  mercy ha th  visit ed h is people, and by a  plenary deliverance ha th
been  gracious to h is inher itance, and a ll the capt ives of Ashur sha ll be
ga thered together . But  the sound of th is t rumpet  sha ll blast  the
Chr ist ians and people of the wor ld with  fea r  and astonishment , cast ing
them in to horr id maladies, Then  sha ll the J ews gird up their  loins, and
with  many a  weary journey seek to revisit e their  J erusa lem. Messias a lso
the son  of David , together  with  h is harbinger  Elias, and a ll the fa ithfu ll
h is followers in  Israell with  grea t  joy sha ll come in to J erusa lem. So soon
as th is pierceth  the ea rs of wicked Arm illus: he will babble out , how long
will th is abject  and base people thus behave themselves? and sha ll once
more with  a  grea t  a rmy of Chr ist ians hasten  to J erusa lem to give ba t tel
to to their  newly inaugura ted sovera ign. But  God sha ll not  permit  tha t
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the Israelit es should fa ll ou t  of the fire in to the pit , bu t  speaking unto the
Messias sha ll say unto h im, Come thou  and sit  a t  my r igh t  hand, and to
the children  of Israel, sit  you  st ill, hold your  peace, and quiet ly expect
tha t  grea t  deliverance which  the Lord th is day will impar t  un to you . Then
sha ll the Lord ra in  from heaven  fire and br imstone, a s it  is recorded,
{Ezech . 38.22.} I will plead  against h im  with  pestilence, and  with  blood ,
and  I will rain  upon h im , and  upon his bands, and  upon the m any people
that are with  h im , an  overflowing rain , and  great hailstones, fire and
brim stone. Then  sha ll Arm illu s with  h is whole a rmy die, and the
Atheist ica l Edomites (the Chr ist ians they mean) who la id waste the
house of our  God, and led us capt ive in to a  st range land, sha ll miserably
per ish ; then sha ll the J ews be revenged upon them, as it  is wr it t en ,
{Obad. 18} T he house of J a cob shall be a fire, and  the house of J oseph  a
flam e, and  the house of Esau  (t ha t  is, we Chr ist ians, a s the J ews
in terpret , whom they Chr ist en  Edomites) shall be for stubble. This
stubble the J ews sha ll set  in  fire, tha t  noth ing be left  to us Edomites
which  sha ll not  be burn t  and turned in to ashes.

{The n in th  miracle.} The n in th  miracle. At  the secon d bla st  of
Michael h is t rumpet  being long and loud, a ll the graves in  J erusa lem
sha ll open , and the dead a r ise, Messias a lso the son  of David  t oget her
with  Elias the Prophet  sha ll restore to life Messias tha t  good son  of
J oseph  reserved under  a  cer ta in  ga te.

At  the same t ime sha ll a ll the Congrega t ion  of Israel send Messias
the son  of David  a s an  Embassador  to the remnant  of the J ews
superviving the la st  slaughter , dispersed here and there a mong the
Christ ians and other  people of the ea r th , to summon them to J erusa lem.
Then sha ll the kings of the na t ions without  delay, ca r ry the J ews
inhabit ing their  quar ters, upon their  shoulders, and in  Char iot s un to
Sion . I th ink th is will come to pass much  a bou t  the Greek Ca lends. {I .
never .}

{The tenth  miracle.} The t en th  miracle. At  wha t  t ime the Angel
Michael sha ll blow the t rumpet  the th ird t ime, then sha ll God br ing them
for th  who border  upon the r ivers Gosane Lachlacke, Chabore, and a lso
inhabited the cit ies of J uda , and they in  number  infin it e and
immesurable, together  with  their  in fan t s sha ll en ter  in to Moses Pa radise;
the ear th  before and behinde them sha ll be noth ing but  a  flame of fire,
which sha ll consume a ll which is needful for  the preserva t ion  of life
among the Chr ist ians and other  people.
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 When the ten  t r ibes of Israel sha ll return  out  of the land of their
capt ivity, t hen  the pilla r  of t he cloud of t he divine glory and majesty sha ll
encompass them, as it  is wr it t en : {Micah  2.13.} the breaker  up is to come
before them: they have broken  up, and  have passed  through the gate, and
are gone out by it, and  their k ing shall pass before them , and  the Lord  on
the head  of them . Moreover  God sha ll open  unto them founta ins flowing
out  of the t ree of life, wherewith  he sha ll refresh  them in  their  journey,
lest  a t  any t ime thirst  should annoy them. For  the Lord sa ith , {J sa .
41.18.} I will open  rivers in  h igh  places, and  fountains in  the m idst of the
vallies: I will m ake the wilderness a pool of water, and  dry land  springs
of water. Aga in , {J sa . 49.10.} T hey shall not hunger nor th irst, neither
shall the heat nor sun  sm ite them , for he that hath  m ercy on  them , shall
lead  them , even by the springs of water shall he guide them . {The J ews t en
fould comfor t  aga inst  the foresa id signes.} To comfor t  them aga inst  these
ten  signes foregoing the coming of the Messias, the most  of which  pretend
grea t  ca lamity and a fflict ion  to the J ews, they have a  t enfold consola t ion .
{Consol. 1.} The fir st  is, t ha t  t he Messias is cer ta in ly yet  for  to come:
according to tha t  of the Prophet , {Zach . 9.9.} Behold  thy k ing com eth  &c.

{The 2. Cons.} The second tha t  he sha ll aga in  ga ther  them together
being dispersed over  the face of the whole ea r th , a s it  is wr it t en : I will
bring them  from  the north  country, and  gather them  from  the coasts of the
earth , and  with  them  the blinde and  the lam e, the wom en with  ch ilde, and
her that travelleth  with  ch ilde together, a great com pany shall return
th ither: F rom which  place we may learn  thus much, tha t  if any went  un to
his grave blind or  lame, the same sha ll God ra ise up cloa thed with  the
same imperfect ions: tha t  one may more easily know another , yet  the Lord
sh a ll so perfect ly cure the lame, tha t  they sha ll skip like Roes, a s the
Scr ipture witnesseth , {Esa . 35.6} T hen shall the lam e m an leap as an
hart, and  the tongue of the dum be sing; for in  the wilderness shall the
waters break  out, and  stream s in  the desert.

{The 3. Cons.} The th ird is; tha t  God sha ll ra ise up the dead: a s it
is wr it ten ; Many that sleep in  the dust of the earth  shall arise: these to life
eternal, they to sham e and everlasting contem pt.

{The 4. Cons.} The four th  is, tha t  God sha ll bu ild them up a  th ird
temple, accordin g to tha t  pla t -form and fash ion  which  Ezek iel ha th
descr ibed cap. 41. ver. 1, 2, 3.

{The 5. Cons.} The fift  is, tha t  the people of Israel sha ll be the sole
Monarchs of the whole wor ld, their  dominion  st retching from one end of
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the ear th  unto the other , according to tha t  of Esay 60.12. T he nation  and
k ingdom  that will not serve thee shall perish: yea, these nations shall be
utterly wasted . Yea , the whole wor ld being turned unto the Lord sha ll be
subject  to h is law, a s it  is recorded, {Zeph. 3.9.} For then  will I turn  to the
people a pure language, that they m ay all call upon the nam e of the Lord,
to serve h im  with  one consent.

{The 6. Cons.} The sixth  is, tha t  God a t  tha t  t ime sha ll defea t  and
dest roy a ll the enemies of h is people (tha t  is, the Chr ist ians) and might ily
to revenge h imselfe upon them: as it  is wr it t en , {Ezek. 25.14.} I w ill lay
vengeance upon Edom  by the hand of m y people Israel, and  they shall do
in  Edom  according to m ine anger.

{The 7. Cons.} The seventh  is, tha t  God sha ll t ake away a ll diseases
and maladies from among the people of Israel, a ccording to tha t ; {J sa .
33.24.} T he inhabitants shall not say I am  sick : the people that dwell
therein  shall be forgiven their in iquitie.

{The 8. Cons.} The eight  is, God sha ll prolong the dayes and yeares
of the life of the Israelit es. So tha t  they sha ll live a s long as the oake or
other  of t ha t  kinde: {J sa . 65.22.} for sa ith  the lord, as the dayes of a tree
are the dayes of m y people, and  m y elect shalt long enjoy the works of their
hands, and aga ine, there shall be no m ore thence an  in fant of dayes, nor
an  old  m an that hath  not filled  h is dayes: for the ch ild  shall d ie an
hundred  yeares old , bu t the S inner being an  hundred  years old  shall be
accursed , which  is a s much as to say, {See R eschaim  in  the Ta lmud c. 6.
p. 68.} if any die a t  an  hundred yea rs of age, it  sha ll be sa id of h im, tha t
he died as a  lit t le in fan t , or  in  h is in fancy: for  a t  tha t  t ime the yea rs of life
of the Israelit es sha ll be equa l to them of the fa thers from Adam  t o N oah ,
a s Abenezra comments upon the place.

{Ninth  Cons.} The n in th  is, tha t  God sha ll so clea r ly manifest
h imself to the Israelites, t ha t  they sha ll see h im face to face. As it  is
recorded: {Isa . 40.5.} T he glory of the Lord shall be revealed , and  all flesh
shall see together: because the m outh  of the Lord  hath  spoken it. Yea , a ll
the Lords people sha ll be Prophets, a s it  is wr it t en : It shall com e to pass
afterward  that I w ill powr out m y spirit upon all flesh , and  your sons and
your daughters shall prophesie: your old  m en shall dream  dream s, your
yong m en shall see visions.

{Tenth  Cons.} The last  degree of comfor t  is, tha t  God sha ll qu ite
root  ou t  of t hem a ll imbred lust s, and inclina t ions unto evil, a s it  is
wr it t en : {Ezek. 36.26.} A new heart also will I give you , and  a new spirit
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will I pu t with in  you , and  I w ill tak e away the stony heart ou t of your
flesh , and  I will give you  an  heart of flesh . Hither to we have delivered
wha t  we promised out  of the book ca lled Abhkas rochel, in  which  though
it  be summarily set  down wha t  the J ews beleeve concern ing their
Messias, a s a lso the manner  how he is to br ing them back to J erusa lem:
yet  I th ink not  imper t inent  in  th is place a  lit le more la rgely to decla re
with  wha t  solemnit ies their  Messias sha l give them in ter ta inement  in
their  own land, and with  wha t  happiness a nd felicit ie they sha ll lead
their  lives under  h im.

{The feast  which  the Messias sha ll make unto the J ews a t  h is
coming.} When then  the Messias ha th  ga thered a ll the J ews together  ou t
of a ll t he na t ions under  heaven  and from the foure winds of t he ea r th ,
a nd ha th  brought  them unto the land of Canaan flowing with  milk a nd
hony; then  sha ll he cause to be prepared a  sumptuous and delica te
banquet , invit ing and fr iendly welcoming unto it  a ll the J ews with  grea t
pomp and joy inexpressible.

At  th is banquet  sha ll be dished up and served in , the grea test
beast s, fishes and fouls tha t  ever  God crea ted. The worst  wine tha t  they
sha ll dr ink sha ll be whose grape had it s growth  in  pa radise, and ha th
been  ba rrel’d up and reserved in  Adam s Cella r  un to tha t  t ime.

{The fir st  dish . Behem oth . J ob. 4.10.} The fir st  dish  in  th is feast
sha ll be tha t  huge oxe descr ibed in  the book of J ob, to be of such  grea t
st rength  and magnitude, named Behem oth . This is the Rabbines a ffirme
to be the same oxe whereof David  makes ment ion  in  h is 50 Psalm  and 10
verse. All the beasts of the forrest are m ine, and  the cattel (Behem oth)
feeding on  a thousand h ills, tha t  is to say, which  every day ea teth  up the
grass of a  thousand h ils. But  a  man will a ske wha t  a t  length  would have
become of th is oxe, if he had lived so long, seeing he had long since ea ten
up a ll h is fodder . The Rabbines (a) {(a ) R abbi S al: J archi, & R abhuensk i.}
lea rnedly answer  tha t  th is oxe is sta ll-fed, and remains a lways in  the
same place, and tha t  wha tsoever  he ea teth  on  the day grows aga in  upon
the n ight  in  the same length  and forme.

{The 2. dish . Leviathan .} The second dish  adorn ing the table sha ll
be tha t  vast  wha le, Leviathan , (according to the J ewish  tone Pronounced
Lipiasan) who is a lso descr ibed in  the book of J ob, and ment ioned in  other
places of holy wr it .

Concern ing these two beast s there ha th  bin  handsomly compiled
th is t radit ion  by the wit  and ingenuity of the solid pa ted Rabbins in  their
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Talmud, {Babha Basra. c. 5. p. 74.} it  runs thus, Rabbi J ehudah  sa ith  tha t
wha t  th ing soever  God crea ted in  the wor ld he crea ted it  ma le and
female, and tha t  without  a ll doubt ; for  he crea ted the Levia than  yet  least
the he and she Levia than: by engendr ing should augment  the number ,
and a t  length  by there monst rous magnitude and mult itude dest roy the
whole wor ld, God gelded the male, and killed the female, reserving her  in
pickle to be mea t  for  them tha t  a re just  in  J udah  and fea red h im, in  the
dayes of the Messias, a s it  is wr it t en: {J sa . 27.1} In  that day will the lord
with  a sore and  great and  strong sword  punish  Leviathan  the piercing
serpent, even Leviathan  that crooked serpent, and  he shall slay the dragon
that is in  the sea. In  the same manner  he crea ted tha t  grea t  ox ca lled
Behem oth  feeding on  a  thousa nd h ils male and female: yet  lest  by
mult iplying they might  fill and dest roy the ear th , he gelded the male and
killed the female, reserving it  for  the J ewes diet  in  t ime to come, a s it  is
writ t en: {J ob 40.16.19} Loe now h is strength  is in  h is loynes, and  h is force
in  the navell of h is belly, he that m ade h im  can m ake h is sword  to
approach  unto h im .

{The th ird dish . Barinchue.} The th ird dish  in  th is banquet  a s Elias
Levita  in  h is dict ionar ie named Tesbi ou t  of the Rabbins repor t s, sha ll be
tha t  horr ible huge bird ca lled Barinchue which  killed and unboweld sha ll
then  be rosted. Concern ing th is bird it  is wr it t en  in  the Ta lmud {Bechoros
c. ult. p. 57} she cast  an  Egge out  of her  nest  by whose fa ll th ree hundred
ta ll Cedars were broken down, and the Egge breaking in  the fu ll drowned
three score villages. By th is rela t ion  it  is easie to conceive th is bird to
have been  lit t le in fer iour  in  grea tnes to the forement ioned oxe and fish ;
whence we may a lso collect  how glor ious a  dish  the Messias is to make of
it  for  h is guests, and when there a re many such  birds (Guls I th ink) found
in  the land of J udah , none ought  to th ink tha t  which  is r epor ted of th is to
be fabulous.

{The Crow. Babha basra. c. 5. p. 72.} In  the forement ioned book of
the Ta lmud, we read of a  cer ta in  grea t  crow which  was seen of a  Rabbine,
wor thy to be credited. The rela t ion  runs thus. R abbi barchannah  sa ith ,
At  a  cer ta in  t ime I saw a  frog, which  is a s grea t  a s the village Akra in
Hagronia, well how big was the villa ge? It  consisted of no fewer  then
threescore houses. Then  came a  mighty serpent  and swallowed up th is
frog. Instan t ly upon th is, a  grea t  crow flying tha t  way picked up as a
small morsel both  the frog and the serpent ; and taking h im to fligh t  sa t
upon a  Tree, now th ink with  your  selves how grea t  and st rong th is t ree



16   T he J ewish  S ynagogue

www.jewishracism .com

must  be. To which  R abbi papa the son  of S am uel making answer , un less
I had been  in  the place, and with  these mine eyes seen  the very t ree, I
would not  have beleeved it . Thus much the Ta lmudist . Who dare give the
lie to th is R abbine? When tha t  good man Kim chi comment ing on  the fifty
Psa lm, {The grea t  bird. ziz.} and expla in ing the word Ziz ha th  there
witnessed tha t  R abbi J udah  the son  of S im eon  did avouch  Ziz to be a  bird
of tha t  bigness, tha t  when he spreads abroad h is wings he h ides the body
of the sun , and wraps the wor ld in  da rkness. Fur thermore, on  a  cer t a in
t ime, a  cer ta in  R abbine was upon the sea  in  a  lit t le sh ip, in  the middle of
which  he saw a  bird standing of such  an  heigh t , tha t  wa ter  came only to
her  knees: {Ta lmud in  the same place.} which  the Rabbine observing,
bespeaks h is companions tha t  there they might  wash  themselves seeing
the wa ter  was not  deep. But  a  voice from heaven  h indred the a t tempt ,
saying unto the R abbine, see tha t  thou  do it  not : for  now seven  whole
years a re gone and past , since a  cer ta in  man let  a  ha tchet  fa ll in  th is very
place, which ha th  been  ever  since a  fa lling, and is not  a s yet  come to the
bot tome. By which  a  man may easily ga ther  how long legs th is bird had,
and how grea t  her  body ought  to be in  propor t ion  to her  feet . Without
doubt  these birds keep their  residence in  the wood Ela, in  which, a  Lion
is repor ted to live of such  an  unheard of por t ra icture, tha t  on ly to rela te
would st r ike a  man with  astonishment . {The grea t  Lion  Chohn . cap. 3. p.
59.} Of th is Lion  the Ta lmud thus fables. When upon a  cer ta in  t ime the
Emperor  of R om e a sked Rabbi J oshua the son  of Hananiah , what  t he
reason  was why their  God compared himself un to a  Lion; and whether  he
was of so grea t  st rength  tha t  he could kill a  Lion? the R abbine made
answer , tha t  God did not  compare h imself un to an  ordina ry Lion , bu t
unto such  a n  one as lived in  the wood Ela: to whom the Pr ince replied,
shew me tha t  Lion . Then the R abbine by prayer  obta ined of God tha t  the
lion  shou ld leave the wood, and come, when hs was yet  foure hundred
miles distan t  from the Emperour , he roa red so ter r ibly, tha t  a ll the
women with  ch ild in  Rome became abort ive, and the wa lls of the City fell
fla t  un to the ground. When he had come an  hundred miles nearer , he the
second t ime roa red so fea refully tha t  a ll the teeth  of the Romanes fell ou t
of their  heads, & the Emperour  fa lling from his th rone, lay prost ra te upon
the ea r th  ha lf dead; who with  vehement  en t rea t ies begs of the Rabbin  to
send back the Lion; which  was likewise pu t  in  execut ion . But  these fables
draw us too fa r  from the smell of tha t  fea st  which  the Messias ha th
provided for  the J ews in  the land of promise.
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The flesh  of the foresa id Behemoth  and Levia than  will not  digest
well without  a  Cup of older  wine; t herefore the Messia s sha ll broach  tha t
wine and give it  un to h is guest s, {The wine for  the feast .} which  was made
in  Paradise, and was kept  from the begining of the wor ld to tha t  t ime in
Adam s Cella r , a s it  is wr it t en : {Esa . 27.2.3.} In  that day sing you  unto her
a vineyard  of red  wine. I the Lord  do keep it, I do water it every m om ent:
lest any hurt it, I w ill keep it n ight and  day: aga in , {Psa l. 75.9.} T here is
a cup in  the hand of the Lord , and  the wine thereof is red: it is fu ll m ixt;
he shall poure it ou t, and  the dregs thereof all the ungodly of the earth
shall drink  and  suck  them  up.

{The spor t s where with  the Messias will deligh t  the J ews.} Before
the supper  be served in , the Messias a fter  the manner  of Kings, and
Pr inces, and others celebra t ing Fest iva ls and Marr iages, sha ll presen t
the J ews with  plea sant  spor t s and pla ies to make them merry. He will
cause Behem oth  and Leviathan  to meet  in  some spacious place, and there
they sha ll play before the Messias to pass away the t ime, and for  h is
minds refresh ing, a s it  is wr it t en : {J ob 40.20.} S urely the Mountains bring
him  forth  food , where all the beasts of the field  play. And aga in , {Psa l.
104.26.} T here go the sh ips, there is that Leviathan  whom  thou  hast m ade
to play therein . Then  the oxe running hither  and th ither  sha ll bend h is
hornes aga inst  the Leviathan ; wh ich  will grea t ly a ffect  the Messias,
according to tha t , {Psa l. 69.32.} It w ill be m ore gratefu l to the Lord  then
a bu llock  that hath  horns and  hoofs. The Leviathan  a lso sha ll come to
encounter  the oxe, a rmed with  h is fins a s an  helmet , not  easie to be seen ,
as it  is wr it t en : {J ob 40.14.15.} Who can  open  the doors of h is face, h is
teeth  are terrible round about. His scales are h is pride, shut up together as
with  a close seal. Here sha ll be the summons to the ba t t le, and the fir st
en coun ter  begin  most  hot  and fur ious, bu t  to small purpose, for  they
being of equa ll st rength  neither  can  overcome the other , bu t  a t  la st
wear ied out  both  sha ll fa ll upon the ground. Then  the Messias drawing
out  h is sword sha ll slay them both , a s it  is wr it t en : {J sa . 27.1.} At that
day will the Lord  with  a sore, great and  strong sword  punish  Leviathan .

Now comes the Cooks pa r t , noth ing but  boyling and roast ing: and
grea t  provision  for  th is sumptuous supper , a s it  is recorded: {Esa . 25.6}
T he Lord  of hosts shall m ake unto all people in  th is m ountain  a feast of fat
th ings, of fat th ings fu ll of m arrow. The fish  sha ll be served up in  pa rcels
to the guest s, which  done, every one sha ll grea t ly rejoyce, a s it  is wr it t en:
{J ob 41.6} shall thy com panions m ake a banquet of h im ? shall they part
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him  am ong the m erchants.
{The marr iage of the Messias} This dona t ive supper  being ended,

the Messias sha ll marry a  wife: the Scr ipture being witness: {Ps. 45.10.}
Kings daughters were am ong thy honourable wom en: upon thy righ t hand
stood  the Queen  in  a vesture of gold . So the J ews themselves in terpret :
{S chegal [***] proper ly sign ifieth  the wife of a  King from [***] S hagal
which   is to exercise the very act  of venery.} and the meaning is th is, a s
Kim chi professeth  in  h is grea t  gloss: Among the honourable women which
the Messias sha ll have, sha ll be the daughters of Kings. For  every King
of the ea r th  sha ll esteem himself h ighly graced, so tha t  he may give h is
daughter  in  marr iage unto the Messias. But  the genuine and r igh t ly so
named wife of the Messias (proper ly sign ified by the word S chegal) sha ll
be one of the most  eminent  beaut ies among the daughters of Israel; she
sha ll sit  a t  h is r igh t  hand, without  in termission  abide in  the Kings closet :
whereas the other  sha ll stay in  the supping room, or  house of the women:
not  approaching the King, un less it  be h is pleasure to send for  them. In
th is bond of Wedlock the Messias sha ll beget  ch ildren ; a fter  he sha ll die
as other  mor ta ls, and h is ch ildren  sha ll sit  upon h is th rone a fter  h im, as
it  is wr it t en : {Isa . 53.10.} He shall see h is seed , he shall prolong h is dayes,
and  the will of the Lord  shall prosper in  h is hands, t ha t  is, a s a  R abbine
expounds it , The Messias sha ll live to a  good old age, and a t  la st  sha ll be
brought  to h is grave with  grea t  solemnity: a nd h is son  sha ll reign  a fter
h im, and a fter  h is dea th  h is poster ity sha ll possess h is sea t .

{The manner  of life the J ews sha ll have under  their  Messias.} For
the manner  of life which  the J ews sha ll have under  their  Messias. F irst
of a ll the remnant  of the Chr ist ians and other  people which  fell not  by the
hand of the J ews sha ll make hast  and build the J ews houses and Cit ies,
not  for  h ire, bu t  of free accord, t ill their  ground, plan t  t hem vineyards,
yea , bestow their  very goods upon them; moreover  Kings and Pr inces
sha ll be their  servants whom they have subdued. They themselves sha ll
be cloa thed in  cost ly a ray: a ll their  P r iest s anoin ted sha ll be holiness to
the Lord; a s it  is wr it t en : {J sa . 60.10,11,12.} T he sons of strangers shall
bu ild  up thy walls, and  their Kin gs shall m inister un to thee: for in  m y
wrath I sm ote thee, bu t in  m ercy have I had favour on  thee, therefore thy
gates shall be open  continually, they shall not be shut day nor n ight, that
m en m ay bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and  that their Kings
m ay be brought, for the nation  and  k ingdom  that will not serve thee shall
perish , yea those nations shall be u tterly wasted , and  again  {J sa . 61.5.6.}
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strangers shall stand  and  feed your flocks, and  all the sons of the alien
shall be your plow-m en, and  your vine-dressers. But you  shall be nam ed
the Priests of the Lord , m en shall call you  the Ministers of our God: you
shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and  in  their glory shall you  boast your
selves. (Oh  here with  hunger  and th ir st  how a re the J ews opprest?
Alth ough  some of them sa t isfie and appease both , withou t  the swea t  of
their  own brows ga in ing many a  million : for  which  many a  poor  Chr ist ian
suffers toile and vexa t ion .)

{The 2 benefit .} 2. They sha ll have a  new and wholsome a ire, a s it
is wr it t en : {J sa . 65.17.} Behold  I create a new heaven  and  a new earth , the
form er shall not be thought upon , by the benefit  of th is a ire they sha ll
en joy their  hea lth  and prolong their  life, even  as the men before the flood.
In  their  hoary old age their  st rength  and agility sha ll not  forsake them,
but  remain  in  the same temper  as in  their  youth , a s it  is wr it t en , {Psa l.
92.14,15.} T hey who are planted  in  the house of our God, shall flourish  in
the courts of the Lord , they shall bring forth  m ore fru it in  their age, they
shall be fat and  well lik ing.

{The 3 Benefit} 3. The seed once sown sha ll for  ever  grow up,
increase, a nd r ipen  of it s own accord: a fter  the manner  of Vines which
require but  one plan ta t ion , a s it  is wr it t en , {Hos. 14.8.} T hey shall revive
as wheat, flourish  like a vine, h is sm ell is like Lebanon .

Whensoever  any one sha ll desire ra in  for  the wa ter ing of any
par t icula r  F ield, Garden , or  the smallest  herb therein , the Lord will pour
out  upon tha t  place, and on  tha t  onely, without  delay: for  sa ith  the
Prophet , Ask  you  rain  of the Lord , and  he shall create ligh tnings, and  give
you  showres of rain . Then  sha ll they ga ther  their  fru it s and wine with
grea t  qu ietnesse and secur ity, and sha ll not  be molested by any enemy:
as it  is wr it t en , The Lord ha th  sworn  by h is r igh t  hand, and by the a rm
of h is st rength , {Isay 62.8,9.} I w ill no m ore give thy corn to be m eat for
th ine enem ies, and  the sons of strangers shall not drink  thy wine for the
which  thou  hast laboured , bu t they that have gathered  it shall eat it.

{The 4 Benefit} 4. No war  nor  rumour  of war  sha ll a ny more be
heard in  the land: and there sha ll be a  firm and secure peace established,
not  on ly between man and man, bu t  a lso between man and beast ; a s it  is
wr it t en , I w ill m ake a covenant for them  in  that day with  the beasts of the
field , with  the fowls of heaven , and  creeping th ings of the earth: I will pu t
away the bow and the sword  and  war from  the earth , and  m ake them  to
sleep secure. And I will espouse thee unto m e for ever and  ever: I  w ill
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m arry thee in  justice and  judgem ent, in  m ercy and  com m iseration . Again ,
{Esay 11.17.} T he Cow and the Bear shall feed: their young ones shall lie
down together, and  the L ion  shall eat straw with  the Ox. T he Wolf shall
lie down with  the Lam b, and  the Leopard  with  the Kid: and  the Calf and
the young L ion  and  the fatling together, and  a little childe shall lead  them .

{The 5 Benefit} 5. When any war  or  discord a r iseth  among the
Gent iles, then  the Messia s sha ll reconcile them, and renew the league
a mongst  t hem: so tha t  there sha ll be no more mut iny; a s it  is wr it t en ,
{Isay 2.4} He shall judge am ong the nations, and  rebuke m any people; he
shall beat their swords in to plowshares, and  their spears in to pruning-
hooks: nation  shall not lift up sword  against nation , nor learn  war any
m ore. Then  sha ll the Iews live in  ever last ing joyes, make new marr iages,
sing pra ise and glory to God without  ceasing: sha ll be full of t he wisdom
and knowledge of the Lord: a s it  is wr it t en , In  th is place of which  you  say
that it is forsaken, shall again  be heard  the voice of joy, the voice of
exultation , the voice of th e Bride and  the Bridegroom , the voice of them
that say, Give thanks to the Lord of hosts. And aga in , the earth  shall be
fu ll of the knowledge of the Lord as the sea is fu ll of water.

Briefly, the happiness of th is holy people sha ll a t  t ha t  t ime be so
immeasurable, tha t  neither  can  the hea r t  of man conceive it , or  the
tongue yeeld the least  expression  thereof. Which  th ings thus ordered and
decla red, leaving the Iewes in  th is their  prosperous esta te, I will pu t  a
per iod to my labours, and h ide the secret  of their  fa ith  from the
Chr ist ians; seeing I have a t tempted more then they themselves, if they
could have ru led the mat ter , would have permit ted. What  I have done
a lready will not  be pleasing unto them, in  which  I have exposed to every
mans eye the fu ll ana tomy of their  life and belief.

The Chr ist ian  Reader  may easily perceive by tha t  which  ha th  been
sa id, tha t  the fa ith  of the J ews and their  whole religion , is not  grounded
upon Moses, bu t  upon meer  lies, fa lse and forged const itu t ions, fables of
the Rabbines, and inven t ions of seduced Phar isees. And tha t  therefore it
ought  no more to issue out  of the mouth  of a  Chr ist ian , tha t  the J ewes
stand for  the Law of Moses, bu t  ra ther  with  J erem y, {J er . 8.} tha t  they a re
st rong defendants of the fa lse worsh ip of the t rue God, not  suffer ing
themselves any way to be drawn from it . And with  our  Saviour  to a ffirm,
tha t  {Mat th . 15.5} they m ake the Com m andm ents of God of none effect by
their traditions; in  va in  they worsh ip h im, when they teach  noth ing but
the manda tes of men: honour ing h im with  their  lips, bu t  in  their  hear t s
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are fa r  from him. In  their  words they professe to know God, bu t  in  their
works they deny h im: {Titus 1.} these a re the men whom the Lord abhors,
who being disobedient  un to h is word a re unto every good work reproba te,
as the Apost le Paul ha th  recorded. By which  it  is more manifest  then the
ligh t  of t he Sun a t  noont ide, t ha t  t he punishment  is now fa llen  heavie
upon them wherewith  Moses th rea tened them: tha t  {Deut . 28.} the Lord
should  sm ite them  with  m adnesse, blindnesse, and  astonishm ent of heart,
that they should  grope at noon day as the blinde gropeth  in  darknesse. And
th is appears most  clear ly, and is more then evident  from th is, tha t  they
miserably perver t , and cont ra ry to a ll reason with  a n  impudent  front
invested with  a  du ll ignorance expound and in terpret  the word of God.

O mercifu l God, who hast  vouchsa fed to impar t  th is gracious favour
unto us Chr ist ians, tha t  we being warned by such an  horr ible example of
the divine wra th , should with  awe and reverence embrace h is holy word,
lest  the same t h ings should befa l us, and so our  Candlest ick should be
removed for  our  ingra t itude, God of h is mercy grant , tha t  the Sun of h is
just ice may a lwayes sh ine in  our  hea r t s un t il per fect  day, and by the
illumina t ion  of h is good Spir it  conduct  us unto a ll t ru th . Amen.
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