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As we've seen these past couple of weeks, we've got a problem in our caucus -- while we have been busy stocking up on & i
ogin
more Democrats, fact is the good ones are being swamped by the bad ones. X ’ = |
* Lose Your Password?

N{.mr we're _al a d|.sad1.r£.mtage vis a vis AT&T. We don't have the m||||!:|ns tu.ju purnp.mtu.:r campaign coffers, nor the lu:rbbw%t.s to e ol
twist arms in Capitol Hill. And those Democrats feel safe. Many are in solid (D) districts and have no fear of the opposition. =

Or they are in tough districts, and think that they are solid given the Republican alternatives. And that was certainly the Advertising

case when we were in the minority or even with our tighter current majorities. Framium A

But things have changed. Democrats currently have a 37-seat majority in the House — larger than any enjoyed by the GOP Advertiss
during its reign of corruption starting in 1994, That means that if we win 32 seats, well within the realm of possibility, we'll Sanant ade

have a 101-seat majority in the House. Even if we gain a more realistic 20 or so seats, we're still talking a 77-seat majority. P

And that'll give us breathing room to begin holding our party accountable.

Remember, we don't have the millions to compete with AT&T's lobbyists, and our best-crafted arguments can be easily
ignored. All the while, Steny Hoyer buys loyalty by tirelessly campaigning and raising money for his fellow Democrats. 5o
how can we overcome those obstacles?

Primaries.

So 2010 is going to be the year we pivot from taking control of our government, to holding out accountable. Like Al Wynn
this year, the corrupt, the tone-deaf, and the reactionary within Democratic ranks will face the possibility of primary battles.
The infrastructure we're building will be available for those courageous enough to take on the entrenched elite. But when

50 STATE

we have candidates that inspire, and can develop the alternate funding sources to finance them, the combined might of the c T R A —|— E =\
Pelosis and Hoyers won't be enough to effect change. Just ask Donna Edwards. - =

Barack Obama is committing

S0 you're angry about the Democratic capitulation? Don't take it out on the party. More House Democrats voted against ’E’Snuﬁf“ ”‘Ekf’df""e"-'-’ S
) i . o . k a "battleground state.”
this abomination than voted for it. The party isn't the problem, it's too many of its elected members that have forgotten who DemocraticStuff is joining the
they serve and wivy. Hint: It's not ATET lobbyists, it's not Steny Hoyer, and it's not access to their checks. effort with our % Get Local
line of buttons, t-shirs, stickers
You want to do something? If your local congresscritter is one of the bad apples, start organizing locally. Plug into existing and mare.
networks or start your own. Begin looking for primary challengers. Do the groundwork. Don't expect help from the local
party establishment, they'll close ranks. So tap into alternate infrastructures. Find allies in the progressive movement. If Take a loak at our state-
your local shitty Democrat is anti-union, approach the unions. They'd love to send this kind of message. If the Democrat is sm'ﬁcﬂsmwzsnﬁﬁlamm'
anti-choice, work with the women's groups. If the Democrat is anti-environment ... you get the idea. If you have access to % supporting Dem
professional networks and money, start organizing those. candidates in your area.

Of course, this takes more than just bitching about your frustrations on a blog, damning a whole party for the actions of a

minority more scared of Mr. 28% than of protecting the Constitution they swore to protect. This takes hard worle. But now is
the time to start. Advertisers

We Can Solve It

Adver

And while people like me will focus on the task at hand this year, it won't be long after Election Day that we'll start looking

- -
at the 2010 map, looking for those great primary challengers. JDII‘I Al GD!'E in
. _ _ , supporting
Whao to primary? Well, I'd argue that we can nammow the target list by looking at those Democrats who sold out the EDlUtiDI'IS to thE
Constitution last week. I've bolded members of the Blue Dogs for added emphasis. . . s
climate crisis.
Ackerman, Gary (NY-05)  Donnelly, Joe (IN-02) Mitchell, Harry (AZ-05)
Altmire, Jason (PA-04) Edwards, Chet (TX-17) Moore, Dennis (K5-03)
Arcuri, Mike (NY-24) Ellsworth, Brad {IN-08) Murphy, Patrick (PA-08) Join @ today.
Baca, Joe (CA-43) Emanuel, Rahm (IL-05) Murtha, John (PA-12)
Baird, Brian (WA-03) Engel, Elliot (NY-17) Ortiz, Solomon (TX-27)
Barrow, John (GA-12) Etheridge, Bob (MC-02) Mancy Pelosi (CA-08) ﬁ
Bean, Melissa (IL-08) Giffords, Gabrielle (AZ-08) Perimutter, Ed (CO-07) T -
Berkley, Shelley (NV-01)  Gillibrand, Kirsten (NY-20) Peterson, Colin (MMN-07) others in supparting solutions
Berman, Howard (CA-28) Gordon, Bart (TN-08) Pomeroy, Earl (MD-AL) to the climate crsis. Join We
Berry, Marion (4R-01) Green, AL (TX-09) Rahall, Mick (MM-03) today.
Bishop, Sanford (GA-02) Green, Gene (TX-25) Reyes, Silestre (TX-16) TRRY [ &
Bishop, Timathy (NY-01)  Gutierrez, Luis (IL-04) Richardson, Laura (CA-37) GENERATION KILL on
Boren, Dan {OK-02) Harman, Jane [(CA-36) Rodriguez, Ciro (TX-23)

Boswell, Leonard (14-03) Hastings, Alcee (FL-23) Ross, Mike (AR-04)
Boucher, Rick (VA-09) Herseth Sandlin, 5. (S0-AL) Ruppesberger, Dutch (MD-02)

SENERATIGN

Boyd, Allen (FL-02) Higgins, Brian (NY-27) Salazar, John (CO-03)

Boyda, Mancy (KS5-02) Hinojosa, Ruben (TX-15) Schiff, Adam (CA-29) Klll

Brown, Corrine (FL-03}) Holden, Tim (PA-17) Scott, David (GA-13) -
Butterfield, G.K. (NC-01) Hoyer, Steny (MD-05) Sestak, Joe (PA-0T) 5 ;

Cardoza, Dennis (CA-18) Kanjorski, Paul (PA-11) Sherman, Brad {CA-2T) . _""

Carney, Chris {PA-10) Kildee, Dale (MI-05) Shuler, Heath (NC-11) /

Castor, Kathy (FL-11) Kind, Ron (WI-03) Sires, Albio (MNJ-13)

Cazayoux, Don (LA-0G) Klein, Ron {FL-22) Skelton, ke (MO-04)

Chandler, Ben [KY-0E) Lampson, Nick (TX-22) Smith, Adam {WA-09)

Childers, Travis (M3-01) Langewvin, Jim (RI-02) Smyder, Vic (AR-02) .
Cleaver, Emanuel (MO-05) Lipinski, Dan {IL-03) Space, Zach (OH-18) Et?;l:::. m:n‘"‘ei"’;’ﬁ::g::“
Clybumn, James (SC-06)  Lowey, Nita (NY-18) Spratt, John (SC-05) miniseries from the creator
Cooper, Jim (TN-05) Mahoney, Tim (FL-15) Stupak, Bart (MI1-01) of The Wire offers a first-hand
Costa, Jim {CA-20) Marshall, Jim (GA-08) Tanner, John (TH-08) narrative account of the young
Cramer, Bud (AL-05)  Matheson, Jim (UT-02)  Ellen Tauscher (CA-10) B;“ﬂrl'iﬁlﬁi::fl :;';‘_ F;‘“':‘;’;EEH
Crowiey, Joe (NY-07) McCarthy, Carolyn (NY-04)  Taylor, Gene (MS-04) Kill starts July 13 at 9pm. Only
Cuellar, Henry {TX-28) Mclntyre, Mike (MC-07) Thompson, Bennie (M3-02) on HBOL

Dravis, Artur (AL-0T) McNerney, Jerry (CA-11) Udall, Mark {CO-02) Read m

Davis, Lincoln (TH-04) Meeks, Gregory (NY-08) Wilzon, Charles (OH-0E)

Dicks, Morman (WA-06)  Melancon, Charlie (LA-03) Yarmuth, John (KY-03 —
Classifieds

; e : : e Banned Shirts Back in Stock!

Mot all of these people will get or even deserve primaries, but this vote certainly puts a bulls eye on their district. If we can Six =iates have outlawed or

field enough serious challengers, and if we repeat the Donna Edwards and Joe Lieberman stories a few more times, well “Bush Lied They Died” shirts. A
class-action lawsuit seeks 340

then, our elected officials might have no choice but to be more responsive. Because if we show them that their AT&T BILLIOM in damages because
lobbyist buddies can't save their jobs, they'll pay more attention to those who can. we sell anti-war shirts that list
Tames of 4,058 LS. froops
p.s. Four Blue Dogs voted to protect the Constitution — Baron Hill (IN-09), Mike Michaud (ME-02), Loretta Sanchez k':';g;“t;ﬁ';lé m‘zﬂtsrstpeglu';fﬂm
(CA-47), and Mike Thompson (CA-01). They apparently realized that being supposed "moderates” didn't necessitate shirt or donate to our legal
selling out to Constitution for George Bush's imperial presidency. ST LR Y s
g g P P Cy liberal bumper stickers, bumper
magnets. fridge magnets, bike
stickers & buttons. Great
OBAMA stickers &
shirts. Largest selection of
: o : "COEXIST stickers on the Web.
Tags: House, Senate, FISA, 2010 (all tags) :: Previous Tag Versions Crganic COEXIST shirts.
) Exit Strategy End the War
Permalink | 486 comments NOW
. ) ) Sooner or later all freedom
Comments: Cj. Expand D Shrink D Hide (Ahways) | @ Indented O Flat (Blways) bowing Americans wil realtse

that the only way to stop those
whio would bleed our nation dry,
dismantle our constitution, and
dissolve our national
sovereignty is to say | will not
wiork for you, buy from you,
that Leonard Boswell had an opponent last month and | never saw a front page diary on that race. It fight f‘f" Yo o die for you, until
the criminals are gone from the
would have been nice. halls of our government. Shut
'Em Down! When Bush says o
shop, WE MUST STOP!

Cinnsnmer Fast on now

¥ L will say (15+/0-)

by lowaEdwardsSupporter on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:47:42 AM PDT
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Daily Kos: 2010 will be primary season

+ |z it safe to say (3+ (0
He could be the first in the blue to orange primary program in 20107

Remember, the first time isn't always the charm.

Republicans are not a national party anymore.

by jalapeno on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:12 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Well, we don't have to wait until 2010 to primary (194 0.}

Bushdog John Barrow. He's is likely to lose his primary on July 15 to Regina Thomas,
http:fireginathomas4congress.comi... . The primary is July 15th with early voting staring July 7.
¥ou can donate here hitps:lizecure.actblue.com|

If the FISA bill gets delayed until after the July 4th recess, her primary success could serve as an
additional warning to the Bushdogs.

by buckhorn okie on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:04:47 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w This is really the difference between (21- [ 0-)
Being a Movement Versus a Party.

The "Conservative Movement” was not identical to the Republican party until they captured total
control over it. This year, conservatives ARE sitting on their hands because they don't believe John
McCain is one of them.

They may be congenital idiots when it comes to issues, but they are RIGHT about politics. In the
future, the Republican party will NOT nominate anybody they don't approve of. Watch and see in 2010
as their "real conservative” emerges in opposition o Obama.

We need to do the same thing. We need to have the discipline to put our principles first sometimes or
we'll just continue to be ignored.

We hawven't shown the Democratic party that we are more than a pep squad to give them money and
support and then shut up in the name of "party unity.”

The pep squad doesn't get asked what they think of the coaches’ game-plan. Their job is just to go
"Rah! Rah! Go team! Big Blue! Yay!™

Well screw that. We have to beat these fools and corrupt 5.0.8.5 who place Telecom lobbying
money ahead of the Constitution that we're NOT their friends and that they better damn well
pay attention to us or ELSE.

The Republicans have accomplished this. Now it’s our turn.

by Cugel on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:18:04 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w 23 diaries, 273 comments ever [+ 0-)
for this person. Why are many of the most ferocious voices condemning so many members of the
Democratic Party names that | don't recognize from the site, people seemingly attracted here today by
the scent of Democratic biood in the water?

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:46:28 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Some just won't be able to be touched unless with (1« 0.)

another Blue Dog. Jim Cooper for example, or anyone from TN, You just won't get a progresive
elected from this state. It's just the way it is. We'll have to live with some regardiess. Plus, Cooper, or
anyone who runs from his district isn’t going to oppose AT&T. They have a huge district HQ here with
thousands of jobs.

Wish we were more progressive.
"Dear Mr. President, there are (oo many states nowadays. Please eliminate three. | am not a
crackpot.” - Grandpa Simpson

by ourhispanmicvoices on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:20:43 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w you forgot TN-09 {2+ [ 0-)

Representative Steve Cohen is not a Blue Dog. Of course TH-02 is not typical of Tennessee.

I'm not a Limousine Liberal; | am a Prius Progressive

by Zack from the SFV on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:46:29 PM POT
[ Parent ]

¥ Kos? (3+/0.)

Why are many of the most ferocious voices condemning so many members of the
Democratic Party names that | don't recognize from the site?

I'm pretty sure Kos has been around here for a while. | recognize the name, anyway. Though | can't
recall any other diaries specifically, the name does have a certain.. familiarity.

| don't know if he's attracted by the scent of blocd in the water, though. Could be.

by Don MacDonald on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:18:53 PM PDT
[ Parent]

v Cute (0+0-)

Re-read or re-understand. | was responding to a particular comment, eh?

Jofin MoCain's Court will overturm Roe; don't kid yourseif.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:44:37 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w which one? | didn't follow it either. (1+/0.)
Republicans don't have 60 votes, and it doesn't seem fo bother them one hit.

by diemnich on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:05:04 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Which comment was | replying to? [0+ /0.

U, the one to which | replied by clicking "Reply to This," cld-timer.

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself,

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
https://getfireshot.com
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by Seneca Doane on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 12:31:49 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Fuck that. {3+ 1-}

23 diaries and 273 comments makes you an gutsider? Bullshit You've managed to tempt me to give
you an HR, because not only do | disagree with that, | just don't see how it advances the debate. But
I'd rather HR people | agree with, it's easier to rust my judgement there.

by homung on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 03:16:56 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Well *of course® you feel that way (0+ / 0.}

given your 22 diaries and 411 comments. No, that doesn't make you an "outsider.” But what I'm
seeing in this diany are a lot of people who don't often participate very much in site discussion — along
with some who do, of course — brought out by the tasty fantasy of lopping off heads wholesale in the
Democratic caucus and somehow replacing them all with more progressive voices, without losing
seats to Republicans, and apparently without changing the values and voting preferences of the
electorate.

A& lot of people who celebrate this position are well known to people who participate here frequently.

Even if | disagree with them, | know where they're coming from and respect it {to varying degrees) for
what it is. Butwhen people who don't participate much suddenly show for Shit On Democrats Day --
well, it makes me wonder.

| doubt that some of the people standing on chairs clapping for Kos's brave declaration of (maybe) war
{to some extent) against all (we'll see what we can do there) apostacy really have much dewvotion fo
the Dremocratic Party as a vehicle of change -- rapid change if possible, slow and steady change as
need be. Instead, | think some peopie just like the fantasy of being part of a powerful enough
movement to scare people who aren’t doing what we want -- but aren't willing to put in the efforts and
make the compromises that are needed to do that.

Now, go ahead and HR me if you actually think that an expression of this sentiment should be hidden
from view. Don't worry about my retaliating; | post here a lot and | know and follow the rules, including
the one against HRs for mere disagreement.

John MceCain's Court will overtum Roe; don't kid yourseif.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 05:36:32 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ That one deserves no HR (1+/0-)

because it talks about a rational criterion for "outsider”:

much devotion to the Democratic Party as a vehicle of change -- rapid change if
possibie, slow and steady change as need be.

| happen to disagree with that criterion, but it's perfectly valid.

But number of posts on dkos, or user number, or whatever, cannot serve as a stand-in for that. Not
only is there no good correlation, it is totally counterproductive. A healthy community welcomes
newcomers. (That does not mean you should not have responded (o the OC, or not questioned
their sincerity, just that bringing in stupid number counts should not be a valid form of argumenit.
And that goes equally for when you bring up mine. I'd feel the same if | had no diares, or whatever
number you have.)

by homung on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 05:45:33 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

 And yes, | think it should be hidden from wview (1+/0-)

though now that you've clarified, | do see that your post had valid content too, so |'ll refrain.
But if | could HR just the counting, | would not hesitate.

by homung on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 05:47:48 PM POT
[ Parent ]

# Thanks for the measured response (0+ [ 0.)
I'll expand my explanation as a result.

One of my longstanding concerns here has been that Republicans, conservatives, and
corporate interests are eventually going to figure out how to use DKos against us.

On effective way of doing that is to do what agents provocateurs have done with the ULS. Left
from the beginning: sow discord within the ranks and challenge the bona fides of anyone who
doesn't take the strongest and most confrontational possible position regarding issues, tactics,
and other political players.

When | see a story fike this — despite my understanding why Markos is doing it, i.e., trying to
put the fear of God into those whom he believes has betrayed our cause — | am also
sensitized to the prospect that if | were a conservative, | would be using an opportunity like this
to try to sow discord in the ranks and make sure that Democrats would fight among
themselves.

Every time | see a response slagging Dems, | wonder if Karl Rove could have commissioned
it-

MNow, someone might hate Pefosi and the other generally good Democrats on the list for an
understandable reason. For those who have participated here extensively, their reasons have
played out over time, and in most cases the ways in which they are qualified have played out
as well. Such people could be here mostly o screw with Democrats, but in the whaole | think
it's rare. Being in agent provocateur is difficult to sustain for a long time in a freewheeling
environment.

On the other hand, when | see someone who appears to be attracted here simply because of
the opporiunity to slag Democrats and lower the chances of our winning in 2008 (not even
getting to 2010), my antennae start waving. It doesn't mean that | am convinced that
something is hinky with them, but merely that there is reason to look at their sentiments a litte
more closely before applauding.

That may be unfair, but | think it's not entirely irrelevant to wondering what a particular poster
is up to. When they respond with a comment that gives a decent view of their thoughtfulness
and concern for community, as vou have, then that goes a long way towards satisfying me that
they're a member of the community in spirit as well as in apparent fact. And if my concerns
about people using DKos to sow discord seem paranoid -- well, I've been invodved in
movement palitics for a long time; I've eamed it

Thanks again for what was a perfectly legitimate challenge, even if | disagres.

John MeCain's Court will overfurm Roe; don't kid yourseif.

by Seneca Doane o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 06:38:50 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w I've been in marches {2+ [ [-)

where |'ve seen what | think are real APs. | just don't buy that they would waste their time
buitding more than the thinnest of profiles. Or pushing amy but the next-to-most out there
ideas.

Look. | can buy the idea of an AP on DEos. | can even buy the idea of a swarm of APs -
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though the risks of getting caught start to make this implausible, | see no way 0 organize
this without sorme risk of being caught. But anybody with more than about 2 diaries and
15 comments gets a massive presumption of innocence in my book. Especially if, as vou
say, there are undeniable bona-fides taking essentially the same position. It's just
occam's razor.

Look at the original post. It was by no means screaming for blood, it was talking about

building a movement. This is just not AP territory.

by homung on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 07:11:52 PM POT
[ Parent]

¥ You are new here. (2+/0.)

Taking the party back has been a long time commen interest and goal of dailykos. This site gained
it= strength and footings as a staunch supporier of Howard Dean. You know, the guy from the
Democratic wing of the Democratic Party. These Dems desenve to get their heads lopped off, and
| will enjoy it as much as | enjoyed helping to take Lieberman out.

Kos, where do | sign up?

Republicans don't have 60 voles, and it doesn't seem to bother them one bit.

by dkmich on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:09:37 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Yeah, it's only been about three years {0+ 0-)
Less than your, oh, four years or so.

| know that you love lopping off Democratic heads. The more the merrier. Enocugh to make us
a pure party of 100 Representatives would be ideal -- though to keep the number that high
we'll have to overook a 1ot of bad votes, so maybe we should aim for a lower number. It's just
a pity that the size of the House remains at 435.

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane oi Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 12:30:47 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

* My number if more than double yours., (0= 0-)

Maybe you ought to tell Kos what a fool he is for talking about running primaries again
Bush Dog Democrats. Like Kos, | lop off heads when they deserve it, regardiess of the
letter after the name. If you don't like the reform tone of this site, | guess you have a

problem.
Republicans don't have 60 votes, and it doesn't seem to bother them one bit.

by dkmich on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 02:18:49 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Don't | remember from a year or two back {0+ ! -}

your saying that you weren't actually & Democrat at ali? I'll have to look that up.
You certainfy seem to be happier with 100 pure Democrats and 335 Republicans in
the House, which | suppose would make sense in that case.

Yesterday | directed a comment directly in reply to cne of Markos's comments. My
argument has not been that no Bush Dogs should be primaried. but that the real
villains here - Hoyer and the people who evidently said that they'd put their names
on a discharge petition to get this bill (or a worse one) considered - should be the
targets, and only then to the extent that we had any chance of improving on them
given the political leanings of their district. (| actually make an exception to that for
Hoyer — for symbaolic reasons, | think we should primary him regardless.)

By the way, | don't know what "My number if [sic] more than double yours” in your
titke means. Do you think that there are 201 decent Democrats in the House, or
would you like to eliminate more than twice 135 of them, bringing us down to -367

The latter is absurd, of course, but I'm going to have some fun with you if vou argue
the former. Or maybe this is still abtou UIDs,
Johin MeCain's Court will overfum Roe; don't kid yourseif.

by Seneca Doane on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:35:08 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Hide for using HR as a threat in a debate {0+ 0-)

But no one here has lost anyone. This is a digital-age pathology, thinking that you have a personal
relationship with a TV character. -Free Spirit

by James Kresnik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:47:40 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

| did not intend to threaten {04/ 0.}
but point taken.
So how should | hawve said "l think that part of that comment deserves an HR"?

by homung o Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:12:47 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ luprated you (1+ /0]

because | think the HR was out of line.

Republicans don't have &0 voles, and it doesn't seem o bother them one bit.

by dkmich on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:06:11 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w What? (I+/0.)

If you are talking to Cugel, he has a lower user 1D than you. I you aren't talking to Cugel, | understand
your comment even less. I you are suggesting "dear leader” from this group, you are at the wrong
blog.

Republicans don't have 60 votes, and it doesn't seem to bother them one bit.

by dkmich on Thu Jun 26, 2008 st 03:03:25 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ You're assuming this is my first account (0= 0.}
Incorrecthy.

Yes, | was talking about Cugel, who — unlike you - has not partcipated enough here that pecple can
get a good sense of where he’s coming from, right or wrong.

And if [ want to criticize Markeos, | will. Surely yvou wouldn't say | couldn’, eh?

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself,
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by Seneca Doane on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 12:28:00 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

# Republicans are no more "conservative," than .. {2+ 0.}
the Soviets were "communists.”
Conservatives don't like "foreign entanglements.” Conservatives believe in a balanced budget.

These people are not conservatives, they are Jacobins. They hijacked the name "consensative”
because it was popular.

It's good to see Nancy "off the fable” Pelosi FINALLY making it onto the bad list. When somebody

figures ocut how o prmary her, give me a cali.

by widowson on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:42:09 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Primary Pelosi in 2010, (5= 0-)
Starting to make noise about that now will give us some leverage over her for these next two years.
| think she is already scared of us.

by BonzoDogBand on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:41 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ we need to find somebody in SF {1+ [ 0-)
who'd make a credible threat against Pelosi first, and her name isn't Cindy Sheehan. So whao's high
profile, a progressive that has had it with Pelosi, and who is willing to run if the money can be found?
Looking for intelligent energy policy alternatives? Try here.

by alizard on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:58:21 PM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ Primary "em 1st, 3rd party’em 2nd—nit (1< / 0.}
—- Movember 2008 a time to chose the lesser of wo weasels?—Does it have (o be this way?

by KingBolete on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:54:02 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Who's we (0+/0-}

What set of principles do 'we' put first and how do we put forward comprehensive plans and
candidates ?

by Chrisfs on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:58:11 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Barack Obama is supporting Barrow. {10+ ] 0.}

Barack Obama is featured in a new radio ad in Geeorgia endorsing second-term

moderate Rep. John Barow, who represents a compelitive district that runs from
Augusta to Savannah.

The ad, picked up by TPM, is particularly notable because it contradicts
conventional wisdom that consernvative Southem white Democrats might fear down-
baliot backlash from Obama's candidacy because his record is more liberal than
their own.

"We're going to need John Barrow back in Congress to help change
Washington and get our country back on track,” Obama says in the ad.

Unlike Cbama, Barrow supported the war in lraq although he opposad the
president's 2007 surge strategy. His war voting record has eamed him a level of
opposition from the party’s left, as has his support of other Bush policies. He faces
a-July 15 primary challenge from Regina Thomas, & more progressive siate
senator. Obama's endorsement is particularly noteworthy because Thomas is
African-America, and the district’s population is 45% African American,

Wall Street Journal

Regina Thomas is change and hope, but Obama supports the blue dog.

Excellent diary, Markos. | agree entirefy, but if President Cbama supports the blue dogs with money
and ads in 2010, then what?

"There iz ane man who knows in his heart that we have to build ore America - not two - and that man
is Barack Obama.” John Edwards 51408

by TomP on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:38:09 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Reason why: (5+/0.)

One of the big reasons is that Barrow as & super-del supported Obama in early February when those
things were really key. His district went overwhelmingly for Obama, but as we've seen that didn’t
signify for many other SDs. Those people were very useful and | know it would be personally very
difficult for someone who supported me and did so when it wasn't the easiest, to condemn them or
waork against them. In such cases staying silent might have been hitide better than endorsing a
challenger.

| think Cbama will happily work with Thomas but if | would be reluctant to go after someone in Barrow's
position | have stopped faulting Cbama for i,

There's something attractive about imvincible ignorance... for the first 5 seconds.

by MNPundit on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:43:04 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* He could have stayed out {4+ [ 0.}
of the primany. Sormy, but I'm uimpressed by Obama's move here.
Regina Thomas is about change and hope, not Mr. Barrow.
"There is ane man who knows in his heart that we have fo build one America - not two - and that man
is Barack Obama.” John Edwards 5/14/08

by TomP on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:48:22 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Glad to get some background on this move. TomP {1-/0-)
| have to agree with you an this, Regina sounds good to me.

If nothing else, perhaps the incumbent will adopt a more progressive agenda because of her challenge
if he ends up winning?

by divineorder g Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:07:21 AM PDT
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[ Parent ]

¥ One born every minute? {2+ 0.}

I nothing else, perhaps the incumbent will adopt a more progressive agenda
because of her challenge if he ends up winning?

You wouldn't by any chance be shopping for a bridge?

-— November 2008: a time to chose the lesser of wo weasels?—Does it have to be this way?

by KingBolete on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:57:10 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Yeah, got one? You sound like my deceased {0+ 0.)
father, who tedd me “wish in one hand and shit in the other, then see which one fills up the fasiest.”
Call me a sucker for my seemingly wishful thinking, but | see little you added here.

What has he done worth voting for? Why would she be better? | am urious about the answers to

both.

by divineorder o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:14:10 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

* I'm seeing a dangerous "IOKIYO" trend. Vioting {3+ [ [-)
foer him is fine. Giving passes on every damn thing is MOT. Either hold his "Change"-feet to the fire or

admit he conned us.

by ronlib on ' Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:24:51 PM POT
[ Parent ]

* You're not seeing it from me. (0+ [ 0-)

Not on FISA. Watch out where you fling those accusations.

There's something attractive about imvincible ignorance... for the first 5 seconds.

by MNPundit on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:00:35 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Another reason why Obama is not our friend. (1+ /0

Add in his flip flop on FISA and NAFTA, and lord how | miss John Edwards.

Republicans don't have 680 voles, and it doesn't seem fo bother them one bif.

by dikmich on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:13:00 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ |s he really likely to lose? {0+ 0.}

Is Thomas really likely to win in the general if she does win the primary? I'm dubious as to both these
questions.

The best targets are ones who we don't really need to hold the seat. I'm not sure Barrow falls into that
category.

by jlkenney on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:54:53 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Who cares? (24 0-}

A knife in the back is probably even more painful when wielded by a D. Since the Democrats are
unlikely to ever have GOP reign-of-terror type conitrol over the Dems in Congress, there is litile value
to having a DING holding a House seat rather than a GOPer.

- Movember 2008: a time to chose the lesser of two weasels?—Does it have to be Hhis way?

by KingBolete on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:00:18 PM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ You can never be sure. {2+ 0-)

However, she is & veleran progressive poiitician, running on her own ground, in a yvear in which
Obama is sure to have coaltads, especially in a district that is 44% black. 1 am confident she can win

in the general if she wins in the primary

by buckhorn okie on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:01:21 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

# Your Link Doesn't Work Propery (1-/0.)

| tried to follow it to the site and the trailing periods inside the href made it fail.

Please fix it.

RMD

The Bushiter's lrag 2004 - 1268 Dead, about 25K Medivacs and 9000 Maimed... It's the Bushiter Way,
wasting other people’s money and lives. And it's worse now.

by RedMeatDem on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 05:27:11 AM PDT
[ Parent]

W Links fixed, | hope (0= 0-)
http:iireginathomas4congress.com/
https:lisecure.actblue.comi...

At least they opened up in preview.

by buckhorn okie on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 06:50:16 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Boswell's opponent was flawed (54 0-)

Ed Fallon is just plain disliked by some Democrats, either for his support of Nader in 2000, or for his
arrogance and rudeness. | think some people sat on their hands: a pox on both your houses.

lowa is probably going to have its disfricts rearranged down to four from five. Boswell is in his 70s.
This may be his last term.

by ZanelA on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:01:52 AM POT
[ Parent]
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is there someone better to primary him?

Johin MeCain: Bush right to veto kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostie on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:30:33 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

w Not that | know of, but | moved from lowa a (1+ / 0-}

couple of years back. Anmyone know of any newcomers?

by cjaznik45 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:;51:17 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w There are quite a few we can't primary (17+/ 0.}
Elisworth, Mahoney, Shuler, and Camey to name a few. |'d prefer to hold onto as many seats as
possible.

Pragmatic progressiiam is the future.

by Pragmaticus on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:48:36 AM PDT

w Same here..... {8+ /D)

by rapcetera an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:49:24 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% The *bolded* iz not helpful. Hoyer & Harmon Suck (5+ /0]
and many of the conservative Demaocrats have conservative districts.

A huge list that doesn't prioritize sensibly isn't helpiul.

"It's the planet, stupid.”

by FishOutofWater on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:20 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Here's a huge list {1+ /0.

that hopefully does prioritize sensibly, (Bear in mind that the "FISA" category on this list reflects last
year's Protect America Act, not last week's version conceming telecom immunity, which had a lot more
Dems voiing the wrong way, so you might want to mentally adjust some of these folks upwards.

Manufaciured political distractions, you are officially on notice.

by Crisitunity on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:42:14 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* | would love to see Space gone {3+ (1)

from the roster of Ohio representatives.

Go convince a Republican. I'm voting for the Democrat on the ticket.

by workingmiom OH on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:51:15 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Yeah, but who else is gonna win there? {5+ 0.}

That's Bob Ney's old district.

Pragmatic progressivism is the future.

by Pragmaticus on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:39 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ It's eaither Space or a Republican, moron. (1+ /()

by Wyo Wrangler on Wed Jun 25. 2008 at 01:12:18 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Which state has the most bluedog? (0+ / 0.}
Anybody knows?

by wittgl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:32 AM PDT
[ Parent]

# IL, with Rahm Emanuel {4+ 0.}
he is the most "bluedog” . . ol

Kos, you forgot to bold him

by daddydmak on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:16:15 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Pelosi, Hoyer, and Emanuel are the top 3 House {7+ [ [.)

Dems. All 3 of them supported this "compromize.” Hover is probabky more responzible for its House

passage by a wide margin than any other MOC.

Are we ready to primary the House ML? While I'm more than ready to support such a challenge, it's a
bold leap that | hawe a hard time seeing taken. The mechanics of it seem daunting given Hoyer's
suppart on K Street, his 28 year hold on the seat, and the expense of running in the DC media market.

I'm all for this call to action in theory. I'm cunous, however, to see how it's camied out in practice.

Some men see things as they are and ask why. | see things that newver were and ask why not?

by RFK Lives on'Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:33:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ No chance {1+ /0-)

| don't realty think there's any chance of taking out any of the House leadership (note, though, that Jim
Clybum is the no. 3 Dem, not Emanuel - Clyburn also, disappointingly, voted for the FISA bill.)

Other than Hoyer, I'd say the rest of them are mostly not that bad, anyway.

by jlkenney o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:57:32 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Act sooner? (Z+/0-}

What chance is there that the Dems who don't support this bill could get together and elect different
leadership in 20097 A different Speaker might have guashed the FISA nonsense AND kept

impeachment on the table.

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
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by LihTox on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:38:40 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ What is the point of that (3+ 0.}

if they vote Republican? | don’t get it. They have to be held accountable for their actions and we've got
to stop giving them a free ride just because they're "Democrats.” I we get enough seats, which Marcos
thinks we will, then the jerks have to go bye bye.

by ginja on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:42:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

# This comment was supposed to go under (0= [ [0-)
Pragmaticus' post, sormy.

by ginja.on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:45:28 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Well... {1+/10-)

they vote Republican sometimes.  But they're also much maore subject to pressure from the Democratic
leadership, if the Democratic leadership actually gets off its ass and decides it wanis to do things
besides protect telecom companies. A Democrat who sometimes votes the right way is inevitabhy
better than a Republican who always votes the wrong way, which is usually the altemative in these
conservative districts.

by jlkenney on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:58:42 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ It's more the other way around. (L+ /)

They are more likely to pressure the Democratic leadership. They are good at working with
Republicans at stymieing progressive reforms.

But no ane here has lost anyone, This is a digital-age pathology, thinking that you have a personal
relationship with a TV character. -Free Spirit

by James Kresnik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:10 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ | don't Know ifu.we. (241 0-)

civevneeeech will be banned fram this site {and | would really hate it if | did) but | am unable to vote for the
Democratic Senator running this year. And | have to say that for many there are alternatives in this
election. Fortunately there is a progressive Geen Party candidate who got onto the ticket this time, in

my state.

| live in Arkansas and Mark Pryor has shown himself unwilling to be a faithful servant of the people
here. Or his idea of faithful has some of the same ideology as Joe Liebermans’.

For some of those who might be unaware of their district maybe having the alternative of a progressne
Green Party candidate, as opposed to a blue dog Demecratic candidate. You will want to ook it up and
see if you are lucky enough to have that alternative.

| am a registered Demaocratic voter and will remain so. But there are limits as to what kind of Dem | am

willing to vote for.

by socks on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:52:37 AM POT
[ Parent ]

* Pomeroy and Peterson too, {1+ 0.)

Aside from Conrad, Dorgan and Pomeroy there are only 2 statewide Democrats, the State
Superintendent {22 years, so incumbent and who cares about that one?) and the Agricuiture
Commissioner who has served since 1996,

Republicans are up by 5 seals in the State Senate, but have 2-1 margins in the state house.

There's something attractive about imancible ignorance... for the first & seconds.

by MNPundit on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:56:57 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

= We put far too many of these dickheads in office. (0= 0

There's way too many names on that list that wouldn't have their jobs if not for our hard work and
cash... o0 what's to say our 2010 primary candidates won't sell us out the same way?

Mot one red cent until Obama cleans out the Clintonistas.

Faol me ance, I'l punch you in the fucking head,

by HollywoodOz on- Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:09:36 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Circular firing squad... (11+/0.)

Ready... aim...

by NextGenDem on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:50:08 AM PDT

¥ Circular firing squad is voting other than Dem {20+ 1 0.)
in the general.
If we can't primary bad Dems, what's the point of having the primary process? Or should we, as the

simple peons, accept the candidates handed to us from on high?

by Robobagpiper on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:37 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

+ Allow me to clarify: (2+10.)

I'm not opposed to using primaries to do away with bad Dems, i.e., Jefferson and Lieberman, butitis a
weapon that needs to be used carefully. Should we go overboard in our efforts, we're going to end up
hurting ourselves in the long run.

by NextGenDem on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:59:57 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ See below - it's not all about replacing them (23« )
In the end, we'd succeed in repiacing only a few.

It's about putting the fear of the base in the rest of them, nudging them our way.

by Robobagpiper an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:01:10 AM PDT
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Daily Kos: 2010 will be primary season

by Lavoc
[ Parent ]

[ Parent ]

# You are not going to nudge people {1+ 0.)

like Brad Elisworth or many others, they know the demographics of their districts and know they are
the only dems who are efectable in those areas for the foreseeable future.

If people want to put together a list of solid dem areas to go for | am all for it but just a blanket list of
everyone is pointless.

by yank2351 an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:47:14 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Ellsworth may learn a thing or two about ID8 (2+ 0.}
This is quite far away from 2010, so compiling & big list is what we do now.
As the time approaches, we focus on a few bad apples to chuck {(and who are vulerable}.

Sometimes, you also have to set your sights on-even the well-placed if they're heinous enough (Delay,
Lieberman, etc). This exercise will have many benefits.

At the end of the day the goal is to ensure that all Dems understand what being a good Dem means,
and wha their base is.

Make sure evenyone's vole counts; Verified Voting

by sacrelicious on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:29:57 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Can we get rid of the CAFTA 157 {5+ 1 0.)
http/hwwecitizen.orgl...
Particularly we should target Ed Towns from Brooklhyn and Greg Meeks from Queens.

Ed Towns is in the 10th, which has a PV| of D + £1!
htitp /e house.govl...

Greg Meeks is in the Bth, which has a PV| of D +38!

hitp:ihwaww. house.govl..

Cook Partisan Voting Index.

Obama supporiers need io be good winners down the strefch. Repeat afier me, Clinton Democrats
care about the same things | do. Clinton Democrats care...

by TrueBlueCT on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:54:36 AM POT
[ Parent ]

¥ Indeed (1+/)0-)
Carefully targeted primary chalienges are the way to go here. Starting with a list of 100 Democrats is
not a good way o go about it.

by jlicenney on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:05:41 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ agreed (0+0-)
we can probably effectively target a dozen or so Demecrats.

WHICH dozen is worth arguing about

Looking for intefligent energy policy alternatives? Try here.

by alizard on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 04:57:47 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ | couldn't disagree more {3+ [ 0-)

Why do you think the republicans have been setting the damn agenda for the last 20 years? They
actually primary their own. Even today, Chris Cannonia disgusting wingnut from Utah) got bounced
from his space because he didn't toe the anti-immigrant line.

Republicans get the whole politics thing. They don't understand much of anything else, but they get the
politics part.

by dclawyerDé on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:54:23 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Not true (11+/0-)

These Blue Dogs ALL need to be primaried to realize that progressives will no longer put up with their
self-serving horseshit.

Kirsten Gillibrand {NY-20]}, I'M LOOKIN' AT YOL!

" ... or a baby's arm holding an apple!™

at on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:55:19 AM PDT

+ All of them. Blue Dogs have damaged the Party. (11+ 0.}
They have handed Bush and the GOP win after win and weakened what power the DEms had.

They have at least 2 unfetiered years to step up the pace of selling out to the GOF on bullshit.

Greetings from Deep Space!

by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:58:46 AM PDT
[ Par

ent ]

* Have they damaged it on net? (5+ 0.}
Disclaimer — not a member of any party, =0 add copious grains of salt.

Seems to me most Blue Dags get elected in places where it would be hard to elect a progressive. I'm
sure there are exceptions, but people are Blue Dogs for a reason, and it's not to piss of their districts.

Whatever pain Blue Dogs cause, they bring one big advantage compared to Republicans: The
Democrats have a majorty in Congress.

That means the Speaker of the House and all of the Committee Chairs.

With a real old-school Speaker, that would be nothing to sneeze at.

Free speech? Yeah, I've heard of that Have you?

by dinotrac on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:19:29 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ | understand all about capitulation (3+ 0.)
and going to battle with the army we have.

When a Bad Dem can be identified, they shouid be replaced.

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
https://getfireshot.com
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If thiey can fix their problem and vote right, then we can leave them along.

They have to vote how they are tokd.

Greetings from Deep Space!

by xocdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:50 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w They have to vote how they are told. {3+ 0.)
That's a very telling comment when it comes to Blue Dogs.
It gets into the guestion of "Who's doing the telling?”
Do they listen to the Democratic leadership, or do they listen (o the folks back home?
The answer, in part, comes from the 2 year election cycle, It was intended to keep representatives
beholden to their constifuency.
Free speech? Yeah, I've heard of that. Have you?

by dinotrac on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:36:53 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ "Constituenis™ has been changed to mean (0+ /0-)

Th big companies in ones state or region.

Greetings from Deep Space!

by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:34:25 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

“ Damaged It On Net - Yes. (7+/ 0}
Ending the war in Irag? Check.
Impeachment? Check.

Passing a FISA Bill that even the Republicans couldn't get through when they were the majority?
Check.

Helding EPA accoutnable for stonewalling? Check.
Mowving forward on climate change? Chechk.
Rooting out politicization of the Deparment of Justice? Check.

| mean, if you can't stand up to a President with historically low approval numbers, when will you ever
stand up for something? Mot only are they harming the country with this behavior, but they are turning
folks off on the Democratic Party by showing once again that Dems will not stand up for what we're
supposed to believe in...

it's a great day for hockey! -"Badger" Bob Johnson, 1931-1991

by gpclay on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:43:46 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Now that is an imeresting point... (1+/0-)

> Mot only are they haming the country with this behavior, but they are turning folks off on the
Democratic Pary by showing once again that Dems will not stand up for what we're supposed to
believe in...

Your other points would be no better served if Republicans were in those seats, so don't amount to net
harm.

This one, however, has validity.

Would you have preferred to take tacticial losses with progressive candidates to build towards a
strategic win?

That's a legitimate strategqy, even if it does require a bit more patience.

It also introduces it's own dangers —

If progressive candidates lose badly, you might have troubie recruiting good progressive candidates
the next time around, which would put you right back where you are now, only further down the line.
Free speech? Yeah, I've heard of that. Have you?

by dinotrac on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:51:37 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Excellent Points (1= 0.}

Truth be told, | think 1 am just so overwhelmingly angry and disappointed about this loss that did not
hawve to occur, that | am at a low point regarding this party. | grew ug in a union household that has
been solid blue for all my life and a card-carrying Democrat since | could vote in 1985, | don't
remember being this disappointed since 2002 (Iraq War resolution) or 2000 (when they fought so badiy
against the transparent power grab in Florida).

So, I'm at a loss, | guess. | do think the Orange to Blue campaign is a great idea and that first we need
to be targeting conservative Dems in "safe” districts who have moved away from their constituents’
views.

It's a great day for hockey! -"Badger” Bob Johnson, 1931-1991

by gpclay on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:10:52 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Absolutely right... (=10}
In the end, it doesn't make sense to put up candidates who deviate wildly from constituent's views.
They'll be hard to elect, and, likely, hard o re-elect.

At some point, we need to remember that Democracy (stretched to include representative
government) is not designed to make everybody happy. It's designed to get buy-ins. Getiing buy-
ins means looking for commen ground and making compromises that don't violate some
fundamental tenet of your belief. In short, you go for the wins you can get and try to keep losses to
those you can live with.

Free speech? Yeah, I've heard of that. Have you?

by dinotrac on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 08:15:33 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% If Democrats do not give a consistent {2+ 0-)

governance "message”, activists will become disillusioned, and others may be tumed-off as well.

An illusion can never be destroyed directly... SK.

by Thomas Twinnings on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:01:18 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Caving is not "governoring™. {1+ /0.

Greetings from Deep Space!
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by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:35:16 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ MNeither is collusion. {0+ ] 0-)

But no one here has lost anyone, This is a digital-age pathology, thinking that you have a personal
relationship with a TV character. -Free Spirit

by James Kresnik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:56:08 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Some of them represent what could be called {4+ / (-}

enemy territory and, bad as they may be, a huge upgrade over the alternative. I'd hate to see us do
the same thing the repugs have done by limitting the party to locksteppers. Its just killed them
(alleyloyah!). Mot that I'm any fan of bluedogs.

by Urizen on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:07:49 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Clarification {5+ [ 0-)

It's all about letting them know that the progressives will NOT be silent and that our votes should
NEWER be taken for granted.

| don't expect that many of the primaried Blue Dogs will lose. But they will be forced to spend WITAL
RESOURCES on a pnmary and be wounded going into the general.

So, they should be getting the message loud and clear. Want an easy nide to the general? Then stop
the horseshit.
" ... or & baby's arm holding an apple!™

by Lavocat on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:10:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Fair enough (0+ [ 0-)

Just don't want to see us become a mirrer of what we've been looking at these last dozen or so years.

by Urizen on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:20:08 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Wounded? (0+ 0}

I'm not sure we want them to be wounded. The plan, | think, is to let them know that they CAN be
primaried |IF they don't shape up. To do that, we have to show some muscle and get strong primary
opponents for them, but do that encugh and they will get the message. The ultimate goal is for them

to pay attention to the progressive voice WITHOUT the primary fight; the threat should be enough.
Right now the only threats they're getting are from the right wing.

by LihTox on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:01.01 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

v indeed--Gillibrand has been a big disappointment. {4+ 0.}
Which candidate will rescind Executive Order 132337

by el vasco on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:08:27 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Yes, re. Gillibrand but {1+ 0-)

but but ... a lookat the registered Republicans vrs Registered Democrats in the district makes it
difficult to conceive of a progressive Democrat ever winning over this district as it is drawn. Though, it
did happen in the three special elections just in the past few months. maybe it can happen if
Republican voters stayed home? dunno. eom.

oceanview

by oceanview on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:18:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w | live in her district— (2+/ 0.)

there is growing dissatisfaction with her and | think a true progressive has a shot, especially as our
local economy souwrs due to gasffuel issues. Middle class people are struggling here and the light is
beginning to dawn.

Which candidate will rescind Executive Order 132337

by el vasco on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:44:31 AM PDT
[ Parent)

¥ me too. but i also cannot believe [(2+/0.)

the number of people i talk to in this district who want to vote Republican, again. Sweeney (barf) held
this district before Gillibrand and he was So-God-Awiul-it earrethe-described. our local Democratic
Club is almost overwhelmed  at some meetings (and has been, in the near past) by infilirating
republicans with the intent to nullify the opposition. Clearly, the hearts and minds of Independants Must
be won over to achieve the numbers necessary for a truely progressive Prog/Dem. Representative.
note, | am MNot condoning Gillibrands FISA vote.

oceanview
by oceanview on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:34 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

= Anger on both sides over this one {3+ (-]

What's so hard about going back to those R constituents and saying “I'm standing up for the
Consfituion and the rule of law, and still rpotecting the country from terrorisis"? They could have
reauthorized FISA withouwt retroactive immunity and the "get out of jail because the leader told me to
do it" approach going forward.

Besides, those folks are still going o be tarred and feathered by their R cpponents no matter HOW
they voied on this - ask Max Cleland how his suppart for the lreq War helped him in November

2002722
It's a great day for hockey! -"Badger” Bob Johnson, 1931-13931

by gpcliay on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:56:01 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

= "PROtecting” Duh. (0+ /0
it's a great day for hockey! -"Badger" Bob Johnson, 1931-1991

by gpclay on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:57:44 AM PODT
[ Parent ]
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¥ Yes, it seems logical, (1+/0-)

just Talk to the 28%ers whao still say Bush?co is doin a Great job. and tell them the truth about FISA -
they change the subject, stall and claim superior knowledge and refuse to change their outlook. And
they hold majority numbers in this district. { not an unsurmountable challenge, but it |s a challenge) i
live in it. Note, i am not giving up trying.

oceanview

by oceanview on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:22:05 AM PDT
[ Parent]

W Correct [0+ /0-)

The divizion beteeen left and right is not so clear-cut as is often suggested, and sometimes it is simply
a matter of priorities. E.g. the Catholic Church: emphasize abortion and it's Republican, but
emphasize death penalty and pre-emptive war and it's Democratic. The policy divisions between
Republican and Democratic are somewhat artificial. We see that in the Democratic caucus now, but it
is maddening that the Republicans are in such lockstep when the Republican voters certainky aren't,
I'm sure. | gotta wonder if theyre all being blackmailed by their leadership, sometime.

We want to send a message to our Blue Dogs, but we've got to send an even bigger message to the
Republican party: vou are out of touch, you are corrupt, reform or die. i we can crush them hard
enough this fall, maybe the roaches will scurry away to business and lobbying firms, and the remnant
can rebuild the party as one of worthy opposition. We need a two-party system in this country, we
need a party to say "Hey, maybe we shouldn’t be spending all that money” or "States' rights are a good
thing.” We need the real conservatives back, even if we don't agree with them, because no one has all
the answers, and anyone can become corrupted by power, including progressives.

by LihTox on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:10:10 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

# | don'trecall... {0+ 0-)
Trawis Childers or Don Cazayoux being particularly progressive. And Bill Foster is a blue dog, isn't he?

{Although he did oppose telecom immunity)

by jlkenaney on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:08:32 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ What you're looking at {0+ / 0-)

is a Republican Representative in NY-20. It's not a natural Democratic seat, and Gillibrand did
yeoman's work in keeping it

Of course, with her being villited, perhaps she can lose it this year. Then we won't have to worry
about primarying her in 2010,
John MeCain's Court will overturm Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:48:12 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Be Careful of what you wish. {1+ /0.

NY-20 is a heavily germymandered consernvative district that was the domain of Republican hack John
Sweeney who played a major role in stopping the Miami recount in 2000 and was nicknamed
“Congressman Kickass"” by his beneficiary, GWE.

Sweeney's ethical and family problems (smacking his wife around} are what made his defeat by
Kirsten Gillibrand possible. She works hard on constituent senvices, frequently conducts townhails all
over the district and has eamed a lot of respect from her conservative and moderate constituents.

Knocking her out in & primary with a progressive will only ensure a Repub victony.

Let's not forget that many of these Bluedogs have to be Bluedogs because of the makeup of their
districts and their constituents would never tolerate a progressive.

by Ralphie247 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:03:56 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

v exactly. {0+ /0-)

Lumping Gillibrand in this category is "baby with the bathwater” thinking. | was severely demoralized
by her FISA vote, but this is a special case. | live right in the heart of NY-20, and it had been
Republican since the lce Age - vilifying her right now, as she has a shot at being a real incumbent with
a 2nd term coming up, doesn't help the overall cause OME BIT.

Despite that vote, she loves this district and has been great for us. And on a note of reality, what
exciting progressive candidate in, say, Otsego County is going to come in and provide an altemative
by Movember?

by xtcian on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 03:25:29 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ If you know anything about their districts there {0+ 0.}

is a reason the majority of them if not all are concervative Democrats.  All you will get is another
concervative democrat in those districts or if a progressive did sgueek out a primary win, the
progressive would lose to the Republican.

| wish we could replace some of these folk, but it's just not possible for the mest part. Holding seats is
#1 in my book. If that means we have a party that is rounded from right to left so be i

Maybe the political landscape will be better for progressives in 2010, but I'd bet money that those in
TH wall not be touched by a progressive Dem.  It's just the way the game is played in the South.
"Dear Mr. President, there are oo many states nowadays. Please eliminale three. | am not a
crackpot.” - Grandpa Simpson

by ourhispanicwoices on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:29:07 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w If that's the case, (0+[0-)

why should be bother with two right-wing parties? Aesthetics?

But no one here has lost anyone, This is a digital-age pathology, thinking that you have a personal
relationship with a TV character. -Free Spirit

by James Kresnik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:58:59 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ no comparison [(2+ (0}

It is all about the legislation prepared, not how they voted. With the democrats in the majority, shit like
this bill should never come up.

| don't hold these reps. responsible, | hold the ones crafting the legislation responsible..

Republicans are not a national party anymore.

by jalapeno on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:56:00 AM PDT
[ Parent
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* Wheo's responsible for selecting leadership? nit {4+ 0]

"Bipartisan usually means that a larger-than-usuwal deceplion is being carried owt.” - Gearge Carlin,
R.LP {1537-2005}

by Alfonso Mevarez on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 059:59:52 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w exactly nft (2+ /0
This country does not have the kuxury to entertam idiocy as if if is reasonable. —-Dighy

by Thought Crime on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:12:51 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Agreed (3+/0-)
When we were in the minority, the Republicans could bring up shit like gay marmiage bans, forcing

Dems to vote. | was hoping that shit like FISA wouldn't be brought up at all. | guess | was wrong,

by ThelUnknown285 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:16:35 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* if Pelosi continued to block a vote on FISA, (35+ 0.}

enough Blue Dog Dems would fikely have joined with the GOP to voie on a discharge petition which
would have forced a vote on the GOP's (warse) version of FISA, no matter what Dem leadership did.

A discharge petition needs only 218 votes to force a vote; 188 Republicans voted for FISA; so onby 30
tumcoat Dems would've needed to sign a discharge petition to force an UP/DOWN vote, thus passing
FISA.

21 Blue Dog Dems made it clear in a January letier to Pelosi that they were ready to vote for the
GOP's version of FISA. See Steny Hoyer at Politico vesterday, quoted as saying as many as ~30 Blue
Dogs and another 20 to 30 members” were in play to sign that discharge petition.

| don't know the names of all the 21 turncoat Democrats who signed that letter threatening to
join up with the GOP to force a vote on FISA, but IMO, it's those 21 names should start out at
the TOP of any list of potential primary challenges based on support for FISA "reform”.

by jennifer poole on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:17:03 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

# Those 21 names are ones I'd like to see toonft (5+/0.)

by kurious on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:29:06 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Thank you, jennifer (3+0.)

I'd put this in for Top Comments, except that this sort of realistic view of who exactly did betray us here
would probably get vou hate mail.

John MeCain's Court will overturm Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:09 AM PDT
[ Parent]

w fine with me (the hate mail, | mean). thanks. {5+ /0]

| think it’s important for all the commenters here who've said "Pelosi could've just done nothing” to
understand that doing nothing wouldn't necessarily have meant no FISA vale,

Maybe the Dems threatening to join with the GOP would've backed down if Pelosi held her ground?
IMO, it's likely they really would've backed down without Hoyer's help {no fan of Hoyer, here). Maybe it
wouldve been a much better "political™ strategy to let them go ahead and join up with the GOP, and
show their true colors, evenif it resulted ina "worse” version of FISA passing the House.

by jennifer poole on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:57:33 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Submitted nft (2+/ 0-}
John MeCain's Court will overtum Roe; don't kid yourseif,

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:06:05 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Bipolarlike behavior of Pelosi on FISA (1+ 0.
is now more understandable thanks to you Jennifer.

Wish yvou had time to fink the January letter stuff. Though | was so excited about the first woman
speaker, its been hard for me to keep up the exciternent with her off the table with impeachment and
seemingly tepid leadership on progressive issues.

by divineorder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:23:52 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w new to the political game are ya? {1+ /0-)

get to understanding the importance of pimaries and report back when you have a betier
understanding of how to influence votes and policy discussion.

thanks.

The world is so cold and the rhythm is your blanket, wrap yourself up in it, if you love it then you'll
thank it.

by Ajax the Greater gvr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:059:38 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

At the very least, a credible primary battle (2+ (0.}
can scare the bejeezus out of a rep, and make better listeners.
[ think that people want peace so much that one of these days govermment had belter get out of their
way and let them have it. - Dwight . Eisenhower

by scrape an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:49:21 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% Thank you so much (0+ (0.}

For your condescension. | didn't realize how much of a maron | was before vou told me.

by NextGenDem on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:56:26 PM POT
[ Parent ]
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¥ sorry your feelings were hurt but your comment {1+ 0.}
showed a lack of thought about the topic at hand.

if a democrat feels completely safe despite voting against the best interests of his constituents {not to
mention the majority of Americans), exactly what tool does the voting public have to hold their
representative accountable?

Jane Harmon was primaried in 2006, ended up winning a close race, and realized through that
process that she had to better represent the people who put her into office. so have a few others reps
who have felt the power of a people united.

it is the most powerful weapon we have. it is not a "circular firing” situation as you had described it
The world is so cold and the rhythm is your Blanket, wrap yourself up in it, if you love it then you'll
thank it.

by Ajax the Greater on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 06:45:13 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w The opportunity costs (04 | 0.}
1. Snarlin’ Arlen Specter (PA)

. George Voinovich (OH)
cJudd Gregg (NH)
. Lisa Murkowski (AK)
. Jim Bunning (KY)

6. Mel Martinez (FL}

7. Richard Burr {MC)

8. Jim DeMint (SC)

9. Tom Cobum {OK}
10. John McCain (AT)
11. David "prostitution ring” Vitter {LA)
12. Dan [nouye's (HI) replacement

Any of those Blue Dogs are better than any of the GOP Senators up for reelection in 2010. | play to
beat Republicans.

Let's go for the veto-proof majorities.

No complacency. Donate. Contribute. Volunteer.

by jim bow ovr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:06:11 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W This exercizse is not zero-sum {2+ [ (-]
Primarying bad dems does NOT mean we give up R seats.

It means that we hold blue dogs feet to the fire, let them know that there are conseguences for voting
against your base and party consistently.

Consequences may not be loss of their seat, but they need to be reminded that they WORK FOR US.
Make sure evenfone's vole counts: Verified Voting

by sacrelicious on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:34:25 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

# Jim, | bet your heart is in the right place {1+ 0.}
but don't you see, by giving democrats a free pass, you redefine what it means to be a democrat.
What's the point in being a democrat if wou don’t require anything from your representatives other than

they call themselves a democrat?

by delawyerDs on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:59:36 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

v | disagree (1+ 0.}

You have to vote for the Demeocratic nominee for House Speaker.

You have to vote for the Democratic rules on bilks in the House.

You have to vote for all minimum wage increases and unemployment compensation extensions.

You have to vote against all photo-IDvcitizenship verification voting requirements.  You have to vote for
items that expand eguality such as the Lilly Ledbetter bill.

There are some "no compromise” bills.

Now on the purity test — iet's remember — even Paul Wellstone voted for the hateful Defense of
Marriage Act when facing reelection in 19936 (while Chuck Robb, D-\Va., and Bob Kerrey, D-Neb.
opposed the bill), and voted not to table a sense of the Senate amendment expressing the
Senate's support for term fimits. Even Ted Kennedy voied o allow religious school memorials
afier a tragic death. Even Barbara Boxer voted for the vile Communications Decency Act, which
forbidded anything the government deemed to be "indecent” ar "obscene” on the internet, while Joe
Lieberman opposed the bill,

No complacency. Donate. Contribute. Volunteer.

by jim bow ovr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:53:28 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

% Thanks for careful response (0+/0-}

but | think many of those examples you list are only enabled by a passive democratic electorate.
You're right many dem paoliticians cast unconscionabie votes; I'd argue that's because we don't primary
them.

How many republicans voted against Iraq war? How many who haven't at jeast been primaried? Most
have been defeated, right? Republicans at least have their voices heard.

by dctawyerDé on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 04:19:18 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w All (0+/0)

You have to vote for all minimum wage increases and unemployment compensation
exiensions.

And that's about all you will get, only with a decimated economy that cannat pay for those things.
But no one here has lost anyone. This is a digital-age pathology, thinking that you have a personal
relationship with a TV character. -Free Spirit

by James Kresnik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:54 PM PDT
[ Parent ]
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w Jane Harman is pretty high on the list (249+ 0 0.}

Marcy Winograd had the right idea but not neary encugh money...

Here we are now Entertain us | feel stupid and contagious

by Scarce o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:50:30 AM PDT

* First one | thought of was Harman. (5= 0.}
by trinite on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:55:40 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Jane Harman. (G6+/0-)

Almost makes me want to run. And if | think | could do better than her, she's prefty dadgum bad.

{-8.00,-7.85) “Jesus Christ was the first nonviolent revolutionary.” --5. Stills

by bubbanomics on Wed Jun 25, 2008 &t 10:05:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

" Be the change you want to be (5+/ 0.}
John McCain: Bush right to veto kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostie on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:33:15 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w A starting list ... (4+/ 0}

Congresscritter, location, additional offenses

McCarthy, Long Island, bankruptcy bill

Ruppersberger, Baltimore and suburbs, bankruptcy bill

Scott, Atlanta, bankruptcy bill, conservative dem in very blue seat

Baird, West of Cascades Washington, war funding

Lipinski, Chicago, nepotism, carpet bagging, conservative dem in very blue seat
Richardson, Los Angeles, insolvent speculator, weak incumbent

Hoyer, Maryland Suburbia, bankruptcy bill, & shot across the bow of every blue dog in a blue seat.
Hover's district used to be a little purple, it's pretty solid blue now. The dem primary there could be
about 50% african amencan voters.

William Jefferson barely needs to be mentioned, but goes on all these lists.

by Whittless on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:58:34 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ on that list {0+ 0.)

isn't Brian Baird facing an antiwar challenger in the WA primary this year? (as in=hasn't happenad
yeth. | am two states to the south of WA but maybe someane from the Evergreen State has some
insights about this race. Should we get invalved? Is the challenger any good and'or have any chance
of success? Sometimes you win just by scaring the congresscritter. Jane Harman started voting
somewhat better after her expenence with Marcy Winograd, even though Marcy only got 38% and
didn't win the primary.

Also, Richardsen is from Long Beach, not LA, She barely won her special electicn in an ethically
polarized primary. Her group is the one that is shrinking as a percentage of the eleciorate in the area
(She is Black, her main opponent was a Latina). As the member with the least seniority in SoCal, she
is not as likely to be helped by redistricting as others, s0 while she isn't a goner yet, she isn't really
safe in her seal.

I'm not a Limousine Likeral; | am a Prius Progressive

by Zack Trom the SFV-on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:08:37 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ The 38% Winograd got caused Harman to (1-/0.)

improve.  I'm her spouse, in the interest of full disclosure, but it's been accepted, even by Harman's
supparters, that Winograd's efforts sparked a leftward movement in Harman, or at least a lefiward
rhetorical and voting tilt. The 3B% obwiously wasn't enough to defeat Harman, but it was significant,
and sufficient to get her attention and to change her behavior for the betier, even if she still leaves
much to be desired.

"The frue revolutionary s guided by a great feeling of love."

by Budlawman on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 08:06:18 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ lagree (0+/0-)

and thank vou and especially your spouse for running in that race. Running for Congress is a tough
job and hard on both candidates and their spouses. | was peripherally involved with the campaign, but
would be more so if she or someone else good ran again. | live in Howard Berman's district and wish
he had any opposition this year (no primary, no GOP, no Green or Lib). | thought about running but
don't think | would be a very good or successful candidate.

Again | emphasize the appreciation of amyone who is willing to stick out her or his neck in a tough
but useful campaign.

I'm not a Limousine Liberal; | am a Prius Progressive

by Zack from the SFV on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:08:44 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Thank you for that (1+ /(-]

It was much more fun than hardship for me, but Marcy was simply awesome and desernving of all the
credit for her brlliance, intelligence, professicnalism, energy, sense of outrage and fun, and her
political skilks.

It's far too eary {at least in my mind, but maybe 'm wrong!) to think about 2010, but we may be
making some moves that would position Marcy for another shot at Harman then.  Mr. Berman and his
egregious lrag war stance -- worse than Harman's at this point, something | didn't think I'd find myself
saying -- are definitely on the radar, and we hawve found ourselves wishing for a strong anti-war
challenger to his |left, who still would be good on the valid issues Berman champions (e.9., labor).

"The frue revoiutionary is guided by a greaf feeling of love."

by Budlawman or Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 04:19:24 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Boucher disappoints me here... {1+ 0

but | don't think he's & primary target... what do others think?

Our country can sunvive war, disease, and povery.. what if cannol do without is justice.

by mommyofd on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:50:34 AM PDT
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W He's off-limits 1 think {2+ 0-)

It's hard to win in Appalachia without compromising a bit.

Pragmatic progressivizm is the future.

by Pragmaticus on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:52:00 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ It's a conservative district (3+ /0-)

and Boucher is generally pretty okay, isn't he, given his district? | don't think that this one vote should
be sufficient to warrant a primary challenge. There ought to be a pattern. And, preferably, a safely
Democratic district

by jlkenney o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:11:46 AM POT
[ Parent ]

W Boren - OK (54 0.)
A Blue Dog for sure. Sounds ike a Buchco most of the time.  If Andrew Rice's senate race makes a

good show in Okiehoma then Boren should be a targetfor sure.

by GrinmingLibber on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:51:01 AM PDT

¥ that's the condition there (2+ ()

unless the voters undergo a nirvana overnight.

Donate to the DNC . We don't have RNC/Mc Same lebbyisis throwing money to us by the bagful

by soms on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:00:39 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ | would support.... (17+/0.}

any blue-dog in a R+ district just for voting for the leadership and showing up voting with the D's 50%-+
of the time...that is way better than 10%...| think we have a lot better tartgets like Al Wynn who are old-
time Democrats from safe districts who do not stick with our party enough that are better targets...

By going after the blue dogs you will either elect a Republican to replace him'her or get them to retire
and have a progressive get beat by a RW Republican...

So lets primary them but do it smartly.. ook for Democrats that vote more conservatively than their
district constituents first...
Obamafhoever He Chooses 08 Winning Change for America and the Democralic Party

by dvogelD0l on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:51:26 AM PDT

w Thank you (5= /0-)

| agree completely,

Pragmatic progressivism is the future.

by Pragmaticus o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:52:42 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ True, but (3+ 1 0-)
NOME of the Biue Dogs showld be allowed to become complacent about progressive support.
They should all know that they are in our sights and always will be.

"...or & baby's arm haolding an apple!™

by Lavocat on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:57:54 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w* CHANGE OR BE CHANGED. (2+/0-)
That should be the bumper sticker for the tumncoat Blue Dog Dems.

They all have to go or see the light.

The secretl of life is honesty and fair dealing. If you can fake that, you've gol it made.” —-Groucho Marx,

by Flippant on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:28 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

“* First, we need to get *more* progressive support (1+/0-}
in those districts where there is little.

If & blue dog has more to fear from Republicans, well, they will 12l us (o take & hike. They want 1o get
re-elected.

So, we have to educate the voters.
There should be NOTHING to fear from Republicans. And, if everyone who could vote did vote. ..

And we need to end disenfranchisement of ex-felons

Now up; Race, turnout, and Obama's chances

by pitsls on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:21:52 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w The R+ districts we have won... [2+ [ 0.)

we did not win with progressives...please do not say we have nothing to fear from putting a
progressive in a R+ district against a Republican.. .that is just not true...

MNow what is true is that gradually over time demographics of a district do change and we shoud
carefully evaluate if the district is still a B+ district or trending more Blue/Purple and deserves a more
progressive representative...

Mot against change. . just want smarnt/strategic change....

Chamafhoever He Chooses 08 Winning Change for America and the Democratic Party

by dvogellDl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:00:08 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* You misunderstood me (1+/0-)
50 | guess | wasn't ciear, as | was trving to make exactly the same point vou did.

When | said "there should be nothing to fear from Republicans” | was speaking of what SHOULD be,
not what 15, Indeed, there is much to fear from Republicans. We need to work to reduce that, not by
runming progressives in deep red districts, but by educating people so there are NO deep red districts.
Now up; Race, turnout, and Obama's chances

b nifR16 an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11-14-00 &AM POT
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[ Parent ]

w From your lips to the voters ears... (1+/ 0.}
Obamafhoever He Chooses 08 Winning Change for America and the Demacratic Party

by dvogellDl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:16:15 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ On a selective basis... (0+/0-)

| agree...but | do not want to constantly primary someone in a R+7 district with a far left wing
progressive just to give him headaches...if we have another moderate in the district that has a serious
policy difierence with the "blue dog" then by all means go after him...

Lets just be smart about it and not have knee-jerk reactions over this or that individual vote. .

Chamafhoever He Chooses 08 Winning Change for America and the Democratic Party

by dvogellDl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:57:26 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* some of those R+ districts aren't anymore .. (5+ 0.}

We need to figure out which ones hawve shifted and take advantage there, first.

“¥out know what the rea! fight =2 The real ight is the defimtion of what is really " Bermie Sanders

by shpilk.on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:55 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ True...but the time to really evaluate... (1+/0-)

that should be for the 2012 cycle after the census and re-apportionment of congressional districts.. we
have a pretty good idea now about our CD R/D ratings...the real change is always after the census...
ObamatMhoever He Chooses '08 Winning Change for America and the Democratic Party

by dvogelDl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:01:47 AM POT
[ Parent ]

W There will always be an excuse to wait. {0+ 0-)

But no one here has lost anyone, This is a digital-age pathology, thinking that you have a personal
relationship with a T\ character. -Free Spirit

by James Kresnik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:04:31 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Yes and no (4+/0-)

When we primary farget, we should find candidates who still match up well with their constituencies,
but will still stand up for what's right, like FISA. | don't believe FISA is a rightflefi issue, its a
rightfwrong issue, and anyone who voted for this bill is just plain old wrong.

We don't need o run anti-gundpro-green candidates in Michigan, but we do need candidates wha will
stand up for the constitution,

"Bipartisan usually means that a larger-than-usual deception is being carried out.” - Gearge Carlin,
R_LP {1837-2008}

by Alfonso Nevarez on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:04:33 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ That is fine... (0+ /! 0-)

but they still need to have the other moderateiconsenvative stances that match their district profile.. so
if you have a primary challenger who is anti FISA but in line with the biue dog on other issues thatis a
fair reason to primary...

Obhamafhosver He Chooses 08 Winning Change for America and the Democratic Party

by dvogeld0l on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:03:26 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ | live in Dennis Moore's R+4 district 7+ 0-]

It's nuts to primary Blue Dogs like Moore in districts like mine. Also, to add insult to injury there were
pro-FISA ads up here against Moore and Nancy Boyda with absolutely nothing to counter them from
our side. If we want Blue Dog votes on issues we care about we cant hang them out fo dry with media
silence when they are attacked.

MeCain says overturmn Roe v. Wade.

by peraspera on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:11:26 AM PDT
[ Paremt ]

¥ Indeed (7+/ 0}

The first aim should be at those who are in relatively safe districts. Admittedly, there's no excuse for
voting for something like this, but if you're consistently voting with the other side, firmly against the
leanings of your district, it's much worse and the challenge has a greater likelinood for success.

Gregory Meeks in an ulira-safe NYC district is the first one who pops to mind. He also failed his
constituency on the Credit Card fiasco among other things. Also in MY, Higgins, Crowley and Lowey
{buffalo, mostly the bronx(??!) and near-nyc suburbs including many urban areas, respectively) stand
out, but they don't have the history of Meeks.

by thurst on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:15:17 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w well thought out, dvogel1001, (0+ (0]
i was trying to =ay something like that re. Gillibrand district NY-157 but you said it much better re.
“the mumbers™
oceanview

by oceanview o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:20:52 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

+ | am a huge Gillibrand fan... {1+ / -}

| was so enraged when her Republican opponent actually made her maternity leave an
issue.. disgusting...

Obamathoever He Chooses '08 Winning Change for America and the Democrafic Party

by dvogelldl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:04:51 AM POT
[ Parent ]
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w sure, and i know a darling {0+ [ 0-)

woman here in town who weant vote for C.5. because she has children and, i am not making this up,
should be home taking care of them instead of doing her legislative job. Sigh, we are lucky to have
Gillibrand and not Sweeney. still, 1 would love to have 59,000 more registered Dems in the district.
would make things easier - to vote progressive and get re elected,

oceanview

by oceanview on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:16:33 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% He probably polled that issue... {1+ /)

and figured he could get a couple of SAHM votes just like her...l am sure she wili get re-elected she
has been a breath of fresh air for her district and represents them well...

Obamafhoever He Chooses 08 Winning Change for America and the Democralic Party

by dvogelD0l on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:19:16 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Gillibrand is NY-20 (0+ /[ 0-}

A minor point, but if she were in NY¥-15 she would deserve a primary...it's my district, Upper Manhattan,
and it's tied for the most liberalfDemocratic district (50 ’'m protective of it 1)), represented by Rangel.
While she shouldnt have caved on this, she shouldn't have & target on her back by ANY means...it
kinda rocks to have her representing that segment of NY state (and certainly beats john "Dlutarsky”
sweenay)...it seems to be getting more friendly for us, but still.

| get the point of this tactic, but let's be wise about it and if we're going after the dems, attack the ones
who are truly voting to the right of their districts and those who will give us the best chance of making
our point...if we go after someone ke, say, Lampson, where it's R+somewhere near 20, and he’s way
better voting than we could ever hope for, we look kinda silly and very well could help elect a VERY
right wing Republican.

{obviously, the meat of this post - everything other than the location of Gillibrand - is not directed to the
person to whom's post this is attached)

by thurst on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:16:26 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w That's the whole point.. {1+70.)

there are Bush Dogs that fill that niche _. that’s why primarying Wynn and Boswell made sense ..
whomewer won the primary was in little danger of losing the general .. but also .. look at Wisconsin ..
sometimes someone with principles can win over less than hard core Republicans

John MeCain: Bush right to veto kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostle on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:35:43 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% Start by targeting the big three. (3+ [ 0-)

Cron't waste your time attacking Biue Dogs in districts where the Republicans before them were far
worse (Melissa Bean here in lllinois is probably the best example of that, given that the two jerks that
held her Congressional seat before her were Phil Crane and Donald Rumsfeld).

Pick some targets where you can be sure of winning the General Election after you oust the DIND
congresscritter. but make a point to start ogranizing now to go after the thre biggest targets - Mancy
Pelosi, Steny Hoyer and Rahm Emanuel.

You may not succeed in ousting these three jerks. (| would have to guess the best shot would be
Hower, given his suburban district may be more responsive to a reformist primary challenge than the
San Francisco Pelosi-lovers or the Machine voters in Chicago, particularly in a 2010 primary that will
have far tox many other high-profile races - draining away campaign dollars and volunteers - to mount
a successful challenge to emanuel, barring some federal indictment.)

But significant primary challenges to the trio would drain away money from their campaign coffers,
reducing the resources available by them to help out other targeted Democrats in their primary races.
It would also send out a clear message to the rest that if these three can be threatened in 2010, any
straving Democrat could be chaflenged in 2012 (when they must face the added danger grom redrawn

districts).

by Randall Sherman on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:06:14 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Yea..l mean Blue Dogs... {(0+70.)

basically need £1 Million+ every 2 yvears just to defend their seat against the Republican challenger
and fight to win by 5% every time.._.do you think that is any fun?

They really are doing a great senvice for our country representing a R+ district and voting for our
leadership and our policies 500+ of the time....

Ohamafhoever He Chooses 08 Winning Change for America and the Democratic Party

by dvogelDD1 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:11:47 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Hoyer's district is weird (0+ [ 0-)

It includes a kot of African Americans in Prince George's (and Charles) County, but also includes a lot
of rural conservative area in Southern Maryland. It's not a classic liberal district. Steny also has more
money than God, and has brought home the bacon for his district.

It's nearly impossible to unseat leadership in primary challenges. I'd add that, as unsatisfactory as the
current leadership may be, primary challenges against them all actually succeeding would likely be
disastrous. We'd basically have to find a whole new leadership, all at once. And, it's worth noting, |
think, that leadership should be judged in a diffierent way from ordinary congressmen. They should
represent their constituents, yves, but they should also represent the best interests of the Democratic
caucus.

| think this FISA thing was a bad cail, and Steny, in particular, is frequently on the wrong side of issues.
But the over the top condemnations of the leadership are basically unproductive. We go to war with
the leadership we have, not the one we want to have.

by jlkkenney on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:20:07 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Candidates with lots of money have lost before. {2+ 0-}

And you don't have to match these candidates dollar for doliar to get attention. The factthat a
significant challenge to them is being waged will guarantee major coverage by the MSM.

And all the money in the world won't help Hover, Pelosi a=ior emanued if & majority of the House
Democratic Caucus votes for someone eise 10 take their place. And as for the problem of replacing
these Three Stooges, that wouid be the least of vour problems. You could easily find three far more
capable and progressive individuals from among the 140-150 Democrats in the House that would be
needed in a Caucus vote to send this temible trio back to back-bencher status.

by Randall Sherman on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:29:55 PM PDT
[ Parent ]
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* More and better Democrats. (13+ ] 0.}

Carve it in stone. Write it in the sky. Tattoo it cnto the foreheads of Republicans even as they struggle
to break free from your determined grip.

Keep waorking! Dozens of ingpd CEOQs are depending on your faxpayer-funded corporate balout

by droogieb655321 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:51:35 AM PDT

* Or, maybe just a bumper sticker to start? (G- 0.)

And cash, of course. ;-)

Dogs have so many friends because they wag their talls instead of their tongues., -Anomymous

by aloryousl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:51 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Well, OK (3+10.)

But when applying bumper stickers to Republicans, cover only the nose OR the mouth.

Keep warking! Dozens of inept CEOs are depending on your faxpayer-funded corporate bailout

by droogie6655321 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:56:10 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Bumper Stickers Can Be Peeled Off (4= 0.)

Taftoos are permanent! ;)

"If | ever lose my mind | hope some honest person will find it and take it to Lost and Found.” Gearge
Carlin

by CityLightsLover on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:39 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

» THANK YOU, Kos {14+ /0

This is very much appreciated.

" ... or a baby's arm holding an apple!™

by Lavocat o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:52:08 AM PDT

¥ Excellent, forward-thinking program (5 0.}

Thank you. This is why | come here.

Dogs have so many friends because they wag their tails instead of their tongues. -Anomymous

by gloryousl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:35 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Some of those bolded names are people {20+ [ 0-)

that got money from us [and me]. Some of those bolded names live in districts that are not deep red,
either.

| think some inventive armm twisting is in order.

Really hard arm twisting.

“¥ou know what the real fight 157 The real fight is the definition of what is realine " Barmie Sanders

by shpilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 009:52:19 AM PDT

¥ | know (12+ | 0-)
and it practically makes me sick to my stomach.

| hope | get an email soliciting more money from me. I've got a little "solicitation” of my owm in mind.

Go convince a Republican. I'm voting for the Democrat on the ticket.

by weorkingmiom OH on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:27 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Maybe More Like an Invitation {1+ 0.}

along the lines of where to shove something?

"If I ever lose my mind | hope some honest person will find it and take it to Lost and Found." Gearge
Carlin

by CityLightsLover on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:29 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ As soon as | saw the voting record yesterday (8+ 0.}

and My congressman's name was there voting for the piece of shit bill — Brad Sherman — | was on
the phone to his office. He had previously opposed Telcom Immunity but voted for it on this bill.

He had told me personally he was against it and now he has, | feel goiten to comfortable in his job and
i will work for anyone who would primary his ass. This is a definite betrayal of trust. | even overlooked
his support of Hillary. But no longer.

The secret of life is hanesty and fair dealing. If you can fake that, you've gof it made.” —Groucho Marx,

by Flippant on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:08:27 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* He's my rep, too, and I'd love to primary him {1+ /0-)

He's correct on most issues (environment, healthcare, economy, etc.), but has shown a tendency to go
anywhere from slighily to moderately hawkish on anything related to the Middle East, Iraq funding, and
national security. In general, Sherman tends to follow either Henry Waxman or Howard Berman, reps
for the neighboring districts... when | talk to friends about him, | call him Howard Lite. So on this one,
he chose Howard's argument over Henry's. Very disappointing.

| don't know if Sherman did that on principle, or for some reason related to district polling. .. to shore up
some moderate-to-consenvative vulnerability he perceives. And | really don't care. That kind of
argument may hawve held a few vears ago, but the tide on the Irag War and BushCo's trashing of our
civil iberties turned long ago. He's on the wrong side of this and so many other guestions, where we
need a strong and principled progressive.

I'm finding it difficult to find a disaffected interest group to rally to primarying him... unions, enviros, pro-
choice, etc. all love him, for their own reasons. Where do we find the group(s) in place o begin our

primary efforts, or do we need to start from scratch. Any ideas... any local blogs or groups you know
of?

And as part of the primarying effort, I'd like to keep in touch with his district office, to let him know we're
here, what issues are driving our efforts, =0 we can turmn him around when necessarny... and s0 we don't
lose too many more of these important battles between now and 2010, If Sherman shows no
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willingness, then I'll be all the more anxious 1o join whatever effort, and even to lend a hand in
organizing it... just need some advice and willing partners.

[ think that people want peace so much thal one of these days government had belter gel out of their
way and let them hawve it. - Dwight . Eisenhower

by scrape on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:39:55 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W That was my thought. WTF?? nt {1+ /0-)
Qlur time is now.

by Rachel in Vista oy Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:42:16 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ blue to orange {4+ 0.)

this is the program to make democrais better.

Republicans are not a national party anymore.

by jalapenc on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:52:25 AM PDT

¥ Patrick Murphy? (PA-08) {2+ 0.)

I'm a litthe confused about Rep. Murphy's current status - he's a Biue Dog? | thought this was one guy
that the netroots were promoting last cycle? A nising star? What happened?

{grew up in PA-OB, moved away a couple years ago, a little out of touch but pissed off about this FISA
billy

by 2manychefs on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:05 AM PDT

w See my post below {0+ 1 0-)

by Thellnknown28s on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:17 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ You forgot.. {12+ 0-)
To bold Hover. He should be bolded, underlined and italized.

TObama] has treated us like adults throughout this primary,. and it /s time to act fike aduls.” - John Coie
by RichM-on 'Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:13 AM PDT

¥ Agreed (2=/0-)
and Mancy Pelosi along with him.

by number nine dream on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:20:31 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% They're not blue dogs {1+ -}
which is who Kos is bolding. Personally, I'd think it's the people in ridiculously safe Democralic seats
that woted for this that need to be gone after much more than the Blue Dogs.

by jlkenney on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:22:24 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Mice. (5+/0.)

Met one jackass frem my home state of Massachusetis.

"Fear not the path of truth for the lack of people walking on it." -REFK

by jtarelli on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:16 AM PDT

) (2+10-)
John McCain "Beware the ternible simplifiers” Jacob Burckhardt, Historian

by notguitedelilah-on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:41 AM PDT
[ Paremt ]

¥ Both of my NH Congresspeople (5+ 0.}
who are both brand new and will have to defend their seats against .. well .. a toothless MH Republican
Party, to be sure .. voted against this abomination.

“¥ou know what the real fight i=7 The real fight is the definition of what is reality " Bermie Sanders

by shpilk o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 9:54:53 AM PDT
[ Paremt ]

¥ Here, Here, Cry havoc, let loose the dogs of war (3+ ] 0.}

...not in lrag though. And definitely not Iran.

by JStrass on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:25 AM PDT

* That List Needs to Be Refined Down (5 1 0-)

There are some good names on that list, and whike their vote on this issue not only "disappoints” me
but is complete fucking bullshit, they are otherwise great on a lot of important issues. And even with
the tide turning toward Democrats in recent years, some of them are about as liberal as they can afford
to be in the districts they represent.

You can hawve yvour "Under God” back when | get my “Liberty and Jusfice For All" back.

by karateexplosions on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:36 AM PDT

¥ Thanks for ratifying my earlier point, KOS... {2+ /0.

20010 will be the better time to challenge those who sold us out in FISA renewal--with Obama in the
WHite House and a larger majority in both Houses.

"Thase who forget the past are doomed to repeat it "--Miguel De Santa Anna

by GainesT1858 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:53:37 AM PDT

¥ I'll say it again {5+ 0.)

The Netroots needs to do more to protect "good” incumbents. | see several names on that list that
were supported by the Netroots in some form or ancther; Gillibrand, Altmire, Cazayoux, Boyda,

RMrklarmawn Datricl AMuraba Mhildare Sooeo
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We need some way of sending messages to incumbents that rewards good behavior. We spend a lot
of time punishing the bad.

by ThelUnknownZ85 on Wed Jumn 25, 2008 at 09:53:49 AM PDT

w The rewards are contributions and keeping their {4+ / 0-)
jobs and congressional paychecks.
Although | agree praise is in order when a congrescriter is behaving itseli. It's a good idea to call your

congresscrtter to thank them for voting correcthy.

by Orange Crush-on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:57:24 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w My poimt was (2+/0-)

How many Netroots-endorsed candidates are there that are incumbents. Most are challengers either
to Republicans or Democrats. We need to not forget our candidates once they get into office. Manmy
face tough re-elections. It would be nice if they could raise re-election money from sources outside of
telecoms, for example.

by ThelnknownZ85 on Wed Jumn 25, 2008 at 10:01:18 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ cazayoux and childers are in tough {4+ 0-}

districts. For heavens' sake they were smeared with Wright association duning the election. How easily
we forget!

We hawve to boot out dogs that vote more conservative than their districts.

Daonaie ta the DNC . We don't have RNC/McSame lobbyists throwing money to us by the bagful

by-soms on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:39 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ | don't understand your post. {1+ 0]
Jerry McMerney was a supposed progressive, elected by a major grassroots push.
And now this? | am truly shocked.

Candidates who seek our suppont and then, once elected, turn on us, is an increasingly commaon
cancer in the Democrat party.

Root "em out or like cancer, it will spread.

by ginja an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:57:16 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Revising (1+/0-)

Basically, I'm saying that the Metroots supported several winning candidates, only for them to turn on
us on some key votes.

I'm wondering how much of this has o do with the fact that the Netroots seems (o be oppositicn-
crientated: most candidates supported by the netroots (which I'm using in a more generalized way to
include sites like Democracy for America and MoweOn) are challengers. The winning candidates often
face re-election challenges and receive littie official backing from the netroots. So, they are forced o
tum elsewhere, even to places that are in opposition to the Netroots.

So, I'm saying that incumbent retention {for good incumbents, ke Carol Shea-Porer) should also be a
focus of the Netroots.

by ThelUnknownZ85 on Wed Jumn 25, 2008 at 11:11:01 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Perhaps... (2+10-)

...the way to lock at this is positive re-inforcement. Give thanks andfor praise and/or meney to first-
termers in tough districts like Shea-Porer or John Hall {(N¥-15) or Tim Walz (MN-01) who didn't cave in

spite of pressure,

by thurst on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:28:58 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Thank You (0+/0.)

I've-done, what three posis and several paragraphs about this, and you, in your awWesomeness,
SuUmMmarize it in two words.

Yes, we need to focus more on positive re-inforcement.

by ThelUnknownZ85 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:04:24 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Thank you Markos! (5+/ 0-)

This is the focus. People who want to 'hold Obama's feet to the fire' right now, in the middle of this
thing are just nuts. It's one thing to contact his office and voice cpposition to FISA. It's ancther to be
running around publichy calling him spineless’ and yelling that he's not a leader and such. It's just not
the time for it

Even if vou don't like Obama, right now, there is nothing 1o be done but to pretend that you do.
Seriously, if you really give a shit.

ou dont sort of support yvour platoon in the middle of a firefight because your officer pisses you off.
It's just not the tme for it

Being angry that the captain isn't doing enough to stop the sharks is no good reason to harpoon the
lifeboat,

by Sun dog on Wed Jun 25, 2008 ot 09:53:53 AM PDT

¥ | disagree (4+ 0.}

Elections are the BEST time o hold a politicians feet to the fire. They're paying attention.

John McCain hates children.

by discocarp on Wed Jan 25, 2008 at 10:00:05 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* We sure showed Al Gore (2+/0-)
That was awesome.
Being angry that the captain isn't doing enough to stop the sharks is no good reason to harpoon the
lifeboat.,

by Sun dog o Wed Jun 25, 2008 s 10:44:34 AM POT
[ Parent ]
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¥ Primaries are the BEST time to hold {1+ 0.}

a politician’s feet to the fire. That's when you push hard for your positions, trying to get your party's
candidate to go as far out on your limb as you can get them to go.

After the Primary season, there's a pivot... and that's net just about language, but it's about policy, as
well. Until we attain the perfect world, we need to take everything we hear in a Primary with loads of
calcium chiloride. .. and expect that at least a few positions will be moderated in order to broaden the
base outside of the party faithful and activists.

You go to a General with the army you have, not the army you want. (With absolutely no apofogies o
Donald Rumsfeld)

[ think that people want peace so much thal one of these days government had belter gel out of their
way and let them have it. - Dwight D. Eisenhower

by scrape on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:58:00 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Now IS the time (1+/0.)

We will have very little leverage later. Mow is the time to make the difference and instill the habits of
leadership.

DailyKos for 50 States — Let's Build tf

by DavidW in SF on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:04:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Most of the primaries are over (4« (0]
A bit late, unless one wants to abandon the party, which | don't advocate:

by Robobagpiper on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:05:59 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w This list needs to be permanently available. {3+ 0.)

So it can be referred to on every critical vote.

The secret of life is hanesty and fair dealing. If you can fake that, you've gof it made.” —Groucho Marx,

by Flippant on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:54 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ THAMNKS...this is exactly what we need to (2+ | 0-)

do. Start developing a local campaign progressive infrastructure NOW. Focus on a number of primary
challenges in 2010. Help fund them, work on them, and send a message to the Dem party that we
mean business.

Stop destraying the brand,

| ran against one of those Bluedog Dems on your list in 06 so we've been doing this for two years nouw.

by IndySteve orr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:06 AM PDT

w Didn't we support.. (1+/0.)
Bean, Gillibrand and Murphy during the last primaries? | know | sent them money..were they

recommended by this site or DFA?

by hopewell onn Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:09 AM PDT

¥ Mot Bean...but yes, the other two and they (G-+/ 0-}
have disappointed us several fimes.

by IndySteve o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:43 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ | worked my butt off for Bean.. (3+ [ 0-}

She's in a very conservative district that Phit Crane "owned.” Owerall, | think she has been a huge
disappointment (o progressives. Better than Crane, but not much! Since | moved away, | don't know
what IL-08 is up to.

I'm glad | live in California now (for many reasons)and Mike Thompson represents me....

If Liberals Hated America, We'd Vote Repuliican

by QuarterHorseDem on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Beat Bean’s Buttocks {2+ 0}

My Friends,

Bean is an idict and | want you fo join me in kicking her worthless, suckup stuck-up republican ass-
kissing Big Bean-Buit off of the Congressional floor, and back to the farm where she belongs.

"There is little separaling those thal see cells as tiny machines from those that see the Virgin Mary on
a grilled cheese sandwich". H. Humbert 2/6/08

by JDopd2 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:11:08 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ | would join you but.... {0+ 0.}
What progressive could win that seat, JDog427?

What | den't understand is that her chief of staff used to work for Rep. Chris Bell
in Texas: |don't think Bell would have caved like Bean has on every major issue dear to
liberals/progressives.

But | do remember how well the wing-nut Alan Keyes did in Barrington against Obama. The
troglodytes of western Cook County are too dumb to vote smart.

Good luck, you will need it!

If Liberals Hated America, We'd Vote Republican

by QuarterHorseDem on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:02:58 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Mike Thompson knows (1- [ 0-]
wie in the guite liberal CA-01 would have his head on a platter for voting for this bill.

Still, 1 was relieved to see he did the right thing.

Fry. don't be a hero! It's not covered by our health plan!

by elfling on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:54:59 AM PDT
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[ Parent ]

W Melisza Bean - MoveOn asked us to donate ta her (0+/ 0.)

...before she got into office.

Verify the Voie.

by Eric J in MN on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:26:48 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Kos, Kos, Kos: listen to yourself (5+/ -}
Mot in the White House Yet and already.. we're planning the infighting.

Is it possible that we can respect differences of opinion within a majority, or will we just be typical
democrats and start frittering away any unity or sense of consensus even before we have solid control
of the executive and legislature?

Henesthy, | am not a fan of granting Telces immunity, but | can see the argument to do so0. Holding
democrats hostage on this is...

a bad idea, let's just say.
Call me any ugly name you choose -

The steel of freedom does nol stain.
- Langston Hughes

by TheCrank on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:14 AM PDT

¥ How's the Irag war working out for you? (4+ /0]

by IndySteve o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:55:13 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Good job conflating arguments (2+ / (-]
That's another great tactic for self-destruction of a working political majority.
Why don't we just come up with our list of 9217 litmus tests now, so anybody who wants to prove

themselves worthy enough of our support can pay obeisance to it.

Call me any ugly name you choose -
The steel of freedom does nol stain.
- Langstan Hughes

Iy TheCrank on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:57:23 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Another tactic of self-destruction [/ (0.}
is to piss all over your base, get little that you campaigned for, and blur party lines.

by Thelinknown285 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:58:46 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Conflation of what? Democrats just passed (3+ ] 0.)
5162 Billion for IragfAfghan with absolutely no accountability. And passed the cost anto our children. |

suppose you think that's a good move?

by IndySteve o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:29 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ No, but the steel of freedom corrodes {4+ [1-)
And that's just what these Blue Dogs are doing to our freedoms - corroding them from the inside out.

Iraq and FISA are wonderful litmus tests; | apply them regutarly. In fact, wasn’t this The Big Deal with
HRC {lraq, not FISA)?

That's merely TWO, count'em TWO, litmus tests. And the Blue Dogs, for the most part, failed
miserably.
"... or & baby's arm holding an spple!™

by Lavocat on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:45 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ OK! | hear that! Blue Dogs suck eggs. nt (0« [ 0.}

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:31:33 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ TheCrank, please see Dodd's speech, think {0+ 0-)

you may get a broader perspective than your statement:

Honestly, | am not a fan of granting Telcos immunity, but | can see the argument (o
do =50,

He refutes in detall seven arguments for immunity hers

There can no longer be any doubt: One by one, the arguments of the immunity
supparters, of the telecoms’ advocates, fail. I'd like to spend a few moments
reviewing, in detail, those claims and their failures.

Fail. Have to agree with him. Read the whole speach, | think it will go down in history.

by divineorder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:46:06 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ | agree wi thecrank {0+ 0-)

Dion't worry about the little stuff. We can only move the progressive agenda forward with larger Blue
majorities. Leis wait until we have power before we fine tune.

by ereamer on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:13:04 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ I'm particularly upset that {2+ /0.)
some CBC members like Meeks and Clvburn are on that list. Bookmarking this one.
Stop the smears in their tracks - fightthesmears.com.

by GN192T ot Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:54:57 AM PDT
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¥ Just like Chaffetz beat Cannon via primary {2+ [ 0-)
in a solidly Republican district, =0 can progressive democrats beat blue dogs who betray democratic
values. Work, organization and energy can make up for a lot of money.

by parakinesis on We
¥ Ellen Tauscher [CA-10)....yuck {12+ 0.
Just yuck.

Here we are now Enfertain us | feel stupid and contagious

by CE o T
¥ Now, That's a Trifecta of *&"WSE@! nit (5+/ 0.)
"If | ever lose my mind | hope some honest person will find it and take it to Lost and Found.” Gearge
Carlin
by CityLightsLover on
[ Parent ]
¥ She's gotten better on some issues | 0-)

{like Irag and issues of accountability for the Bush regime}, but she just voted for telecom immunity
after her office assured me she was voting against it and actively working to get her colleagues voting
against i,

I've been calling to reward her good behaviors, and giving her office an earful whenever she screws
up.

With the FISA vote, she's back on my "Primary her if we can get a good candidate” list. That's going (o
be the biggest challenge — she is not so egregious that anyone is willing to risk their political career by
challenging her. "When you strike at a king, you must Kill him.”

tates — Let's Build It!

by DavidW in SF on Wed Jun

¥ too much ideological cleansing for me (7+ | 0-}
Sorry | have to run to the Senate floor to abolish torture.

by biten on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 0

w what do you believe in? (4+ 0.}

Or more importantly, what do you want your representatives to do? That's more important than just
supporting the "D for the sake of the D. 1f you don’t care about the policies (i.e. an ideclogy), then
why bother following politics?

The corporations know exactly what policies they want out of Congress, and they work to make those
policies happen.

| see no reason why citizens should avoid pressuring representatives just because they have a magic

"D after the name. This isnt baseball.

by ferg on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:04:23 Al

¥ Eh it's a natural evolution of the movement. {3+ [-)

If you're already way way ahead in house votes and progressive legislation is stil failing then the GOP
it the main problem here.

"If they can get you asking the wrong guestions, they don't have to warry about the answers.” -

Thamas Pynchon

by Windowdog on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:05:11 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ Not guick enough Ideological purging for me. 5+ 0.)
Waiting 2 vears will let these people continue to damage the country and ruin the future we have to live
in.

Lots of things need to be changed and only people stand in the way.
They can be replaced so they do what is right.

Democrats should be caving to "the People”, not the GOP. not Team Bush, and not to Corporations.
This cannot be fixed rapidly enough.

This Cld Party needs renovation now.

Oy xxdr Zominexx on \

v Zactly. Why not '08, Markos? nt (0+/ 0-)

¥ MyDD may be a better site for you. nt {0+ 1

by ronlib on We
[ Parent ]

¥ Leave Jim Cooper alone (34 ) 0.}

He gets it. Cooper's good people and he's got good people working for him. Lincoln Davis, on the

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
https://getfireshot.com
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other hand, has Al&] as ms &1 campaign donor. Stay tuned..

by Benintn ovr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:56:24 AM PDT

w | dizagree (2+/10-)

Mashville is a lot more progressive than Cooper, and he needs to be pushed to the left and made to
represent his constituents.

He may be a good guy, but he needs to start voting that way.

by Dem partisan on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:58:43 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w some one who votes against.. (2« (0]

the basic nght of the American people s not a "good guy”™

This country does not have the kuxury o enterfain idiocy as if it is reasonable. --Dighy

by Thought Crime onp Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:16:51 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% | could go either way with Cooper, but [ know (0+ [ 0.}

that he's probably safe because while Mashville is more progressive than the rest of the area, that isn't
saying much. | live and work here, Cooper is a blue dog for a reason. | do think that he could stray
from his tag now and then and be safe.

Davis can't be touched IMO. If he runs for Gowv. then his seat will just be filled by ancther Concervative
Democrat.

"Dear Mr. President, there are (oo many stales nowadays. Please eliminate three. | am not a
crackpot.” - Grandpa Simpson

by ourhispanicvoices on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:36:24 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Establishment Dems can sell out {2+ 0-)
a hell of a lot in 2 years.

The Glacial Pace of all this depresses me and abets those who intend to damage the country | have to
live in the rest of my life.

| wonder what else is up for sale before the bleeding can be stopped....

On the brighter side, pecple being fortured may onby have to put up with it for 2 more quick years.....
| suppose that's a change for the better.....

Greetings from Deep Space!

by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:56:45 AM PDT

w Well, we won one and lost a few this year.... (2+/0.)

Lipinski was a disappoinment but we gained Donna Edwards. Bill Foster? We'll see....he voted for the
Irag suppiemental. | think he'll join the Bluedogs.

by IndySteve on Wed Jan 25, 2008 at 09:59:50 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ But what else is on their agenda {1+ -}
to do the wrong way before we can get rid of them?
We need to know so we can spend time fighting them for it.

They wouldn't be Bush Dogs if they did not intend to purposefully hand the GOP all soris of shit they
don't need.

That has to be dealt with.

We must PROTECT owrselves and our remaining futures from these people.

Greetings from Deep Space!

by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:38 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Foster (2+10-)

voted against FISA capitulation.

by kos on Wed Jun 25, 2008-at 10:40:59 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Plenty of time to drag feet in lrag, too. [0+ 0-}
Greetings from Deep Space!

by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:00:08 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ Glacial pace... you should be seeing (0= 0.}

it from my perspective of just waking up to politics as a teenager in the late 60°'s and seeing how far we
have fallen, with some progress, since then. Or better that you don’t.

by divineorder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 ot 11:51:21 AM PDT
[ Paremt ]

* Proudly represented by a Moran 3+ / 0-)
Jim Moran, specifically, who voted the right way on FISA, Military Commissions act, and so on.

Mo if onhy Webb could show a littie of the fire he had in his campaign...

by Robobagpiper an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:56:46 AM PDT

* Primary al lot of these Democrats and by 2012 (5+ / 0-)

we will be back to trying to get "more Democrats.”

by j132 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:56:53 AM PDT

w Defeatest attitude...if you frame the progressive {3+ [ -]

positions comectly, you can win in even a purple district. We need to show the way.

by IndySteve on Wed Jan 25, 2008 at 10:00:38 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
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¥ Yeah as long as we don't turn into the same (1+/0.)

kind of lockstep lynchmob as the xtian right. Worked for awhile, then it imploded. i we want
generational shift {that lasts more than a few cycles) we'll need to appreciate that some of our reps
work out of very hostile territories.

| don't ike litmus tests. Some votes are purely for ass coverage and not very meaningful. If this FISA
gets kicked down the road {which is what | suspect is going on) the votes on it are meaningless, but
provide coverage for those who have o fend off attacks on their "patriotism”.

by Urizen-on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:18:24 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Im just a guick 4 years..... (07 0-)

My...s50 soon.

Greetings from Deep Space!

by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:00:50 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w And if we chose another test vote {3+ / 0.}
we'd come up with another list. Add a few more votes and we'd primary everyone.

| understand the motive behind this post and this efiorl. If the netroots truly does grow in size and
influence by, ch, an order of magnitude, | guess that this could work. This, after all, is how the Moral
Majority and allied organizations did their magic during the Reagan years. But if we don't grow that
much -- and we're not as organized and disciplined as the Moral Majority, the threat of snark and
banning being less effective, after all, than that of hellfire — then this threat seems empty. Surely there
are a lot of candidates around this year who can attest that the netroots doesn't (whether or not it
could) ahways deliver the resources needed for victories of this nature, no matter how much our grand
promises.

Right now, I'd be happy to concentrate on a symbolic victory in response o the FISA vote: sending
Heoyer to go work at the same firm as A1 Wynn.
John MeCain's Court will overturm Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:57:04 AM PDT

¥ What's wrong with active citizens (7+/0-}

choosing to send money to primary challengers, particulardy in the cases of Reps who continually
disappoint? This is a great diary.

Stop the smears in their tracks - fightthesmears.con.

by GN1927 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:59:21 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ People trying to do what's right for them {4+ (-]
just weaken the ability of Blue Dogs and Establishment Dems agenda to sell them out.
Bad decision makers have to be replaced with those who do what we ask.

Appeasers and apologists waste time and money and threaten the quality of our future.

Greetings from Deep Space!

by xxdr zombiexx on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:07:46 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* No problem with it, unless {1+ /0-)
we're making grand and brave and extravagant promises that we won't keep. Then, it actually
becomes a wasteful, cruel, and counterproductive bait and switch.

Johiny MeCain's Courl will overturn Roe; don't kid yourseif,

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:12:13 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ 1 hear you, (0+/0-)

| just read this diary as, "if you've had it with this session of congress, here’s a list of aye's for the FISA
amendment with blue dogs in bold.” That's a very good thing, MO,

Stop the smears in their fracks - fightthesmears.cony.

by GN1927 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:57:08 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Then | think you are missing some nuance (0+ [ 0.)

if one can even call it meraly nuance.

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:06:49 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Nope, there's lots of people who'd never (1+/ 0.}
be primaried.

Any list vou could come up with woukd hawve very few, if any, of the MA delegation on it. Steven Lynch,
maybe on a couple. But Capuano, Barney Frank, Markey, John Tierney (my rep)--these guys always
vote the right way.

And I'm picking the MA delegation because it's the one | know best, but they're not alone.

You bet your ass I'm bifter. And, yes, middie-america ‘values' volers, you *have* been duped. Obama’s
right. And I'm biffer as hell.

by ChurchoiBruce on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:01:08 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Take a look at that list. We're threatening (1+/0-)
over 100 pnmaries. |s that a credible threat, or are we just huiffing and puffing?

Right, there may be a handful that wiouldn't ever be primaried, though | bet you'd be surprised at what
votes might be able to be found that escaped your attention.

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:23:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* It wouldn't take more than 3 ar 4 (0+ (0}
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LIS SO I Y L S YT D A WARDT WITDE SYRINIT W,

They just need to feel our teeth on their necks once in an while to know not to mess with us.
You don't have to rip all their throats out, just a few bite marks to give them the FEAR!

Right now the Democratic party as a whole does NOT respect us. They dont care at all what we think
about anything and are amused that we think we can influence their vote.

At most they are patronizing, and at worst they come right out and call us a "disruptive influence” on
the party.” (Ken Salazar is a perfect example of the latter -- he actuatly campaigned for Joe Lieberman
and supports Telecom immunity and endless war-funding).

by Cugel on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:34:20 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Oh, please {1+ /10-)

If thiat were so, then the departure of Al Wynn would have already “woken up” these "swine”™ - which is
a hell of a thing to call many of these people.

You're not going to make all of these peopie feel fear! You can have a targeted campaign, as we had
with Whynn, to send a shot across the bow. But these sorts of dark threats don't fool people, dont
scare people, don't do anything but make us look like we're pretending to be bigger than we currently
are. Piloereciile politics.

It's a threat if you have any chance to deliver. Otherwise, it's a farce.

John MeCain's Court will overtumn Roe; don't kid yvourself,

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:39:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Nah (1+1/0.)

Al Wynn is seen as an-anomaly from a "black” district, which is alien to most of the white
congresscritters. Lipinski would've been a far more devastating blow to that crowd, but the Chicago
machine protected him.

by kos o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:43:07 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w this is a good test vote... (1+/0-)

if your rep won't stand up on hisfher hind legs and work to preserve your 4th amendment rights and
the rule of law, then they aren't worth a damn and they need to go.

yoo broke the law, now the law breaks you

by joe shikspack on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:52 AM PDT
[ Parent]

* Notworth a damn {0+ /0.

Gary Ackerman
Howard Berman
Mancy Boyda
Kathy Castor
James Clyburn
Elliot Engel
Gabrielle Giffords
Kirstin Gillibrand
Luis Gutierrez
Alcee Hastings
Stephanie Herseth Sandiin
Mick Lampson
Mita Lowey
Carobyn McCarthy
Jerry McNemey
John Murtha
Ciro Rodriguez
Joe Sestak
Adam Smith

Vic Snyder

Bart Stupak

Mark Udall

John Yarmuth

and I've left out many that Kos actively has promoted, including Cazayoux and Childers -- two of our
recent special election primary victories.

“Mot worth a damn." Are you kidding me?

This broad brush threat seems petulant and empty, despite that | think that this was a rotten piece of
legislation {although not one that “dismantles the Fourth Amendment.”) It works at cross-purposes
with most of what this site does, and that i1z why it won't be taken seriously. That it won't be taken
seriously means that it undermines the credibility of the site. It's a bad move and Kos will conveniently
forget about it when it's convenient.

Piloerectle politics.

Johny MeCain's Court will overturn Roe; don't kid yourself,

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:36:23 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w what is the rule of law worth to you? (1+/10.)
do you believe that certain people and corporations should be able to break the law with impunity?

should the unitary executive be able to do whatever he damned well pleases and any attempt by the
people at redress be met with a mixture of scom, condescension and force?

is the constitution just a damned scrap of paper?

yoo broke the law, now the law breaks you

by joe shikspack on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:53:09 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w I've been opposed to this sort of revision ([ 0-)
to FISA literally for years. Get off vour high horse.

This is not & debate about whether this bill should have been passed. [t should not have been passed.
Hoyer and the people who stood with him in strongarming Pelosi are fair targets for primaries if there's
any chance of improving on them.

Anyone on this whole list, though? That's silly.

But I'm glad that you're enjoying your day on the netroots.

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:02:41 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
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¥ are you sure that there aren't 100... {1+ /0.

or 50 people in america that could stand for office and stand up for the constitution and the rule of law
at the same time?

But I'm glad that you're enjoying yvour day on the netroots.

thanks. i've been enjoying the intertubes for quite a number of yvears now and i find it deeply gratifying
that wou enjoy my company.
yoo broke the law, now the law breaks you

by joe shikspack on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:25:28 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Swre (0+ /] 0.)
How much do you think we could raise to support their candidacies at one time?

Or is this an invitation for other people to give their hearts and savings for a cause you believe in while
you sit in an armchair and cheer until something distracts you?

Primarying an incumbent is a huge effort. t's not something people should ask be done lightly. And, if
one asks, one had better be prepared to put more on the line for that effort that the netroots, despite
our successes, does. We cannot handle a large number of primaries in addition fo general election
battles and | don't know who we think we're fooling when we breast-beat about taking on so0 many

people,
Jokn MeCain's Court will overturn Roe; don't kid yourseif,

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:02:50 PM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ i don't know how much we can raise... {0+ [ 0-)

but, there might be some other ways that we can put some pressure on these people. some of
them may not even require huge amounts of money. my rep is on that list and i'll be doing whatever
ican do to put pressure on him to act better and i’ll be encouraging friends, family and neighbors to
do the same. we'll see where it goes.

yoo broke the law, mow the law breaks you

by joe shikspack or Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:13:49 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

“ Will you "be doing whatever you can™? {0+ 0.}
Who's your Reg? |'ll write a note in my tickler file to check in with vou about this in the future,
because chances are that you won't. And your Rep knows it.

John MeCain's Court will overturm Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:47:03 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Look where many of these people are from.... 4+ 0.}

and vou will understand that they are unable to withstand a Republican opponent if they vote the way
we would like them to vote. It stinks, but it is an electoral reality. Many of these districts have also
been gerrymandered to protect incumbents--Dan Lipinksi is my Congressman and it would be very
hard to unseat him. Mark Pera tried.

by SusankEinChicago an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:58:08 AM PDT

w That's bullshit (3+/ 0-)

Republicans ran every scare ad in the special elections this year, claiming the (D}s wanted to open the
doors to terrorists yadda yadda yadda. None of it worked.

People can run like progressives and win, no matter how much people claim they can’t.

by hos on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:45:07 AM POT
[ Parent ]

¥ Yeah and what did Mark Pera get- {0+ 0.}

24% of the vote (maybe) and he could not hawe run & more progressive campaign. And | don't
appreciate being swom at, either, just because | express a viewpoint than the one you have
experssed. Geez.

by SusanEinChicago on Wed Jun 25, 2008 ai 12:10:57 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w off-year's usually bad for party in power {3+ [}

not sure i'd move to a smaller tent then.

by tassojunior on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:58:57 AM PDT

¥ How many of those (1+/0.)
are people who were trumpeted to the sky right here?

You bet your ass I'm bitter. And, yves, middie-america ‘values' voters, you *have* been duped. Obama’s
right. And I'm bifter as hell.

by ChurchofBruce on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:59:14 AM PDT

W Sort these from blue to red districts? (7+ | 0-)
Is there anyway to sort these based on which representative is from the bluest and reddest districis?

Getting rid of the ones on this list from blue districts would be a greater pricrity than those from redder
districts, since it's more likely they'd be able to win a general election. The Democrais on this list from
red districts we may have to have a bit more tolerance for.

by obscuresportsquarterty an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:59:39 AM PDT

* We only have to successfully primary a few (2+/ 0.}

To get the message across loud and clear to the rest, in the end.

by Robobagpiper on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 09:5%:43 AM PDT

w The higher the profile, the better the example (7+/ -}

If we can send Hoyer and Pelosi home, either of whom could have killed FISA effortlessky and chose
not to, | think it'll send a VERY clear message to the other congresscritters.
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by Orange Crush on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:04:47 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Which one would be easier (1+/0.)

or at least, kess unpossible?

Determining whether or not this comment is snark is left as an exercise for the reader.

by artecraingod om Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:12:03 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Hoyer needs to be ousted, Pelosi out of Speaker {4+ 0.}

Mancy Pelosi would be just fine if she were merely the representative from San Francisco. However,
she needs to be replaced in the Speaker job by someone much better.

Hoyer just needs to be gone. Can we groom a challenger who can take him out in 20107 How much
suppart does he have in his district? How are his negatives?

DailyKos for 50 States — Let's Build It

by DavidW in SF on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:15:01 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Agreed. Hoyer's at the top of the hitlist. (0= (0.}

Now, what can we do to get Pelosi demoted from Speaker?

L)
|

by O

ange Crush on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:42:12 AM P

w That is what Glennzilla is working on | believe [0+ [0

.. &s far as what his negatives are? .. | don't know .. just know that it will take a few million to knock off

Hover

Jokn MeCain: Bush right to veto kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostie on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:42:38 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ | am So Grateful {1+ 0.}

to have Andre' Carson on the right side of FISA; | was one of his earlier supporters. | think | was 26 in
order of campaign donors. Grandma Julia Carson would be proud!

"If | ever lose my mind I hope some honest person will find it and take it to Lost and Found. " George
Carlin

by CityLightsLover on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:00:14 AM PDT

¥ the party is the problem {2+ 0.}
even the 129 who voted against this bill.
How many of them still support Hoyer as majority leader, or still support Pelosi?

Don't kid vourself, by 2010 the energy that opposition to Bush pumped into the party will by gone.
will be over whelmed by the negative impression created by a Democratic party which fails deal with
the economy or health care effectively. By 2012 (if not 2010) Obama's failure to defiver on his
promises will cost us the congress and possibly the White House.

And Obama will fail to defiver. We will need strict party discipline to overcome the corporate ocpposition
to real reform, and he just proved he can't or won't control the worst elements of the party.
This country does not have the luxury to enterfain idiocy as if it is reasonable. --Dighy

by Thought Crime on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:00:27 AM PDT

* Why wait? Start now in GA-12 with Regina Thomas {10+ [ [-)

We hawve another potential "Donna Edwards" challenging a rabid BushDog in GA-12.

Regina Thomas is running against John Barrow in the July 15 Democratic Primany. Time is of the
eszence. John Barrow, as you might know, is one of the worst Democrats in enabling Bush and his
criminal regime. He voted for the Military Commissions Act, voted for Telecom Immunity, voted against
habeas corpus nghts and the Fourth Amendment, and generally enabled all of Bush's criminality.

Regina Thomas on the other hand is a mainstream progressive who has served in the Georgia State
Senate since 2000. Demographics of the disfrict seem to be pretty favorable to her should she win the
primary. FireDoglake has lots of good info about Regina Thomas, the disirict, and the race.

Donate now If you can vie ActBlue. Your donation could make all the difference in giving Obama a
better Congress.
DailyKos for 50 Siates — Let's Build It}

by DavidW in SF on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:00:54 AM PDT

W Sort of a dicey district. Looks like it pulls in (2+/0.)

part of Augusta and Savannah, but still went for Bush in 2004, Turmout in the metro areas would be
crucial.

She would be great though. I'l send her some cash, when | can.

“¥iold know what the rea! fight 157 The real fight is the definition of what is realily. " Bamie Sanders

by shipilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:06:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Bush only by 1 point (2+ 0.}
It was a pretty tight race in 2004, Bush only beat Kerry by & point in 2004, and we're winning districts

much redder than that.

The district is 40+% African-American, and Afs make up well over 70% of the Demaocratic primary
pool. Ifwe can win the Primary, we stand a very good chance in the General. Barrow has over $1M in
the bank, but his three potential Republican chaliengers are in the low 5 digits. We've raised more than
that for Regina in the last couple weeks via ActBlue - ower 36K now.

If we can take out Barrow in the primary, we're golden.

Mailidfne fimre B Qfsfac I cffe Reeiled I
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by DavidW im SF on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:20:33 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w SCHIFF?? (2+/0.)

CA-29 is a safe Dem district (he won with 63% in 2006). California is a liberal state. This is next to
MY district.

What an outrage. This guy should get primaried for SURE. And what a disappointment. I've met him,
and he held himself out to be a grassroots guy.

H

by DTH on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:00:55 AM PDT

¥ He's good on most issues... {0+ [ 0]
very disappointing an this.

by South Park Democrat o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:14:32 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Mark Udall {1+ 0-)

Will more than likely be a Senator in 2010 and will no longer be in the House.

I'm extremely disappointed in his decision on FISA and can't see myself doing anything to help his
campaign before Election Day.

Get all the iatest news on the Democratic National Convention and the 2008 Elections at
DemConWatch

by Oreo on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:01:38 AM PDT

¥ Um... (6+10)

We kinda need that seat in the Senate. I'd rather not see one of Abramoff's biggest cronies in there.

Pragmatic progressivism s the future.

by Pragmaticus on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:45 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w exacthy. DO not lose sight of the big picture (5[]

ppl...Boot bush dogs out when they are voling more consenvative than their distncts.

Donate to the DNC . We don't have RNC/McSame lobbyists throwing money to us by the bagiful

by soms gn Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:04 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Markos, Cazayoux isn't a Blue Dog? (6+ 0.}

Henry Cuellar isn't a Bush operative?

But do you really think a more moderate selection in TX-22 has a chance to win? Delay's cld seat?
Some of this is delusional, driven by frustration, no doubt.

We have to select those seats heid in districts where Democrats have a snowballs chance in winning
in the first place.

Gilibrand, for one. She's proven to be a disappoiniment owver and over again. There's no reason in hell
she cannot be replace: NY-Z0 has shown signs of shifting Blue.

But Lamp=on? Come on. He's the best we'll get.

You need to senousky refine this list and select those seats where a more reasonable Democrat can
win in a General Election, or we are killing oursebves and diluting our power.

“¥ou! know what the rea! fight is7 The real fight is the definition of what is realily, " Bemie Sanders

by shpilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:01:52 AM PDT

¥ He's not for challenging all of them .. (0= /0]

jeez .. he's just throwing names out there

Jofin MoCain: Bush right fo welo kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostie o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:44:46 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Reading comprehension: (5+ 0.}

Mot all of these people will get or even deserve primaries, but this vole certainly
puts a bulis eye on their district.

by kos on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:47:45 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Norm Dicks{Wa-06) should know better. {1+ ] 0.)

But afl he does is deliver pork for the military bases, he is pro free-trade, he shoukd be considered a
blue dog
America, They were yours, Honor Them, Do Not forget them-IGTNT.

by Mr Stagger Lee on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:01:56 AM PDT

* Brian Baird Must Be Challenged Mow, notin 2010 {5+ /0

WA-03 Baird is on Open Left's Bush Diog list, he voted for the surge, he just voted against the
constitution. His primary challenger, Cheryl Crist, is a solid progressive. The primary is two months
away. 3top Baird NOW. | have five diaries on him.

by albaum on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:32 AM PDT

w Good idea (1+/0-)
..but does she have any money whatsoever?
| see 53597 .23 versus over a million for Baird.

http:/Therndonl.sdrdc.com..

Here we are now Entertain us | feel stupid and contagious

by Scarce on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:07:48 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
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w Right on! (1+/0-}
Throw the bum out. With Democrats like him who need Republicans, right?
I've met Cheryl Crist and she's a wonderful person. She's got my vote!

by The Movac on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:11:42 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w | don't getit... (34 /0.)

A lot of these candidates were backed by Dailyk.os and Blue Majority the first time around.. Zack
Space, Kirsten Gillibrant, Stephanie Herseth, Melissa Bean, Chris Carney, Patrick Murphy, Heath
Shuler, etc. "Sorry, vou're not our friends anymore! Buh-bye!"

The MNext First Lady- Michelle Obama or Budweiser Barbie? The choice is yours.

by PerfectStormer on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:22 AM PDT

w Lampson too... [0+ -}

Odd twists and tums politics takes.

Check out & buy my work &t Meredith Klinger Photography

by mik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:08:25 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% some of these folks are the (Z=/0-)
‘besi we can hope for in deep red disfricts. Lampson, and Herseth are two ..

Gilibrand is way outside where NY-20 is, she's way to the right. | don't know enough about the others,
but we need to analyze each district and see what is happening before we flush peopie like Lampson
and Herseth .. places where a more moderate Democrat will be crushed.

“¥ioul know what the rea! fight is7 The real fight is the definition of what is realily, " Bemie Sanders

by shpilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:45 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w We were in "more Democrats" mode (2 0-)
Now we are shifting.
Incidentaily, of your list above, the only two that got any site endorsements were Herseth and Murphy.

by kos o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:02 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Apparently we're in election-losing mode [0+ 0-)

Your putting up this diary in mid-November would make sense, based on your strategy. But vou still
want these people to win in 2008 -- right? - so that we can have primary challenges to them in 2010.

Meow, think of the message you've just sent to the flock. "These people suck. We want them out of
Congress. But, oh, by the way, do rouse yourself to vote for them and for Obama (for whom some of
them will have reverse coattails) this year.”

You've stepped on yvour own message, Markos. We're not in the 2010 cycle yet, and you've
undermined our efforts in the 2008 cycle. We should make it clear nght now that Hoyer is a marked
man — that is a reasonable goal and it's already past time -- and tell the rest that we'll settle scores
after the election.

This FISA vote was rotten, but it was not legalizing torture or invading fran. You're being swept upin
the emotions of the moment and | serously doubt that you're going to act in accord with these threats
from here forward. Or do vou want to take back all that rooting for Cazayoux and Childers a few
weeks ago?

John MceCain's Court will overtum Roe; don't kid yourseif.

by Seneca Doane on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:58:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Heh, primary Herseth Sandlin? {1+ [-)
Mow that would be a long strange trip for the site...

But honestly there is no part of this country where being pro illegal spying is a "gotia vote for it” issue.
This isn't somthing vou can pass of by the fact they're from a certain area.

| doubt it'll be Herseth, but we sure need to start cracking some more heads.
"If they can get you asking the wrong questions, they dont have to warry about the answers.” -
Thomas Pynchon

by Windowdog on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:30 AM PDT

¥ She's the best we can hope for in SD (5+ [ (-]
right now. It will be a long time before that changes.

A long, long time.

“¥our know what the rea! fight 17 The real fight is the definition of what is reality. " Berie Sanders

by shpilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:13:02 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Geez .. (0+/0-)

he's just throwing names out there ... does Kos have to spell everything out . | am sure he knows
primary-ing Herseth-Sandlin isn't going to get amywhere

John MeCain: Bush rght fo veto kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostle on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:4&:44 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Speaking of having to spell things out (1+/ 0.}

"Mowr that would be a long strange trip for the site...”

"I doubi Il be Herseth, but we sure need to start cracking some more heads.”

That would be me dismissing a mikdly amusing idea.

"If they can get you asking he wrong questions, they dont have ta worry aboul the answers.” -
Thomas Pynchon

by Windowdog on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:52:06 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

# I've lived in Lampson's district (5 | 0.}
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for 15 years and I'm not sure he has any choice.
I'd =say he's barely even a D, but | still prefer him to the previous {Congressman Tom Delay R-Bastard).

Running a true progressive D in this Disfrict is probably not & winning option.

It's the fascism, stupidl

by lastman on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:50 AM PDT

¥ Kos needs to clarify that {2+ ] 0.)

unless he plans to educate many in the electorate and stop them from listening to Faux news
owernight.

Denate to the DNC ., We don't have RNC/McSame lobbyists throwing money to us by the bagiul

by soms on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:10:49 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

ol (1+10:)
“Running a true progressive D in this District is probably not a winning option.”

Understatement of the year award.

“¥iold know what the rea! fight 157 The real fight is the definition of what is realily. " Bamie Sanders

by shipilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:11:59 AM PDT
[ Parent]

W Since when is {3+ 0.)
protecting the Constitution a "progressive” issue?

by kas on Wed Jun 25, 2008-at 10:50:534 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ [it's not. {0+ 10-)

The problem is that the bad guys frame FISA as a national security issue and the good guys dont do a
good enough job of putiing it in the proper context.

Lampson can say all he wants about defending the Constitution but his constituents are gonna be told
Lampson won't defend them against terra.

And they're gonna decide they prefer the latter.

It's Tom Delay country, Markos.

It's the fascism, stupid!

by lastman on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:56:44 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Focus on Blue Dog types in deep Blue Districts {14+ /0.

There is no reason why a Democratic district needs to be represented by someone so completely out
of step with it.

Take Brian Baird. Super surge defender, sellout on telecom immunity, and in-a D+10 district. That guy
needs a primary to either get rid of him or stiffen his spine.

Johwn MoCain: Healthcare for kids? Not in the Bush-McCain America.

by bosdclald on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:03:59 AM PDT

v exactly...him and Hoyer ..yes {4+ 0.}

Childers and Cazayoux -no unless you are going to educate the electorate and make them stop
listening to Faux news.

Donaie to the DNC . We don't have RNC/McSame lobbyisis throwing money to us by the hagiful

by soms on Wed Jun 25, 2008 af 10:06:51 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Schiff (8+10-)
Deep blue. Heart of Los Angeles.
DTH

by DTH on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:08:45 AM PDT
[Parent ]

w Another excellent example. {1+ /10-)

“¥ou know what the real fight i57 The real fight is the definition of what is realine " Bermie Sanders

by shpilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:11:19 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Excellent example. {3+ /0.)

We need to refine this list.

“¥ioul know what the rea! fight is7 The real fight is the definition of what is realily, " Bemie Sanders

by shpilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:10:51 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Better read some history {1+ 0.}

Take Erian Baird. Super surge defender, sellout on telecom immunity, and in a
D+10 district. That guy needs a primary to either get rid of him or stiffen his spine.

A statement like this bespeaks almost total ignorance of WA-03. This District has plenty of
consenvative voters, including rural Demaocrats, and sends some of the hardest-right crazies in WA to
the State Legislature. Onby 10 years ago WA-03 was represented by Linda Smith, as right-wing a
House member as WA has had.

Smith beat Baird in a squeaker in 1996 and Baird vowed that if he lost ever again, it wouldn't be
because he was outworked. Smith got a fat head in 1998 and thought she could take out Patty Murray
in the Senate race. Her fundamentalist views did not play well in & statewide race and she was
deservedly trounced.

Baird, meanwhile, crisscrossed the district relentlesshy and rolled up a 10-point win over far-right
blowhard State Senator Don Benton, who is still polluting the atmosphers in Clympia.

Rairr dnee mnre canstittiiant nadreach than eeweral nther Hoores memhers in thie state noe tnnether
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and flies home every weekend to meet the voters.

Hiz position on the war sucks. His vote on FISA sucks. | don't like them amy more than most people
here do. But he will face the voters and ook them in the eye regardless.

Mo one is going to beat him in a primary, that's just a pipe dream. This is a largely rural District that is
+10 only because of Brian Baird, and Democrats who oppoase his pesitions don't seriously have any
choice but to work with him and try to change his mind.

Primary those Democratz who there is a chance to beal. Baird isn't one of them, and all such efforis
wiould be futife. He's too good a campaigner.
"Lash those fraitors and conservatives with the pen of gall and wormwood. Let them feel — no

ftemporising!"” - Andrew Jackson to Francis Preston Blair, 1835

by lvam ovr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:04:06 AM PDT
[ Parent]

F WA-03 Will Support a More Progressive Leader... (0+ /0.
...than Baird. Smith entered in the "3 wawve, and her stay was brief and exceptional. History proves

that, even if WA-03 is not bright blue.

by albaum on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:21:51 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Knock yourself out, then [0+ [ 0-)

As far as I'm concemed you have a better chance of flapping your arms and flying to the moon.
Political reality is usually something other than the fulfillment of someone’s fond hopes.

"Lash those fraitors and conservatives with the pen of gall and wormwood. Let them feel — no

temporising!"” - Andrew Jackson to Francis Preston Blair, 1835

by lvan o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:25:53 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ Nope (0+/0.)

Try DD,

Manufactured palitical distractions, you are offictally on notice.

by Crisitunity on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:22:44 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Whoops- was relying on a now-carrected post {0+ [ 0]

Apologies.

John MeCain: Healthcare for kids? dlot in the Bush-MeCain America.

by bosdelald on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 04:58:30 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

* 50 Baird determined their presidential voting? (1+ 1/ 0-)

That's how partisan breakdown i1s determined. So if these “conservatives” are woting for Al Gore and
John Kerry, that's conservatism we can believe in!. |, for one, have never been a big believer in
endorsements, and thus any claim that Baird somehow swayed his wingnut-voting constituents to vole
for Gore and Kerry seems pretly farfetched.

However, your comments about him being a strong campaigner are good points, and he did face his
constituents after his about-face to pro-surge.

Any person is going to have good points and bad points, so maybe Baird isn't the perfect candidate to
primary, but it isn't nearly as cut and dried as you're making it out to be.
John MeCain: Healthcare for kids? Not in the Bush-McoCain America.

by bosdclald on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 04:51:43 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Sowhat? (3+ /0.
More House Democrats voted against this abomination than voted forit.

As | have learned as a citizen, "voting™ is no longer encugh. | would say the same to the dems who
voted against this bill or will vote against it. ItU's not enough.
A Leader Withowt Followers Is Just A Guy Taking A Walk

by gooderservice o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:04:45 AM PDT

W amen to that! (1+/0.)

Woo hoo! We should be so proud of our house dems: they didn't unanimously roll over.

Hell, with these imbeciles, we're only a few steps away from cannibalism. 1 bet if Bush put forward a
pro-cannibalism program, the dem's'd go for it.

{-8.00 -7.85) "Jesus Christ was the first nomdcient revolutionary. ™ --5. Stills

by bubbanomics an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:19 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* | wonder WHAT Bush and the repubs would want.. (1+ / [-]

that the Congressional dems felt was so egregious that they would actually FIGHT against it -- not just
voie against it, but FIGHT it

They should be a person: Stand up, fight against it... truly. If they lose, they lose, but at least they
tried.
A Leader Withowt Followers Is Just A Guy Taking A Walk

by gooderservice on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:37:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

 ['ve got one to watch who hasn't even won yet {1+ /0-)

I'm going to stay out of the Bachmann - Tinklenberg race for now--weve got no choice but to vote for
Tinklenberg, the dem nominee (MN-06). but this guy, who recently got the official endorsement of the
Blue Dogs and emailed everyone bragging about it, is as far as | can tell a lieberman in the making. He
bashes dems when it's fashionabie, he's prolife, etc, etc. After he's elected, he's going o be my special
project (unless he gets a personality transplant_.). During the recent primary | met numerous rabid
supparters of his who seemed unaware of his, er, issues. | imagine some of them will be gquite
surprised at what they get.

Drop by Mackerel Street: Lit & Photo Blog

by decembersue on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:07:13 AM PDT
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w | totally disagree {1+ 0.}

| think people in this community has it all wrong. We should not be upset if telecom companies get
immunity because they were try to help the country. Remember that when this start that Mr Bush was
very very papular right after 9-11 so they believe the president when he said it was legal. So | feel that
the debate should be whether the Bush Admin should be charged with a crimes not the Telecom

Companies

by warnerfeingoldin0g on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:07:25 AM PDT

* Yeah! Because the telecoms are these tiny (5 0-)

Ma and Pa outfits that can't afford ginormous legal departments o help them figure out that fancy law
stufi. Well, except for Qwest

God | hope this is snark.

by Robobagpiper on Wed Jun 25, 2008 ar 10:12:02 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ What a greatidea. (1+/0.)

This way, with retroactive immunity firmly ensconced as the new 'tfruthiness’, Halliburton won't have to
move to Dubai, after all.

Erilliant!

You have a mind like a steel trap. You should release it, once in a while to get some fresh air.

“¥ou know what the real fight i The real fight is the definition of what is realin: " Barmie S5anders

by shpilk on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:15:10 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Best front page post in weeks. (4= /0.)

Thank you.

When McCain talks he sounds fike an evil Mr, Rogers.

by clonecons on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:08:57 AM PDT

¥ | agree. Exactly the right medicine for despair. {2+ -]

Well done, Kos.

"More AND BETTER Democrats.”

The second part is just as important, and it will be increasingly possible if we work hard.

Let's roll up our sleeves. We're in this for the long haul, and that alone will give many Democrats
pause before they capitulate to the Mr. 28%-types again.

JOHN McCAIN = George W. Bush's 3rd term.

by ehumiley on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:14:29 AM PDT
[ Parent]

W already on it {1+ 0-)

Pat Murphy's actually in a tough race right now against a Gooper.

Too bad about that FISA bill, because | intend to levy an-attack on him in every single DL bulietin. We
have 800 or so members. they're not happy right now.

by Frenchy Lamour on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:19 AM PDT

¥ leave matheson (UT-02) alone - thanks nlt {4+ (-}
Jokn MeCain Defends Bush's Iraq Strategy.

by jethropalerobber on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:25 AM PDT

= Melissa Bean just sent me a letter gloating (2+ / 0-)
About her excellent work for me in Congress. By giving up the constituion o save AT&T

I'll wote for Billy Goat before | vote for that traitor again!

you can't even spell "bulishit” wathout "Bush"...

by lestmypassword on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:30 AM PDT

w Join Me In Kicking Bean's Big Butt Out! {1+ 10.)

Yeah. The bitch sent me a gloating email too, and is starting to call me all the ime too. She also
refuses to even consider impeachment - she has got o go.

"There iz little separafing those thal see cells as tiny machines from those that see the Virgin Mary on
a griled cheese sandwich”. H. Humbert 2/6/08

by JDog42 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:13:40 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w | despise her almost as much as | do [0+ 0}

Mean Jean .. ugh ugh ugh

“¥out know what the rea! fight =2 The real ight is the defimtion of what is really " Bermie Sanders

by shpilk.on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:16:05 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Did she driectly refer to the... {{+ [0}

- HESA Amendments Act of 2008 in her email?

Verify the Vaoie.

by Eric J in MN o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:29:19 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ No (0+ 10
She referred about her great work in Congress. Got the email vesterday.

"WTF, yvou gotta be kidding me!"!"” was my first reaction. My second was donate against the FISA
sellouts

http: e acthlue.coml...

vou can't even spell "buillshit” wathout "Bush”...

by lostmypassword on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:30:44 AM PDT
T Barcmt 1
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LY eassenan |

# | see Brian Baird on that list. (1+/ 0.}
Now I'm glad that I'm supporting his challenger Cheny Cnst. Perhaps ActBlue should remove Baird
from its directory.

by The Movac on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:02:37 AM PDT

* my letter to Dutch Ruppersberger: (2+/0.)

Be ready for a primary challenge, next time around. | supported your candidacy, but
you have seriously misrepresented my interests with your vote to capitulate to a
minority-party, lame-duck administration on retroactive immunity for lawbreakers.

This will not stand; yvou shall be history, ASAP.

John McCain will do this

by voila on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:09:57 AM PDT

* Why would you ever want to do this? (34+ 0.}

Mot all of these people will get or even deserve primaries, but this vote certainky
puts a bulls eye on their district. If we can field enough serious challengers, and if
we repeat the Donna Edwards and Joe Lieberman stories a few more times,
well then, our elected officials might have no choice but to be more
responsive.

Or, they could run as Independents and beat progressive candidates who win in light turm out
primaries, a la Med Lamont, or lose to moderate Republicans.  Punty, for purity’s sake, is madness.

That's a mighty narrow tent you have there, Kos.

O, wire gonna try to
kill this thing, but first,
all of you guys on the
right have to leave the

Having credibility when making an argument is the straightest path to persuasion.
by SpamNunn on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:10:07 AM PDT

w Lieberman Was a Special Case (4+/0.)
He had name recognition and popularity in the state that made an independent run feasible.

And this is MOT purity for purity's sake. | am a huge pragmatist. This is smart politics and
accountability.

DTH

by DTH on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:13:51 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* That, and he effectively ran as the Repubs' {3+ /10-)
candidate, since they abandoned their own in favor of him.

Lieberman won with a combination of almost all the Repubs and some low-info Dems. Won't happen in
miost cases, since the Repubs will field a candidate of their own, rather than use the beaten former
Dem as a proxy.

And isn't this defeatist? It assumes that if an incumbent is pimaried, that the primary winner has

negligible chance of winning?

by Robobagpiper on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:20:47 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Not entirely accurate: {0+ [ -}
Then there are a lot of "low info" Dems in CT

http:ihwww.chn.coml...

Having credibility when making an argument is the straightest path to persuasion.

by Spamiunn on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:29:32 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Umm .. (0+10-)

When was the last time the official Republican nominee{which was Schelsinger .. while HoJo was the
uncfficial) got 10% of the vote in any race?

John MeCain: Bush right fo veto kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostle on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:5% AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Umm. check the returns for the Hudson and Essex [0+ 0-)

County Congressional Districts in MJ. Sometimes they don't even run a place holder candidate.

Having credibility when making an argument is the straightest path to persuasion.

by Spambunn on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:22:39 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

“* | mean when they put up a candidate .. {0+ /0]

not when they don't bother .. because Schlesinger was the candidate until HoJo lost the primary

Johin McCain: Bush right to veto kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostle on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:13:40 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
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¥ Im Hudson and Essex, the bad guys often (0« (0.}
don't clear 10-15%

Having credibility when making an argument is the straightest path to persuasion.

by SpamiNunn on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 09:44:55 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w According to those charts (1+/ 0-)

Lieberman only won 33% of the Dem vote, and 70% of the Repub. He was the defacto Republican
candidate. Lamont won §5% of the Dem vote.

Dems {or Indies) voting for Lieberman because of name recognition, or who believed his pap that he

was suddenty in favor of ending the war, are the type specimens of "low-info".

by Robobagpiper on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:51:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ 33% of Dems and 54% of Independents [0+ /0

are “low info" voters. That's a very condescending attitude, isn't it?

Having credibifity when making an argument is the straightest path to persuasion.

by Spambiunn on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:21:23 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ YESI (2+10.)

You dont see the Republicans whining about this! If a Republican manages to win a primary and they
don't think he’s "conservative enough”™ they say "screw it” and dont support him.

They scream and yefl and raise bloody hell whenever a party leader says anything they find offensive.
Penn. Sen. Arlan Spector says that "there will not be a litmus test for Supreme Court Justices” in the
Senate Judiciary Committee and WHAM! POW!

The night wing goes NUTS and launches an immediate huge campaign to strip him of his committes
chairmanship because of a perceived opposition to Bush's effort to pack the Court with extremist loons
like Alito.

Spector backs down and mumbles an apology like a whipped dog. Color me impressed. You didn't
hear one PEEP out of Spector for the rest of the Bush administration except "Thank you Sir! May |
please have another!”

We need to beat these fools up once in an while and put the FEAR into them so they won't
DARE betray us on issues of supreme importance like war, the Constitution, and health care.

by Cugel an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:27:58 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Example: Arcuri, Mike [NY-24) (L+ 0.}
Cutside of thaca, this District is like the backwoods of Kentucky, It's Children of the Corm country.
Lots of poverty, but stifl very conservative. He has to vote the way he votes,  RunJon Hall (NY-19)
there, who has a District that votes like Westchester County, and he will get crushed. Careful, please!
Having credibility when making an argument is the straightest path to persuasion.

by SpamNunn on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:25:11 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Arcuriwon (1+/70.)

as a law and order, tough, former DAL He's a great guy but he's not going to be more of a progressive.
Gillibrand is definitely the more disappointing of the two

Fact are stubbomn things, -John Adams

by circlesnshadows on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:28:17 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

 Peterson, Colin (MN-0T) (1+/0-)
Shameful job on FISA, sir.  Complete cowardice.
You are in our sights, Rep. Peterson.
We're starting the groundwork for a strong challenger here in MN. even now.
Serve the Constitution, or get ready to be replaced. You are not Congressman-For-Life, believe it or
not.
JOHMN McCAIN = George W. Bush's 3rd term.

by chumley on Wed Jun 25, 2008 ai 10:11:34 AM PDT

w Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow... {0+ [ 0.

S0 2010 is going to be the year we pivot from taking controf of our govemment, (o
holding out accountable.

Of course, this takes more than just bitching about your frustrations on a blog,
damning a whole party for the actions of & minonty more scared of Mr. 28% than of
protecting the Constitution they swore to protect. This takes hard work. But now is
the time to start.

That all sounds great, but it will definitely be much harder, if not impossible, for some people, including
me. Right now | am NOT of the mindset of doing more than vating in November, and maybe giving
money to a candidate who realkly, really, really impresses me.

That could change, but right now I'm beyond demoralized and angry; I'm disgusted and ambivalent.

A Leader Without Folfowers s Just A Guy Taking A Walk

by gooderservice on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:13:31 AM PDT

# HOYER should be on the list nft {1+ 0.}
This country does nal have the uxury to entertamn idiocy as if it is reasonable. --Dighby

by Thought Crime on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:14:18 AM PDT

* He's a special case. (3= /0-)

He needs a category all for himself.

“¥ou know what the real fight 157 The real fight is the definition of what is realiny. " Bermie S5anders
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by shpilk.on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:17:22 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w There are a few unfortunately we just can't (0 | 0.}
Anyone who is in a very safe democratic seat should definitely primaned. Those in the south probably
not

by CanadianBoy on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:14:24 AM PDT

¥ Kos, you're going to far. (3+/0.)
these are people from conservative districts, and that likely demands them voting consenatively. Also,

dividing the party in an election year will almost certainly results in a loss of seats.

by deaniac20 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:17:24 AM PDT

w | don't think s0 {0+ [0-)
Especially if you not allow to post commenis like this after a few more important "bills” are passed.

by danGe7 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:21:38 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ 50 | suppose .. (0+0.)

the Obama-Clinton race divided the party as well

John MeCain: Bush rght fo velo kids health insurance expansion

by Calvin Jones and the 13th Apostie on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:54:28 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Well, that's a lot! (0+/10-)

That's too many to primary and have any comph behind our challenges. | think it better to put more
effort into fewer fights.

A while back, | made a list of Democrats in safe Democratic seats who voted for a 'blank check' for
Bush:

I've got a liktle list

| think & really strong effort against, say 20 congresspeople has a better chance of being noticed and
of working than anything on this scale

Just my opinion

Now up: Race, turnouf, and Obama’s chances

by plis1s on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:17:37 AM PDT

w 5teny Hoyer, Steny Hoyer, Steny Hoyer. (4+110-)

Give him a run for his money, and the rest will get the message. 1t won't result in ideological purity, but
it will definitely yield some respect.

Why does John McCain Rale kids?

by Fasaha on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:19:05 AM PDT

¥ Yes, Steny Hoyer was the #1 Democratic (0= [ 0.}
...mower behind the "FISA Amendments Act of 2008.7

| would be glad to donate to a primary candidate with a liberal record against him.

Verify the Voie.

by Eric J in MN on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:31:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ | humbly suggest a different approach 5+ 0-}

Kos, first you say this:
S0 you're angry about the Democratic capitulation? Don't take it out on the party.

Which | agree with.

But then you say this:

Don't expect help from the local party establishment, theyll close ranks. So tap into
alternate infrastructures.

Which, while accurate, doesn't really get to the crux of the issue. The local party infrastructure in many
states, like mine, can't endorse in primaries, per the party's own rules.

Here's my suggeston, and a slight promation for a panel I'm on at Netroots Nation this year. Starting
running vourseif..for party office like those party establishment pecple. If we want long term change in
the party, change that has to work its way naturally through the party over the course of many years
(fike the conservatives did in the Republican Party), then we need activists to step up and work
WITHIM the party, moreso than primary challenges that may or may not work.

That way, come 20 years from now, we won't need to wormy about primary challenges, because we'll
have created the structure within the party that promotes the candidates and elected officials we seek.
Let's see.._the Reputican Pary, or my eternal soul'? -- Rep. Wayne Gilchrest, R-MD

by wmirialiawyer on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:21:04 AM PDT

# lsn't that what Obama did? (2+ 0.}

Saw the problems and decided the best way to make real change was to go o law school and get
himself into a position to waork from the inside?

That being said, | do agree with Kos that we need (o think into the future, and twa years out is not oo
far at ali.

We do need to support the good efforts of our elected Democrats, but we also need o immediately
jumgp on them when they break their promises or make stooopid decisions.

| don't think well be successful long-term if we don't do both.

-6.62-6.82 Peace please.

by politik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:29:45 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* What bugs me... (0+/0-}
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""Mom, baseball, apple pie, and a unified Democralic juggemaut.

by Purplepeople on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:12 AM PDT

* Make that five Blue Dogs (0+ | 0-)

Bill Foster (IL-14) pretty much belongs to that group, and he voted nay. | still say we should primary his
ass, though, for his stupid stance on-a national 10 card.

Michae!

Musing's musings

by musing85 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:13 AM PDT

¥ Why would | want... (1+/0.}

to organize a politcal challenge against Bart Gordon?  Okay, so he made one vote that | don't agree
with. But if's the house. The Senate is the great equalizer and | put my effort into electing Dems there
in TM not rying to challange a great Dem in a Red District. Bart's been too geod for my district, too
good for my state in helping elect and reelect Dems. For you to condemn him for one vote is
cutrageous and I'm sorry but | must disagree. | can't speak for the others because | dn't know them.
But | assure you, Bart's a good man and a good Democrat, and if | have a problem with him 1l call
him, cause | know he'll answer. Thanks for your Gme.

"Kigs! Bringing about Armageddon can be dangerous. Do nof attermpt it in your home. - Good Omens”

by Tru Blue g Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:48 AM PDT

* You Really Think {2+ 0-)

| worked for Joe Donnelly in the In-02. He beat the incumbnent Republican and ran a great campaign.
¥eah, Bush helped a lot.

| live in & hbral district, my guy is going to win no matter what.
You really think a flaming liberal is going to win in rural Indiana.
Dream on.

Cronneliy won and we took back the House. Defeat him and you'll probably send a Repbublican back
in that seat.

This County is not Daily Kos, | hate to break it (o vou.
And 99% of the Country even knows what FISA means.

by SonnyTufts on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:49 AM PDT

“ A fish rots from the head; a party from its feet (2 0-)

Cleaning up the party will be the main task after November, but "good" Democrats are not only defined
by the issues, but also by their integrity. There is substantial corruption'in the Democratic Party that
has thoroughly rotted the party in some regions.

Appalachia is one of those regions, where Democrats obtained hegemony in the 1930s {in parts) and
have used that hegemony to become cligarchic and kleptocratic. You don't rack up 80 point primary
margins, as Clinton did in some Appalachian counties, by clean campaigning on the issues.

To clean up this comuption, you cant do it by targeting congressional seats, because its the local pool
that's been tainted. To get at that corruption, you gotta start at the county and municipal level. The
Obama-controlied party will have to identify those local areas where the party has become thoroughly
corrupt, and develop a means to ensure the replacement of rotten mayors, county commissioners, and
party chairmen.

Those new local replacements will be the congressional candidates of tomorrow.

by Ohiobama on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:23:06 AM PDT

¥ Is there a "Progressive Vote Tracker" (1+ /0]

website where each Congress member's vote on Progresive is tracked? | know that | can track actual
votes on each piece of legislation, but would like to track votes on key Progressive issues & if
someone's already doing that, it would make the fact checking a lot easier.

My Rep. i= on the list above, but isn't a blue dog. | had thought he tended to be more progressive, but

now I'd like to check his record.

by kurious on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:24:13 AM PDT

My rep. is Jean Schmidt (1+/0.)
In lieu of condolence flowers, please send contributions fo Vic Wulsin at Act Blue

by Ohiobama on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:37:12 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w sorry, here is the Wulsin link {0+ 7 0.}
http:ihwweeacthlue.coml...

by Ohiobama on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:42:09 AM POT
[ Parent ]

 What are you a moron, Kos, how dare you {7+ | 1.}

suggest all of these people should be primaned out? Oh wait, you said:

Mot all of these people will get or even deserve primaries, but this vote certainky
puts a bulis eye on their district.

But going by many of the comments here vou would think yvou had never wrote that sentence.

McCarn and Lobbyists; MocCain on NAFTA

by ETinKC on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:24:19 AM PDT

¥ Yes, some folks can't read obviously. {3+ 0.)

But we will still be keeping a close eye on these traitors under the leadership of our tough fighting
leader.
Peaople power = LGBTQ marital rights = OBAMA "08!

by kevinspa on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:32:36 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* New England - true land of liberty {4+ 0.)
Onky Jim Langevin (RI-02) voted aye.

Congratulations to all 10 members of the Massachusetts delegation; the two freshmen in New
Hamnehira: Tnm Allen: Patrick Kannedhe and the noartat from Connecticet: Mormba Tl soes T arenn
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and Courtney. You stuck up for the Constituticn when even Barack Obama wouldn't.

by Saucyintruder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:24:19 AM PDT

¥ Yesindeed (0+/ 0.}
And Langevin should be primaried amyway. He's not pro-choice,
He's had alot of lousy opponents. | bet he could be toppled.

by SlachkwareGrrl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:47:27 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Some comments {2+ 0]

First off, people are ignoring that we have a chance to head off a new blue dog. In NY-13 there is a
primary between Steve Harrison, a true liberal who backs the responsible plan to get out of Irag, and
Mike McMahon, who is anti-marriage equality {though for “civil unions), favors a Constitutional
Amendment to ban flag burming, and who has been equivocal about the Irag war, telling the
Conservative Party of NY that he supports the war while teliing Daily Gotham he opposes it,
Harrison needs help to defeat Biue Dog McMahon and then whoever the Republicans put in. You can
help through my NY STate Act Blue siie,

As to Loretta Sanchez...hard for me to see her or her sisier {Linda) as Blue Dogs. | was proud to help
Loretta when she was first elected...replacing the insane B-2 Bob Dornan, someone so vile even
Gingrich almost refused to campaign for him. Let me just say | consider Loretta and Linda Sanchez to
be good folks and hope they are not challenged.

Some of the others listed, though, are another matter, as long as it is done strategically and doesn't
wind up helping Republicans.

And one last thing. Yay NYC Dems!! Pretty much as a bloc, even the sometimes lousy Towns, they
have been voting well.
Read the PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRAT Newsletter

by mole333 o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:26:19 AM PDT

w "Helping R's" is inevitable to (0= 0.}
purge the party of R-iite "cenirists”. The point is to "take back our party” (per John Edwards) from the
DLC - Clintonian R-ites. and "go for the goid”.

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:00:3% PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ lwon't go there (0+ [ [-)

| wion't support efforts that will help the party that has done so much damage to Amernca and the world.
Me Democrat is as bad as the modern Republican Party.

Read the PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRAT Newsletter

by mole333 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:32:12 PM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ Rep. Sanchez and Rep. Hill are Blue Dogs? (1+/0-)

| don't recall every being disappointed in any of their votes. to my recollection, uniike the assoried
other collection of this organization, Rep. Sanchez and Rep. Hill have always voted the people
powered nefrools way.
People power = LGEBTQ marital rights = OBAMA 08!

by kevinspa on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:26:51 AM PDT

* Frustrating sometimes ... {0+ 0-)

... to be sitting here in Massachusetts/Connecticut, wishing | had a representative of my own to bitch
about.

| had Lieberman as a personal scapegoat for years, but then | moved across the border.
jeff
www.jeffschult.com

by jeffbot ord Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:27:31 AM PDT

¥ Proud of my Congressman {0+ [ 0.}

He’s not on that list. He's not in a bluer than blue district, either.

Quag Warranta?

by taraka das on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:27:5% AM PDT

¥ Yes, (1+/0.)

(1) Cwrganize progressives online as a powerful electoral force, inwhich we continually educate
ourselves and each other (2003-2005)

{2} Win back control of Congress (2006)

{3} Kill the republican Party as a competitive national party and elect Obama as Prez (2008)

(4} Bring the froops home from lrag (20090

{5) Split the Democratic Party between its corparatisis and its progressives via primary challenges
(2010)

by acquittal on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:28:27 AM PDT

w# We are going to take out Rep. Chandler & Herseth? (1-/0.)

| thought under the leadership of Mr. Kos, we are the only reasons they got elected in the first place
and now they have turned on us? That is very ungrateful. Neither of them would have come close to
winning without the people powered netroots progressive community here.

People power = LGEBTQ marital ights = OBAMA 08!

by kevinspa on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:22:06 AM PDT

w they didn't perform as they were supposed to (0+ | 0-}
50, time for them to go.
i think.
i never know what we're supposed to be doing as the netroots sometimes--the goalposts always
change.
Central PA Kossacks smoke a bowl; we'l be fine!

by terrypinder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:33:10 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
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¥ We will await word from our leader. [0+ 0.}

But Rep. Chandler and Rep. Herseth shoukd be reminded that without us in the people powered
progressive community, no one in S0 or KY would have ever heand of them, much less voted for them.
People power = LGEBTQ marital rights = OBAMA 08!

by kevinspa on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:34:07 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ i'm still trying to figure out (0 / 0-}

who would replace my congressman in PA-17, other then a Republican. | can't think of anyone in the
current establishment or anyone among my friends wheo could mount a sucessful pnmary challenge.

There are fairly young state representatives in the district who are Democrats but they're also Blue
Dog Democrats. One has an Uzl Mot kidding. lolz.

| don't think a progressive in the Kossack sense could win here. Liberal, maybe. Progressive, nope.

Central PA Kossacks smoke a bow!; we'll be fing!

by terrypinder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:37:37 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ and we'll get our first test case (0+/ 0-)
when we replace a very nasty mean bully of a state senator in my county this fall with an awesome
Democrat.

Central PA Kossacks smoke a bowl; we'l be fine!

by terrypinder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:48:28 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Bud Cramer is retiring (0+ | 0-)

And it is an open seat right now, for election this year, so we can't really do anything about him.

by greatn on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:29:26 AM PDT

w Does anybody have a {0+ | -}
Democratic voter registration in say anyone of Conyers voting districts. If we start & letter writeing

campaign in his district that would be great,

by ghett on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:30:10 AM PDT

¥ BestWorst candidates (3+/0-)
The best choices to primary would meet one or more of the following criteria;

1. Represent a strongly demaocratic district. Al Wynin was a perfect example - there was no
risk in losing the seat to a Republican.

2. Member of the leadership. You only need to slay one or two giants fo get some atiention.

3. Members representing districts with large numbers of minorities who are the most likely to
be targeted by govemment overreach.

4. Repeat offenders (for obvious reasons).
Less good are members who:

1. Represent very consernvative districts where someone more progressive really can't win
{unless they're so homible that it wouldn't be any worse to have a Republican). | doubt, for
example, there's any value in taking out Jim Matheson, even if it was possibie.

2. Have an otherwise pretty good record.
3. Small fries — better to go after a big fish.

Because the netroots is somewhat limited in the kind of force we can apply, | think it's going to be more
effective got target & small number of high-profile targets, rather than spreading resources too thin. In
that wein, may | suggest going after Steny Hoyer, James Clyburn, Rham Emanuel and John Barrow.

In fact, there's still an opportunity to take out John Barrow this cycle.

by fwitfo on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:31:28 AM PDT

w Regardless of district shade. (0+/0.)

Evervone is furious about this FISA issue. Everyone has a friend or relative in the LGBTOQ community
or overseas that they now fear have had their conversations recorded. Plus the fact that the dreams of
millions to join & class action suit have been neadiessly derailed.

People power = LGET( marital rights = OBAMA 08!

by kevinspa on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:31:29 AM PDT

w Donate against FISA sellouts {0+ [ [-)

http/horweeactblue.coml...

you can't even spell "bullshit” without "Bush”. .

by lostmypassword on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:32:09 AM PDT

¥ TARGET THE LEADERSHIP {0+ /0-)

Specifically Hoyer and Emanuel. Serious challenges to them will send shock waves throughout the
entire caucus.

"We are the ones we have been waiting for” --Barack Obama reminding us we have to hold him
accountable.

by Jim in Chicago on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:36:05 AM PDT

¥ | gave 35% to Murphy and Shuler last year to help {0+ ! 0-)
get them elected. Mot again.

by auB285 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:36:30 AM PDT
¥ We the people (0+ 0.}
LIFE * | have lived enough of it {ane year short of 8 decades) to know that [ am still & pupil.

by Luetta on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:37:04 AM PDT

¥ Holden (PA-17) (0+/0.)

S S R s e TR e LSl e e e DA L s e e TS il S Tl S R

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
https://getfireshot.com



http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/story/2008/6/25/1204/74882/511/541568
https://getfireshot.com
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/214?mode=alone;showrate=1#c214
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:93173
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/214#c214
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/story/2008/6/25/1204/74882/511/541568#c211
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/223?mode=alone;showrate=1#c223
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CentralPA_dailyKos/?yguid=183629736
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:52583
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/223#c223
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/story/2008/6/25/1204/74882/511/541568#c214
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/260?mode=alone;showrate=1#c260
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CentralPA_dailyKos/?yguid=183629736
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:52583
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/260#c260
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/story/2008/6/25/1204/74882/511/541568#c223
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/200?mode=alone;showrate=1#c200
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:130927
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/200#c200
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/203?mode=alone;showrate=1#c203
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:141415
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/203#c203
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/206?mode=alone;showrate=1#c206
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://reginathomas4congress.com/
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.politicalcompass.org/
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:18216
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/206#c206
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/207?mode=alone;showrate=1#c207
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:93173
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/207#c207
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/209?mode=alone;showrate=1#c209
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.actblue.com/page/fisa
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:164467
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/209#c209
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/217?mode=alone;showrate=1#c217
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:11132
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/217#c217
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/219?mode=alone;showrate=1#c219
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:30729
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/219#c219
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/221?mode=alone;showrate=1#c221
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:51357
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/221#c221
http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2008/6/25/1204/74882/226?mode=alone;showrate=1#c226

Page 41

http://web.archive.org/web/20080701190530/http://www.dailykos.com/story/2008/6/25/1204/74882/511/541568
Daily Kos: 2010 will be primary season

FIRNE FAGEE S QUUiiss I 10 il 0r A | EEI i L I e o JIIal y CHGanenigs rsre, Tkl sclil, 1S Ji)
economy-ravaged district that (| think] is tuming a bit bluer, so who knows.__.

by thefxc on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:38:14 AM PDT

W Thank you so much for this, Markos. {4+ | (-}
| think that this is one of the best posts you've ever written.
This is THE answer to all those wringing their hands owver the last week and a half, declaring that
Democrats aren't worth supporting.
Reality Window | dwahzon's village

by vbdietz on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:38:52 AM PDT

¥ Also, Judiciary Committe Members {2+ 0.}

Below are the Dems currently sitting on the House Judiciary Committee who also sold out the
Constitution;

Howard Berman, CA 28th
Brad Sherman, CA 27th*
Luis Gutierrez, IL 4th
Rick Boucher, VA Sth

Adam Schiff, CA 29th (a Blue Dog, listed above)
Artur Davis, AL Tth

In my wiew, these people ought to know better, and their votes were not only wrong, but alsa in direct

viclation of their responsibilities as members of the Judiciary Commitiee.

by lalod456987 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:39:58 AM PDT

% Thanks Kos! This new kind of... {6+ 0.}

...politics is not going to be easy. We've got good Democrats in office, but they've been irained to 'play
the game’ as it's been defined for years. In some instances they really haven't had a choice.

But we're growing an active Democratic electorate right now that we need to nurture---teach and keep
ourselves active! That's why | appreciate this post from yvou today.

We have to constantly hold our elected Democrats' feet to the fire while constanthy supporting them
{with money and kudos) when they do well.

And from among our ranks will appear some of the next elected Democratic Representatives,
Senators and POTUS's!

It won't happen overnight, but this is how we'll force the new kind of politics to become the norm.

-6.62/-6.82 Peace please.

by politik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:40:05 AM PDT

¥ Anyone know of a "Primer on Primarying?" nft {2+ 0}

1 think that people want peace so much thal one of these days govermment had belter gel out of their
way and let them have it. - Dwight D. Eisenhower

by scrape on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:44:24 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Excellent topic for a diary. {0+ /0]

| could sure use some additicnal info!

-6.62/-6.82 Peace please.

by politik on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:14 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Let's not eat our own and end where we were [0+ 0.}

Its easy to assume that ali these folks come from Districts who think like Kos readers, but this isn't the
real world, A lot of these Southern Democrats have to get elected in a temrible environment and this is
still a representative Democracy. If they start voting fike everyone on here would want them to, they'll
have different day jobs pretty guickhy.

by treyga orr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:40:26 AM PDT

¥ llbe (1+/0.)

the Biue Dog to True Blue Campaign

Questioning ancther's patriotism is the refuge of the truly unpatriotic.
by surfbird007 o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:40:33 AM PDT

w "l do solemnly swear..." {2+ ()

| do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will support the Constitution of the United States.” ("Except
when I'm a coward.”)

A Leader Withowt Followers Is Just A Guy Taking A Walk

by gooderservice on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:40:49 AM PDT

¥ Langevin needs to be primaried {0+ [ 0.}
Langevin, Jim (Ri-02).

Rhode island is a very blue state, | don't know why this guy is even the seat. Isn't he also pro-life?

by SlackwareGrrl on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:41:02 AM PDT

w All well said, but we need organized help (1+ 0.}

| took the opportunity to get off the couch and be the campaign manager for a great woman in CA-41,
Rita Ramirez-Cean. But she lost the primary because bad Dems (Baca) and the party establishment
had all the power. She only lost by 700 vaotes_. 55 - 10K would have mede the difference by sending
OME direct mail piece. What do we do about those who don't hawe access to capital? Emily's List
wouldn't help until she raised 370K.. there are too many good candidates who die an electoral death
because they can't raise money. But we should require a good candidate to only be an ATM...or else
that pervers the system we're trying to change. How about & dallykos PAC? Doing this piecemeal isn't
the best way to go about this; IMO.

# Markos, this is a follow up to (0+ 1-)

the conwversation we had at the Udall (CO) fundraiser in SF early this vear. You were right about
needing money, and this will be a problem for all these candidates you're trying to inspire. | just went
through this so | know the problems and want to heip fix it. The DCCC isn’t interested in helping small
time, tier 3 candidates, but a big blog PAC could make a big difference.

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
https://getfireshot.com
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by IndielnSF an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:49:58 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

% Plus, there should be a way for Kossacks (1+ | 0-)

to search this site and find others who five in the same district. It would have been great to have
access to all them in CA-41 when | was running. Instead | had to troll the comments of past posts on
her Repub opponent (Lewis) and randomly email those people leaving comments if it was in their
profile. | only found two, one of which | couldn't reach until two months before the primary (puckpady)
and she was already lined up behind another candidate, who came in third. Markos, how about
emailing everyone registered, asking for their emails (which can be kept private at kos world
headquarters and ask people if they are willing to share their emails with people organizing in their
district?

by Indieln5F an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:55:02 AM PDT
[ Parent]

¥ how many orange brutha & sistas (0= 7 0.)

do i have here in 3rd district KS? Dennis Moore voted in favor of the FISA bill. Dennis Moore has got
to go.

The Monty Python Dennis Moore was smarter than this guy.

Nick Jordan is the challenger. He gets my money.

by speardmagicHeimet on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:48:00 AM PDT

¥ l'was once HR'd for {jokingly) refering to {1+ /0]
Murtha as a senile old fart

It seems less laughable now. F-him for this vote.

by cjaznikds on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:49:22 AM PDT

* Remember went this site went ga-ga (1+/0-)
over him for Majority Leader?

Seems that on this issue he was no better than Hoyer, huh?

Let’s see...the Republican Party, or my elernal soul? -- Rep. Wayne Gilchrest, R-MD

by wmiriallawyer on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:23 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Absolutely. eom (04 0-)

by ejaznikds on Wed Jun 25, 2008 af 10:52:13 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

 This post needs to be pinned somewhere (2+ / 0-)

You need to do a big graphic that says, "READ THIS FIRST! (and read it agan every few weeks)" and
give it a permanent spot at the top of the page.

# | don't know much about all this primary business (0+ | 0.}

but | think 1 can be more diligent about pinning down candidates on the issues before | vote for them.

by sweeper of Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:29 AM PDT

“ Im hoping to move back to Chicago next year (0+ /0]

I'll hawve to try to move to Bean's or Emanuel's district just to help fund their challengers - or Gutierrez's!
Why the hell did he vote for it? He used to be my Rep. What inherent interest do the people of
Chicago have in bending over for the telcos?

| guess Jesse Junior will end up mayoer after Daley now. Sorry Luis.
Plenty of Beltway institutions already existed for the purpase of cheering on any and all Democrats no
matter what they do. -Glenn Greenwald

by nightsweat on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:50:36 AM PDT

W Thanks, Kos, for naming names. nft {0+ [ 02}
An-ilusion can never be destroyved directly... 5K

by Thomas Twinnings on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:51:30 AM PDT

¥ Why is Rahm Emanuel's name not highlighted? {2+ /0-)

by ProduceMan on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:52:11 AM PDT

¥ Richardson - 3Tth is weak (0+ /0]

She's a recent addition who took over the seat of Juanita Millender-McDonald in a special election
where she won the primary over a large field of candidates including Jenny Oropeza who would make
a good primary challenger next go round.

Richardson hasn't been in long enough to be a solid incumbent and she has been deluged with bad
press recently {some of which has gone national) about her defaulting on multiple morigages.

The 37th has become an extremely strong Democratic district (after redistricting) so there really was
no excuse for Richardson to vote for this FISA debacle. She was one of the ones that hasn't received
any Telco funds (at least not yet, though who knows what help she might be getting to pay off those
mortgeges?), but that just means someone else must be pulling her chain successiully.

| think Richardson would be a prime candidate for a primary challenge in 2010.

Johin MeCain doesn't think kids need health insurance

by katerina on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:54:31 AM PDT

 Yes, though not so much because of FISA {0+ | -}

{even though there's no excuse for her to have made this vote.) She has serious ethics problems
related to montgage favortism. | hope someone will primary her:

John MeCain's Court will overiurn Roe; don't kid yourself.

by Seneca Doane o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:00:17 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Kos's most inspiring, how-to' and {1+ /0-}
quitcherbeliyachin’-and-do-something-now story! Thanks for the great, life changing, party changing
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work here!

by divineorder on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:54:37 AM PDT

¥ Michaud a true moderate [0+ 0-}

Mike Michaud started out much further to the right than he's been more recently. He's really become
very responsive to his constituents. While he still votes with big business more often than I'd like, on
FISA and other constitutional issues, and on the war in Irag, he has a very progressive record.

by deb = on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:56:46 AM PDT

¥ I'm with you, Kos. (0+/0.)

And | also want to see something done about redistricting. My district is so germymandered as to be
laughable. Damrell Issa is as entrenched as they get. | support other Dems where | can, but I'd love to
think we actually had a shot at kicking out losers like Issa. At least they should have the sneaking
suspicion that they cowld lose so that they might bother to listen to their constituents.

Our time s now:

by Rachel in Vista ovr Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:58:13 AM PDT

* we should add the names of the house members who {0+ 0-}

OPPOSED any and all moves towards IMPEACHMENT. the people, Madler, Pelosi, Conyers JUST to
name a few, had a major hand in putting us where we are today.... had they NOT stood in the way of
Impeachment we may never have had this FISA FIGHT over retroactive immunity et al.

| cannot consider the people who stood against impeaching this President as GOOD DEMOCRATS...
party democrats yes... but good? not any more.

In MY'C there is a very active group of people who have kept the pressure for impeachment UP with
regards to Nadter... he has basicalty ignored them and NOW they are responding byt pushing for
something Madler hasnt had in decades... a credible PRIMARY CHALLENGE. | am sad to have to
include COnyers in this group that needs o be primaried but the day | watched as he ridiculed those of
us who have respectfully and consistently called out to him to move on IMPECHMENT... and ridiculed
us IN PUBLIC, on c-span. itwas at that moment | lost respect for John COnyers, who | now see as a
PANDERER select who's job has been to keep the progressive base of the democratic party occupied
with dead end hearings and calls for more amd more ANGRY emails.

any chance we can get an organized CHEAT SHEET with those that need to be primaried listed by
STATE and diostrict rather then alphebetically... that way we can easily pick an incumbant in our own
area and make them our designated 'we need BETTER democrats then vou in that seat” target for
2010.

"Bomb Bomb Bomb iran”™ is NOT a coherent Mid-East Strategy Mr McCain

by Knotlookin an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 10:5%:56 AM PDT

w it goes without saying that we should be cautious {0+ 1)

Donna Edwards and Med Lamont were smart choices to make. They had a legit shot at winning, and
the current Dem was out of step with their district.

So this s the long list. The list will become shoner in one year, when we see more polling, voting, and
really analyze these districts.
If's not & campaign. [t's &8 movement. Will you stand up?

by danthrax on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:00:20 AM PDT

w* Ron Kind (D-W1 3) Called "Nauseating” by Madison (0+ [ 0.}
paper and was reprinted in the La Crosse Trbune yesterday.
Our "congressman” Ron Kind has been a Bush enabler from the beginning and is one of the most

shameless and nutless Dems in the House.

by CW Wisconsin on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:03:03 AM PDT

# thank you for this (04 0-}

examining this thread in even a cursory way makes it clear how complicated things get at this level
downsiream from the national and state level choices.

Personally, 1 like to think about Presidential and Senate races almost exclusively. It seems like my
Heouse Reps have been excelient and unseatable in the cool districts | have lived in and the reverse in
the thug districts ['ve lived in.

Part of my attitude has to do with having moved so often in my life for professional reasons.

Those who know their local politics well are in a position to work for change exactly the way you
describe.

Go to it and stop moaning fellows. We have a proto-neo-fascist state to fight. |t ain't gonna be easy.
We have the responsibility to do it as best we can.

I regret that I have but one life to give. | want more lives' Colbert ** "you were sick, but now you're well
again and there's work o do' vonnegut

by fernand¥ on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:06:37 AM POT

W 54,000 a head (1+/0-)

Mow we're at a disadvantage wis a vis AT&T. We dont have the millions to pump
into campaign coffers

It didn’t take millions to buy these people. According to MAPLight.org, it took abowt 54,000 apiece:

Comparing Democrats’ Votes (March 14th and June 20th votes):
Verizon, AT&T, and Sprint gave PAC contributions averaging:

58,359 to each Democrat who changed their position to support immunity for Telcos
{94 Dems)

54,987 to each Democrat who remained opposed to immunity for Telcos (116
Dems)

88 percent of the Dems who changed to supporting immunity (83 Dems of the 94)
received PAC contributions from Verizon, ATET, or Sprint during the last three years
(Jan. 2005-Mar. 2008). See below for list of these 34 Dems.

All House Members (June 20th vote:)
Verizon, AT&T, and Sprint gave PAC confributions averaging:

£9.659 to each member of the House voting "YES™ {105-Dem, 188-Rep)
£4 810 to each member of the House voting "NO" (128-Dem, 1-Rep)

Could we raise $1.5 million to counter ATET? We could.

Should we have to? HELL NO.

by wanderindiana oy Wed Jum 25, 2008 at 11:12:09 AM PDT
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 Funny... (1+/0-}
Jerry McMNerney {CA-11)is in the "CA-11: Republican Dean Andal allegedly tied to major scandal” as
the challenger, and also in this story as a 2010 primary target....

by james1108 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:12:14 AM PDT

w Democrats won't have to lift a finger.. {0+ 0.)

.to get rid of these Blue Jackals. Their Republican challengers will simply parade their votes against
the Fourth Amendment about in ads to win against them next time out.

Theay'll tell the whole miserable story about how ATET gave the Democratic incumbents thousands of
doliars to vote for telecom amnesty.

And you know what? This tme they won't be spinmng.

it is easier to fight for one’s principles than 1o live up to them. Alfred Adler

by Quicksilver2723 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:12:34 AM PDT

* Ah, but they got the same $85. (0= [ 0.)
The average donation to those supporting the FISA bill last week, Dem or Rethug, was $9.659.
The average donation to those opposing was $4,810.

Source linked just upthread.

by wanderindiana on Wed Jun 25, 2008 a1 11:16:04 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

* a new challenger doesn't have the record... {0+ 0-)

..of taking the money for the vote. Big difference.

It is easier to fight for one’s principles than fo live up to them. Aifred Adler

by Quicksilver2723 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:55:57 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Now, crossreference this list with other sellouts {0+ 0

bw Democrats, including the Patriot Act, Miltary Commissions Act, the Detainee Treatment Act, the
Bankruptcy Bill, The lran Resolution, and (of course) The lrag War Authorization.  Obviously, some of
those people are no longer in congress due to retirements and whatnot, but | bet most of them are still
aropund. At least, by comparing these votes on all these different capitulations, we can come up with a
“Capitulation Caucus”.

Then, out of that "caucus,” choose the worst offenders in the most strategic districts where a

progressive can mount & credible chailenge and replace the current incumbent,

by My Philesophy on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:19:16 AM PDT

¥ Kos, you should be one of the candidates! (1+/0-}
If you have to move between now and 2010 to be in right district, then "Move on’l

You are a perfect example of the technology savvy, Progressive netroots candidate that can help drag
Ceongress, kicking and screaming, into the 21st Century.

You already have a nationwide constituency here that is as large as a Congressional District; it
contains many campaign professionals and legions of volunteers who would come to your aid in a
heartbeat. You understand the numbers, you can raise money, you have the digital infrastructure
already in place.

Pick the most reprehensible primary target in California {or in the Mational Capital Region, or Boston)
where the technology community rules, and [ve there. You're a digital creature; you live online, spatial
location and geography are a GoogleEarth tool to you, not an important part of your environment.
Where you live physically does not affect vour livelihood, and would even less so as a Member of
Congress.

For the price of the moving wan, you could be prepared to take on any one of a number of ossified
incumbent Representatives who need to be replaced. Find seme Grampy Old Fart, and tie him to
John McCain, and we'll net-bomb his ass back to the farm on your behalf.

Last night, after Sen. Dodd's [Awesome!] FISA speech, CSPAN-2 went to coverage of committee
hearings on the Universal Service Fund; an issue of telecom arcana (fike "Net Neutrality™) that a bunch
of clueless luddites on the committee just cant get their analeg brains around. To cope with the
emerging trancendental digital environment, America needs infernet pioneers in Congress, ils
that simple.

Kos, you, vourself, are as attractive, personable, articulate, intefligent, and charismatic as anyone else
you might "recruit” to run for Congress instead. Take the piunge. We've got your back.

"Extremism in the Defense of Liberty is No Vice; Moderation, in the Pursuit of Justice is No Virue." -
AuH20

by Press to Digitate on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:20:35 AM PDT

* Right District is easy - Pelosi's. nt (2+/0-)

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:37:23 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ But iz he better for the cause right here? nt {04/ 0.)

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:39:44 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Half of Congress blogs, (0+/0.)
and I'm sure Kos has got his own geek sguad to manage the guts of the site.

Imagine what a renegade congressman's staff political director could do with this machinery at his
disposal, in relation to pushing progressive legislation through with nationwide support.

A freshman Congressman Mouwlitsas would, overnight, become one of the most powerful leaders on
the Hill. His digital clout would overpower decades of senionty, by legacy 20th Century pols who are -
Iets face it - obsolete.

"Extremism in the Defense of Liberty s No Vice, Moderation, in the Pursuit of Justice is No Virue. " -
AuH20

by Press to Digitate on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:53:58 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ That would be something to behold. {1+ 0.}

by Hesiod on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:52:39 AM POT
[ Parent ]

¥ | can see it all now, (0+/ 0.}
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in your Medem, not on the Hill"...
"Extremism in the Defense of Liberty is No Vice; Moderation, in the Pursuit of Justice is No Virlue." -
AuH20

by Press to Digitate on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:06:51 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ No courage. nit (0+ /0]

by Wyo Wrangler on Wed Jun 25. 2008 at 01:08:24 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ no, no, no {0+ 0.}

This issue is not as clear cut as you make it seem and some of these are very good members of
Cengress who we need to increase our majority and take back the country.

"Ask not what your country can do for you,; ask what you can do for your counfny”

by Barth on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:27:36 AM PDT

w Snark tag? Or, duuhh, isn't "taking back (0+ [ 0-)
the country” kind of the purpose - of both the diary AND the purge, stupid

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:43:57 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

0K, since | am so stupid, let me ask you this (0= 0-}

how would running a primary opponent against say, John Hall (oddly, my Congressman and the first
Democrat | have had to represent me in the House since | moved out of NYC in 1988) help to take
back the couniry since almost any other Democrat, certainly one who is further to the keft than
Congressman Hall, would lose?

Please explain this to me since | am obviously too stupid to understand these complicated things.

{1 love name calling. It is so much more eflective than reasoned argument._._}

"Ask not what vour country can do far you; ask what yvou can do for your couniny”

by Barth on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 05:21:04 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Why Patrick Murphy (PA-08)? (1+/0.)

by bluegras=50 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:28:57 AM PDT

* Don't hold back! {0+ /0-)

When these DINCs get far enough to the night, we should primary them and if that fails, third-party
them. The time to do that is when we can afford to lose a few seats, if you can really count those as
losses to the Demecratic Party (| guess you could call them losses "in name only™). Knock off a few
this way and maybe they'll start being a bit more responsive to those aon the left!

It's really hard to get rid of a well-financed Rep who is also likely well-connected with his local
Democratic party in a pnmary. However, if we can demonsirate that if they ignore the progressive wing
of the party, they may be able to win the primary but will lose the general.

-— November 2008: a time to chose the lesser of iwo weasels?—Does it have to be this way?

by KingBolete on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:29:03 AM PDT

* Get rid of Howard Berman! (L= 0-)

For too long this guy has been running virtually uncontested in CA 28, | swear he's like Lieberpuke
Lite. For cripes sake, somebody primary this guy already!

-2 500133

by SBoswell on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:30:33 AM PDT

¥ agreed (0+/0-)

As | recall Howard Berman's brother was the consultant hired by the Califomnia legislatre to come up
with the new gerrymandered districts back in 2001,

He and Brad Sherman got into a litile fight back then after the maps were released and it shifted the
bulk of the 5F Valley's Latino population into Sherman’s district, Sherman worried he'd face a primary
challenge. The Bermans backed down and split the population in two, deluding it. | believe the The
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund challenged the map in court as a violation of
the rights of latino voters. They didn't win i

But in the end Berman's district is majority latino and he represents Van Muys. Could be easy to recruit
one of the San Fernando Valley's many latino pols to challenge him. It's just a matter of money, |
suppose. Howard Berman is endeared to Hollywood Studios and Recording industry as he for
decades has caried their water. They don't call him the "Congressman FOR Hollywiood” for nething.

by Giodude on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:50:06 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ How do we make sure they are made aware... {0+ -}

...of our intentions, repeatedly, of course, so that they may leam to behave in the next 2 years and not
sabotage Obama's mandate.

The United States of America--the only country in the world where being educated and cuitured
actually *lowers® your social and political standing.

by LordMike o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:35:03 AM PDT

¥ A primary against Steny Hoyer... {1+ [-)
Canpuld get their attention.
He's the leader of the corporate Democrats in the House.

He was the main Democratic mover behind the "FISA Amendments Act of 2008."

VYerfy the Vore,

by Eric J in MN o1 Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:41:20 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ It would only get their attention... 2+ 0.}

. iF it there was a meaningful, well funded, and visible challenger... It can't be just a token challenge...
it's got to be a Donna Edwards type challenge.

If we could do that, we'd REALLY get thern scared!

But, that’s 2 yvears away! What do we do to get his attention in the meantime?

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
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Daily Kos: 2010 will be primary season

The United States of America--the only couniry in the world where being educated and culfured
actually *lowers® your social and political standing.

by LordMike on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:47:56 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

¥ Why not now? nt {0+ [ 0-)

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:04:11 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

* Primary season is over in lllinois... (0« 0-}

e have to wait to do a primary challenge...

The United States of America--the only couniry in the world where being educated and culfured
actually *lowers”® your social and poliical sianding.

by LordMike on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:36:11 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

W Patrick Murphy [D-PA) has an honest face. (0+/0-)

It's too bad he decided to sell out the Constitution for the phone companies during his first term in
Congress.

http:len.wikipedia.orgl..

Verify the Vote.

by Eric J in MN on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:38:32 AM PDT

# | couldn't agree more... (0= 0-)

| also wanted o type f*ck yeah (wait, | just did}, but here's my problem: | live in San Francisco and
Mancy Pelosi is my represeniative.

Back in "06, | was never prouder to be a Democrat, knowing {or thinking | knew) that Pelosi would be
the next Speaker of the House. Last Frday was the nadir for me as a Democrat. | don't want to leave
the party, of course, and I'm nght there with Kos about reforming the party by getting rid of the non-
progressnres, but what can we do in Pelosi's case to make her more accountable?

by FyodorFish on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:38:49 AM PDT

w* Plan on leaving Moore and Boyda alome {0+ [ 0.}
wihy?
1. The only two democrats from KS, in very-close-GOP districts and

2. Moore and Boyda supported FISA because 1/2 their constituents are GOPers (they
woniwin by cross-over votes) and

3. They both have the largest employers in the area -- Sprint and Embarg. Its naively
superfluous to believe they wall ever vote to negatively impact those firms.

So, no - leave them alone.

Whenever vou find yourself on the side of the majority, it is fime to pause and reflect -- Mark Tivain.

by derolg on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:45:13 AM PDT

* Take Patrick Murphy off the list, please. {1+ 0.)

He's 100% on our side when it comes to the Irag war and other issues.

by Hesiod on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:51:38 AM PDT

¥ Great diary (2 0-)

A wonderful productive response to the anger around FISA

by Chrisfs onWed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:53:54 AM PDT

¥ You know President Obama will oppose us. {0+ 0.}

He needs to get a big agenda through Congress, and will help the incumbants wherever he can unles
sthere are some preity extenuating circumstances.

Censidering he backed the FISA "compromise” (except for tepidly opposing telecom immunity) -- he'll
fight us.

by Hesiod on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 11:55:16 AM PDT

¥ 50, we'll fight him back. nt {1+ 70}

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:03:01 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Blue Dogs not the problem {0+ 0.}

The Blue Dogs mostly represent R districts. Having them held by Blue Dogs mean you get 50 or 60%
agreement with your party instead of being held red and get 15%. The real problem are the people
from places like Chicago, San Francisco, NYC that voted for FISA. They are the ones that need to be
primary-ed {Gutierrez, Emanuel, Pelosi).

by heliosfooiball on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:02:45 PM PDT

w Disagree. A lot of people vote R only bic (0= 0.}

they don't know wif the D's stand for. Quick, what was Kemy's platform?

Mote Bush's mantra - “You know where | stand” Note the lesser man won. Lesson leamed - "Better the
devil you know than the cne you don't”.

We need to draw the ideclogical line in the sand and give people a ciear choice. If they choose the R's,
50 be it It's called democracy.

by ronlib on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:14:46 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

# | disagree with you. | live in one of those {0+ ()

| understand the FISA concern but wity must everyone in cur party think alike? If we start tossing out
Democrats for being concervative we can Kiss our majorittes goodbye.

Look at what the conservative base did to McCain. They didn't ke what moderate Reps. stood for so
the tossed him aside and are still hesitant to touch him 8 years later.

| hope FISA gets stalled and | hope immunity is at least stripped from it, bot if not, I'l take my lumps
and move on to the next fight. Tossing out what 100 names above, 200, won't help a darn thing in a
Democratic agenda.

Captured by FireShot Pro: 14 May 2023, 21:38:30
https://getfireshot.com
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Daily Kos: 2010 will be primary season

"Dear Mr. President, there are (oo many stales nowadays. Please eliminate three. | am not a
crackpot.” - Grandpa Simpson

by ourhispanicvoices on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:46:53 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Add Laura Richardson (0= /(-]

Mot for the FISA vote, but because she's been defrauding lenders, and getting sweetheart deals on
real estate. She's an embarassment.

by gregop ot Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:12:14 PM PDT

¥ Blue Districts {1+ 0.)

| went through the list and found 30 reps in districts with a PV of D49 or more. | don't necessarily
think that all the of the reps on the list need to be primaried (for instance, Nita Lowey NY-18 who
represents the district next to mine, is usually a very good Democrat, and I'm sure there are others)
and there are certainly reps in some less blue districts where primaries would be warranted, but |
figured it'd be helpiul.

MNY-05 +18
CA-43 +13
NV-01 3
CA-28 +25
FL-03 +16
NC-01 +8
FL-11 +11
MO-05 +12
SC06+11
NY-O7 +28
ALOT +17
IL-05 +18
MNY-17 +21
TX-09+21
IL-04 431
CA-36 +11
FL-23 <29
MD-05 +8
MI-05 +12
RI-02 +13
IL-03 +10
MNY-18 +10
MNY-04 +9
NY-06 +358
CA-0B +36
TX-16 +89
CA-3T +27
MJ-13 +23
CA-10+9
M5-02 +10

by thecount on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:14:44 PM PDT

w Susan Davis not even on the list. {0+ 0-)

It figures. She's so ineffectual that no one outside of my district even knows she exists. Sheesh!

A Word of Caution {1+ /0.)

First of all, | would warn everybody about becoming too reacticnary. | don't know if a couple of bad
votes by an otherwise good Democrat is enough to have them primaried out. Every politician
inevitably cast a vote that pisses each one of us off. |f there is a consistent pattern of unreliability, ala
Joe Lieberman, I'm all for it.

Second, Dems are lucky to hold some districts at all. | live in the Florida panhandle and, believe me,
blue dog Alan Bayd is not my favorite Congressman. But, as | have argued with my liberal friends in
Tallahassee who think he should be the second coming of Dennis Kucinich, Boyd is one of the few
Dems whao could win in that very conservative disfrict. If you go any more progressive, you can kiss it
goodbye.

While | agree with the general premise of this post, we have to be careful not to hurt ourselves in the
process.

We need to approach this problem with a scalpel, not a chainsaw.

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent on things that matter.” - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

by Kevinole o Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:33:26 PM PDT

¥ Thanks, Markos. told my wife how lucky (0« [ 0-]

we {liberais) are that the most important Dem site has turned hard left.
Would you change the "purpose” declaration to read "To Elect Progressive Democrats.” And loudiy
announce the change.)

by ronfib or Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:34:15 PM PDT

* Why wait? Shanker in AZ 01 NOW! (1+/0-)

Wy wait until 2010 when we have an opportunity to elect good Democrats this time around? | urge
everyone to support Howard Shanker for Arizona's Distinct One Congressional seat. He has proven
himself to be an effective, courageous warmicr against comrupt powers that be. Although the party
mainliners are supporting a wishy-washy Democrat instead of Shanker, Howard is rapidly becoming
the people's choice. Howard Shanker has a dedicated, fast-growing, enthusiastic group of grass root
supporters because he is a superb, smart, tough candidate who won't sell out.

by Aspen Fleabane Daisy on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:37:43 PM PDT

¥ Progessive for Shanker {1+ 0-)

Howard Shanker is much more progressive than his (leading) opponent - Ann Kirkpatrick. She'll be
just another "Blue Dog". Howard will fight for the people of this district, just as he has for the last 15

years!

Go Howard.

by annflag on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 04:53:14 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

w Seeing the Bigger Picture (1-/0.)

| urge Kossacks to see the big picture while leocking at this list of people who voted "the wrong way” on
a single bill. Politics is the art of compromise with people who view things differently than you do; I'm
sure that some of those regresentatives on this ist may have voted "the night way™ on other bills of
great concerm to many in the netroots community. Let's "pick our battles” carefully. Remember that a
few select victories can have an impact on the behavior of those not challenged, while numerous
divisive pnimaries can constitute a significant opporunity to those who oppose progressive positions

nn o bhraad ramma afnnliciae ond iconaese Thallanninn avarn rarracantative me thic lict oo agined oon
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PR L R LA B LA It AP LT A P DLt ST A D I I S WOl P B e ELLALE Ve AL B B DI WL

biting off our nose to spite our face.

by fatherof2 on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:49:53 PM PDT

* | agree with your strategy (0+ (0.}

and most of your argument. | just don't agree that it's not "the party.” We have systemic rot. And that
doesn't mean that I'm not considering the "good guys.”

1 like a little rebellion now and then. it is ke a storm in the atmasphere ~ Thomas Jefferson

by valadon on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 12:54.17 PM PDT

¥ | hope they all get (0= /0-)

primary opponenis. However, be careful of what you wish for, Kos. 2 years into Obama's first term.
Could be dangerous. Just sayin'.

by Wyo Wrangler an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:06:45 PM PDT

w Act Now (0+/0-)
If nothing else, donate to the Blue America PAC run by Glenn Greenwald and (| believe) Jane

Hamsher.

by BlackGriffen on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 01:23:18 PM PDT

¥ one minor error in the diary {0+ 1 0.)
. We don't have the millions to pump into campaign coffers

We don't?
Who's funding Obama in 510 and 520 and $100 contributions, space aliens from Zeta Reticuli?

What we don't have is a fundraising platform of our own like the Obama campaign has built yet. We
now know enough of the nuts and bolts of how Obama did it to build our own, and it's a resource
closed to anyone to the political right of Obama.

Looking far intelligent energy policy alternatives? Try here.

by alizard on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 02:53:35 PM PDT

 Only primary safe Democrats (0+ 7 0-)

I'll rever give one red cent to a chalienger of a Democrat in & marginal seat. Factis, we need some of
those evil, terrible Blue D'ogs to even keep our majority, at least right now.

| can tell you right now, Boucher, Lincoln Davis, Peterson, Mclntyre, and Carney couldn't win their
districts if they were real liberals. It may suck, butit's also true.
All wour vote are belong to us,

by Harkov3ll on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 03:09:50 PM PDT

¥ Carrot too (0+ | 0-)

we should work on voter registration in the 4 districts of the blue dogs who voted right. Mot endorse
them in amy way, just do voter registration. This says: you can do what you have to do to get elected,
50 kong as you don't stab us when the chips are down.

Honestly, | think that the war is more important than FISA - but | would give a D in a tipsy seat a pass
on the war, precisely because they can make a real argument that the voters are watching. On FISA,
our side, the telecoms, and the Bush administration are the only ones who care, so no free passes.

by homung on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 03:32:19 PM POT

v AZCD-1 (0+/0-)

Don't add another "Blue Dog” Democrat by voting for Ann Kirkpatrick. Howard Shanker is the
progressnre choice. And he's a whole lot better at campaigning, too, which we need in this hotly
contested district

vww. Shanker2008.com

by annflag on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 04:29:21 PM PDT

* Wow , Markos , this is why you're a "daily™ fix [ [0+ 0-)

by BoiseNick on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 06:06:21 PM PDT

w hey Kos - Any books on organizing you rec? {0+ [ 0]
You want to do something?

Need a book like organizing for dummies...

by tatoobiue on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 06:28:14 PM PDT

¥ Keep in mind that many of these Democrats come (0= [ 0]

from heavily Republican districts where candidates better suited for CA or NY won't sell.

by oceansiarl? on Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 06:58:57 PM PDT

# House Intelligence Committe [0+ [ 0-)

Why on earth are 5 of the 12 Democrats on the House Intelligence Commitiee Blue Dogs? Teamed
with the 8 Republicans, doesn't that siant things in the moderate/conservative direction?

by Steeve an Wed Jun 25, 2008 at 07:58:14 PM PDT

* While | dizsagree with the vote (0+ [ 0.}

We're very fast to turn on those who've been greatly talked up here, are we not? A quick scan of the
list and | picked out Jerry McMNerny, Patrick Murphy, Nick Lampson, Joe Sestak and Ciro Rodriguez, all
of whom IIRC were on the Blue Majority list. Tim Mahoney rings a bell too for some reason.

| also see Tom Udall- again IRC, | was under the impression Daily Kos was supporting his bid for
senate (I've been busy finding a job and cant remember). Does this end that support?

I'm not sure this vote should decide their fates.

by Tedaykin on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 02:48:00 AM PDT
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Daily Kos: 2010 will be primary season

W Some obvious targets (0= 0-)
Pelosi, Lipinski, Boren

"Victory means exit sirategy, and it's important for the president fo explain to us what the exit strategy
i5." - George W Bush
by jfern-on Thu Jun 26, 2008 at 03:12:42 AM PDT
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