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Another Critique of Sessional Paper No. 10

BY BARAK H. OBAMA

Since many of the African countries
achieved their independence there has been
muech talk about African Sociallem.  More
over, thera has been ne individual or country
whicli hag at any time defined this socialism
nor hag there been any common ground
among the leaders as to what they meant
whin they tallzed of African Socialisra, Whaere,
then, could we ook for the definition of this
“em”? Tf it is accepled that it is the leaders
of a country who vsuelly formulate and define
ideslogies, then the only source fer this defi-
nition would he to get it from them either
throuph thelr apeeches, press reports or papers
or through their actions. So far the state-
mentz made by such leaders as President
Nkrurnah, Nyerere, Toure ete, have not had
mueh in commen. Likewise, the actions of
these leaders while diverting a little from the
capitalistic system have not by any means
been directed towards any particularly delined-
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ideology, he It scientific soclalism — inter
alia — cormmunism.

Ag a frst step, the Kenya Government
must bhe congratulated for it has tried to
clarify the situation in go far asg it is posgsible
to do sc in the light of ita planning needs
It not only specifies the objectives by which
this country should be guided, but states the
policies through which it hopes to fulfill these
ohjectives. It also sets out targets, taking
into account the priorities and shows ways
byr which to achleve these targets. The papet
goez Turther to deal with matters of wide
policy. The staterment about non-alignment
i3 for the flrst time explicitly expounded and
one cannhot help but bhe happy that those
who wrote this paper realized the importance
and the great urgeney of this policy state
ment. The paper realizes that, as is true of
any country, we must encourage internationsl
trade, lorelgn investments etc, since it is
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through fhese that we can hope ta get the
foreign cxchange which we &0 desperatsly
need for the purchases both nf capital goods
and constmer goods which we cannot preduce
jocally, thiereby enhancing development.

Cm population growth, the paper notes
pur high rate of growlh and recognizes that
this factor can be very detrimental to growth.
The paper recognizes the defriments and
adverse repercussions which nationalization can
nave on growth in this country, The policy of
the government in this paper ig to try to raise
per capita incomes. Thig, it recopnlzes it can
aly do by getting high rates of growth and
tn achieve this high rate of growinh there
musl he a hiph rate of capital accumulation.
mhe poverimment then tries to spell eut means
hy which it intends to encourage accumula-
¢ion and this 1s moest important for develop:
ment. It should be hoped that the government
shall find 1he means by which it intends to
achieve lhese objectives.

The title of the paper is given as “Afrlean
Goelalism and It Applicability to Planning in
Kenya”. One would wonder whather the title
in ot misleading. Is it Kenya Socialism that
we are talking about or African Sociallsm?

One would have beoen pleased to see Afri
con Socinlism  defined and how Kepys fits
Into this definition, and an Indication of those
vharnclerlstics in which Kenya is unique be-
forc otte cant think of the applicability of this
definition t» Kenya. The part which deals
with the applicability can be excused In =zo
[ar as the planning i¥ taking place in Kenya,
henee it has to he done within HKenya's pecu-
liar and unigque conditlons.  But this would
maan that e have defined the larger context
Lo, African Soclalfsm and that our plans,
while having poinis .of varlance, do not diverge
gy much from the defined context. Not only
would we question the ideology as undefined,
but we may lind resson to guestion the patlerm
of the plans as (o whether they follow the
condition prevailing within the country and
their practicahility.

The applicakility of planning within the
embrye of African Sociallsm, while essential-
Iy an economic matter, eannot be divorced
Irom the politico-gocio-cultural context in
which we find ourselves and as such we gheould
hot ignare these factors ag seem to have
“teurred i the Bessional Paper No. 100 To
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avoid jumping the pun, however, I wish to
follow step by step what hag been included in
the paper and analyze ezch point sequentially.

The firgt part of the paper deals with
wide topics such as the objectives of societies,
The paper states that there are wunjversal
desires of socleties and these Inelude political
aquality, social justice, human dignity and
Ireadom of conmgcience, freedom from wani,
disrase and exploitalioh, egqual spporiunities
and, lastly, a high and growlng per capita in-
come and equitable distribution. While ore may
question the univerality and precedence of
these ideals in all societies, let us assume
that wp talke these ag our fdeals and objec
tives in Kenya and assume that ag iz said
in the paper we want to satisfy these ohjeo-
Lives within the context of Afvican Socialism.

Weo have noted that Afriean Socialism is
undefined. We note alge s independence
irom foreign ldeclogies, but ihis is not a post
tlve degoription of an idea. Tt says that it
abhors foreign ideology, but what foreign
ideology 1s meant here? Does what oeeur
in Ghang, Tanzanla, Great Britain or the
75 A, considered foreign? When locked at
In this angle one Immediately notices the first
mistake vig, not defining African Sociglism
50 as to embody o crogsgsection of Africa as
the paper by its very title purports. Tt would
have Deen mare clear and loglstic to define
African Sociallsm and then gtate ifs indepen-

dence. After all, how cen one talk of the
independence of something people do not
now T

We then have a shovt description of Afri
can traditions and what these traditions imply
within contemporary soclety; yet the inter-
relations which this bears to what follows is
logt, Thias does not lead to any basle factors.
Ag an example, the African tradition is funda-
mentally based on communal ownership of
major means of produation and sharing of the
fruits of the Inbours, so expended n produc
tion, to the benefit of all; and yet the paper
asdvocates Iand title deeds and private owner-
ship of land -~ a major means of production,
How do these two conflicting farters reconcile,

Paragraphs 13 and 14 attempt to define
Afritan Socialism. Yet even these paragraphs
are ineomplete ag the very definition 1s lack.
ing. Tn fact, one wonders how the statements
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made here differ from sclientifle socialism un-
less one takes the statement “sociely in turn
will reward these efforts” to be different from
raward to each acesrdng to his needs”
Certainly, the prineiple iz the same. Tt js
only it the manner the prineciple i fTulfilled
that may differ, but this is frue in every
case that appllcabllity of ideologisg have to be
In accordance with prevailing circurnstances,

Tf one says that the Afrlcan society was
claggless as the paper pays, what 1s there to
stop it from being a clags society as time goes
on?  Is whal has been =ald in the paper, if
implemented, enough to cschew this danger?
It may be true that African traditions had no
parallels in European Feudal gociety so that
the problems arising there may not arise here,
but can one he as hilind as not to see that
all through the colomial period this same closs
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It is interestitg v note that the paper
recognizes failures of hoth Marxian socialism
and laissez-faire in solving these problems, yet
recognition only leads to trying new meang
of doing things and it is a for cry to say
that the blueprint put in the paper will enabie
ud to solve thermn. It iz bagically passive rathor
than actlve as I shall come to show later.

The paper thus poes into foreipn relations.
It is a tauiology to say that we want to he
independent of other couniries since every
country has always wished this. It would
have been more important to talk of how we
intend to braak our dependence on other coun-
trlzs politically and etonomically, since this is
fait accompil. Tt may he true that this iz

still the case becauvse of our lack of basic ve
sources and skilled manpower, yel ohe can
choose to develop by the hootstraps

rather

Mgtinction was transplanted here?

Can one deny that the African, while not
pPleazed with the syasiem, did not covet the
high place given to the European and Asian?
Can one deny the fact that we Africang have
likewizn staprted the sanmw thing and that we
have the haves and have-nots, which are poles
apart, both in the living sutroundings, seclal
eontacts, and language® How then ¢an we talk
of different causes to the same problems when
we should be talking of how to correct them?
Certainly it is solutiong that we are infevested
in and ocne eannot say that solutlons cannot
be the same where canges are different. The
guestion is how are we going is how are we
going fo remove the digparities in our country
stich as the soncentration of GConoLic power
in Aslan and European hands while not
destroying what has alresdy begn achieved and
at the same time assimilating these groups
tn build one country?

opinien on ¢communal ownership?

than become a pawn to some foraign nowers
such as Sekou Toure did. Whila the state
ment of tha policy »f vnonalighment is good
and encouraging, one would wish ta gee it put
inte practice,

Let tia examine the opersiing characteristice
of African Socialism as put down In the
paper. Mere the paper goes into uge and
control of resourged. The firal statement col-
perns conflivt of opinion on attitude toward
landownership, It is true that in most Alrican
acictieg the individual had sole right as t©
5110 uae of land and proceeds from it. He didh
wowever, own it only az a {rustes to the clan
tribe or gocicty. He could give it on loan 10
sumeone outside the trike fo use, but be had
no right to scll it outside the tribe. In fach
most of our wars were fought because of
land. How then can there be & conflict of
The papcl
ghould have made this point quite clear. The
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paper on the other hand leaves the question
there and only plunges into the use of re-
sources How can one talk of use, whether
proper or jmproper, before ons defines the
owning unit and the rights therenf? Tt 1s true
that proper uses of resources are of para-
mount importance if we are golng to increase
both productivity and per caplisa incomes, but
we cannot deal with this unless and until we
deal with ownerghip and within the African
roclalistie system,

The paper goes further to say that these
traditions cannot be caried on indiscriminately
in a modern, monctary economoy. This curious,
unless the paper means that what js produced
communally is unsellable, The
that because of vredit requirements {here has
to be land titles and registration. If this is
the case, must these land titles and registra-
tions be done on individual cvwnership? Does
it mean that co-gperatives cannot be registered:
or that what is owned in ¢comrmen eannot have
title deeds? Is communal owmnershlp of land
incotnpatible with Jland congolidation? 1t Is
surprising that one of the best African tradi
tions is not only being put aside in this paper
but even the principle is not being recognized
and ecnhanced. It iz true that mizsmanage-
ment can occur both in private as well as In
public ownership, but we ought to look at
e matter within the soclal context. Looked
at this way, we can aveid acphomic power
concentiration and bring standardized use and
control of resources through public ownership,
let alope the equitable disiribution of econ-
omic gains that would fellow. One need not
talk of state ownership of everything from a
small garden to a big farm. One need only
losk &t the problems now enceuntered in get
ting lands conszolidated In seme areas. Will
this be easily done through individual acilon,
through co-pperatives or through government
Owhership? Reallzing social ptickiness and
inflexibility and looking at the sociely's dis-
lrust of shange, one would see that, if left to
the Individual, consolidation will take a long
time to come. We have to lock at priorities
in terms of what is good for society and on
this basis we meay find it necessary to force

Prople to do things they would not do other
Wisg,

Wauld it not scem, then, that the govern.
Ment could bring more rapid conselidation

paper Says‘)

)
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through clan co-operatives? Individual inita-
tive is not usually the best method of bring-
Ing land reform. BSince proper land use and
epntrol is very impertant if we are going to
overcome the dual character of our economy
and thereby increase productivity, the govern-
ment should take a positive stand and, if heed
be, foree people to consolidate through the
easiest way, which, I think, would be through
clan co-operatives rather than through individ-
ual initlatlve. If one were to suppose that
the state iz an ipstrument of society and if
the soclety repards growth as well as the cor-
rection of the lopsided development which
has characterized this couniry as important;
then, the socjety, through the government, |
which is its instrument, should enforce means/
by which this growth and chanpe can be
brought about. This 1s not incompatible with
the objectives enumerated in the first part of
the paper. If the government should, however,
feel that individual owmership 1=z the hest
policy to take in order to bring develvpment,
then it should restrict the size of farms that
can be owned by one individual throughout
the country and this should apply to every-
body from the President to the ordinary man.
On class problems, the paper states that

since there Was Tiot sich a thing in Afriea,
the problem s that of prevention. This g to
igniore the truth of the matter. One wonders
whether the authors of the paper have not
noticed that a discernible class structiure has
emerged in Africa and perlicularly in Kenya.
While we welcome the idea of prevention, we
should also try to curc what has slipped In.
The elimination of foreign ecenomic and polit-
ieal domination i€ o good gesture towards
thiz, so are plans to develop in order o pre-
vent antagonistic classes. But we also need
to eliminate power structures that have heen;

built through excessive accumulation so that)

not only & few individuals shall control a vast:
magnitude of resources as is the case now. Tt
iz a cage of cure and prevention and not pre-
vention alpne. The paper saya that the principle
of political equality eliminates the use of gcon.

- omlc power as a political base. It is strange that

the government tan say thiz when, wherever
we go, in America, in Africa, in Europe, the
dollar, the proud and thc mark have been
used as political weapons despite professed
ideqlogies. Tt is good fo be opthmistic, but
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5o long A5 we maintain freo enterprize one
cannot, deny that some will accumulate more
than others, nor i3 it unlikely that in 4 couns
try with low per caplta incomes, {0 subject
the poor into submitting te political ideclogiey
and io perguade them to vote for those who
nifer them meney, would not be difficult and
hag, in fact, been oecurring.

We then turn to foreign investors. Hare the |
paper outlines how foreign investors can take
an actlye part in the development of the
country and outlines areas of goclal responsl-(
hlity In which they can {ake part. These
are: meking  #hares avallable for Africans,
emploving Africans on management lovals “as
#oon as qualified people can he found and
providing  walning  facilities for Afvicans'.
WNoble as these objectives are, oue saunoi fail
to see that the government 13 not committed

to any specific and aclive tolicy in guiding ™

foreign investors e forelgn commerdial fivma
to intgrate themselves within the Kenya
SCOemy.

It i3 trne that we do nol have many
people qualified to take up managerial posi-
tions In  these enferprises nor ithose who
could participate Intelligently in pollcy-making
funetions,  Bub this is net to say that there
are noue. At present, many highly ouallfled
Africans are employed by commercial firms
and are given very pompoug titles. This i
done only for publicity, If one were o o
into the workings of these companies, how-
aver, one would find that they actually have
ng volce in the compamnies which glve them
those high titles. ey positions should be
Aflricatized., They are given public re-
lations worls which iz the ondy high position
an African has Reld in commercial firms and
this is understandable, o they are madc
directors In name hut lack Tmowledge about
the company’'s workings 50 thal they are
rubber stampd of what is declded. How can
thiz po op with the governrent’d lkhowledga
without her taling a positive stand by seceing
to it thal real Africanization ls taking place?
Certainly foreigpnm commersisl fivms are not
going to push thiz enough unless the govern-
metil takes a positive stand

It 1a “strange” {o note that gome of the
very big commercial firmes deal in some pro-
ducts which are the lifelblood of this country
hut without the people of this cowilry taking
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an active part In the fortnulation of policias
thereof. Tf some of these lirms were o stop
functioning today the coumtry would be at
a astandstill.  Let the government take an
active part in these spheres and see Lo it that
the people are actively represented in thom.
It ig true thet there iz lack of askilled man-
power in the eountry, bul T would rather that
the few we have were properly used for the
benelit of the country hy giving them respon-
sibla positiony in commercial fivms ag 15 be-
ing done In public bodies, The governmant
should not only talle of training those who
gre not yet qualified but should also see to
it that those who are qualified are given
opportunities to do something for the coun
try. It is strange fo talk of Iack of skilled
manpower when the few who are availahle
are not utilized fully.

The paper wishes fo encourage domestic
accumulation. This is a good gesture except
fof thetitdatlying assumption which one only
reads between the lines, that it is Individusl
‘private enterprise and businesz that fends to
j‘\‘?gncoumge aceymulation.  True, in the paper
“there is & reallzation that taxation can be
uged as & means of forced saving, but it Is
given a secondary place in this respect. Certain-
ly there is no limit to taxation if the henafitz
derlved from public services by soclely meas-
ure up 1o the <ozt in taxation which they
have to pay. It i5 a Iallacy to say (hat there
is this Hmit and it is a fallacy to rely mainly
on individual free enterprise to get the sav-
ings. How are we golng to rid ourselves of
poohomic power concemtration when we, in
our blueprini, tend towards what we ourgelves
diseredity In paragraph 47 the paper states
that the company form of busginess organiza-
tion is a departure froms the divect individual
ownership typieal of Marx's day., Yet one
who has read Marx cannot fall to see (hat cor™
porations ave not only whal Marx vreferred to
as the advanced stage of capitalism but Mark
even called it finance capitalism by which &
few would control the finances of so many
and through thizs have not only econamic
power but pelitical power as well,

On the subject of application of Afriean
Sociallsin to pianning in Kenya, the emphasis
iz plit on cconomie growth, While recogniZ
ing the importange of prowth, one can &M
phasize it to the detriment of cther objectives

|
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We should not only put all our efforts on forcign aid aned asslstance. Is not thiz the
growth, but sheuld cover g wider subjeets Teason the government ghould tax the rich
whichh is development. We can have a high more s0 as to penérate high tax surpluses?
rate of growth economically and yet not Thecratically, there 18 nothing that can
devalop  beth  economically, politieally and stop the government from taxing 100 per caht
gocially, A paper such sg thiz one, produced of income go long as the people pel henolits
by the govermment, which should bhe and is from  the governtment commensurate with
a blueprint of the country's policles, cannot their Income which s taxed. Asgsuming that
confine itgelf to mundane and pisayune factors development and the achievement of a high
when it ought to deal with development which per capita income ig # henelit to society as
ineludes prowth. Hurely thiz is the move an- a whola T do not zes why the goverfment
compagsing subject which the paper should camol tax thoze who have more and gyphon
have deall with fully. some ol these revenucs into savings which
I am glad this paper notes what we are can be ulilized in investment for future devel-
short of and secks ways to correct these ommnent, thereby reducing our relinnee on
shortages. Yet recognition of what we are Toreign aid.
ghort of 13 not the reallzalion of why we The paper notes  Jack of gualitied :mr.l>
are short of therm nor how we ecan remedy gleilled manpoveetr. Training must be expand.
these shovtapes. To say that per caplta in- cil =0 that our already gqualificd manpower
corics are low is a thing that any man can can gain the cxperience to participate lully
dcr.  Likewise, to say that we are short of i advanelng development while tho unguali-
domestic eapilal basause of the low rate off fled. Through =zome of the statistics piven
saving is a fawtology. The ressons are that on paragraph 832 one can see what we have
the majarity of the populace have such a low avd what we laclk in terma of skilled man-
pen gﬂpj.t.-_:\ incoms that i1 iz almost impor-aaib]p. power and the period it tnkez to train jt. It

for them to save. There is a omall minority iz, in fact, oguite an  achieverent that the
of people and worse sUill, on & vacial basis, government has done so much within a short
who have high incomes and wha can aiford time. Vet one sometines wonders why, des
o save, byt no country can afford io rely pile these facis, the government somatimes
on one group or o =mall sspmenl of Society refused some gcholarships which are given 1o

}ﬁ.d” all the saving. Nor is &ll of this savini™  Kenyp students, and is fussy in deciding those
- 3 i Jate . . - N et F
eing invested in this counlry. Some oare who can go aproad and those who should
study in our EHast African universities., Are

sent abroad In the form of dividends and for’
many ether reagons. What is move important . .

v P we looking at a pift horse in the mouth when
we refuse schiolarships?

is 10 find mweans by which we can redigtribute
our ecopornic gaing to the banefit of all and

ot the same time be able to channel some of Tt ig important that wo ghonld give prior
these gains to future production. Mhis is the tiee in trainine to what we lacic mest, bul this
government’s oblipation; it showld have come does not mean that we have to stop peopls
out with a plap in the paper o achieve this, from polng to study abroad just because they
The government recognizes that each pound are not going for what we want them to study,
Baved can ponerabe three pounds in both particularly when no oie opplies fov whal wo
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want our people to shudy. It should be realiz-
cd that one person who goeg ot to =study
leaves a chance-in our universities lor another
person who would not otherwise have had the
chance. ' Tt is the reason why we should not
be so choosy In what we get In lerms of
scholarships. In fact, gooner or later we are
going to wish we did not turn down some
of the seholarships which we have been offer.
e and that we had not heen so choosy ag
to disoredit those who have offered ws those
scholarships.

Wihile it iz true that Kenya does not suller
from forelgn exchange shoriages rvight now,
we camnot say that we will not suffer from
it 11 the near future, We should take meas.
ure {o encourage more import substituting
industries and have selsctive contrels with
high praferefice heing given to captlal goods
purchased from abroad. A form of Import
licencing otght to be introduced which will
only look at the geoods imported in terms of
tleir contribution to growth and development,
uniess they ars things that we do not pro.
duce ourgelves. In thiz way we will be able
ta make full use of foreign exchange which
we can earn through our exports while at
the same time satisfylng the needs which we
cannot satlsfy locally,

Coming to critlesl lssueg and cholees, il
is surprising that no general mention is made
of the dual characteristic of our economy. How
can we afford to ignore the pockets of thia
cgonomy which are  underdeveloped without
some positive statement about their develop-
ment. In Kenya the colonial govertiment only
developed the so-called white areas. Thus we
find that the central province, gome parts of
the RIft Valley and some parts of Kericho
are developed, in farming, rvoadg, water
gystems and the lilea when most of the former
Afriean reserve arcas are eking a living on
poor arest without even good road nel-
works (o serve them. How are these areas
going to be monetized and bring development
when we do not even have the Infrasiructure
on which development depends unless the
government takes a positive stand and does
something to corvect this lopsided way of
development.

The government talks of dealing only with
arcas where the returns cut of any develop-
ment programme are ostensible. But surely

T T
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the refurng are low only because these areap
are and were undeveloped in the beginning,
Must we be so short-sipghted as to look only
into intermedijgle gains when {Mese areas arc
rotling in poverly? In these areas we find
a lot of disgulsed unemployment which, if
wa were to plan sensibly, could he utllized
to the benefit of soclety. The government
sayy thal peaple who eome into the elfles in
search of jobs should return {o the land and
farm it. Thiz would have been more sensible
if thay had a land worth farming. I wonder
whether ihe gpvernment really imeans that a
family can live on an acre of tundeveloped
land. If thege people come owl it dearch
of work, it iz hecause they cannot male 4
living out of whatever land they have had
It iz because these lands are undeveloped, it
iz hecause thesc lands are poor and it is be
canse their marginal productivity 15 zero. In
fact, their return teo the land is only o stop
them from contributing to Increased output
slnee those who remain on the land produce
the same amounit of product as when those
who come out are alse on the land,  Isw't
this the reason why the government should
find projects either in the cities or in ruxsl
arecas which ¢ould absorb them? Tt s 4
curious thing that the government does not
recognize these facils in its policy paper.

~There iz a statewment made on nationalizz-
(ﬁon. True there are cases In which nationall
zation is bad, but there are, likewlse, guile
a few benetfits to be devived from it. On this
subject, I would like to vefer the authors to
Prol. Bronflerbrenner’s work on the “Appeals
fov confiscation in Economic Developmeni™
Nationalization should not be looked at only
in terms of prelitability alone, but alse, oF
even move, on (e benefit to sociely that such
gervices render and on its importance in term?
of public interest. If we were to look af thest
things purely on profitability, ihen ihe rall
ways would not have beeén hationalized world:
wide #inee it is the least profitable se that in
all countries it is subsidized hy government
Thare ig Also a statement that rationalization
will apply to African emterprise, How can WE

1alk of netionalizing Afrlean enterprise whel
—

*  Feon. Development  and Culiural chapﬁ‘"'
— Vol IIT, No. 3, April, 1935 pp. 201-18.
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such enterprises do not exist. I we are going
to nationallze, we afe going to nationalize
what exists and is worth nationalizing. But
these are Furopean and Aslan enterprises.

One need not be & Kenyan o note that

nearly al commercial enterprises from smally

ghopa in River Road to hig shops in Govern-
ment Hoad and thal industries in the Indus.
trial Areas of Najrobi are mostly ocwned b
Asians and Eupopeaps. One mesd not be a
Kenyan to note that most hotels and enter
tainment places are ownped by Aslany and
Europeans. One heed not be & Kenyan io
note that when one gogs to o good restaurant
he mostly finds Aslans gnd JBuropeans, nor
has he Lo be a Kenyan to see that the majority
of cars running in Kepya ave run hy Asgians
and Europeans. How then can we say that
we are going o be indiscriminate in rectifying
ihese imbalances? We have 1o pgive the
African hiz place in his own country and we
have to pive him thls economic power if he
& going to develop. The paper talks of fear
of retarding growth If naflonalization or pur.
chases of these enterprises are made fov
Afriegns. But for whom do we want fo grow?
Is it the African who owng thiy country? If
he does, then why should he ot contrel the
dconomie means of growth in this country 7
It is mainly In this country that one finds
almost everything owned by the nondndige:
nous  populace. The government must do
#0mething about this and soen. For these
teagons, all paras, 850, 31, %% 83 and 5 In
this sessional paper are unfortunate In that
they did not state the problem clearly and
Come out with possible solutions.

The paper touches on recent demographle
irends in this country and says that tle popw
lation is growing at the rate of 3 per cent
ber anhum or more. True this is a Nigh
rate of population growth, but we have io
look at it in terms of the population base
2 the ayea of Kenya. Surely we are not
M overpopualted country. We have vast
ar2as which are lying idle or sparsely populat-
®d or which could be inhabitable if irrigation
and propey projects were to be under way.
m tannot only abszorb three times the popu-

o1 We have now. but ¢ven more with proper
g,&a?“mg- Furthar, we should not only look
. he population ag consumers of goods and
"eTVices, but also ag producers of these goods

JULY, 1953

and services. If we realize this then we
should not be worried about the rate of growth
of population. All we need to think of is to
plan preperly and find projects, given pric-
rities, which will absorb lhis populace. In
this way we will not only be able to absorb
the rising population growth, bhut also the
overwhelming disguised unemploymant.

On the question of priorities, there is
nothing more demanding and important now
than the consolidation and proper utilizatlon
of land in the former African areas. After
consolidation, we should intreduse modern
farming methods. Consolidation will add
relatively little to cutput upless productivity
ig increaged and productivily can only be in-
creased if the old moethods and teols of pro-
ductign are abandened. If is the more reason
we need modern methods of production, and
on- thig respect the govarnmenti will have to
play an active part, through the purchase
and loaning of more gmall toachinery and
intensifying the training of people on how to
use them in their lands and teaching them
intensively ways of rotatien of ¢rops, grazing
and prevention of erogion. Further there will
be a need for tmore model farms run hy the
government as example, The government
instead of wortying with the seltlement
schemes should have started with this in the
beginning.

There is a statement in the paper about
encouragipg tourism. It {s surprising that
the govermment thinks only about lodges but
not about making it cheap 5o =4 to include
thoge who are not so rich. At the present
time, the cost of living is too tigh lor tourlsts,
The hotels chatge exhorbitant rates and there
are no prliee contrels so that only the very
rich can afford to come to Kenya as tourists,
How are we going to encourage tourism angd
on a wide baslz if we make it too expensive
for the middie-class people? The government
ought to do somecthing about this.

Duspite my remarks, it is laudable that
the governmernt camie cut with the paper. But
this is not to deny the fact that it cowld
have beert a better paper if the government
were to lpols into priorities and see them
clearly within their coptext so that their im-
plementation could have had a basis on which
to reiy, Maybe it s betler to have something
perfunctorily done than mone at alll





