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ems Facing 

Our Socia 

BY BARAK H. OBAMA 

Bi ' l i c~ many of the African countries 
nt.:lr.leved ihoir inclcpcndcnce there has been 
much talk shout A:frican S~ociallsrn. .More- 

rn ovcr, there ha,# been no individual or country 
wh:lch has a t  any dme dcfined l:his socialism 
no* 'has tlrerc becn any common proui~d 
am,nni: thc leaders as  to  what they rneanl: 
whl?n they talked o:C African Socialism. Where, 
tllco, could wc loolr :for 1:hn (leflnllinn of this 
"ism"? I:[ i t  18 ~ccepted that i t  Is l:he leaders 
o:C n ?otirllry who usually forml~late and define 
ideologies, Zhcn the only sourcc for this defi- 
nii:ioil would bc to get i t  .Cmm them eithw 
throi~l;;h thclr speeches, press reports or papers 
or  tI71:oi~glz thcir actions. So fa r  thc state. 
mends mado by such leaders as  President: 
NI<~:ri?nah, Nyerere, Tourc etc., have not had 
rno8zh in common. Likewise, tlle actions Of 
tllc:ic leaders while diverting a little from the 
cagita'bstic system have not by any mean6 
bee:li, directed, towards any pnrti,cularly delined- 

ideology, he It scientific soclnlisrn - Inter 
alia - communism. 

As n. :first stcp, the Kenya Government 
must he coneratnlated for i t  has tried to 
clarify tthc silnatlon in so fnr as it i s  poasible 
to  do so in l.he Hnht or i ts plennlnR needs. 
St not oilly specifies the objectives by which 
this country shmould he guided, but state3 the 
policics through which i t  hopes to  fulfill these 
ohjcctivcs. It a180 sets out targets, taklng 
into account rile prinrlties and shows ways 
by  which to  ncllifv+ 1:hcse targe1:s. The paper 
Roes furthcr to  deal with matters of wldc 
policy. The slstemerrl: rhout nonnllgnmcnt 
Is for tho Sirst timc explicitly expounded and 
one cannot help but bc happy that those 
who wrote this paper realized the irnportunce 
and the ercat urgency of this policy at& 
ment. The paper realizes that, as  is  truc of 
any country, we must wcouragc international 
trade, :E80relgn investments etc., since i t  
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avoid jamping the gun, howevcr, I wish to 
[ollow step by step what has been included in 
th? paper and analyze each point sequenl'.ially. 

'The first parl: 01 the pnpel? deals with 
wid@ topics s~rcli as  the nblectivcs oE societies. 
Thc paper xiatcs that Ilicrc are rsliiversal 
dcvlres LI! sncictieg and these include political 
1 I i 1 : y  social jnsticc, human dienity and 
Prt:edom of cnnscicnce, Iruedoln from want, 
rlisrasc and exploit~l',ion, equal opportunities 
sl?il, l~si:ly, a high and growlnx per capita in. 
comc onil eguilablc distribution. While one may 
ques1:loii thc univerality and preccdencc ,of 
these lrloals in 011 smcict!es, lei: US assume 
I h ~ t  a7c taltc these as our 'ideals and oblec- 
tivcs in ICbny8 and assllme that a8 i:: said 
in the gaper wc w ~ ~ n i :  to  satisfy l:hese objcc- 
lives wil:hln the context of A:Crican Socialism. 

Wc have notecl that AT.rican Socialisin is 
undciined. WF! note a,lso 118 indcpencience 
flto~ll .Corein11 Idcolopies, hut this is not a posl. 
1:lve dr?scrlption of an idca. 'It snys 1:hat it 
abhors foreifin ideology, but what foreign 
ideology Is meant her*? Does what owtir 
in Ghana. TmzanL,  Great Britain or l.hn 
1J.S.4. considered foreign? When loolzcd a t  
In this angle om? Immedia.leSg notices the first 
mistalce viir.. not defining African Socialism 
bo as  lo embody a c~oss-section of hCrj,cn as  
the paper hy its very lifJ,e purpoftd. :El: would 
lhave been mmore clear and loglslic to  definc 
African Sociall~rn and then state its indopen- 
ilcnce, After all, how can one talk o:P tho 
indepentlcncc ol something people do not 
know? 

tlll;ougl~ Ihc:se that wc ?on hop? to get the 
f o r e i ~ n  c x d ~ ~ n g e  which we so desperately 

[or I;l.lr: porcllnses both of capital goocls 
nll~l consrlnitx fovcls which w! cannot produce 
loc.?ll~', tIhc~:cta cnllnncing development. 

on l~~>p~fllall'r,n grow'lh, the paper n'otes 
high rake O C  growth and recn~nizcs that 

,.l,is :~~ICI:OI: tail be very 8ctrilnenl:al to  growth. 
 TI^,! gap':r rcmpnizes the dci:riincnta and 
.dvr.rsc v~pc:rcusRions which nationalization can 

on prcv?f:h in this country. Tlze policy oP 
6ovcmim~nt in i;his paper is  to try m rai.se 

per ctlpirr Inco~n,?s. T l l i ~ ,  ii: rcC0,qnlzes it can 
on]y no 1 : ~ .  pdling Iligh ratcs o:r growth and 
I,, acl~icve this high rntc of growth there 
,,lvsl br. ,I :high rate ,of capital accumula1:lon. 
rp].,I? govovr~rncnt then trieli t:o spell olat meails 

I by which. i: inl:cnds to  enCounlEe accumuln- 
1 lion and this Is most i ingc~tant  for develop. 

mcni.. ~ , i  sl~~>l~lcl  be hopccl that Ihc govcrnmcnt 
sllall f i n d  lhc means by which i t  inlen~ls to 
nclrievc Il,ii:ri;c obiectives. 

I ~ h c .  til:l+$ of the paper i s  givcn a s  "Afrlcan ' 
Sot:iali!:rn rind Its hpplicabilily to Planning in 

- I<allJ:a", C)nc wr>uld wonder whcther llie title 
ir; not: mi~lc,adinc Is  II: Kcnya Socialism thai: 
,ve nr-c talll:ing aboui: or African Sociallum? 

On(: 5volnld have bcell pleased to see Afri. 
con Soci;Ji!:lm de:lined anfl hmow Kenya fits 
into this dennilion, and an indication of l:Il~osc 
~:l~urnclc~':lai:lCs irt which Kenya is unique be. 
lorc onc cart ihink o l  the applicab!lity of this 1' he:finition to Icenyo. The part which deals 

' ~ 1 1 1 1  t i l ~  app l i~~bl l i ty  can be cxcused in so 
/ far ns 1.lie :glar?nlnp is taking place in IZcnya. 

hence il: ha!, to br dune within Kenye's pccu- 
I liar and, m~iclue conflillons. Birt thls would 
I mean tlin,t w e  have Aeflned the Iarper cmltext 

i.c. Abicnr'! Sociallsin and that o ~ i r  plans, 
( whilc hsvinl: polnl:~ .of varlancc, do not diverge 

qn rnrzch from the defined context. Not: o~ily ! would wr! question the Ideology as undcfinerl, 
but  we may Slnd reason to queatlon tho pattern 

1 condlllon ~1,rcvailing witllin the cottntry and 
lhcir practicabl1ii:y. 

!, Thl? ay~mplicabillty of planning within the 

We then ]lave a short description of Afri. 
can traditions amJ what theae traditions lmply 
Witllln conlcmpornry soclcty; Yet the inter- 
relations wliich lhis bcars to what dollows is 
lost. 7nia cloes nol: lead to ally bssic factors. 
As an esnmplc, tllc African Wadition is funda. 
mentally based on communal ownership O K  
major rnennr; of pmdl.rction and shering of the 
.Iruits @:I 1.h- labours, so expended in procluc. 
tlon, Co the benefit of all; ant1 yet 'the paper 
tidvocnles lnnil title dccds and private owner- 
sllil> 0.r land a major means of pnoductlon. 
1-Iow d,o these two conllicting facknra reconcile. 

Paragraphs :13 and 14 attcinpt to define 
African Socinlism. Pet  even these paxagmphs 
ma incomplntc au the very delini2:ion is laclr. 
ing. Xn Tact, one wonders how the sthtementk 

, 

Cmllryo IIP A:[rican Socialism, while essential- 
ti an er:onomtc inati:er, cannot be divorced 
lVom the politico-socio.cul~~:al context in 
which ws find ouraelvcs and a s  such we shnuld 
not ignonz these , f ~ t o r s  as  secm to have 
~QcUrrctI Irl the Sessional Paper Nn. lo .  To 

!'j$ 

: "1 
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made here differ from xcismtific sociallsrn un. 
less one takes the sl:at~m::n.1: "society in turn 
will, reward them effortr;'? to be di,ffcrcnt from 
"rewarcl to each accorrllng to his neetlfi." 
Certainly, th,e principle i!r the flame. 11: Is 
only in the manner the p~,lnc!plc is  :full'illccl 
that may differ, hut this? is true in every 
case that applicnbllity oE jllcologies have Do be 
In accordance with prevailing ciwumetences. 

Xf one says that 1:hc .hDican society was 
c l a ~ s l ~ n s  as  the paper a$iy$, wllat is fhcrc to 
stop it from bei,ng a clasr~ society as  time gocs 
on? I s  what has been said in thc paper, if 
implemented, enough to r!schew t h i ~  danger? 
I t  may be true that Af~?icrrn traclltions had n o  
parallels in Euro]?can I?c~udal soclcty so that 
the problems arisinfi I:hr:rt8: may not arisf here, 
but can oiic be a s  blirtd a s  not to  see that 
all through the colonial pniliod this same class 

It. is intcrcsting I:" notc that the paper ' 
recofiiiizcs fail~nres of both Marxian socialism 1 
and Iaissez-ralrc in solving these problems, ]re1 [ recogi~iti~on only lcaQs I:o trying rlfw inenns ..' 

o f  doii~g Lhings and it is n fn,r cry to soy ! 
that Ill0 blueprint: plrt in thc paper will enable 
ue lo r:ol.vc them. I t  is basir!ally pas.sive 1.~it11cr i 
llznn actlvc :is I shall Corn,: to show 1atc.r. 

?'Ire paper thus goc!a i,nto fo~'el(:n relations. , 
It is a tautology 1.0 say that we wont to be I inrlc~cnclcl~l of other couni:rics since every 
country has nl~vflye wixllcd this. I t  woula 
hnvc bocn more impn~.l.a.iit lo lslk of how wc ; 
inlend to braslc our clepei~tiet~ce on other coun. 
t:rles politically ancl ct:on0mlcally, since lllls is 
fait accompli. :It tnny be true that tilid jR , 
still lIi? case bccausc oli our lilcl< of basic rc. I 

snrlrccs tilid sliillcd tnnnpower,, yel: onc can ! 
clknosc tu dcvelog by the bootstraps rather ' 

cllgt:inction wns transplanted hepe? 
Can onc deny that Ihe A,:Crican, wizile not 

pleased with the sysl,?rn, Aid not oovet the 
high place Blvcn to thr! L:luropean nnd Asian? 
Can one deny the fact llint we AfridallB Ilave 
likewisa started thc aonvi: llzlng and that wr! 
have the Iiavcs and haire-:tiots, wlllch are poles 
apart, both in tile livinlr surrormdings, ~ o d a l  
contncts, and language? Il[ow 1:hcn can we talk 
of different cnuses 60 tllc Pame probleins when 
we should be tnlBing of Ilow to correct tllern? 
Certainly i t  is  ~oluti-on8 that WE are inl:er@~tctl 
in and onc cannot any that solutions cmnot 
be thr. same whcrc csltu<::s arc different. Tlie 
question is how ar4 we ngoillg is how arc wc 
goinz I:o remove lhc disparitien in our country 
such as the concenrmtioi-I of economic power 
in Aslan and European hs,nds While not 
destroying what has a l ~ r a d y  been achie~red and 
a t  the same time asslnlilatinp th,ese groups 
to build one country? 

Than hecomc a pawn to somc loi:eign powers 1 
such 0.8 Sckou Tourc dirl. WhLle the stnta. 
ment ol  \:he llolicy oS non.ali,qninenl: is 1;'00d 
fl.nd cncollraging, one would wlsh l.0 6cc i t  pllt 
into practice. 

Let tln cxaminc iEle opetrrl:in,q clt8rnctcr'isllCs 
of hfl.ican Socialisln o s  l>ut rlowl~ In  1116 

pnpcr. TTere thc gaprr goeu into use niid 
control of resources. The fir'Pt stat;etncnt con 
terns conflict of opillion on attitude tocvarrj, 
lantlowncrlllll. It is true that in most ACrlcarl 
ocieties the illfiivifl~~al had sole riglit as to 
hc use of hntl and proreens from it. I-~c did, 1 ~oweuer, own ii: only ns a tn~n tee  to t t ~ e  r:lsllj 

1.rIhc or socicty. T?e cct~ld give i t  oil Inan i o  
someone oulnidr Ihc trihe lo use, b111 h e  I d  
no 1"lght to sell it outaide the tribe. In fact, 
most ol: our we,r$ were :fought becnuse 0s 

land. Row 1:ilen can there be u conflict of 
opinloll on ~ominunal nwncrshig? Thc papcl' 
slioulcl hnvc mbdc this point qultc clenr. Tllc 
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paper on the other hand Icaves the question 
there and only plunges into the use of re- 
5011rces HOW can one talk oI: us?, whether 
propcr or improper, before on+:: defines the 
ownine unit and 1:he rights Zhert?~:d? .It Is true 
lhat proper uses of rcsourct!s are of para. 
mount irnpor1:ance if we are golr:lg to increase 
both prorluctivity and per capita incomes, but 
we cannot dcal with thls unless and until we 
deal with ownershlp and within: the AMcan 
soclalistie system. 

The paper goes further ttr klay that tllese 
traditions cannot be caried on IndiscrimSnatcly 
in a modern, monctary economoy. This curlous, 
unless thc paper means that vuhab iF  produced 
oornmunally ia unsellable, in11i! paper says 
that because or credit requirerntlnts tllerr has 
to be land titlcs hnd registration. If this is  
the case, must these land titlcs arid mgiSlM- 
tions bc done on indivlrlunl ovrnership? Does 
it mean that cooperatives canrron: be registered' 
or that what is owned in comrnon cannot have 
l.itlc dccds? Is communal ovrnr:rshlp of land 
lncompatiblc with land conecrlil'l,at.lon? It 1s 
Surprising that one of thc best African tradb 
tions is  nor only being put aside in this papcr 
but even the prlnciplc is  not :being recognized 
and cnhanccd. I t  is  true that misrnanage- 
mCnt can occur both in private a s  Well as  In 
aublic ownership, but we orrEht to loot  a t  
the matter within the soclal ~:rrtl~text. Looked 
4t this way, we can avoid e8c;lnomic power 
conccn1:ration and bring ntancla~~dited use and 
control or: resources through ~hul~~lic ownership, 
Ict alone the equitable di,sl:rlb~ntion of ccon 
omit galns that would :fol,low. Ope need not 
talk of state ownership or evewthing from fl 

ma11 garden to a big farm. One need only 
look a t  the problcme now cnt:ott.ntered in get" 
ling lands conmlidated in sammt! areas. Will 
this be easily done through Stl~iividual actlon, 
through CQ-operatpxs or through government 
Ownorship? Rcalizlng socia1 titl,cliness and 
inflexibility and 1,ooking a t  lhe: society's dia 
trust of change, one would st!. t h t ,  i f left to 
tho Individual, conuolidado~~ .will take a long 
time to come. We have to lo,u:lc a t  prior1l:ies 
in terms of what is  good 5o.r ~:locicty and on 
this basis we may find it nc!ccssary to force 
People to do things they would. not do other. 
Wise. 

Would It not sccrn, then, that thc eovern. 
merit could bring mosc rapid consolidation 

throuph clan cpopratives? individual Initla. 
tive 18 not usually thc best method of brinp. 
Xng laud refiorm, Sincc proper land usc and 
control Is very Important if we are going bo 
overcome the dual c11aracl:er of our cconomy 
and thereby increase productivity, the Eovcm 
ment should take a positive stand and, if need 
bc, force peoplc to  consolidate through the 
easiest way, which, I think, would be throng11 
clan co~operfltives rather than through individ- 
ual initiative. ff one were to supposc that 
the state is  an  lnstrumcnt of sbciety and i1 
the aoclety regards growth as Well as  the cor- 
rpctlon of the lopsided development Whlch 
has characlerizcd thia country as  important. i' 
then, the society, through the ,yovcrnrnent, , 
which is its instrument, should cnforce meflns/ 
by which ]:his growth and change can be 
bnougl~t about. This Is not incompatible with 
the objectives enumerated In the first part of 
the papcr. If the government shoulrl, however, 
feel that individual ownership Is  the best 
policy to take in order to bripg dcvelopmcnt, 
then i t  ~hou ld  restrict the size of farms that 
can be owned by one individual throughout 
the country and this should apply bo every 
body from the President to the ordinary man. 

On glass problems, the paper states that 
slncc the--iGf?Gch R thing in Africa, 
1:he problem Is that of prevention. This is to 
ignore the truth or: the matter. One wwnders 
whether the authors of the paper have not 
notlced that a discernible class structure has 
emergcd in Africa and particularly in Kenya. 
While we welcome the idea of prevention, we 
should also t ry  to curc what ha? slipped In. 

1 
The elimination of foreign economic and polit" 
ical domination is a good gesture towards 
khis, so  a rc  plans to develop in order Ilo p r o  
vent antagonistic classes. But we also need! 
to eliminate power structurcs that havc been, 
built through excessive accumulation 30 that\ 
not only a few Individuals shall control a vast.' 
magnitude of resources a s  is  the case now. Tt 
is a cage of cure and prevention and not pre- 
vcntion alone. The paper says that the prlnclple 
of political equality eliminate8 the use o f  econ- 
omic power a$ a political base. I t  is fl1.rangc that 
the sovernmcnt can say this when, wherever 
we go, in America, in Africa, in Europe, thc 
doflar, the proud and thc rnnrk havc been 
used ns polltlcal weapons dcsplte profcsscd 
ideologies. Yt is good to  be optiml~tlc, but 
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so long s s  we rnaintain frcn enterprise one 
chnnol, deny that anme will ;~c;coinulate more 
than otllcrs, nor :is Ht nnlikaly i:hat in u coun. 
+.ry with low Der caplta inr:~~rnes, to subject 
i:he poor into subinittiup to  ~mliticltl. idfologiel 
nncl to persuarle thcm tmq vat,;! for rliose who 
offer thcm moncy, woulcl n'ot be difficult and 
has, in fact, been occur:rin,q 

We thcn turn to l)rcign in~Vesi'oFS. Here thc 
pnper outlines h:ow rorcign invcstoys can take I 
an aclivc pnrl: in the development of the 
country flnd outlinc8 arcas (11: 8oclal i.esponsi- 
bilily In whicl~ i:tiey can talcc part. Tllcsc 
arc: makit,,? !:hares availsb:ic ~ D T  Africans, 

i 
emgloyinfi. Afr ican~ on rnariajiclneiit lcvels "OG 
xoun as qu.ali£icd peoplc car'( lie found and 
provicling Zrb1lnJng facilities for Alrlcans". 
Noble as  these ol3jectivcs ar'e, onc cannoi; fail 
to scc that the aovcrnmeal la not committcil 
to any spcclfic sfid acl.ivc policy In guiding ''\ 
.Coreign investors i.e. Lorcigii r:ommcrCial :firms 
to intJgl"n,te Ihemsclvcs wl1:hln the Kenya. 
cco*omy. 

I t  is  true that we do not have many 
licoplc qunlified to ta.ke up  :n?onageriill posi. 
lions in tllcse enl:erpris~s nor l'llosc Who 
coolcl partlcipafe intelligently in pollcyinaking 
Ciinctions. Rut this is  not 18:) xlry that there 
are xtone. At p~-esen't, many liigllly quall.Cled 
Africans arc clnpl~oyerl by commercial, firins 
anrl arc givcn very gomporrii title& This i s  
rloiic only for pnblicity. :If one wcre t o  go 
into Iltn worliinps o:E 1:licac companies, how. 
cvar, onc would irld tliat tht?y actually lzavc 
110 volcc jn 1:lle companies! vvhich give thcm 
i:hcsk lligh t:itlcs. Key positions should bc , 
AEr,icnhizcd. Tliey arc yi'licn PUbli~ 1.c. 
lations wnrlc wliich i:~ the (i1.1ly high position 
tln, Africtln hns hclil in cornunercin,l firms nnd 
i:his io undeostaiidabLc, or thcy are maclc 
director8 in ilnilic Irut laclt Itnowledge about 
the company's workirrgs 50 ths l  they are  
~- tbhcr  stamp$ of what is ci(!Cldccl. I-low cnll 
thl. go 011 CVil:h 1118 ~ o v e ~ . ~ ~ ~ r l ~ i ~ t ' f l  kn~owladgc 
~vithout her taking a positlvc sf:antl by sceiiig' 
to i t  tllat real Ai'ricavizstion is takinc place? 
Certnilily ioreicn comlnsrcinl iirms arc not 
noing to ptreh this cnouglz unless the govern" 
ment taltcs a positive star~tl. 

S t  la "strange" to  note: 1:hat sornf of the 
very hi:: coinlnercinl :firm6 tical in some pro- 
ducts wbsch nre tho lileb11,orl o:l: this country 
l>ul without the peoplc o.I th(s countr'y taking 

an  active part in the formulation of policies 
1:hcreof. If some of these .Ci,rms were to slop 
IullCFl~nlng today the country woald bc 81 
a 6tandallll. Let i:he govcn?inenl 1:akc an 
active part irr those sl?lzcrcs nncl sce bo it that 
 he pcoplc arc actively reprascnlerl in thcrn. 
I t  is true that thcrc is lack of slzillcil man. 
power In the country, hut X lrroulcl rall?c?r *lint 
thc few we have were propcrly used .for 1:Iie 
benelil: or tllc country by Riving tliem rcspon 
sible go sit ion^ 111 oolnlnerciaI :firms as  1s be. 
ing dono 111 public bodies. Tllc gOVFrnrYtCld: 
shoulcl not oilly tall? 01 training those who 
arc not yct que1,lflccl but should also scc to 
it that l.ho96 who are (~ua,l,,i,,S,i,ecl are givm 
opportunities l a  do sonlethlng for the cotin. 
try. St  is stsarige to talk of lack oP slritkrl 
manpowor when ilie few who are available 
are not utilized fully. 

The paper wlshen tn encourage domcstir 
HccUmuTation. Tllis is a good psl:urc C X C L ' ~ ) ~  

f o r  trr;r'i'Ea&?yina sssumptlo~? which one only 
,rcails between tho lines, tlinf it is lnrlividual 
prlvate cntcrprisc n.nd busincss thni: tcncls lhn 

'kncourage accvmulation. Truc, in thc paper 
'l:lzere is a rcnlization that 10,xation ciln bc 
uscd as  R mcans of lorcoB saving, btrt it Is 
given a, scc'onclnry nlace In this respect.. Cert8in- 
Is' (here is no limit to taxation i f  thc beneiils 
derlved from public services by soclel.y inens- 
urc up 1.0 ill? COSI: in taxation which they 
have 1:o pay. II: Is a Pallacy to nny that IllcTC 
is this limit nnrl it is a falla,cy to rcly zrlaitilY 
on individt~al f ~ c c  enterprise to gel: Ilic s a v  
iiigs. Row ore we polng to rid oursclvss 01 
rconomic powcr concentration when we, in 
our blueprint, tend 1,owerds what we ou).nclves 
diticredit:' In paragraph, 47 I-11~' papcr' states 

'tllat t l ~ c  company f,orm of bi~sliiess organlza 
1:i,on is a departure from l;l?@ dll.oct inrllvidunl 
ownership typical or Marx's cloy. Yr? one 
who Ims rcad Mnrx cannot fail lo scc limt Coy- 
~iorations are not only whs.1: Mars r(?Ccrrccl to 
as the a,dvanccd stage of capitallem but Marx 
even callccl it linmce cnpitnlism hy wl~ich 3 
fcw wnirlrl c~olllrnl i:he finances of an ma!? 
and through this hove not only economic 
power b~,it political )lower as well. 

On tlie subject of a a p l b ~ ~ f i o ~ z  wf African 
Sociallsin to planning In Kcnya, the ernphnsis 
is  prrr on cconomlc growth. Wllile rccofiniz- 
ing thc importanec o:C growth, onc can em' 
pliasizo 11. to the rlcl.i.imc~~t of other ob,iwtiVcfi, 



We shoulil not only put nll r l l r r  c.Ci0rt.s on 
growth, hut ah,bulcl cover o alidsr subjects 
which is development. Wc ctl:rl lhilve a Iiigh 
rate oP gr'owth econo~nicnlly n,nd yet: not 
clcvolop botll. econoi~~icxlly, pnl:l:i~lly and 
socially. A pulwi: such as l l r i r ;  onr, pl~oduccd 
by tho govrriimcnl:, wliicl? : O I  lic nrlcl ili 

n blucprii?l or Ihc country's po:l,inles, CZnnOt 
oon:finc itucll' to ~nl,lrrrln,nc atrtl pi8:;>:,~unc :faci;ors 
when it o~j{:tll lo ,:le$ll wilh rlnvcJ.o]~mcnl: whicir 
Includas ~:(rrnwtli. Sarwljr 1:h'ls !r, tlw more err- 
compnr.~sinfi subjccl: which the ]?riper ahfn,llrl 
liavc ficalt with iully. 

I o.m g1n.d 1:lila ga];)rr notcs what we a1"c 
short oi: and sccks ways lo correct lliesr 
s i ~ o r t a ~ c s .  Yet rccog~iitiou o[ wl.lnt wc arc 
short of is not Ihc r.?illlsnl.iorl of wily We 
nre sho1~1 o l  lllnm nnl h'riw we  an remedy 
l:iic.!se sllorrnySes. To say t:hat pci. caplla. in- 
cornrs arc low is a tliing that ally mnn can 
5cc. LiIccwIsc, lo say that we ci're short 01: 

snvinjj is r l  t,nill.olmo~y. Tllr rcw.so:l~s nr'c 1htl.l: 
tho 111sjoril.y of i l in  i>oplilacc havc 9 ~ ~ 1 1  a Taw 

domestic cnpital ~ B C ~ U ! I C  01: thl! low r 3 . t ~  '01;' 

lorcipn aid n i~d ns:;lslant:c. Ts not this I:hr 
rcason llic ~~overnmanl:  nilolrlii tax thr: rich 
more so a.a to g~?iil!ral:c. high tax sul:r~luses? 

Tllen1^~ti,c811y, 1:IlCr~ i notliit~g that can 
st011 th r  jiovcrnment from tartlnc 100 per cent: 
of incoinc so l o n ~  a s  thc pcoijln ,:el. 1,~ncPir.::; 
Srom the I:uvcrnrnent. commcnsmntc with 
t i i~ii? ill?otr~r! wlilch is taxt!8. Assomi!:/,: rlini: 
clcvclopmnnt arltl tilt nchicvcmcnt: o:l a high 
g r ? ~  c q ~ i t a  I ' I ~ C U ~ C  is 4 h~nel'it: to society as 
n wliolc 1 clo 1101: scc why the govci:nmcnt 
canno!. la,x t l~osc  wlio hnve ninre arld syphon 
somc o r  tl?c!;r rcvcnucs into r:soinl:s whlcli 
con hc ~itilizcd in inv~SL~nc~l t  for J : I I ~ L I ~ ( !  clcvc1. 
opmc~it ,  thereby reduclivg our: reliance on 
foreij:ll s,id. 

The Xinper 1lOtCS Iaclc (II rl1IAlil:ied Arid 
.;killeel msnpowcr. Traiiliiip must bc expanel. 
c ~ i  so that our a!ready quali:Ficd lnnnpomwcr 
can gain thc cxpatience to ya'ticipntc fully 
in tldvandtlg f l e v c l o ~ ~ ~ n ~ n t :  wliil?: thc tlnr.lrrn.l,i- 
f!acl. Through %omc of ill? slarlsllcs [:iv<.!ir 
on 11a1:agra11li 63 onc can r?oc wli:~t wc havc 
s,nd w l ~ a l  we Jaclc it1 tt!rmn cdi :ilrillr!d tnnn- 
paivcr i ~ n d  the [~crioil i t  li?kcs to tl?ain it. It 

for them to savc. Thcrc is n nml:ill mill or it^ 
I)[  l?coplc and worse slill, o ~ i  :I racial boni!;, 
Wllo have 11i1$17, in~rrmcs and a,ho call a:i'fOrrl 
lo snvl!, !:1111. lit> cnuntry I ;rJfnr'f lo rely 
O i l  onc r i n ~ p  or 3 r:mnll s~g111sllI' o f  %ociC!tl' 

writ abrontl in the I'ol.vn of clivi,de:rfls arlcl fo< 
lllnny otlicr I.C~SCIIS. Whnl: i8 m o i c  importanl 

I0 do nil tllc saving. Nor is :I11 0:C tliit: szvill::., 
11cing invcs1:cd in thi!i couni.ry. Some nt.n,,.-' 

i.: lo Iincl mcans by which ci~.n rcdistriblrir 
our rcoilninic &!sins to tlin hflliciiii o[ rill nllrl 
nt thc shmr t i inr? Lit: :,bl~' to i!il:~n,Ki XOIIIC' 01 
'lllese ~ n i n s  l o  ;ulnrc produc1:ion. 'l'llis is the 
Rovcnimrni's ohliption; i t  slloclrl Iinvc coma 
out with n p!qn in ~ : h c  paper I:r> ;~cliiclrc this. 
Tllc govwr.iin~mnr: rrcngnizcs that eacll potlrld 
"VPd ccpn goncra1.c th1;eu yrri1lli:ls ill blilll 

is, in :fact, rq~lilc! nll ackiqv,!ll~ont: tllat the 
gov~rnmenl.  hira dune so inucll \r,ithii, 3.1, !~llnrl: 
titne. Yc? orc  somctiriics wonders ivhy* clcs,, 
pile these i t:lic gnvcrnmcr~l srrrnrrll~rics 
refused solme ec!l~olarsl~il>s nli icl~ nrr giver1 10 
Kcnyo students, il.rid i n  fussy in dacicliiig lllosr~ 
~vlio call ,yo zl~r'oati nlirl llionv mlio ::horil,I 
stucly in our 'I<s.sl: Al'rican univsrsitiss. Ai-? 
we looliing at  n liifi: horst. i l l  i:llo lnol.ltl1 when 
we rclusc scllolc~l'sillps? 

I t  k4 ~ln]~ostarl t  11i;j,t *,,,.t: 5ll,>,,l<l 1;Ivc i>r:ic)rI' 
1j.e~ irl 1.r1l.i~litl~ t,c w11al we lack lvosl, 1 ~ ~ 1 1 :  til!s 
docs not mcnn that wc liovc to ;iToP PcoPl!! 
froin jiolng lo study rrhl'uacl :iust bscnlrse tlie!y 
ai:c no(: going for wlinl we wa:ll, then,, I:n siurig, 
]?ariiculal.ly mllcir 110 ull.: r:pl>lics for what \,VP 
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want our peoplc to, sl:ody, It shoirld bc realla- 
cd that one perscrn who goes out to sturly 
leaves a chance-in our universities .lor anotlicr 
person who would nc:,t otherwise have had tlic 
chance. Xt is the reason why tve shoulcl not 
he so  choofiy Xn wllat wc gel: In terms of 
scholarships. In  ftr.~:l, sooner or  later we are 
~ o i n g  t'o wlsh we d'id not lurn down somc 
of the s~holarships which we have hccn offer 
cd and that we had nol: been So choosy as  
ao discredit Ilvose 'who have offered 14s thosc 
schrlawhips. 

Wltile it is true that Kenya does not sufCer 
from forcljin excb:m!ye shortnges r'ight now, 
we cannot sa,y that  IN^ will not sut.Cer from 
It In thc ncar fut.urc. Wc should take meas" 
ure to encourage irkore import subst:it~~ting 
induslriea and 11avo selective colltrolf wlth 
high preference bciinr: given to  captial goods 
purchajecl from gl~t'oad A form o I  Import 
liccncing ought to Fx! introduced which will 
only hoolc st the goorils 1mport:ed in terms ol: 
l:heir contribution to g:rowtli and developmenl:. 
unless they are I:liin~,:s that wc do not p r o  
CIUCC O U C R ~ ~ V C S .  In I:l:~is w8.y we will he ablc 
l.0 make full usc of foreign exchange whlch 
wn can earn throLI&:l11 oui exports while a t  
tllc same time satirlfyllng Ihc needs which wo 
cannot satlsfy locally. 

Coming to  critica:l Issuea and ch~oices, it 
is  surprising that no @:enem1 mention id inad? 
of l:he dual charactcxistlc of our economy. How 
call we af1ord to i;:n'ore t:he poclzets of this 
economy whlch w e  uiiderclcvrloped without. 
some gosltive statcint~~nl: about their develop 
ment. In Kenya thcr colonial government only 
developed thc so-call,ed white areas. Tlvus wc 
find that tlie ccntral ]province, some parts of 
tlie Rllt Vallcy anrl rrome part:, of Kericlio 
arc devolopcd, in farming, roads, wnter 

poor area8 without even good road net- 
works I:o serve them. How arc  these areas 

1 systcms ancl the lilre when most of the Xorrncr r 
African Peserve nrcas arf eking a living 011 ' 

going tn he rnoneticr?d and bring drvelopmenl. 
when we do not cveli have the Inlrostru,cturn 
,on which developm~a~i'l: depends unless the 

i 
government takes a positivc stanrl and does 
somcthlng to correct thie lop~idcd way of 
devclopmcnt. 

The government tollcs of dealing Only with 
arcan where the returns out of any develop 
mcnt programme nre ostensible. But surely 

the r(?illms are low only because these arean 
are and wcre undeveloped in the beginning, 
Must wc bc so ~hort.sighl:ed nfl to loolc only 
into intcrincdiate gains whcn thesc arcas ntc 
t'otline in poverl'.y? In  these areas we find 
a lot of disguised uneinp1,oymcnt wlilcb, if 
we w-ere t:o plan sensibly, could IIC utllized 
t:o the hcncfit of soclety. Tlif govel'nmcnt 
says chnt peoplc who come into tlie cl+,lus in 
search of johs ~houlrl return I.o the land and 
fann it. This would have bcen more xensilllc 
i.P they had a land worth fanning. I wonder 
w1iel:lior I.he government reo.lly xncans t:hat a 
iilmily can live on an  ncre oC undevclopfd 
land. If 1:hes~ peoplc come out in scarcli 
o:C work, it is hecause they cannot make u I 

living cut of wliatevcr land they have Itad. 
' 

I1 i s  because thcse lands are unclcvcloped, It 
' 

is because lhesc lands are poor and il: is  bc- 
cause their inarainal productivity Is zero. Ill 

lact, their return t:o Ihe land is only 1:o stop 
them from contributing to ir~creased outpul. 
since thoac who remain on the land produce 
tlie Sam- amount of prorluct a8 whcn 1:liosc 
who coinc out: arc also on thc land. Tsn'l, 
lhis the reaaon why tlle government sh'oulfl 
find prnlr!cts eitllcr in T.he cities or ill ruIIR1 
art!ns wllicll could absorb illcin? 1It i s  11 

curious thing t;l?at tlic government does not 
recognize thcsc f a d s  in i ts policy pnpcr. 

,-.2-Tl~crc is a statemehi made on nationalizs- I 
1:ion. T ~ u e  therc are cases In  which nati~.mall. , 

zatlon is bad, but there are, lilccwlsc, quiic 
a fcw benefits to be derived 1:rom it. On this 
suh:ject, I would lilic to rerer the autllors to 
PruL Rron.[erl~rcnner's work on tlie "~ppealfi 
.Coy conrisculion in Economic ~ e v e l o p m c n t " ~  
Nationalization shoulil not bc looked a t  0lllY 
in terins of profitability al'one, bet at$,>, 01' 

even more, on the hcnefit to socicl:y 111at s~lcll 
$crviccs rcllcler and on ils impor-lancc in 2erlV5 
or public inlcl,est. If we were to look at tllesc 
things puroly on profitability, then t:hc rail' 
mays would not. hsvc heell hati~onalizcd vvnrrl? 
\wide since i t  is tllc lcasr profihrllc so tliat. 11' 

all countries it is subsidinecl by governmcnt~ , 

There is RlSO a stltcment l:llat n~ t io l i a l l aa~ io~~  
will apply to African en1:crprise. Bow can we 
talk: of nal:ionalizing Afrlcan enterprinc WhcJ1 

Ecoa. Dcvelogmcnt and C111,llrral cllanf" ' 
- Yol. 11.1, No. 3. April, 1955 pp. 201.18 
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such e~~te rpr i s f s  do not exist. J I  we are going 
to nationalize, we are going to nationalize 
what exisl:s anrl is ~vorth  natiox!:llizing. Rut 
thcse are European 6nd A s h  chterpriscs. 

One need not be a Kenyan 1:o note that, 
nearly a1 commercid fnterpriscir from small 
ahops in River Road lo big shnpa in Govern. 
ment Rond aud that 1nc~usl:rieY Ir.1 the Xndus. 
trial Areas of Nairobi a.se mf~stl :~ ownecl b, 1 
Asians and Europcans. One i?ee!d not hc a 
ltcnyan to note that most hotels ancl eI3t~P- 
tblnment places are owned Ely Aslans and 
Europeans. Onc need not bf a. Kenyan i.o 
notc that when ,one goes to a good sestaurnnt 
he nlostly f in ,d~  Astans and Europeans, nor 
has he to bc a Kcnynn to sec that thc inniority 
of carR running in Kcnya are r!:ln by Asinns 
nntj Europeans. I-Iow the17 can we say {hat 
we are going lo be Indiscr2minal.c ;n recllfyinfi 
Phase irnbalnnces? We have l,o gi,ve I:ho 
ACrican hls place In his own c:ountry and wc 

, have to glve him thls cconomlic power if he 
is going bo develop. The pap(!* talks o,f fear 

r oC retarding ~ r o w t h  If ~intlonaIi~~t!on or  PIIT. 
Chns~s o thcse enterprises n1.c made for 
Afrlcqns. But for wllom do w s  want to grow? 
In it tilc African who owns this country? Lf 
110 doefl, tlien wlry yhould he mlt ContPOZ the 
economic mean8 o:E growth in. 1:hia country 7 
It is mainly in thls country that one finds 
nlmoat everything owned by 1:1-1e aon.indlec 

\ nous popule,cc. The governn~ii!nt must do 
fiomcthlng about this and soon. P o r  ihese 
reasons, all paras, SO, 81, ?la, 83 and 84, in 
this sessional pnper are un:[oslunate In that 
~ I ~ O Y  did not state the problcint clearly and 
come out with possible Jolutinns. 

The paper t o ~ ~ c h e s  ,on recent: demographlc 
l:rcncls in this country and sa)'s .that Chr. pmPu. 
lotion is Knowing nt the rai:e of 3 pcr cent 
IJer Innurn or  mors. Tl'iif this is  a h ~ g h  

of population growth, bvl: we have lo 
look al: i t  in terms of the ]?l:)pulatian bnSc "" the area of ICenya. Surrly we arc not 
"I' oVWrpopuelted country. Vile have v s ~ t  

" Which aye lying idle or sparsely popu?at. " or which could he inhlbitnhlc i . ~  irrigatmn 
pmucr prajects wcyc to be under way. 

We cannot only absorh three! time$ the popu. 
lation we have now hut even more with proper 
planninp Further, we s ~ ~ o u l d  not: only ~ o o ~ i  " the gopulatinn as consumer*; of goods and 

; sCCvi~~s ,  but also a8 produ,ccrrr of these ~ o o d S  

a,nrl services. If we realize this then we 
should not be worried about thc rate of growth 
of population. AD we need to think of is to 
plan propfrly ant1 find projects, ~ i v e n  prio- 
rities, wl~ich will absorb this populace. In  
this way we will not only bc able to nbso~h 
the rlsing population growth, hut also the 
overwhelming disguified unemployment. 

On the quefltlon of pri'oritles, there is  
no thin^ moro demandlnp alld impor'tbnt now 
lhan the conwolldatinn and proper utilization 
o t  land in the fcrmcr African areas. After 
consolidntion, wc should introd~ioc modern 
farminn methods. C:onsolidstlon will acld 
relat.ivcly littlc Po output unl,ess produCtivity 
is increased and productivity can only be in- 
creased iI  the old mctho06 ancl bola ot  pro- 
duction are abandoned. T t  is the more realion 
w e  necd modern lnethocls of production, and 
on this respect the government wlIl have to 
play a11 active part, through tho purchase 
ancl loaning of more small mwhinery and 
lntcnslfying the training of peOplc on how l>o 
use I.hem in their 1 ~ 0 s  and teaching thcm 
in1:ensively ways of rotation of mops, firazinv 
ancl prevention of erosion. Furthcr l.hcre will 
be a necd for more model farins run by thc 
government as  cxample. The government 
instcad of worrying wi1:h the aettlcment 
8cl181ne6 sl~ould I Y ~ v c '  $l:arted With this in the 
he~inning. 

Thcre is a statemcnt in thc paper abolil 
cncouraclnfl tourism. R Is surpr$ing that 
thc governinent thJnk5 only about lotlees but 
not about making i t  cheap .so a9 to include 
thoge who are not so rich. hi the prefient 
I.imc, the cost of llving is  too h i ~ h  :for tourists. 
'Tile hotels charge erllorbitant. rates anC1 therc! 
nre no price controls so  that only Ihe very 
j-icl? can afford to come to Kcnya as tourlsts. 
I-iotv arc rve going to encourage tourism anrl 
on a wide hasls if we malw it  too expensive 
.[or the middle~class people? Thc F;ovet5nment 
ought to do something about thls. 

13cspitr my  remarks, it in laudable that 
the government cnmc out: with l l ic pnpcr. Rut 
this is not to aeny the fact that it cVul,d 
]lave been a bctter pa,per if Ihc uovcrnrncnt 
\"ere to look into prioriries and see them 
clearly within their context 80 the* their im- 
plcmentatlon could havc hnd a basis 011 Which 
to rely. Maybe it  Is better to have some thin^ 
perfunctorily done than none a t  all! 




